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Bulletin for Ansford Families   
 

Issue 8: 2nd April 2026 
  

Message from the Head of School Mr Musson 

The Easter break has finally arrived, and it is thoroughly deserved for all the members of the school community.  With the 

clocks changing it certainly feels like Spring has arrived, especially early in the morning when the birds begin to sing!  Next 

term is a short term of 5 weeks and then we have a final 7 weeks during the last term.  

 

Staff have worked extremely hard this term to ensure students experience a high-quality education and I’ve been really 

proud with how students have responded to this.  It always gives me great pleasure visiting lessons to see all the amazing 

work taking place.  When visiting lessons, I always look at exercise books closely as they tell the story of student 

engagement, attitude towards learning and how students perceive what education means to them.  I have been so 

impressed by the quality of the books and it makes me so proud to see students trying their best in their lessons and taking 

pride in their work. 

 

Our initial analysis of our recent Year 11 Mock Exam data has been really positive, and it has clearly demonstrated to our 

students that revision and preparation really does make a difference.  Year 11 now have a really important two weeks 

ahead of them using the holiday time to revise and prepare for their exams - these two weeks can be a real ‘game changer’ 

for students in their success with the upcoming GCSE’s.  It is also important for Year 11’s to have a rest from their studies by 

meeting up with family and friends and also enjoying the beautiful countryside we all live in. 

 

It is really important to us for our students to take part in community projects.  Our Year 11 Horticulture students have 

been to the Millennium Wood in Castle Cary to do some community work helping clear and tidy the woodland.  The 

community link was extremely impressed with the work they did, and they are looking forward to working with them again 

soon; ‘A big thank you for bringing the horticultural team to the Woodland Garden yesterday.  It was great to meet them, 

and we are so pleased that you are able to be involved.  All the boys did a fantastic job in helping us to clear spaces and we 

really hope that you will be able to spend a few more Tuesdays with us.’ 

 

On Saturday 18th April (10am - 12pm) we are hosting our first coffee morning at the Market House in Castle Cary.  We 

would love to see you there for a slice of cake! 
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Message from the Head of School Mr Musson 

This term has seen many sporting fixtures take place along with trips.  Sixty of our Year 11 students attended a Macbeth 

Theatre trip to enhance their understanding of the GCSE set text, and fifteen Year 10 students took part in a Bath University 

maths study day developing a deeper understanding of Maths.  Additional experiences and extracurricular activities are a 

vital aspect of school experience and we are so proud of the broad range we offer our students.  

 

We held our annual quiz night a couple of weeks ago.   It was a really fun evening with some very challenging questions!  

Over seventy people attended the evening consisting of current students, past students (in Hawaii shirts and head pieces!), 

teachers and parents.  The event raised nearly £500 towards the Prom committee.  A great night! 

 

Lastly, I wish you all Happy Easter, hopefully the sun will continue to shine!  I’m planning on some local walks - hopefully dry 

ones! 

 

Karl Musson 
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Academy Calendar: Key Upcoming Events 

Week Date in April Event Details Lead 

 
Thursday 2nd - 
Friday 17th 

Easter Holidays - School Closed to Students  

 
Wednesday 8th 
and Thursday 9th 

Easter Conference Revision Sessions for invited Year 11 Students Mr Mitchell 

2 Wednesday 22nd Year 11 GCSE PE Moderator Visit Mrs Grove 

2 Thursday 23rd Year 11 Mock Interviews Mr Mitchell 

2 Friday 24th Year 11 English Functional Skills Speaking Exam Mrs Dyal 

1 

Tuesday 28th 

STEM Challenge Day Mr Hill 

1 Year 3 Sports Festival - Body Control Mrs Grove 

1 
Wednesday 29th & 
Thursday 30th 

Year 11 GCSE Art Practical Exams Mrs Dyal 

1 Thursday 30th Year 7 Parents Evening Miss Macey 

Week Date in May Event Details Lead 

1 Friday 1st Year 11 GCSE Spanish Speaking Exams Mrs Dyal 

2 Monday 4th Bank Holiday - School Closed to Students  

2 

Thursday 7th 

Year 11 GCSE Summer Examinations begin Mrs Dyal 

2 Interform Mrs Grove 
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1 

Monday 11th 

Year 7 Exam Week Mrs Dyal 

1 Spring 2 Colour Matches Mrs Grove 

1 Thursday 14th Trust Sports Festival Mrs Grove 

 

Notices 
 

From Mr Mitchell, Deputy Headteacher 

As we come to the end of another busy and rewarding period in school, we are proud to reflect on the many 

achievements and successes across the last two terms. Our classrooms have been full of curiosity, determination and 

resilience, with students continuing to rise to the challenges of their learning. It has been particularly encouraging to 

see the growing confidence of our learners as they engage more deeply with their subjects, supported by high-quality 

teaching and a shared commitment to excellence. 

 

A key focus this year has been strengthening our culture of reading, and it has been wonderful to see students 

embracing opportunities to read more widely and more often. From dedicated reading time in lessons to enthusiastic 

participation in library activities, students are developing not only their literacy skills but also a genuine enjoyment of 

reading. This will continue to be a priority as we know the powerful impact it has across all areas of learning. 

 

As before, here are some highly recommended reads for children in KS3 and KS4: 

● Year 7 

● Year 8 

● Year 9 

● Year 10 

● Year 11 

 

We have also made significant strides in our careers programme, ensuring that students are better informed, inspired 

and prepared for their futures. Through encounters with employers, guidance sessions and curriculum links to real-

world pathways, students are gaining a clearer understanding of the opportunities available to them. It is a pleasure 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-7-pupils-ks3-age-11-12/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-8-pupils-ks3-age-12-13/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-9-pupils-ks3-age-13-14/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks4-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-year-10-pupils-ks4-age-14-15/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks4-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-year-11-pupils-ks4-age-15-16/
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to see them beginning to think ambitiously about their next steps and how their learning today connects to their 

aspirations for tomorrow. 

 

As we look ahead, we would like to extend our sincere thanks to all Year 11 families for their continued support. This 

is a crucial time for your children as they enter the final stretch before their examinations, and your encouragement, 

patience and partnership with the school make a real difference. We are incredibly proud of the effort and 

determination shown by our Year 11 students, and we will continue to support them every step of the way as they 

prepare for success. 

 

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support of the school community. 

 

From Ms Hirst, Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Thank you for your support over the last term, particularly through Ofsted, it certainly feels like a long term and we 

are all looking forward to the holidays. We are also very aware that the holidays are not always a source of fun, rest 

and enjoyment so are providing some links below that may be useful. 

Please find here the link to the SEND offer provided by Somerset Council for any child with an additional needs or a 

disability until the end of the academic year in July 2026. 

● Find financial support for Somerset households here. 

● Advice on how to help manage mental health over the holiday can be found here. 

● Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224. 

● Police on 101 

●  NSPCC on 0808 800 5000 

 If you are seeking help and support as a parent of a young person around Emotional Health and Wellbeing, please 

use the links to our website to help direct you to a range of external agencies who can provide help and support at 

this time: 

Young People 

https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Somerset%20Local%20Offer/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FSomerset%20Local%20Offer%2FCIA%20Team%20club%20booklet%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FSomerset%20Local%20Offer&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Somerset%20Local%20Offer/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FSomerset%20Local%20Offer%2FCIA%20Team%20club%20booklet%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FSomerset%20Local%20Offer&p=true&ga=1
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/care-and-support-for-adults/somerset-household-support-fund-help-through-winter/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/care-and-support-for-adults/somerset-household-support-fund-help-through-winter/
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/christmas-and-mental-health/christmas-and-mental-health/
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/christmas-and-mental-health/christmas-and-mental-health/
https://ansford.org.uk/key-information/safeguarding-and-pastoral-care/student-mental-health-and-well-being/


                                                

 
Report a student absence by phone: 01963 350 895 or by email attendanceofficer@ansford.mnsp.org.uk  

 

Contact the Academy by phone: 01963 350 895 or by email office@ansford.mnsp.org.uk 

Parents  

We want to make you aware of the following information about online safety and things to look out for that your 

children may be subject to online: 

 

The Mental Health Support Team (MHST) are pleased to announce our new programme of Parent and Carer Webinars 

for the summer term.  These sessions have been designed to offer practical support, helpful strategies, and a space to 

explore ways to strengthen wellbeing—for you and for the young people you care for. 

Each webinar is free to attend, delivered online, and open to all parents and carers who would like to learn more 

about supporting wellbeing at home.  

Topics this term: 

● Coping with exams: Supporting your child through test stress and exam success 

● Supporting your child with change and school transitions 

● Supporting your child’s big feelings: An emotion coaching approach 

 What you can expect: 

https://ansford.org.uk/key-information/safeguarding-and-pastoral-care/safeguarding/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHEZiMB0XA/L_NeyRaKDWkzjdtQMhmNoQ/view?utm_content=DAHEZiMB0XA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h136608ecb1
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHEZiMB0XA/L_NeyRaKDWkzjdtQMhmNoQ/view?utm_content=DAHEZiMB0XA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h136608ecb1
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● Practical tips and tools to support children and young people 

● Strategies to boost wellbeing and resilience in the household 

● Clear, supportive guidance from experienced practitioners 

● A safe and welcoming space to reflect and ask questions 

 How to join: 

 Simply go to this link to view our webinar booklet, or scan the QR code on the posters, click the registration link for 

the sessions you’d like to attend. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation email and a link to join. 

Road Safety 

To help keep all members of our school community safe, we kindly remind students and families to use the zebra 

crossing at the start and end of the school day. This is a busy time, with increased traffic and many pedestrians, and 

the crossing provides a safer, clearly visible place to cross the road.  

Thank you for your continued support in promoting road safety and helping us ensure that everyone arrives at and 

leaves school safely each day.  

 

 

  

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHEZiMB0XA/L_NeyRaKDWkzjdtQMhmNoQ/view?utm_content=DAHEZiMB0XA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h136608ecb1
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHEZiMB0XA/L_NeyRaKDWkzjdtQMhmNoQ/view?utm_content=DAHEZiMB0XA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h136608ecb1
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From Mrs Sweetlove, Pastoral Lead- Attendance & Inclusion 
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From Ms Holbeche, SENCO 

Fidget toys 

Please note after the Easter holidays, students will no longer be allowed fidget toys that can burst or cause a 

distraction in lessons (including Needoh and similar products). Unfortunately we have had a number of students who 

have been using fidgets for the wrong reasons, and several have broken and caused disruption in lessons.  

 

All fidget toys must be smaller than 5cm, silent and will not cause a distraction or disturb the lesson in any way.  The 

best fidgets will be things like a small piece of blu-tac!  

 

If you have any questions please contact your child tutor. Thank you for your support with your child's learning. 

 

From Mrs White, PA to Head of School 

Privacy Notice for Visitors 

There has been an update to the MNSP Privacy Notice - Visitors, linked here for your information. 

 

 

 

From Mrs Dyal, Communication & Operations Manager 

Spring Reports 

All students have been issued with their Spring Report over the course of this week.  Any students that have been 

absent, will receive their Reports via Royal Mail postal services. 

Year 11 Students Examination Timetables 

Year 11 students were given their Summer GCSE Examination Timetables to bring home. Also included in the pack 

were confirmation of JCQ approved Exam Access Arrangements (where applicable). Again, if any students were 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YG4axE_lB-ycXmqk1rBJk0L5-bisi3be5x9Z2Kpy03I/edit?tab=t.0
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absent, this will be received in the post.  Should you have any questions or queries about either of these, please feel 

free to contact me via jdyal@ansford.mnsp.org.uk. 

 

From Mrs Martin, Finance Manager 

Prom Fundraising 

Just a final update on our Prom Fundraising during this term. 

 

We held our quiz night last month, which was really successful.  Twelve teams completed on the night, we had six 

rounds of questions and it all came down to a tense tie-breaker.  Congratulations to the winning team - Here For The 

Chilli.  Next year we will make them change their name to Here To Win, as clearly they played their abilities down!  

Thank you to everyone who came along on the night to support us - it was also lovely to see a number of teams of ex-

students who returned to take part. 

 

Overall, including the raffle, we raised £497 on the night which was fantastic.  A huge thank you to the Prom 

Committee for all their hard work, both in advance organising the poster and the raffle, and then on the night.  They 

were all amazing. 

 

Finally, we were able to play our Y11 Students vs Staff football match today - the boys have waited almost 5 months 

for dry weather and a suitable window to play in.  As always this event was a great spectacle with good 

sportsmanship on both sides.  The final score was a 2 -2 draw, it was such great fun to watch, with the spectators 

creating a wonderful Ansford atmosphere and we raised £311. 

 

This year in total the Prom Committee have raised £1254 which is amazing.  This helps to keep the price of the Prom 

tickets low and helps to make Prom accessible to everyone.  The students on the committee have all worked hard 

during the year and it is a great achievement, one which I hope they reflect on with pride and can use in future CVs 

and interviews as personal achievements. Our fundraising has now come to an end to allow students to focus on 

preparing for their GCSE Exams, but they can look forward to celebrating their success at Prom on 9th July at 

Holbrook Manor.   

 

Thank you again to all parents, students and staff who have supported us during the year. 

 

mailto:jdyal@ansford.mnsp.org.uk
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Free School Meal Holiday Vouchers 

The government's Household Support Fund, which includes free school meal holiday vouchers, ceased at the end of 

March 2026.  This means that there will be no holiday food vouchers sent to parents during the Easter holidays, as the 

February half term vouchers were the final ones. 

 

From Heads of Year 

Head of Year Star Students this Term! 

 

Y7 - Flynn F and Kaydee-Leigh D 

Y8 - Thomas A and Macie H (winner of the attendance amazon voucher was Johnnie W and winner of the behaviour 

amazon voucher was Ben M) 

Y9 - Callum B and Destiny W 

Y10 - Elliot D and Flo B 
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Y11 - assembly was postponed to after the Easter Holidays, due to important exam and revision messages  - we await 

to find out the winners!! 

 

 

 

From Miss Fulton, First Aid Lead 

Hayfever Medication 

As we move into the Spring months, we request that students who suffer with hayfever and medicate to control their 

symptoms are sufficiently protected. 

 

Should students require ad hoc medication during the school day, this can be supplied in labelled packaging, and a 

form completed (available from Reception) so that we have this on hand, should it be needed. 

 

 

 

From Mr Newbury, Teacher of Drama 

Year 11 Drama Practical Exam 

This week, the Year 11 students took part in their practical exams and did a fantastic job performing their extracts for 

the examiner. They should all feel incredibly proud of their efforts. 

One group even incorporated a touch of audience interaction, inviting Mr Newbury on stage… it’s safe to say it didn’t 

quite go to plan for him! 
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From Ms Rogers, Teacher of French 

Year 7 Homework 

Year 7 did some wonderful research homework on ‘le gaspillage alimentaire’ - food waste in France -  to complement 

our unit of learning on food.  We have been broadening our cultural awareness alongside our language knowledge. 
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From Mrs Hardy-Stewart, Teacher of English and Oracy Lead 

The Ansford Ninjas at the second round of Youth Speaks 

On Saturday 28th February, the intrepid trio of Josh B, Ella S and Elliot D travelled to Taunton School for the second 

round of Youth Speaks. They were speaking on the motion: Martial Arts should be part of the PE curriculum in all 

Secondary Schools. Elliot, an avid martial artist himself, explained all the benefits of martial arts training including 

self-discipline and self-defence while Josh argued that it should not be compulsory.  

 

Surely there would be too many injuries if everybody starts Kung-fu fighting? Ella did very well to adjust her words to 

fit the time constraints and found the old library (where the event took place) to be like the ballroom in Disney’s 

Beauty and the Beast.  

 

A real highlight was when a member of the audience asked if older people should do Martial Arts and Elliot 

recommended Tai Chi! She loved this answer and may already have signed up at a local club.  

 

Though we didn’t win, our three orators did Ansford proud. 

 

 

From Miss Wilson, Teacher of English 

World Book Day 

A massive thank you to everyone who supported World Book Day on 5th March, including this motley crew! 
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From Mrs Martin, Teacher of English 

Reading Prize Winner!! 

 
 

 

Mrs Swallow, Head of Design Technology 
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MNSP Young Chef of the Year 
A brilliant day at Withington School for the Young Chef of the year.  
 
Finlay from 9OA represented Ansford after his very impressive final at Ansford in January. The students had a 
masterclass in the morning, watching chefs cook scallops and trying the delights. Later they took to the kitchen and 
cooked themselves. Finlay cooked Duck for his dish today and really impressed the judges and Emma Yates! They said 
how it was a very competitive field, with lots of debate between the judges.  
 
Finlay was awarded 4th overall.  
A HUGE WELL DONE!!! 
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From Mrs Grove, Head of PE and Mr Darby, PE Teacher 

 

Netball Achievements - Well Done Girls!! 

And the results were……… 

● Year 7 girls came 4th  

● Year 8 came 3rd 

● Year 9 came 2nd 

● Year 10 came 2nd  

 

Amazing performances from all!! 
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Girls Football Area Champions!  
After qualifying top of the group, the year 7 and 8 girls football team went to Yeovil on Wednesday to take part in the 
Area Finals.  
The semi-final saw us beat Preston 2-0 with goals from Freya and Macie and put us in the final against a strong 
Westfield side. Ansford started off strong, with Macie scoring her second goal of the day before Ruby doubled our 
lead just after half time.  
Westfield grabbed a goal back with 10 minutes to play and applied the pressure, which led to goalkeeper Ruby B to 
make some fantastic saves.  
Ansford held on to the win and were crowned u13 Area Champions! This was the first year that the girls football ran 
in the same format as the boys competition, so we will be the first school named on the new trophy!   
 
A massive well done to the following girls: 
 

● Ruby B (yr7) 
● Millie S (yr7) 
● Kaydee-Lee D (yr7) 
● Mia T (yr8) 
● Lola M (yr8) 
● Macie H (yr8) 
● Ruby S (yr8) 
● Chloe W (yr8) 
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● Charlotte S (yr8) 
● Freya B (yr8) 
● Maisie S (yr8) 

 

From Mr Kershaw, Head of Science 

Change of Sparx Science homework deadline to Mondays 

The transition to Arbor as our homework system means that we will need to change the day that Sparx Science 

homework needs to be handed in. After Easter this will become midnight every Monday .  Completion is checked by 

teachers before school on Tuesdays.  New homeworks will also be set every Tuesday so there are still 7 days available 

for students to complete each set of tasks.  I appreciate that Sparx Maths and Sparx Science deadlines have needed to 

be aligned and so students may need some support from parents to ensure that they plan their workload across the 

week. 

 

Whilst homework is not set for Science over the holidays - tasks set the previous week will still need to be completed 

by the Monday of the first week back. 

 

Thank you for your continued support to ensure that Science homework is effective to consolidate and enhance the 

learning in lessons. 
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From Mrs Withers, Head of Maths 

Year 10 Maths trip to Bath University 

This week fifteen Year 10 students visited Bath University for a Higher Level Mathematics Achievement Programme.  

Students represented the school so well, they were outstanding.  The work completed on the day covered problem 

solving of Higher GCSE topics.   

 

All students that went worked so hard and very competitively which was great to see. Very proud of all of them, well 

done!! 

 

 

UPDATE: Year 11 Maths Revision Session Plan 
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Careers  

REMINDER: Careers Information  

Do not forget that the Careers pages on our website provide a wealth of information for all students, and particularly 

students in KS4 in the process of gathering information for their Post 16 choices: 

 

 
 

The Events and Experiences page is updated with information received from the Colleges and Sixth Forms so do keep 

an eye out there for events coming up in our local area. 

 

Somerset Careers Hub 

The Somerset Careers Hub, established in collaboration with The Careers and Enterprise Company to help transform 

careers education for young people across Somerset.  Find information, resources and updates here.  

 

UCS College Group Open Events 

 

https://ansford.org.uk/key-information/curriculum-and-enrichment/careers/
https://ansford.org.uk/key-information/curriculum-and-enrichment/careers/events-and-experiences/
https://www.somersetcareershub.co.uk/
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From Caterlink 

REMINDER: Tariff Changes 

Advanced notice that our tariff is due to increase after the Easter holidays (From Monday 20th April).  Below are the 

new prices.  The Free School Meal allowance will increase to accommodate this. 

 

Our menu will also be changing at the same time, we look forward to bringing this to you soon! 

 

Also from the Finance Office… 
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Students automatically have a daily limit of £5.00 set on their account, unless parents have requested this to be 

changed.  If you wish to increase your child's daily limit, please e-mail us and specify the amount you wish to increase 

this to. 
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From our Local Community 

FREE Parent and Carer Workshops 
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Youth Connect South West 
Youth Connect South West, an independent, non-profit charity dedicated to supporting young people across Bath, 
Somerset and beyond, provide a wide range of opportunities for 11–25-year-olds, offering both universal and targeted 
support to help them thrive – whether that’s through youth work, 1:1 mentoring, careers advice or bespoke 
educational provision.   
 
In conjunction with Bruton Town Council, they are running a pop-up youth work session in Bruton on 15th April. 
 

 

Lydford Sports Club are looking to recruit players for our U14s group! 
 



                                                

 
Report a student absence by phone: 01963 350 895 or by email attendanceofficer@ansford.mnsp.org.uk  

 

Contact the Academy by phone: 01963 350 895 or by email office@ansford.mnsp.org.uk 

  

Coaching courses offered by the Somerset Cricket Foundation 
 



                                                

 
Report a student absence by phone: 01963 350 895 or by email attendanceofficer@ansford.mnsp.org.uk  

 

Contact the Academy by phone: 01963 350 895 or by email office@ansford.mnsp.org.uk 

 

Yeovil Town Football Club - Fantastic Ticketing offer for Schools 
 



                                                

 
Report a student absence by phone: 01963 350 895 or by email attendanceofficer@ansford.mnsp.org.uk  

 

Contact the Academy by phone: 01963 350 895 or by email office@ansford.mnsp.org.uk 

 
 

Instructions:  
● The discount is valid for all of these games, whether they come to one or all 4. 
● Customers need to go to the YTFC website and select the tickets, then the relevant game - Schedule | 

MyProVenue™ 
● On the stadium map section, there is a box that asks if you have a Coupon Code – the code is SASPYEO 
● Enter the code there, and it will open up the areas available in the Screwfix Community stand. 
● Tickets will be £1 for U14/U16 and £10 for adults. This will allow customers to purchase 4 at a discounted rate, 

with any additional items purchased at the standard price. Select seats and edit each one to the relevant 
concession. 

 

Current Vacancies 

For more information on any of the vacancies listed below, please visit the school website and access the vacancies 
page or click on the links below.  
 
 
No current vacancies. 

For further information on vacancies please click on the link below. 
Ansford Academy Staff Vacancies 

 

https://ansford.org.uk/join-us/staff-vacancies/

