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Introduction: 
 
Children need to be taught why history matters.  It is not simply the acquisition of facts, dates and knowledge, but a dynamic subject, 
engaging the curiosity of the learner, inspiring higher-order thinking and questioning skills, and helping pupils understand their place 
in a changing world.  Good history teaching fires the imagination and helps us understand why the world is like it is today. 
 
Intent:  
 
At Astwood Bank Primary School we teach children to demonstrate an understanding of the past by drawing comparisons and noting 
similarities between the past and now. Children should be aware of a diverse range of people from the past and should understand 
their impact on today's society. We intend to challenge misconceptions and explore the reality of the past as opposed to popular 
culture’s versions of history.  
 
The National Curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 
 

• know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the 
present day; how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world. 

• know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion 
and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies. 
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“Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop 
perspective and judgement. History helps us understand the complexity of people’s lives…” 
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• understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, 
and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends and frame historically valid questions. 

• understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and 
discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 

• gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts: understanding the connections 
between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social 
history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

 
Implementation 

 

The children are taught from the subject content contained in the 2014 History Curriculum. We have an immersive thematic approach 

in which History can feature as the main subject in a specific topic. This enables us to link history to other areas of the curriculum in 

order to develop a wide range of desirable skills and attitudes.  We also recognize that parents have a key role to play in their 

children’s learning and we make our history topics available on our website. 

 
Early years history focuses on understanding the world enabling the children to make sense of their own life story and family history. 
EYFS teachers will explore situations and figures from the past, drawing on experiences to recognise similarities and differences. 
Teaching is led by the pupils allowing them to explore areas of interest. 
 
Key Stage 1 history is concerned with an awareness of the past and that people and events fit into a chronological framework.  
Children study similarities and differences in ways of life in different periods.   They will learn how it is that we find out about the past 
by studying various sources.  Children study changes within living memory, events beyond living memory, and significant people and 
events that have shaped our lives. By studying real life people, traditions and cultures using various sources children develop 
investigative skills. 
 
Key Stage 2 history continues to develop chronological awareness and highlights trends and contrasts over time. The children will 
develop accurate historical terms and concepts.  They will assess and evaluate a range of historical information from a variety of 
sources and develop the skills to interrogate this evidence critically.   
 
Each year group maintains a curriculum map with details of History taught and how it works in context of the theme and links to 
other subjects. 



Additionally, there is a history curriculum document for the whole school which gives details of aims and implementation for the whole 
school. 
 
We believe that children learn best when they: 

• handle artefacts 
• go on visits to museums and places of interest 
• have access to secondary sources such as books and photographs 
• listen to and interact with stories from the past 
• undertake fieldwork by interviewing family and older friends about changes in their own and other people’s lives 

• use drama and dance to act out historical events 
• are shown, or use independently, resources and videos from the internet 
• can use non-fiction books for research. 
• are provided with opportunities to work both independently and collaboratively, to ask as well as answer historical questions. 
• have opportunity to engage in debate 

• hear visitors talk about personal experiences of the past 
 
Resources have been assembled for each area covered by class teachers and these include a variety of physical artefacts. Many 
resources are now available online.  The history coordinator is available to assist in this. 
 
Monitoring 
 
We assess children’s work in history by making informal judgements as we observe them during each history lesson. On completion 
of a piece of written work, the teacher marks the work and comments as necessary. At the end of a unit of work, the teacher makes 
a summary judgement about the work of each pupil as to if they have achieved or exceeded the objective, or whether more support 
was needed.  This then informs the end-of-year report to parents. 
Photo and video evidence can be used as we believe that children should have the opportunity to demonstrate their understanding 
in a variety of ways. Good history evidence does not always require sophisticated literacy skills or formal pieces of writing.  
 
Review 
 
The school standards are monitored by the senior leadership team by reviewing planning, monitoring history work across the school, 
and observing lessons. The history policy will be reviewed in line with the school development and improvement plan. 



Equal Opportunities 
 
All pupils, regardless of race, class or gender, should have the same access and opportunities to develop historical skills and 
knowledge. We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our classes, and so we provide suitable learning 
opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of 
strategies which are differentiated by task, expected outcome and/or support from peers or adults. 
 
Progression of knowledge & skills 
 

 



 



 

 

 


