
    Music Curriculum                            
 

 Dimensions Skills Appraisal Autumn A Autumn B Spring A Spring B Summer A Summer B 
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Pulse, rhythm, 
pitch 

Find a 
pulse, Copy 
a rhythm,  
Sing high 
and low 
notes 

Feelings 
Movement 

Genre: 
Nursery 
rhymes & 
action songs 
 

Christmas: 
Christmas 
songs for 
performance 
 

Genre: 
Nursery 
rhymes & 
action songs 
 

Genre: 
Nursery 
rhymes & 
action songs 
 

Genre: 
Nursery 
rhymes & 
action songs 
 

Song: Big 
Bear Funk 
Genre: Funk 
Instruments: 
guitars, horns 
(saxophone, 
trumpet, 
trombone), 
drums, singer 
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Pulse, rhythm, 
pitch 

Find a 
pulse, Copy 
a rhythm,  
Sing 
patterns of 
high and 
low notes 

Pulse/beat 
Feelings 

Unit: My 
Musical 
Heartbeat 
Genre: Hip-
hop, jazz, 
soul, pop 
Focus: 
Finding the 
pulse 

Christmas: 
Christmas 
songs for 
performance 
 

Unit: Dance, 
Sing and 
Play! 
Genre: 
Songs which 
tell you 
about the 
past 
Focus: 
Recognising 
pitch and 
rhythm 

Unit: 
Exploring 
Sounds 
Genre: 
Songs for 
happiness 
Focus: 
Recognising 
and 
controlling 
pitch 

Unit: 
Learning To 
Listen 
Genre: Songs 
about each 
other 
Focus: 
Listening and 
responding to 
music 

Unit: Having 
Fun with 
Improvisation 
Genre: Songs 
about 
routines 
Focus: 
Responding 
musically to a 
song 
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Pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, 
dynamics 

Copy a 
rhythm – 
clapping 
and 
playing, 
Follow a 
leader 
when 
singing, 
Copy a 
tune when 
singing 

Pulse 
Instruments 
Feelings 
 

Unit: Hands, 
Feet, Heart 
Genre: 
Music from 
Africa 
Instruments: 
keyboard, 
bass, drums, 
electric 
guitars, 
saxophone, 
trumpet, 
vocals 

Christmas: 
Christmas 
songs for 
performance 
 

Unit: Hands, 
Feet, Heart 
Genre: 
Music from 
Africa 
Instruments: 
keyboard, 
bass, drums, 
electric 
guitars, 
saxophone, 
trumpet, 
vocals 

Unit: I 
Wanna Play 
In A Band 
Genre: Rock 
Instruments: 
Keyboard, 
drums, bass, 
a female 
singer, a 
glockenspiel 

Unit: Zootime 
Genre: 
Reggae 
Instruments: 
Keyboard, 
drums, bass, 
electric 
guitar, 
singers 

Unit: 
Friendship 
Song 
Genre: Songs 
about 
friendship 
Instruments: 
Keyboard, 
drums, bass, 
singer, 
glockenspiel 
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Pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, 
dynamics,  
structure 

Sing in 
unison, 
Copy a 
tune on an 
instrument, 
Improvise a 
simple 
melody 

Pulse 
Instruments 
Structure 
Dynamics 
Feelings 

Whole class Glockenspiel lessons. 
Delivered by Sheffield Music Hub. 
Focus on playing accurately, learning a tune, 
keeping a pulse and creating own music. 
 
 

Unit: Three 
Little Birds 
Genre: 
Reggae 
Instruments: 
Bass, drums, 
electric 
guitar, 
keyboard, 
organ, lead 
and backing 
vocals 

Unit: The 
Dragon Song 
Genre: World 
traditional 
tunes 
Instruments: 
various 
indigenous  
 

Unit: Bringing 
Us Together 
Genre: Disco 
Instruments: 
Keyboard, 
drums, bass, 
singer 
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Whole class singing lessons. 
Delivered by Grange Park Opera – Primary Robins  
Focus on singing in unison, learning music, participating in harmonies, performance quality. 

Y
e

ar
 4

 

Pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, 
dynamics,  
structure, 
tempo 

Improvise a 
melody, 
Make 
decisions 
about 
dynamics 
and tempo 

Pulse 
Instruments 
Structure 
Dynamics 
Criticism 
Tempo 
Links 

Unit: 
Mamma Mia 
Genre: Pop 
(Abba) 
Instruments: 
Keyboard 
sounds 
imitating 
strings/ 
glockenspiel, 
electric 
guitar, bass, 
drums 

Unit: 
Glockenspiel 
1 
Focus: 
Building on 
work done 
with Music 
Hub done in 
Y3 

Unit: Stop! 
Genre: 
Grime 
Instruments: 
Digital/ 
electronic 
sounds, 
turntables, 
synthesisers, 
drums 

Unit: Lean 
On Me 
Genre: Soul/ 
Gospel 
Instruments: 
vocal, 
backing 
vocal, piano, 
bass, drums, 
organ 

Unit: 
Blackbird 
Genre: 60s 
pop (The 
Beatles) 
Instruments: 
vocal, guitar, 
bass, drums, 
piano, strings 

Unit: 
Glockenspiel 
2 
Focus: 
Building on 
work done in 
Glockenspiel 
1 
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Pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, 
dynamics,  
structure, 
tempo, 
notation, 
texture 

Compose a 
melody, 
Record 
using 
appropriate 
notation, 
Make 
decisions 

Pulse 
Instruments 
Structure 
Dynamics 
Criticism 
Tempo 
Links 
Context 

Unit: Livin’ 
On a Prayer 
Genre: 
Classic Rock 
Instruments: 
Lead vocal, 
electric 
guitar, bass 

Unit: 
Classroom 
Jazz 1 
Genre: Jazz 
Focus: 
Improvisation 

Unit: Make 
You Feel My 
Love 
Genre: Pop 
Ballad 
Instruments: 
Strings, 
piano, 

Unit: Fresh 
Prince Of Bel 
Air 
Genre: Old 
School Hip 
Hop 
Instruments: 
Loops, 

Unit: Dancing 
In The Street 
Genre: 
Motown 
Instruments: 
Lead vocal 
and backing 
vocals, 

Unit: Grime 
Focus: Using 
technology to 
create music 
- YuStudio 



about 
dynamics 
and tempo 

guitar, 
drums, 
keyboard 

guitar, bass, 
drums 

samples, 
decks, 
scratching, 
drums, bass, 
synthesizer, 
rapper 

keyboard, 
drums, bass 
guitar 
(rhythm 
section), 
brass section 
(trumpet, 
trombone 
and sax) 
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Pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, 
dynamics,  
structure, 
tempo, 
notation, 
texture 

Compose a 
melody, 
Record 
using 
standard 
notation 

Pulse 
Instruments 
Structure 
Dynamics 
Criticism 
Tempo 
Links 
Context 

Unit: Happy 
Genre: 
Songs about 
being happy 
 

Unit: 
Classroom 
Jazz 2 
Genre: Jazz 
Focus: 
Improvisation 

Unit: A New 
Year Carol 
Genre: 
Benjamin 
Britten’s 
music and 
cover 
versions 
Instruments: 
Orchestra – 
voice, 
strings, 
brass, 
woodwind, 
percussion 

Unit: You’ve 
Got A Friend  
Genre: 
Carole King 
 

Unit: Music 
And Me 
Genre: 
Inspirational 
Women in 
the Music 
Industry 

Unit: Hip Hop 
Focus: Using 
technology to 
create music 
- YuStudio 

 


