
SCIENCE



COMBINED SCIENCE: TRILOGY
We are following the AQA Combined Science: Trilogy specification. 
Assessment consists of 6 papers altogether, two biology, two chemistry and 
two physics, each will assess different topics.

Duration: all the papers are 1 hour 15 minutes.   

Tiers: Foundation and Higher.

Weighting: Each paper consists of 70 marks and is worth 16.7% of the 
grade.

Question types: multiple choice, structured, closed, short answer and open 
response. 15% of GCSE marks in exams come from questions relating to 
practicals.

Combined Science will have a 17 point grading scale, from 9–9, 9–8 
through to 2–1, 1–1.



SEPARATE SCIENCES
We are following the AQA specifications. Each science is assessed 
separately, leading to the award of three separate GCSEs. For each of the 
sciences assessment consists of 2 papers: each paper will assess knowledge 
and understanding from different topics. 

Duration: both papers are 1 hour 45 minutes. Tier: Foundation and Higher.

Weighting: the papers are equally weighted. Each is worth 50% of the 
grade and has 100 marks available.

Question types: multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open 
response. 15% of GCSE marks in exams come from questions relating to 
practicals.

The A* to G grades will be replaced by 9 to1 for Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics



EXAM DATES
Combined Science and Triple Science

Biology  Paper 1/1 B1-4 Tuesday 12th May 2020

Chemistry Paper 2/1 C1-5 Thursday 14th May 2020

Physics Paper 3/1 P1-4 Wednesday 20th May 2020

Biology Paper 4/2 B5-7 Monday 1st June 2020

Chemistry Paper 5/2 C6-10 Wednesday 10th June 2020

Physics     Paper 6/2 P5-7 or 8 Friday 12th June 2020



REVISION GUIDES
Purchase a science specific revision guide 
(from school - if you haven’t already done so)

Comes with 
free online 

access



REVISION WORKBOOKS
Some students may benefit from using a 
dedicated science specific workbook 
(available with answer booklet from the 
school shop)



Google drive – revision materials







GCSE GOOGLE REVISION CLASSROOM

Mr Dixey has invited all students to the revision 
classroom, please encourage your child to participate.
Questions will be posted on various topic weekly 
(answers the following week)



REVISION IN SCHOOL
Most classes will finish formal teaching of content by mid march

Mock exams shortly after covering the most recent modules

Approx. 6 weeks for revision in class:

Re-teaching of difficult topics

Independent study

Focussed exam question prep

NO HEADPHONES SO DON’T ASK!



PLAN AHEAD

Revision timetable

Make mind maps for each topic or 
use the ones on the google drive

Make revision cards with key ideas

Practice past paper questions 

Ask your teacher for help!!!



EXAM TIPS There are 21 formula 
(23  for Separates) to 

learn for the exam

More difficult scientific 
formula (Physics papers) 

and a periodic table 
(Chemistry papers) are 

given in the exams



EXAM TIPS
Rough guide is 1 mark per minute!

Have a go, if in doubt put something it 
down (no answer = no mark)



LONGER ANSWER QUESTIONS

Don’t be daunted by the 4 - 6 mark questions.

Read the stem of the question, it often has vital information.

Read the command words carefully – describe, explain, compare, evaluate

If data/graph is given, use it!

It is OK to bullet point your answer.

Read through what you have written!!!

Dare to have a go!



If data is given, use it!



15% of GCSE marks in exams come 
from questions relating to practicals.

Evaluation – remember to 
give balanced arguments 

and a conclusion



DATA ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

If data is 
given, use it!



THE EXAM PAPER Do not write outside 
the box, exam papers 

are scanned and 
therefore any writing 

outside of the box 
may be missed and 
will not get marked



AQA - INSIGHT FROM THE LAST PREVIOUS EXAMS
Prepare for unfamiliar contexts



AQA - INSIGHT FROM THE LAST PREVIOUS EXAMS
Prepare for unfamiliar contexts

Read the question carefully too ensure you know what is being asked, 
understand the command words

Don’t waste space repeating the question

Read through your work to check for errors

Be specific in your responses don’t use ‘it’ or ‘they’

Make sure you understand why each step in the practical is important

Maths - Show your working out in maths questions
- including the formula you are using if it isn’t already given 
- don’t round answers until you reach the final answer



POSSIBLE TOPICS – COMBINED SCIENCE HIGHER
Biology 1
Cell specialization
Enzymes (PRAC)
Blood
Cancer
Drug development
Respiration

Biology 2
Contraception/infertility
Genetic inheritance
Genetic disorders
Evidence of evolution
Food chains
Biodiversity 

Chemistry 1
Development of atom
Metallic bonding
States of matter
Polymers
Graphite/fullerenes
Metals reduction

Chemistry 2
Cracking
Waste water management
Reducing resources
Rate of reaction - temp

Physics 1
Energy changes - Kinetic, 
gravitational potential, 
elastic potential energy
Efficiency
National grid
Electricity generation

Physics 2
Work done
Energy transfers
Infra red radiation (PRAC)



POSSIBLE TOPICS – COMBINED SCIENCE FOUNDATION
Biology 1
Active transport
Enzymes (PRAC)
Blood
Cancer
Drug development
Respiration

Biology 2
Control of blood glucose
Contraception/infertility
Genetic disorders
Evolution and fossils
Genetic engineering
Classification
Maintaining biodiversity

Chemistry 1
Development of atom
Separating mixtures
Structure of diamond

Chemistry 2
Waste water management
Reducing resources
Rate of reaction - temp

Physics 1
Electricity generation
Radioactive contamination

Physics 2
Energy transfers
Infra red radiation (PRAC)



WHAT YOU CAN DO AS A PARENT - GET INVOLVED!
Help them plan their revision – small chunks

Question them using the revision guides
Mark the papers for them, the answers are available on exam board websites

Provide a calm environment…….. remove distractions 

Controlled access to electronic devices
Food, water and exercise

Breakfast before exams!

Right equipment on the day…….. Calculator!
Sleep!

ANY QUESTIONS
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