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No committee members declared interests in the following categories: Astrea Connections; Gifts and Hospitality; Contractual Interests; Shareholdings and Investments. 

First Name Last Name Appointed 
Term End 
Date 

Attendance 
2024/25 

Employment, 
Appointments and 
Directorships 

Non-profit 
Membership 

Contractual 
Interest 

Other Education 
Appointments 

Astrea 
Connections 

Simon Merrywest 30/11/18 31/12/26 5/5 

Director of Student 
Experience, 
University of 
Manchester 

None declared None declared 

Director of University of Manchester 
Worldwide Limited; Trustee of 
University of Manchester 
Superannuation Scheme; 
Chair of Trustees, University of 
Manchester International Society;  
Co-Chair of the Greater Manchester 
Student Mental Health Service Board. 

 None declared 

Kara Robinson 01/09/21 N/A 5/5 
Principal, Greengate 
Lane Academy 

None declared None declared None Declared None declared 

Marcia Bennett 01/09/23 31/08/27 5/5 NHS employee None declared None declared None declared Former parent 

Sarah Jolley 04/10/21 31/08/29 3/5 
Sheffield Hallam 
University 

None declared None declared None declared None declared 

Paula Shipley 01/09/23 31/08/27 5/5 
Deputy Head of Estates, 
Astrea Academy Trust 

None declared None declared None declared Astrea staff member 

Alex Evans 26/02/25 31/12/28 2/3 
Teacher at Greengate 
Lane Academy 

None declared None declared None declared Astrea staff member 

Former Members 

Gary Slinn 29/09/22 31/08/25 4/5 
Rotherham Metropolitan 
Borough Council 

SRA and Law Society None declared None declared 
Parents of pupils at 
school 

Sally  McConnell 01/09/21 31/12/24 2/2 
School Business Manager, 
Greengate Lane Academy 

None declared None declared None declared None declared 


