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AQA GCSE Music

Listening Exam (40%)
Performance (30%) Composition (30%)



How long? 1 Hour 30 Minutes

How many marks? 96 marks (roughly 1 minute a mark)

What’s Assessed?

Listening (ability to listen critically)

Contextual Understanding (wider understanding)

Questions

Section A: Listening - unfamiliar music (68 marks)

Section B: Study Pieces (28 marks)



Exam Paper
(96 Marks)

Section A
Listening - Unfamiliar Music

(68 Marks)

Section B
Study Pieces
(28 Marks)1 Hour 30 Minutes



8 Questions: 68 Marks

Played music in a number of different styles. 
Students are played the excerpts a set 
number of times based on the question

Linked to the 4 ‘Areas of Study’

1. AOS 1: Western Classical Music
2. AOS 2: Popular Music
3. AOS 3: Traditional Music and Fusion
4. AOS 4: Western Classical Tradition 

since 1910



2 questions: 28 Marks.

Based on ‘set works’, these are pieces we study in more depth. Mix of short contextual and extended element 
based questions. Students are tested on their ability to analyse and evaluate music in written form. 

AOS 1: The Classical Tradition: 

Haydn Symphony 101 “The Clock Symphony”

AOS 3: Popular Music: 

The Beatles - Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band

● With a Little Help from My Friends
● Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds
● Within You Without You



Google Classroom

Revision Guides

BBC Bitesize

‘Exam Buster’ Videos

PlaylistsKnowledge Organisers PLC’s



Interactive, 
Cloud-based, 
Educational Software

Students can develop 
their listening skills, 
test themselves and 
learn about all 
aspects of music 
through interactive 
exercises. 

Exam board specific 
lessons and tests.



Approaching Exam Questions

● Read the question in full - what 

is the question asking for?

● Pay attention to and highlight 

the command words

● Consider which elements the 

question is focusing on

● How many marks are on offer?

● Keep time in mind



Types of Question



Questions Continued



Questions Continued

● Write in full sentences, not 
bullet points for the extended 
answer questions



General Exam Tips!

● Know your elements of music inside and out

● Practice - you can get better at exam questions and better 

at exams with practice

● Use effective revision techniques - be active - quiz / test 

yourself etc, rephrase / reword and summarise

● Use the right tools

● Get better at ‘active’ critical listening

● Play and listen to different styles of music. Use different 

instruments if you can. Practice reading and writing music.

● Look after yourself - eat well, stay hydrated and have plenty 

of rest 

● Don’t Cram!!



Contact

Mrs Smith

lsmith@brookvalegroby.com

Mr Salmon

csalmon@brookvalegroby.com


