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Introduction to the Course
A Level Politics provides an in-depth exploration of how political systems operate in the UK and beyond, how power is distributed, and how ideas and institutions shape decision‑making. You will examine participation, representation, democracy, and the role of key political institutions, as well as the political ideas that continue to influence the modern world. This handbook supports your studies in Component 1: UK Politics and Core Political Ideas, Component 2: UK Government and Non‑core Political Ideas, and Component 3: Comparative Politics (USA).

Equipment and Textbooks
Bring to all lessons:
· Writing materials and folders, with dividers for the subsections of each unit; you will need a separate A3 Level arched folder for each component (Component 1, Component 2 and Component 3).​
· Prescribed Edexcel Politics textbooks and revision guides for UK Politics, UK Government, Political Ideas, and your Comparative Politics option (USA), as directed by your teacher.
· Source packs or handouts containing extracts from party manifestos, constitutions, pressure group materials, political speeches, key thinkers, data sets and case studies relevant to the specification.
· Booklets, notes, and summaries which should all be filed within your folders in an organised way so that you can easily revise each topic and component.

Unit Overviews
Component 1: UK Politics and Core Political Ideas
In-depth study of democracy and participation, political parties, electoral systems, voting behaviour and the media, plus core political ideas: conservatism, liberalism and socialism.
Major themes: participation and representation, legitimacy, party competition, pressure groups, the impact of electoral systems, and how ideology shapes parties and policies.
Study of contemporary case studies, political data and key thinkers, alongside the social and historical context of modern UK politics and core ideologies.
Assessment: a written exam of 2 hours, with Section A on Political Participation (one source‑based 30‑mark question and one 30‑mark essay) and Section B on Core Political Ideas (one 24‑mark essay), assessing AO1, AO2 and AO3.


Component 2: UK Government and Non-core Political Ideas 
Exploration of the UK constitution, Parliament, the Prime Minister and executive, and relationships between the branches of government.
Study of non‑core political ideas: one ideology chosen from anarchism, ecologism, feminism, multiculturalism or nationalism, as specified by your centre.
Consideration of how institutions interact with parties, pressure groups and the courts, and how constitutional change has affected the UK.
Assessment: a written exam of 2 hours, with questions on UK Government and on your chosen non‑core political idea, including shorter questions and extended essays assessing AO1, AO2 and AO3.
Component 3: Comparative Politics – USA 
Requires in-depth study of either Government and Politics of the USA.
Examination of constitutions, institutions, elections, parties, rights and comparative political theories (for USA)
Assessment: a written exam of 2 hours, with a compulsory comparative theories question, one short‑answer question and longer 30‑mark essays comparing systems and evaluating political arguments.

Assessment Objectives
AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of political institutions, processes, concepts, theories, and issues.​
AO2: Analyse aspects of politics and political information, including in relation to parallels, connections, similarities, and differences.​
AO3: Evaluate aspects of politics and political information in order to construct arguments, make substantiated judgements and draw conclusions.









What you need to do
· Attend 100% of classes and arrive punctually for each class.
· Ask if you do not understand any part of the work.
· Revise your notes thoroughly each week.
· Read and research each topic whenever the opportunity arises.
· Contribute in class – your opinions and ideas are valuable.
· If you are going to be absent or late for an unavoidable reason, please email/call your tutors in advance.
Folder Check
You need to organise your Classics folder using the checklist below
· Copy of Specification / intro information
· Work / resources in logical order (possible exception = workbook which may be separately filed but should still be in your folder and should be chronological)
· All booklets issued so far. Ideally, hole punched and integrated with other resources, so they do not get lost.
· Revision material filed separately for ease of reference
· Exam Technique Section
· Mark schemes for relevant parts of the course.
· Marked Work (ideally filed together to encourage you to reflect on one set of feedback to improve the next essay
· Evidence of responses to feedback (green pen etc).











Homework and Marking Policy
Your teachers will set between 2–3 hours of homework per week across all components of A Level Politics. You will be expected to complete all homework, pre‑reading and learning preparation by the deadline set. All homework will be set on Teams in line with the school’s policy.
In addition, you will be expected to complete 2–3 hours of independent work as well. The most successful students complete on average five hours of work per subject per week (including homework).

What does independent study look like?
-Regularly updating your political logs, based on a podcast and article that you’ve selected that week.
 -Making and refining notes from lessons and wider reading
-Organising your folder by component and topic
-Researching contemporary political examples and case studies
-Reading textbooks, articles, party manifestos and speeches
-Completing homework tasks to a high standard
-Using a range of revision techniques (e.g. quizzes, mind‑maps, flashcards)
-Creating revision resources for key concepts, thinkers and case studies
-Practising past questions and planning timed exam responses

A level Politics teachers will aim for you to complete one piece of assessed work every two weeks and a formal assessment at least twice per half term, which will be formally marked by teachers. You will be expected to correct all assessed work using green pen to improve exam technique and to act on feedback.

Independent Study and Revision
Independent study and revision in Politics should focus on regularly reviewing class content, updating your notes, learning key terminology and thinkers, and keeping up with current political developments so you can apply up‑to‑date examples in assessments.






How to Revise for A Level Politics
Revising for A Level Politics is demanding but highly rewarding. You are expected to remember a wide range of material—including political concepts, institutions, case studies, and the views of key thinkers—and use this knowledge to construct analytical, evidence‑based arguments under exam conditions. With the right strategies, revision becomes efficient and intellectually stimulating, helping you form deeper insights into how politics works and express them clearly in examinations.
This guide will show how revision strengthens memory, how to revise actively and systematically, and how to apply these strategies specifically to UK Politics, UK Government, Political Ideas and Comparative Politics (USA or Global).

Why Students Need to Revise
Even if a topic makes sense when first introduced—such as the role of the Prime Minister, different electoral systems, or core principles of liberalism—your memory will fade unless you revisit and reinforce that knowledge. Revision ensures that definitions, case studies, and examples (such as recent elections, Supreme Court rulings or party leadership contests) remain accessible under exam pressure.
In Politics, precision and recall are vital. Strong essays depend not only on understanding themes like democracy or power, but also on specific, accurate examples: quoting turnout figures, referencing particular Acts of Parliament, naming key court cases, or citing thinkers such as Locke or Burke. Systematic revision helps you store, organise, and retrieve such information with accuracy.

How Memory Works (and Why This Matters When Revising Politics)
When you first learn a new idea—say, the difference between direct and representative democracy, or the functions of the cabinet—it enters your working memory. This short‑term system can only hold a few items at once, and if you don’t revisit the material, it soon fades.
Long‑term memory forms when information is actively processed, not passively received. You make something memorable when you test, retrieve, or connect it meaningfully with what you already know. Once in long‑term memory, you still need to practise bringing it back—which is exactly what exam performance depends on.
So:
Revision stores information in long‑term memory.
Active recall—testing yourself—trains you to access it in the exam.
Passive revision (re‑reading, highlighting, listening to explanations) can feel productive but doesn’t build recall strength. Active strategies like blurting, flashcards, and timed essay writing ensure lasting retention.
Applying This to Each Part of the Course
UK Politics (Participation, Parties, Electoral Systems, Voting Behaviour, Media)
Use active methods to retain detail, arguments, and examples. The challenge here is not only to remember definitions, but to engage with debates and evaluate how well UK democracy works.
Example: Revising democracy and participation
Student A creates flashcards and short notes for:
Key concepts: democracy, legitimacy, representation, participation, pluralism.
Case studies: recent general elections, referendums, examples of pressure group campaigns.
Data: turnout figures, party membership numbers, trends in participation.
She blurts everything she can recall on the question, “How democratic is the UK?” then checks against her notes and adds what she missed in another colour. She then writes a brief plan for a 30‑mark essay, structuring arguments for and against, with evidence for each point. Repeating this retrieval builds confident recall and exam‑style thinking.
UK Government (Constitution, Parliament, PM and Executive, Judiciary)
This part tests both knowledge of structures and processes and your ability to analyse how effectively they work.
Active techniques might include:
Diagramming the relationships between the executive, legislature and judiciary.
Creating case‑study cards for examples of prime ministerial power, parliamentary rebellions, Supreme Court decisions, or constitutional reforms.
Writing comparative tables (e.g. strengths and weaknesses of the uncodified constitution, arguments for and against further reform).
Exam practice should centre on questions like “To what extent is Parliament effective in holding the executive to account?” or “How significant is the Supreme Court in the UK constitution?” Each answer should retrieve and apply well‑chosen examples from recent political events.
Political Ideas (Core and Non‑core)
Here the focus is on key thinkers, core principles and tensions within ideologies—and how these ideas appear in real politics.
Active techniques:
Mind maps linking core ideas (e.g. equality, freedom, authority) to key thinkers and to modern parties or policies.
Comparison grids showing similarities and differences between, for example, liberalism, conservatism and socialism, or between feminism and nationalism.
Flashcards with one side listing a thinker (e.g. Mill, Burke, Marx) and the other showing main ideas, preferred society/economy, and key quotations in your own words.
Practice essay questions should target debates such as “To what extent is modern conservatism consistent with traditional conservatism?” or “How far do socialists agree about the role of the state?”
Comparative Politics (USA)
This area demands both knowledge of another system and the ability to compare it with the UK (or to compare concepts across global contexts).
Active techniques include:
Side‑by‑side tables comparing constitutions, legislatures, executives, party systems, rights protection and participation.
Case‑study cards for elections, Supreme Court cases relevant to your course.
Practice plans for comparative questions, making sure each paragraph includes clear comparative judgement, not just description.

Active Revision Strategies You Should Use
Across all components, the most effective revision is:
Blurting: Pick a topic (e.g. pressure groups, Parliament, liberalism). Spend 5–10 minutes writing everything you can remember without notes, then check and correct using a different colour.
Flashcards: Short, precise cards for key terms, case studies, and thinkers; test yourself regularly with spaced repetition.
Essay planning: Set a timer for 10–15 minutes and plan full answers to past questions, focusing on argument structure and evidence.
Timed practice: Write full answers under timed conditions to build speed and stamina.
Teaching others: Explain a topic aloud to a friend or to yourself as if teaching it; gaps in your explanation show what you need to revise.
Used consistently, these strategies will help you turn class knowledge into confident, exam‑ready understanding


Marking and Self-Assessment
After each Politics essay or paragraph exercise, compare your work against the Edexcel A Level Politics levels‑based mark schemes and exemplar answers from past papers. Check whether you:
· Used enough specific political evidence (e.g. named elections, legislation, cases, statistics, thinkers).
· Integrated political theory or key thinkers/ideas rather than just describing events or institutions.
· Built clear analytical argumentation that explains “how” and “why”, rather than offering descriptive summaries.
-Highlight missing evidence and analysis in a different colour, annotate effective structures (clear introductions, PEEL/PEE paragraphs, balanced conclusions), and rewrite improved paragraphs. This reflective marking consolidates understanding of both content and exam skills and steadily improves essay performance.

A Step-by-Step Revision Cycle
For each component or topic, follow this structured process:
Use your teacher’s or exam‑board topic checklists to confirm coverage of all key concepts, case studies and thinkers.
Turn detailed notes into concise summary sheets, comparison tables, mind maps or flashcards.
Engage in active recall (quizzes, blurting, teaching a friend, oral recitation).
Compare what you recalled with your notes/textbook and mark missing or inaccurate content in a new colour.
Attempt a timed practice essay or structured question using genuine past paper questions.
Mark your work using the mark scheme, annotating missed evidence, weak analysis or structural problems.
Read examiners’ reports and model answers to identify common pitfalls and examples of high‑level responses, then adjust your approach.
Repeat the cycle across different topics and components, rotating regularly to strengthen long‑term memory and maintain breadth of coverage.





Introductory Reading List – A Level Politics 
Non‑fiction and overview texts
· Andrew Heywood – Politics (Core textbook giving clear explanations of key concepts such as power, democracy, the state, and ideologies; excellent for building secure foundations.)
· Philip Lynch, Paul Fairclough et al. – UK Government and Politics for A‑level (Comprehensive guide to UK politics and government, aligned with A Level content; especially useful for Components 1 and 2.)
· Toby Cooper et al. – Pearson Edexcel A Level UK Politics / UK Government and Politics / Global Politics (Topic‑by‑topic coverage matched closely to the specification; ideal for revising each component.)
Fiction and political narratives
· George Orwell – Nineteen Eighty‑Four (Classic exploration of authoritarianism, surveillance and rights; helpful when thinking about power, liberty and the state.)
· George Orwell – Animal Farm (Allegory of revolution and corruption of ideals; useful for thinking about socialism, leadership and accountability.)
· Margaret Atwood – The Handmaid’s Tale (Dystopian narrative engaging with rights, gender, religion and the state; prompts wider reflection on liberalism, feminism and constitutional protections.)
Further political reading
· Rory Stewart – Politics on the Edge (Insightful reflection on UK politics, Parliament, party discipline and public service; helpful for understanding real‑world practice and constraints in UK Government.)
· Iain Dunt – How Westminster Works… and Why It Doesn’t (Highly accessible critique of the UK political system, institutions and culture; excellent for examples and evaluation in UK Politics and Government essays.)
· Iain Dale (ed.) – The Prime Ministers: Three Hundred Years of Political Leadership…and Iain Dale – The Presidents: 250 Years of American Political Leadership (Fascinating collections of essays on every UK Prime Minister from Walpole to the present and US Presidents; perfect for Component 3 USA option, with vivid insights into leadership styles, historical context and political decision-making.)

Podcasts
· The Rest Is Politics (Alastair Campbell and Rory Stewart discuss UK politics, Westminster secrets, elections, global issues and political ideas with insider perspectives; essential listening for Components 1, 2 and 3.)
· BBC News Cast / Newscast (BBC Radio 4; daily analysis of political news, interviews with key figures and breakdowns of current events; perfect for up-to-date case studies across all topics.)
· BBC Radio 4 – The Week in Westminster (Short, accessible discussions of current UK political issues, Parliament and parties; excellent for keeping case studies up to date.)
· The Guardian – Politics Weekly UK / Today in Focus (Regular episodes on elections, policy debates and political crises; useful for real‑world examples in essays.)
Documentaries
· Andrew Marr’s History of Modern Britain (BBC series; excellent for understanding the evolution of UK government, Parliament, elections, and political culture; useful for Components 1 and 2.)


Course Skills
This qualification:
· develops competence in using political analysis skills through the study of political institutions, processes, ideologies and contemporary issues, with a focus on UK politics and government, political ideas, and comparative politics (USA)

· requires learners to demonstrate their ability to analyse political sources, data and arguments by identifying key details, concepts and debates from which interpretative and evaluative arguments arise.​

requires learners, when formulating an argument about politics, to analyse constitutional arrangements, institutions, electoral results, policy decisions and political texts, evaluating how politicians, parties, pressure groups and thinkers present events, policies and ideas, and how this shapes meaning and outcomes.

· requires learners, in respect of each component they study, to analyse, apply and evaluate relevant political evidence, concepts and interpretations. Analysis and application must include the ability to identify and break down into constituent parts the key themes, arguments and features of a political issue, institution or ideology, and apply these to a question or hypothesis about political behaviour, systems or ideas. Evaluation must require learners to formulate a reasoned argument, supported by precise reference to contemporary examples, statistical evidence and the views of key thinkers.
· requires learners to construct clear, concise and logical arguments about political systems and ideas that are substantiated by accurate evidence and explanation, using appropriate political terminology.




Why study Politics?
Students will learn about key aspects of modern politics, for example democracy and participation in the UK, the constitution and branches of government, political parties and pressure groups, core and non‑core political ideologies, and the USA. Politics students develop a range of skills including close analysis of written and data sources, application of evidence to a clear line of argument, and critical evaluation of competing ideas, arguments, and interpretations.
There are many benefits to studying A Level Politics: it links government, history, law, economics, philosophy and current affairs, and encourages students to think critically about both the national and international political landscape. It helps students develop transferable skills such as analytical thinking, attention to detail, logical reasoning, research and reading skills, structured essay writing and the ability to produce a balanced, evidence‑based argument. It is a valuable qualification with applications in many fields, including university study of Politics, International Relations, PPE, Law, Sociology, History, Journalism and related disciplines.

Super-curricular Guide – A Level Politics
· Visit the Houses of Parliament in London for public tours or gallery sittings to observe debates, see parliamentary procedures in action, and understand the legislative process first-hand (essential for UK Government Component 2). Book through the UK Parliament website for free access.
· Attend sessions at the Supreme Court of the UK (free public access to hearings) to see constitutional cases and judicial review in practice, directly relevant to the judiciary and separation of powers topics.
· Join university taster days and politics societies at nearby institutions like Cambridge, UCL or LSE, which offer A Level Politics masterclasses on UK politics, ideologies, US politics or global governance, plus open lectures on current affairs and political theory.
· Participate in mock elections, Model UN or debating societies through school or local branches of the English-Speaking Union or Debate Mate, applying knowledge of electoral systems, parties, pressure groups and international relations.
· Follow live political events such as Prime Minister’s Questions (watch via Parliament TV or attend if possible), party conferences (some free fringe events), or local council meetings to see participation and representation in action.
· Read beyond the specification with think tank reports from the Fabian Society (socialism), Adam Smith Institute (liberal economics), Policy Exchange (conservatism), or IPPR (progressive policy), and political memoirs recommended in the reading list.
· Engage with current affairs deeply: track a single issue (e.g. devolution, electoral reform, Brexit’s constitutional impact) across multiple sources, noting party positions, pressure group campaigns and media influence for use as case studies.
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‘Component 3: Comparative Politics (+Companent code: 9PLO/3A or 38)

Written examination: 2 hours

'33%4% of the qualification
84 marks

Students study either USA (9PLO/34) or Global (9PLO/38)

‘Content overview

For USA (34), students wil study:

= the US Constiution and federalism, US Congress, US presidency, US Supreme Court and
ol rights, democracy and participation, comparative theories.

o
For Glabal (38) students wil sty

= sovereignty and globalsaton, lobal govemance: poltial and economic, global governance:
human rights and environmental, pawer and developments, regianalim and the European
Union, comparativ theories.

‘Assessment overview for 3A and 38
Section A’
= One 12-mark question from  choice o two, which assesses AO1 and AQ2.

Section

= One compulsory 12-mark question focused on comparativ theories which assesses.
01 3nd ACZ.

Section €
= Two 30-mark questons from 2 choice of three, which assess AO1, A02 and AO3.
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UK Politics content

Subject content

1 Democracy and

L ——

11

Current systems of representative democracy and direct

demacracy.

« e features of direct democracy and representative
democracy.

- The simiaities and ciferences between direct demacracy
and representative democracy.

Advantages and disadvantages of direct democracy and

representative democracy and consideration of the case for

reform.

12

A wider franchise and debates over uffage.
« Key milestones inthe widening ofthe francise in relation
€0 lass, gender,ethaicity and age,incuding the 1832
Great Reform Act and the 1918, 1928 and 1969

Representation o the People Act.
e work o the suffragits/suffragettes o extend the.
franchize.

“The work of 3 cuent movement to extend the franchie.

13

Pressure groups and other influences.

« How diferent pressure groups exert nfluence and how
their methods and influence vary n contemporary.
poltis.

- Case studiesof two ciferent pressure groups,
Pighlighting examples of how thelr methods and inuence
vary.

« Other collective organisations and groups incuding tink.

€anks, abbyists and corporatons, and thlr influence on
overnment and Parliamen.

14

Rights in context.

- Major milestones n their developmen, including the
sigificance of Magna Carta and more recent
Gevelopments, including the Human Rights Act 1998 and
Equalty Act 2010.

« Debates on the extet, lmits and tensions wihinthe UK's
Fights-based cuture, ncluding considration of How
Individual and collctive right may confict, the
Contributions from cilbertes pressure Sroups -
{nclucing the work of two contemparary cvl Ibertes
pressure groups.
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Subject content

2 Poitical parties | 2.1

ey terminology

01 Labour (social
democracy)

Politcal partes.

e functons and features of poitical partes inthe UK's
representative democracy.

« How parties are currently funded and debates on the
consaquences of te current funcing system,

New Labour 22
(it W)
One Nation

New Rignt

Established poltical paties
« The orgins and istoical development of the Conservative
Party, the Labour Party and Liberal Democrat Party, and
ow this has shaped their ideas and current policies on the

conomy, law and order, wefare and foreign afis.

Gassicatberas |23
Modern ierais

party systems.

Emerging and minor UK poltical parties.
- The importance of ather parties i the UK.
e deas and poices of two other minor partes.

Lettowing 24
Right-wing

UK poltal partes n context.

- The develogment o 3 muti-party system and ts
implications for government.

« Variousfactors tha afect party success - explanations of
why political parties nave succeeded or falkd, Including
ebates on the nfluence of the mecia.
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3 Electoral systems.

ey terminology

Frstpastthe-post
(FoTR)

Addiional Member.
‘System (M)

Single Transterable
Vate (sTV)

‘Supplementary.
Vate (sv)

Safeseat
Marginalseat

Minorty government
Coaition goverment.

31 Diferent slectoralsystems.

+ First-past-the-post (FPTP), Addtonal Member System
(AMS), Singl Transferable Vote (STV), and
Supplementary Vote (SV).

- The acvantages and disscvantages of these diferent
systems.

« Comparison o fist.past.the-post (FPTP) to a different
lctoralsystem i 3 devolved pariamentassembly.

32 Referencums and how they are used.
- How referendums have been used i the UK and their
impact on UK poliica fe snce 1997.

« The case for and against eferendums in representative:
democracy.

33 Electoral system analyss.
- Debates on why diferent slectoral systems are used i the
Uk
« The impact of the electoralsystem on the government or
&ype of Government appointed.
e impact of diferent systems on party representation
and of cectora systems on voter choice.
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4 Voting behaviour
‘and the media

Gass deatignment
Partsan deaignment
Govering

Disilusion and
apathy
Manfesto
Mandate

4.1 Case stuties of three key general clections

« Case studiesofthree elections (one from the perod 1945
52, the 1997 clection, and one since 1997), the rasults
and their impact on parties and government.

e factors that explin the outcomes of these lectons,
inclucing:

o the reasons for and impact of party poicies and
manifestos, techniques used In their decion
campaigas, and the wider policalcontext of the
siections

o classbased voting and other factors inluencing voting
pattems, such as partisanship and voting attachment

o gender, age, ethncty and region 2 facors in
nfluencing vating behaviour, turmout and trends.

« Analysis o the natonal voting-behaviour patems for
hese lections, revesled by national data sources and how
and why they vary.

42 The muence of the med,

- The Assessment ofthe role and impact of the media on
poltics - both curing and between key generalslections,
Inclusing the importance and reevance of opinion pols,
media bias and persuasion.
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Liberalism

Liberlism i seen essential 25 3 product f The Enlihtenment a5 t recognises that humans
are rationa creature capable o understanding the worid and making decsions for
themselves. The definng feature of beralism i s bele in individualism and freedom.

There are three content areas:
5. Liberaam: core ideas and principles

2. Difering views and tensions within beralsm
3. Liberal thinkers and their deas

1 Liberalism: core ideas.
and principles.

Foundatonat ey
Fomal ety
[a——
Socit ot
[h——
Mechaisc hory
Toeanee

Unitad goverment

Students should qain knowledge and understanding

Core deas and principles of Iberaism and how they raate t

human nature, the tate, sociey and the economy:

+ indvidualism - the primacy of the ndividual in society
over any group - to cover egasica ndividualism and
Gevelopmental indvidualism

+ freedomyberty - the abity and right to make decsions.
in your own iterests based on your iew of human
nature - to cover how lberals guarantee Individual
freadom, thelink between freedom and ndividualism,
that freedomis “under the an”

+ stat - it s necessary'to avid disorder, but vl as it
s potentil o remove indivicus! Iberty, thus shauld be
limite; this i nked o the liberalview ofthe economy.

+ rationalism - the blefthat humans are ratonal
restures, capable of reason and logic - t cover how
ationalism underpins an ndividuals bl to defne
heir own best nterests and make their own maral
Choices, creating 2 progressive socety

+ equait/social justce - the beief that ndiiduals are of
‘cqual value and that they should be treated impartally
and aily by socity - to cover foundational and formal
‘aualty, and equalty of oppertunity

+ iberal democracy - 3 democracy that balances the il
of the peopl, as shown through elections, with imited
‘Govemment (state) and 2 respectfor il Ibertes n
Society - to cover why liberals support it 25 well 35 why.
they are concemed about it
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“Centre Number Candidate Number

Pearson Edexcel
Level 3 GCE

(Thursday 21 May 2020

((Moming (rime:2 hours) Paper Reference 9PLO/OT

Politics

Advanced
Paper 1: UK Politics and Core Political Ideas

"You do not need any other materials (including calculators
‘which are not permitted).

Instructions

@ Use black ink o ball-point pen.
@ Fillin the boxes at the top of this page with your name,
centre number and candidate number.
@ There are two sections and you must answer three questions:
~in Section A answer either 1(2) or 1(6) and then either 2() or 2(6)
~in Section B answer either 3() or 3(0).
@ Answer the questions i the spaces provided
- there may be more space than you need.

Information

@ The total mark for this papers 84.
@ The marksfor each question are shown in brackets.
~ use his s a guide s to how much ime to spend on each question.

Advice

@ Read each question carefully before you sart to answer .
@ Checkyour answers ifyou have time at the end.
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'SECTION A: POLITICAL PARTICIPATION.
Answer ONE question from EITHER Question 1(a) on page 2 OR

Question 1(b) on page 3 and then answer ONE question from EITHER
‘Question 2(a) OR Question 2(b) on page 10.

(@) This source s adapted from the YouGov website, which analysed the 2017 General
Electon: ts indings covered a range of topicsthat influenced the electorate. It attemps to
understand the reasons why people voted fo a particular polical party.

Source 1

YouGov found that newspaper readership was astrong predictor of voting paterns. 73% of
‘Guardian readiers voted Labour, while 79% of Telegraph readers voted Conservative. The media's
now a vital factor in determining how people vote. Age has also become a significant elemen, as
recent governments have treated older people more favourably than the young,

Likelihood of British adults to vote Conservative or Labour in the 2017 General Election by age

%
For vy 10y der prson's,the

- koot wld e Comarthe
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the i they wosld vote i
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% 5
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1812022 24 26 2830 12 14 36 38 40 42 4 46 48 50 52 34 5 56 60 62 64 65 8 072,74 76 78 80
Voters age

However a person's employment and the work they do are also important. The Conservatives led
Labour by 11 points among people working inthe private sector, while Labour was 10 points
ahead of the Conservatives among public sector workers. A personis social cass has considerable
influence over how they wil vote, as does the region in which a person lives. Labour is no longer
as dominant in Scotland as the Conservaives are in Southern England outside London.

Using Source 1, evaluate the view that a person's age and the media have now.
replaced social class and region as clear indicators of voting behaviour.

- examine and debate these views in  balanced way
- analyse and evaluate only the information presented i the source.
0
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Do not answer Question 1(b) if you have answered Question 1(a).
or

1 (b) Thissource showsinformation published by the House of Commons on the income
‘and membership o political partiesin Great Britain. The source then rflects on the
significance of thi data and questions ts implications.

Source2

Central party income and membership in Great Britain (as reported in 2018)

Party Income. Membership
Labour Party £55793000 540000
Conservative and Unionist Party £45947000 124000
Liberal Democrats 9710000 99200
Scottish National Party (SNP) £5,800000 125000
Green Party 2472000 39400

UK Independence Party (UKIP) £1739000 23600

Plaid Cymru - The Party of Wales £1262000 5000

- There are big differences between the incomes of different.
politica parties and where they source their funds.

- This creates afear that aichparty can buy’an election
because other parties lack the funds to make their case:
effectively. Often parties'income and their donors are
unknown untilafter 2 general election.

- Theincome patterns of poliical parties are changing - for
‘example, membership fees have now substantialy replaced
trade union donations as Labour's main source of funding:
whereas the Conservative Party continues to ely heavily on
private donations.

- State funding, in which each candidate’s election campaign
s funded by the state, might marginally increase the taxes.
people pay; but it would make general elections a contest
between equals.

Using Source 2, evaluate the view that state funding of political parties would be.
preferable to a situation in which a party can win a general election because it has.
more members and income than other parties.

- examine and debate these views in  balanced way
- analyse and evaluate only the information presented i the source.
0
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AND EITHER

2 (a) Evaluate the view that the actions of pressure groups have been more significant
than government legisiation in defending and promating ights in the UK.

You must consider thisview and the alterative o tis view in a balanced way.
0
or

(b) Evaluate the view that the various electoral systems in use in the UK make
significant differences to party representation,

You must consider thisview and the alternative o tis view in a balanced way.
0
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SECTION B: CORE POLITICAL IDERS
‘Answer ONE question from EITHER Question 3(s) OR Question 3(b).

EmHER

3 () Towhat extent do modern iberals accept the ideasof ciasscl berals?

You must use appropriate thinkers you have studied to support your answer and.
consider differing views in a balanced way.
(2

or
(b) To what extent does socialism depend on a view of society based only on class?

You must use appropriate thinkers you have studied to support your answer and.
consider differing views in a balanced way.
(2
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Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-6

Demonstrates superficial knowledge and understanding of political institutions, processes, concepts, theories and issues,
with limited underpinning of analysis and evaluation (AO1).

Limited comparative analysis of political information with partial, logical chains of reasoning, referring to similarities and/or
differences within political information, which make simplistic connections between ideas and concepts (AO2).

Makes superficial evaluation of political information, constructing simple arguments and judgements, many of which are
descriptive and lead to limited unsubstantiated conclusions (A03).

Level 2

7-12

Demonstrates some accurate knowledge and understanding of political institutions, processes, concepts, theories and
issues, some of which are selected appropriately in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (AO1).

Some emerging comparative analysis of political information with some focused, logical chains of reasoning, referring to
similarities and/or differences within political information, which make some relevant connections between ideas and
concepts (A02).

Constructs some relevant evaluation of political information, constructing occasionally effective arguments and
judgements, some are partially substantiated and lead to generic conclusions without much justification (AO3).

Level 3

13-18

Demonstrates mostly accurate knowledge and understanding of political institutions, processes, concepts, theories and
issues, many of which are selected appropriately in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (AO1).

Mostly focused comparative analysis of political information with focused, logical chains of reasoning, drawing on
similarities and/or differences within political information, which make mostly relevant connections between ideas and
concepts (A02).

Constructs generally relevant evaluation of political information, constructing generally effective arguments and
judgements, many of which are substantiated and lead to some focused conclusions that are sometimes justified (AO3).

Level 4

19-24

Demonstrates accurate knowledge and understanding of political institutions, processes, concepts, theories and issues,
which are carefully selected in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (AO1).

Consistent comparative analysis of political information, with coherent, logical chains of reasoning, drawing on similarities
and differences within political information, which make relevant connections between ideas and concepts (AO2).
Constructs mostly relevant evaluation of political information, constructing mostly effective arguments and judgements,
which are mostly substantiated and lead to mostly focused and justified conclusions (AO3).

Level 5

25-30

Demonstrates thorough and in-depth knowledge and understanding of political institutions, processes, concepts, theories
and issues, which are effectively selected in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (AO1).

Perceptive comparative analysis of political information, with sustained, logical chains of reasoning, drawing on similarities
and differences within political information, which make cohesive and convincing connections between ideas and concepts
(A02).

Constructs fully relevant evaluation of political information, constructing fully effective arguments and judgements, which
are consistently substantiated and lead to fully focused and justified conclusions (AO3).
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Level Mark [ Descriptor
No rewardable material.
Level1 |16 « Demonstrates superficial knowledge and understanding of political institutions, processes, concepts, theories and issues,
with limited underpinning of analysis and evaluation (AO1).

«  Limited comparative analysis of political information with partial, logical chains of reasoning, referring to similarities
and/or differences within political information, which make simplistic connections between ideas and concepts (A02).

« Makes superficial evaluation of political information, constructing simple arguments and judgements, many of which are
descriptive and lead to limited unsubstantiated conclusions (AO3).

Level2 7-12 '+ Demonstrates some accurate knowledge and understanding of political institutions, processes, concepts, theories and
issues, some of which are selected appropriately in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (AO1).

«  Some emerging comparative analysis of political information with some focused, logical chains of reasoning, referring to
similarities and/or differences within political information, which make some relevant connections between ideas and
concepts (A02).

« Constructs some relevant evaluation of political information, constructing occasionally effective arguments and
judgements, some are partially substantiated and lead to generic conclusions without much justification (AO3).

Level 3 1318 « Demonstrates mostly accurate knowledge and understanding of political institutions, processes, concepts, theories and
issues, many of which are selected appropriately in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (AO1).

« Mostly focused comparative analysis of political information with focused, logical chains of reasoning, drawing on
similarities and/or differences within political information, which make mostly relevant connections between ideas and
concepts (AO2).

« Constructs generally relevant evaluation of political information, constructing generally effective arguments and
judgements, many of which are substantiated and lead to some focused conclusions that are sometimes justified (AO3).

Level 4 19-24 '« Demonstrates accurate knowledge and understanding of political institutions, processes, concepts, theories and issues,
which are carefully selected in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (AO1).

«  Consistent comparative analysis of political information, with coherent, logical chains of reasoning, drawing on similarities
and differences within political information, which make relevant connections between ideas and concepts (AO2).

«  Constructs mostly relevant evaluation of political information, constructing mostly effective arguments and judgements,
which are mostly substantiated and lead to mostly focused and justified conclusions (AO3).

Level5s | 25-30 « Demonstrates thorough and in-depth knowledge and understanding of political institutions, processes, concepts, theories

and issues, which are effectively selected in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (AO1).
«  Perceptive comparative analysis of political information, with sustained, logical chains of reasoning, drawing on similarities
and differences within political information, which make cohesive and convincing connections between ideas and concepts
(A02).
« Constructs fully relevant evaluation of political information, constructing fully effective arguments and judgements, which
are consistently substantiated and lead to fully focused and justified conclusions (AO3).
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Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-4

Demonstrates superficial knowledge and understanding of political concepts, theories and issues, with limited
underpinning of analysis and evaluation (AO1).

Limited comparative analysis of aspects of politics with partial, logical chains of reasoning, referring to
similarities and/or differences, making simplistic connections between ideas and concepts (A02).

Makes superficial evaluation of aspects of politics, constructing simple arguments and judgements, many which
are descriptive and lead to limited unsubstantiated conclusions (A03).

Level2

Demonstrates some accurate knowledge and understanding of political concepts, theories and issues, some of
which are selected appropriately in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (AO1).

Some emerging comparative analysis of aspects of politics with some focused logical chains of reasoning,
referring to similarities and/or differences, making some relevant connections between ideas and concepts
(r02).

Constructs some relevant evaluation of aspects of politics, constructing occasionally effective arguments and
judgements, some are partially substantiated and lead to generic conclusions (A03).

Level 3

10-14

Demonstrates mostly accurate knowledge and understanding of political concepts, theories and issues, many of
which are selected appropriately in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (AO1).

Mostly focused comparative analysis of aspects of politics with focused, logical chains of reasoning, drawing on
similarities and/or differences, making mostly relevant connections between ideas and concepts (AO2).
Constructs generally relevant evaluation of aspects of politics, constructing generally effective arguments and
judgements, many of which are substantiated and lead to some focused conclusions that are sometimes
justified (AO3).

Level 4

15-19

Demonstrates accurate knowledge and understanding of political concepts, theories and issues, which are
carefully selected in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (AO1).

Consistent comparative analysis of aspects of politics, with coherent, logical chains of reasoning, drawing on
similarities and differences, making relevant connections between ideas and concepts (A02).

Constructs mostly relevant evaluation of aspects of politics, constructing mostly effective arguments and
judgements, which are mostly substantiated and lead to mostly focused, justified conclusions (AO3).

Level 5

20-24

Demonstrates thorough and in-depth knowledge and understanding of political concepts, theories and issues,
which are selected effectively in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (AO1).

Perceptive analysis of aspects of politics, with sustained, logical chains of reasoning making cohesive and
convincing connections between ideas and concepts (AO2).

Constructs fully relevant evaluation of aspects of politics, constructing fully effective substantiated arguments
and judgements, which are consistently substantiated and lead to fully focused and justified conclusions (AO3).
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Qualification at a glance

Content and assessment overview

The Pearson Edexce Level 3 Advanced GCE in Poltics consists of three extemaly-examined
papers.

Students must complete al sssessment in May/June in any singl yesr.

‘Component 1 UK Polltics (+Component code: 9PL0/01)

Written examination: 2 hours

3349 of the qualifcation
54 marks

Content overview

1. Poltial Particpatin, students wil study:

+ Gemocracy and particpation, poltal partes, slecoral systems, vaing behaviour and the
e,

2. Core PolicalIoeas, students will study:
 conservatism, iberalis, sociaism.

‘Assessment overview
‘Section A: Politcal Participation

‘One 30-mark queston from a choice o two (each question uses a source) - students must
‘complete one of these. Plus one 30-mark question rom a choice of two - students must
complet e of these.

Al questions assess AO1, AD2 and AO3.

‘Section B: Core Political 1deas

‘One 24-mark question from a chice of two, which assesses AO1, AO2 and AOS3.

‘Component 2: UK Government (*Component code: 9PL0/02)

Written examination: 2 hours

3349 of the qualifcation
54 marks

Content overview
1. UK Government, students wil study:
« the constituton, pariament, Prime Minster and executive, relatonships between the
branches
2. Non-core polftica deas, students il study:

 one idea from the fllowing: anarchism, eclogism,feminsm, multcuturaism,
nationalim.

‘Assessment overview

‘Section A: UK Government

= One 30-mark question from  choice of two (each queston uses a source) - students must
complete one of these. Plus one 30.mark question rom a choice of two - students must
complets one of these.

Al questons assess AD1, A02 and AO3.

‘Saction B: Non-core Political Ideas

« One 24-mark questin from a chlce of two, which assesses AL, A02 and A0S,





