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Purpose of Education Statement: History

At Highgate we encourage children to be curious, think critically and develop their own judgement which is embedded in our History curriculum. We use history to help children build empathy of people’s lives, understand changes over time, highlighting the importance of significant societal changes, and enabling them to build values and see what a difference they can make to the world, not just in Britain but in the wider world. 
Our history curriculum provides children with a rich, knowledge-based focus and stimulates children’s interests to know more about the past. It is carefully planned and coherently sequenced so that knowledge is built upon across the years, enabling children to develop depth to their prior learning. Historical events and concepts are carefully interleaved and revisited to secure understanding and allows children to apply in different contexts. Concepts such as monarchy, law and religion are explored numerous times across the years for children to see links and compare events or individuals. Our curriculum allows children once they get to UKS2, to be historians by confidently drawing on knowledge to form their own perspectives, judgements and appreciation.
The Highgate History curriculum develops children’s personal skills in morality, empathy and curiosity. Our inclusive lessons encourages and inspires learners to ask questions about significant events and people, to develop a deeper knowledge into cause and consequence or changes over time. This enables them to think like a Historian, to be critical thinkers about different perspectives and confidently draw on their own conclusions and judgements.  Small group and whole class discussions allow children to build on historical ideas and start to debate right/wrong or causes of an event. We offer oracy-led sessions, with visuals to support the access of all learners.
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