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Bulletin for Ansford Families   
 

Issue 6: 23rd January 2026 
  

Message from the Head of School Mr Musson 

We are now at the end of our third week back after the Christmas break (It seems like a lifetime ago!) and we have three 

weeks to go until the February half term holiday.  I must say it was delightful to welcome everyone back at the start of term 

and to see how quickly students got straight back into the routine of coming to school to learn, engage and thrive with their 

learning.  It gives me such pleasure seeing our students enjoying their learning and relishing the opportunities of learning 

new exciting knowledge. 

 

When I stand at the gates in the morning welcoming our students, I am also so proud of how smart our students look.  

Dressing smartly contributes towards the positive ethos of our school, it provides equality, contributes towards 

expectations and gives a sense of belonging.   Since the return from the Christmas break we have had a very small number 

of students arriving at school in incorrect uniform (no blazer, inappropriate skirt, nose piercings, coloured hair).  Whilst we 

address and resolve these infringements, and I thank those parents for their continued support, please can I refer you to 

our website here for information on our uniform expectations if any clarification is required. 

 

This term is a really important term for our Year 9’s as they embark on the process of options.  Staff will be providing 

guidance about courses and their suitability for individuals over the next few weeks.  Next week we hold our options 

evening, a really important event for Year 9 parents, carers and students where there will be a presentation about the 

process and then the opportunity to talk to teachers about the different courses we have on offer.  Looking forward to 

seeing you all there. 

 

On the 5th of February we hold our second Year 11 parents evening.  We hold two Year 11 parents’ evenings a year as 

strong communications between teachers and parents/carers is a key element in supporting Year 11 students through the 

final stages of GCSE’s.  Year 11 students have their second round of Mock exams at the beginning of March, it is vital 

students prepare for these exams by revising regularly and try their best to achieve the highest grade possible.  Teachers 

will use the results of the mocks to tailor revision and support depending on their analysis of the results of each question 

examined.   

 

Recently I counted how many teaching weeks we have remaining before the exam season officially starts - we have 9 weeks 

left!  Time really is going very quickly; staff are now starting to set regular revision tasks for students to complete at home.  

https://ansford.org.uk/key-information/school-life/uniform/
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Message from the Head of School Mr Musson 

All students need to be looking at completing 2 hours per evening.  A reminder that students are able to stay to attend the 

afterschool revision sessions and we have also made the library available after school for any Year 11’s who would like to 

use the space as a quiet revision space.  The GCSE Support and Revision Timetable is on our website here.  

 

I wish you all a lovely weekend - hopefully it’ll stop raining! 

 

Karl Musson 

 

 

Academy Calendar: Key Upcoming Events 

Week Date in January Event Details Lead 

1 Monday 26th Year 11 Hospitality & Catering Practical Exams - Group 1 Mrs Swallow 

1 

Tuesday 27th 

Holocaust Memorial Day  

1 Year 11 Hospitality & Catering Practical Exams - Group 2 Mrs Swallow 

1 Year 4 Team Building Day Mrs Grove 

1 

Wednesday 28th 

Year 11 Hospitality & Catering Practical Exams - Group 3 Mrs Swallow 

1 Year 4 Sports Festival Mrs Grove 

1 Year 9 Options Evening Mr Mitchell 

1 Thursday 29th Year 11 Hospitality & Catering Practical Exams - Group 4 Mrs Swallow 

1 Friday 30th Art Trip to London - Year 10 & Year 11 Mrs Reddick 

Week Date in February Event Details Lead 

https://cdn.realsmart.co.uk/ansford/uploads/2026/01/23124551/GCSE-Support-and-Revision-Sessions-January-April-2026.pdf
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2 

Monday 2nd 

Children’s Mental Health Week  

2 Year 11 FutureSmart Careers Mr Mitchell 

2 

Tuesday 3rd 

Year 11 FutureSmart Careers Mr Mitchell 

2 PSHCE Visiting Speaker Y10 Girls 
Mrs Hardy-

Stewart 

2 Wednesday 4th Primary Offer - Maths Mrs Withers 

2 Thursday 5th Year 11 Parents Evening Miss Macey 

2 Friday 6th Year 11 FutureSmart Careers Mr Mitchell 

 

Notices 
 

From Ms Hirst, Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Please vote for Ansford! 

 

www.collaboratedigital.com/vote 

http://www.collaboratedigital.com/vote
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You will need to provide an email address in order to cast a vote - in order to comply with GDPR, all email addresses 

will be deleted from our system within 7 days of the end of the voting period. 

You can cast one vote every 24 hours - so come back again and again to support your favourite podcast. 

The winner will be the school with the most votes when voting closes at 5pm on Tuesday 27th January. 

Active Bystander and Antisocial Behaviour 

Our Year 8 and Year 9 students will be having assemblies on Active Bystander and Antisocial Behaviour on the 30th of 

January. The sessions are delivered by an external organisation who visit schools across the country to speak to young 

people about these issues. A workshop is held in the afternoon for some students to create their own podcast. 

Online Safety 

Please could we urge parents/carers to speak to their children about not accepting people online that they don’t 

know or are friends of friends but not known directly to them. This has led to a recent spate of unkind online 

behaviour by people who are loosely connected to someone outside of school and created issues that are avoidable. 

Children’s Mental Health Week 

Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week, all of our students will have an assembly based on the theme this year - 

‘This is My Place’, which is based around belonging and how we can feel a sense of belonging and help others feel like 

they belong. We will also be reminding students of where they can seek support from staff in school and external 

organisations. 

 

In school: 

Trusted adults 

Tutors 

Head of Year 

Safeguarding Team 

Teaching Assistants 

Support Staff 

School Counsellor 

ELSA 

 

Report concerns for themselves through tellme@ansford.mnsp.org.uk or use our Student Voice Box’; both of these 

can be used openly or anonymously and to report concerns about themselves or others. These methods are very well 

used; here is an example below that was shared in the student bulletin. I am really proud of our community and that 

mailto:tellme@ansford.mnsp.org.uk
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students look out for each other the way that they do. We checked in with the student named in the note and gave 

him support. He had seen the note on the student bulletin but hadn’t realised it was realised it was about him; he was 

very touched to find out that other students – who didn’t even know him – really cared about him. 

 

 

External organizations that provide support for students are here. 

 

 

From Mr Mitchell, Deputy Headteacher 

Careers Update - Unifrog 

We’re excited to announce the launch of Unifrog this week, an online platform designed to support students with 

their future choices. Unifrog brings together careers information, pathways to further and higher education, 

apprenticeships, and skill-building activities all in one place, helping students explore their interests and plan 

confidently for what comes next. Through age-appropriate tools and guidance, students can reflect on their 

strengths, discover opportunities they may not have considered, and make informed decisions as they progress 

through school. Unifrog will also support meaningful conversations at home, giving families clear and accessible 

information to help guide and encourage their children’s aspirations.  

Year 9 - GCSE Options Evening 

We are pleased to introduce Year 9 families to the GCSE options process. Choosing subjects is an important step in 

your child’s education, and we strongly encourage you to attend the Information Evening on 28th January 2026, 

starting at 5:30pm. This event provides essential guidance and support, helping students make informed decisions 

about their GCSE choices. With expert advice and structured guidance, students are better equipped to select 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bimc0WGFnd35AaSaNflaBWbJ_My7YcGV/view?usp=sharing
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subjects that suit their strengths, interests, and future aspirations.  

Homework Update - ClassCharts 

We would also like to remind families of the importance of routinely checking ClassCharts to stay informed about 

homework tasks and their completion. ClassCharts provides a clear and up-to-date overview of assignments and 

deadlines, helping students to develop organisation and responsibility for their learning. Regular parental 

engagement with ClassCharts plays a vital role in supporting good study habits, encouraging timely completion of 

homework, and identifying any issues early. 

Reading Reading Reading 

We continue to encourage families to support their children in reading every day, as regular reading plays a vital role 

in academic success and personal development. Reading daily helps to build vocabulary, improve comprehension and 

writing skills, and develop concentration and imagination. Just a short amount of time spent reading at home can 

have a significant impact on confidence across all subjects, and your encouragement helps foster a lifelong love of 

learning.  The links below will take you to highly recommended books based on age and year group.  

Year 7 

Year 8 

Year 9 

Year 10 

Year 11 

Year 11 Revision and Intervention Support 

Thank you to parents and carers for your continued support in encouraging our Year 11 students to remain in school 

for additional revision and intervention over the past three weeks. Attendance has improved significantly, having a 

positive impact on students’ confidence and exam readiness. We recognise the added challenges this can place on 

families in our rural setting, and we greatly appreciate your commitment at this important time.  

  

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-7-pupils-ks2-age-11-12/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-8-pupils-ks3-age-12-13/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-9-pupils-ks3-age-13-14/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks4-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-year-10-pupils-ks4-age-14-15/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks4-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-year-11-pupils-ks4-age-15-16/
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From Rebecca Comyns, Business Manager 

UPDATE: Change of Student Management System 

As advised in our previous bulletin; we have now moved to a new management information system called Arbor.  The 

change to Arbor is a significant one as the system holds all our student details and there are lots of other systems that 

we use that link to it.  Please bear with us as we continue to work through this change. 

 

Coming soon! 

We will be launching the Arbor Parent App in the next few weeks and it will replace the school dinner payment 

system after February Half Term. 

 

We encourage you to watch out for important correspondence on Arbor over the next few weeks. 

 

If you have any questions or experience any issues with our systems please contact the Administration Team on 

01963 350895 or office@ansford.mnsp.org.uk. 
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From Mrs Sweetlove, Pastoral Lead- Attendance & Inclusion 
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From Mrs Martin, Finance Manager 

Year 11 Leavers Hoodies 

Just a reminder that Leavers Hoodies must be ordered by 16th March 2026.  In addition, if you wish to have your 

child's name printed on the reverse of the hoodie, please sign and return the consent form.  This is on the original 

letter and a copy can be found here which includes all the details you need for ordering.   

 

Should you have any queries, please e-mail Mrs Martin - hmartin@ansford.mnsp.org.uk. 

 

From School Reception 

Lost Property 

We have a huge amount of lost property at Reception, including coats, water bottles, shoes and unclaimed jewellery.  

There were photos posted in the Student Bulletin last week - hopefully some of the items were identified!! 

 

Please ask your child to come to Reception to claim any items that may be theirs. 

 

From Mr Newbury, Drama Teacher and Oliver! Production Director 

A Special Message!! 

This video is of Simon Lipkin - he is currently playing Fagin in the West End and he is AMAZING! 

 

What a special message to receive!! 

 

Message for Ansford Academy from Simon Lipkin 

 

 
 

https://cdn.realsmart.co.uk/ansford/uploads/2026/01/12110915/Year-11-Hoody-Letter-with-Consent-January-2026.pdf
mailto:hmartin@ansford.mnsp.org.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GQ0V4XpGWuEiy1pQT2vEFHOzhQwjELF-/view?usp=sharing
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From Mrs Martin, Teacher of English 

Term 2 Prize Winner 

 

Term 3 & 4 Reading Prize Poster 

 

Study/Homework Space 
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Mrs Swallow, Head of Design Technology 

Hospitality & Catering Practical Exams 

We look forward to the Year 11 students completing their practical exams next week, correspondence has been sent 

out to families confirming dates. 

 

A reminder for the students to ensure they bring all ingredients with them.  We recommend students trialing their 

dishes at home beforehand. 

 

Students can come to the kitchen at 8.30am on the day of the exam to get prepared and the three hour session will 

start at 9am. 

MNSP Young Chef of the Year 2026 

Last week we had a fantastic afternoon cooking with six Year 9 students in the MNSP Ansford final. The food was 

remarkable and of such a high quality, really impressing The Head of Food from the Newt - Gelf Anderson, who 

judged the competition.  
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Well done to Isla, Bethany, Harriet, Marley, Tyler and Finlay for taking part.  

 

Finlay won the competition cooking a wonderful Lamb dish and will be cooking against other winners across MNSP at 

Writhlington school on 3rd March!  Good luck Finlay!! 

 

 

  

More delights from the Kitchen 

Year 7 Scones 
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From Mrs Grove, Head of PE 

Cricket News 

Both the U13 and U15 boys have made it through to the semi-finals of the Somerset schools indoor cricket 

competition.   

Well done boys! 

 

Netball Youth Camp 
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From the Core Subject Team 

REMINDER: Core Subject Homework Support 

Thank you to all parents that are supporting their children with homework.  If needed, we run homework support 

sessions during Wednesday lunchtime and both Wednesday and Fridays after school in IT2, that students are 

encouraged to attend. 

 

Please note that detentions are set for non-completion of homework on Tuesday and Thursday break times in IT2.   

 

These will be on Classcharts. 

 

 

Mr Kershaw, Head of Science 

REMINDER: Sparx Homework for Science and Maths 

 
Thank you to all parents that are helping their children to complete their Sparx homework for Science and Maths.  

 

Homework helps build resilience and independence which play a key role in the quality of revision students 

eventually do for their exams in Year 11 - building these routines early will have a significant impact on their future 

success. 

 

Homework is set every week and so please ask them to check the Sparx website to ensure all the tasks are completed. 

 

Some students have been ticking it as 'completed' in ClassCharts after starting and then forgetting to complete the 

full task.  

 

Detentions for non-completion are set on Tuesday and Thursday break times in IT2.  These will be on Classcharts. 
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From Mrs Withers, Head of Maths 

UPDATE: Year 11 Maths Revision Session Plan 
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Careers  

REMINDER: Careers Information  

Do not forget that the Careers pages on our website provide a wealth of information for all students, and particularly 

students in KS4 in the process of gathering information for their Post 16 choices: 

 

 
 

The Events and Experiences page is updated with information received from the Colleges and Sixth Forms so do keep 

an eye out there for events coming up in our local area. 

 

Somerset Careers Hub 

The Somerset Careers Hub, established in collaboration with The Careers and Enterprise Company to help transform 

careers education for young people across Somerset.  Find information, resources and updates here.  

 

  

https://ansford.org.uk/key-information/curriculum-and-enrichment/careers/
https://ansford.org.uk/key-information/curriculum-and-enrichment/careers/events-and-experiences/
https://www.somersetcareershub.co.uk/
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From Caterlink 

Annual Student Survey 

We are carrying out our annual pupil survey to assist us in improving our catering service to our customers and we 

would value the opportunity to survey the pupils at your school. 

  

For any students interested in completing the survey, please access it here: 

Secondary & Further Education Student Survey Link 

  

The survey closes on 27th March 2026. 

Next Theme Day - Thursday 29th January 

Destination Thailand!! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H7WHCDB
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From our Local Community 

REMINDER: Upcoming Events in Shepton Mallet – Somerset Parent Carer Forum CIC 
We’re excited to share the upcoming events we have planned in Shepton Mallet over the next few months. 
 
Our events include: 

● WISE Workshops – Practical sessions designed to support parents and carers of children with additional 
needs. 

● Chill & Chat Group – A relaxed space for parents to connect, share experiences, and access helpful resources. 
 
Below are flyers with full details and included a link to our website for more information: Somerset Parent Carer 
Forum 
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Current Vacancies 

For more information on any of the vacancies listed below, please visit the school website and access the vacancies 
page or click on the links below.  

 
 
Exams Invigilators 

For further information on vacancies please click on the link below. 
Ansford Academy Staff Vacancies 

 

https://www.eteach.com/careers/ansford/job/casual-exam-invigilators-1518488/?lang=en-GB
https://ansford.org.uk/join-us/staff-vacancies/

