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AQA GCSE Music

Performance (30%) Composition (30%)
Listening Exam (40%)
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The Exam: Understanding Music

Component 1:
Understanding music

What's assessed

How long? 1 Hour 30 Minutes * Listening
¢ Contextual understanding
How many marks? 96 marks (roughly 1 minute a mark) How it's assessed

Exam paper with listening
exercises and written
questions using excerpts of
music.

What's Assessed?

Listening (ability to listen critically)

Questions

* Section A: Listening —
unfamiliar music
(68 marks)

» Section B: Study pieces
(28 marks).

Contextual Understanding (wider understanding)

The exam is 1 hour and
30 minutes.

Questions

This component is worth
40 % of GCSE marks
(96 marks).

Section A: Listening - unfamiliar music (68 marks)

Section B: Study Pieces (28 marks)
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AQA Exam Paper

Exam Paper
(96 Marks)

Section A

Listening - Unfamiliar Music .
(68 Marks) 1 Hour 30 Minutes
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Section A: Listening
Unfamiliar MUSiC 8 Questions: 68 Marks

Played music in a number of different styles.
Students are played the excerpts a set
number of times based on the question

Linked to the 4 ‘Areas of Study’

AOS 1: Western Classical Music

AOS 2: Popular Music

AOS 3: Traditional Music and Fusion
ol . AOS 4: Western Classical Tradition

RegCoe since 1910

Celelrating Great Jamiaican MUsic

%
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Section B: Study Pieces

2 questions: 28 Marks.

Based on ‘set works'’, these are pieces we study in more depth. Mix of short contextual and extended element
based questions. Students are tested on their ability to analyse and evaluate music in written form.

4 g

AOS 1: The Classical Tradition:

Haydn Symphony 101 “The Clock Symphony”

AOS 3: Popular Music:
The Beatles - Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band

e With a Little Help from My Friends
e Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds
e  Within You Without You
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Knowledge Organisers

GCSE
@ Musi @
Personalised Learning Checklist

Name:

[ ExamBoara ] ] Mytargetgradeis | |
|TopiciModue | _
. . T I E—
Bitesize

Use tis checkit bafore your assassment t focus your work and after o check he effecivenass of your

Home Learn  Support Careers My Bitesize what | need 1 do.

GCSE é

GCSE Music topics including elements of music, music & / D

appreciation, classical orchestral music, music for dance,
contemporary music and world music

Part of Learn & revise

BBC Bitesize

We need you!

Download

s
On lhe Tt.aam

YVher.\v'Y?ur.R:eavdy fC.oTne &Ge( It) .
vy\fh vandyf?e.galdis ‘

Your Friends

You're So Cool

You, You're Awesome « Do Make Say Think
CE Devices Available

Playlists
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o & Sien in with | E Google Classroom
O C l I S I l O l l I l & Skgniinwith GoogleiClassroom Use your school Google account if the
music teacher has set up a Google Classroom

log-in to Focus on Sound.

Intera Ctive, ' Focus .. Classes | 1 | Help | Feedback | Fontsize: & A | Logout
o
ﬁ Sound & Dictionary Tests Lessons Composing My School Results User - Mr Chris Salmon
Cloud-based,

. -> Q
Educational Software I é? fam 8

Dictionary Basics Basic theory Chords

Students can develop
their listening skills,

test themselves and

learn about all ﬁ[?h G J )J ‘b
aspects of music
through interactive R R
exercises.

Exam board specific
lessons and tests.

Music technology Classical composers Classical study pieces Popular styles
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Approaching Exam Questions

e Read the question in full - what EXAM HELPI!

hree jeatures o and / osed in this excerpt
B nusic fronT™4920"— T956-

[3 marks]

is the question asking for?
e Pay attention to and highlight ~ [ol3][e]

the command words

e Consider which elements the

question is focusing on :

e How many marks are on offer?

e Keep time in mind
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Types of Question

|I| Name the brass instruments heard during the instrumental introduction.
[1 mark]
lIl Which of the following best matches the pattern of notes played at the beginning of
this excerpt?
[1 mark]
Tick your choice.
Which of the following best matches the form of the melody in lines 5-8?
0 0
[1 mark] {ﬁé@mi {#\ I
Circle your answer. S - B——= ’
* L]° L]
AAA'A! AA" AA! AABB ABAC Az e, e e e S
B B
{@Ei T e———
EI Different chords are played in bars 1, 2 and 4. The first chord is major. Describe the 2
chords played in bars 2 and 4 as ‘major’, ‘minor’ or ‘dominant seventh’. C D D D
[2 marks] S — — = § ——— %
e —
bar 2: B B
bar 4:
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IIl On the score, fill in the missing notes in bars 3—4 using the given rhythm.

ol

[4 marks]

N 1] 2 3 5
i e B ™ ™ S | B J—————
AN -  —— &1 I 1 T T 1

music continues

El On the score, fill in the missing notes in bars 6 — 7 using the given rhythm.
[5 marks]

Andantino

music continues

. Identify three features of melody, harmony and/or structure used in this excerpt
typical of contemporary folk music of the British Isles.
[3 marks]

IZl Identify five features of melody, harmony, tempo, texture and/or instrumentation
used in this excerpt typical of Rock music of the 1960s and 1970s.
[5 marks]
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Questions Continued

E Explain how The Beatles used rhythm, metre, melody and / or timbre in Lucy in the
Sky with Diamonds.

[8 marks]
Area of study 1: Western Classical Tradition 16501910

Haydn: Symphony No. 101 in D major, Clock, mowt. 2.

[0]9].[1] !dentify two ways in which the woodwind instruments are used in the section up to the
first change of key.

[2 marks]

1

e Write in full sentences, not
bullet points for the extended
answer questions
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General Exam Tips!

Know your elements of music inside and out

e Practice - you can get better at exam questions and better
at exams with practice

e Use effective revision techniques - be active - quiz / test
yourself etc, rephrase / reword and summarise

e Use theright tools

e Get better at ‘active’ critical listening

e Play and listen to different styles of music. Use different
instruments if you can. Practice reading and writing music.

e Look after yourself - eat well, stay hydrated and have plenty
of rest

e Don't Cram!
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