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Post 18 Routes

All Routes

e Follow The Somerset Careers Hub Parents Facebook Page for opportunities and information
e Skills For Careers — Government website detailing all routes, and a skills assessment quiz.

e The Parents Guide What’s Next 23-24 (Post 16 & 18)

Comparing post-18 pathways

Institution

Length of
study

Study/training
focused

Cost

Salary

Undergraduate degrees Apprenticeships

Study at university, college  Work for an employer, with part-
or conservatoire time study
At least 3 years Ranges from 1-6 years

Classroom-based, some Work-based, while studying for

with option to do placement a qualification
year
Tuition fees (£9,250 a year) No fees

and living expenses.
Eligible for student finance

Average of £26,500 per At least the minimum
year after graduation apprenticeship wage during
apprenticeship, salaries vary
afterwards

Higher Technical Qualifications

Employment

Work for an
employer

N/A

Work-based

No fees

Average of £19,000
per year

Joanne Fradd

Higher Technical
Qualifications (HTQs)

Study at FE colleges,
universities, 10Ts or independent
training providers

1-2 years
(if full-time)
Classroom-based, some with
workshops, labs or work
experience
Tuition fees (£7,000-£9,250 a
year) and living expenses.
Eligible for student finance

Average of £24,410* per year
after completing your course

e 1-2years, include work experience, eligible for student finance for tuition and maintenance loans.
Full or part time, taught at many universities or colleges. Develop practical, high quality skills.
e HTQs— Government’s Skills for Careers website

Getting To Grips With HTQs Webinar - Amazing Apprenticeships

HTQ information — Amazing Apprenticeships
Amazing Apprenticeships — What are HTQs

How to Research and Apply for HTQs. Application Guide

HTQ Course Listing

e HTQs resources & webinars. Parents guide to HTQs From Amazing Apprenticeships
e Whatis an HTQ Video 2 min. Case studies. HTQ resources hub- videos

September
2025

Which HTQs are
available?

Available now

Available from ° Agriculture, Environment & Animal

« Digital

» Construction & the Built
Environment

+» Health & Science

+ Business & Administration

+ Education & Early Years

+ Engineering & Manufacturing

+ Legal, Finance & Accounting

Care
« Care Services
+ Catering & Hospitality
« Creative & Design
* Protective Services
« Sales, Marketing & Procurement

« Job focused

* Flexible

* Employer-led st e (SR

» Education
setting based

ﬂ Higher Technical Qualifications

Where do HTQs fit in with
other qualifications?

Year3/4  Top up degree Apprenticeship ~ Undergraduate
(Level 6)  Further study could turn your HND or A package of work degree
foundation degree into a full and study available A theee-year

academic study

Year 2
(Level 5)

| Level 4
Higher
Technical

Qualifications

Appraved

vocatianal

qualifications

Includes HNCs,

Cert HE and

athers

A Levels, T Levels, BTEC, Diploma



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61562905673130
https://www.skillsforcareers.education.gov.uk/pages/young-people
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/EPS-ExternalCollaboration/ESVVrs6qYjZChuBojJkqxUMBuYJcpo7WRZpsEU3jmwAZHw?e=AlT1cL
https://www.skillsforcareers.education.gov.uk/pages/training-choice/htq-higher-technical-qualification
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazingapprenticeships.com%2Fresources%2Fgetting-to-grips-with-htqs-webinar%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.friend%40somerset.gov.uk%7Cd002b7a78a3a48b1a03908dd67943414%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C638780608425773753%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FjuAMJK90dU7EHcM%2Bo69mGSWiOpzqIffVXjLdo20X14%3D&reserved=0
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/higher-technical-qualifications-htqs/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/HTQs/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/how-to-research-and-apply-for-htqs/
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/htqs-application-guide/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=HTQs&utm_campaign=htqs
https://www.skillsforcareers.education.gov.uk/pages/training-choice/htq-higher-technical-qualification
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/HTQs/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=HTQs&utm_campaign=htqs
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/parents-and-carers-guide-to-htqs/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QkDnPvQAjsA
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8wEidd1VrRCxzMGe2lCwxwpS8KD-_DXx
https://www.htqtoolkit.co.uk/

Apprenticeships

Amazing Apprenticeships. Higher/ Degree vacancies. Gov/ apprenticeships

Springpod Apprenticeships - information on all sorts of apprenticeships with major companies and
details of what is currently available.

Sixth form student apprenticeship guide- A self-directed learning and development guide for Y12-13
students to inform about apprenticeships and the benefits.

UCAS Apprenticeships site

Amazing apprenticeships have many resources, including Rapid Reads

Career Starter Apprenticeships

Subject Snapshots- Overview of apprenticeships in different subject areas

Apprenticeships website

Links for job hunting Gov apprenticeships, Indeed, Simply Hired and Adzuna

Careermap

Apprentice Ambassador video stories

Application Support — Government website; Applications, Interviews, First day of work, Degree
Apprenticeships- an Open Day guide

Preparation for tests and assessment centres | University of Essex

Apprenticeships v University Pathways CTM myth busting video podcast 43 mins

Answering Interview Questions - How to answer certain common questions and planning your
answer. PowerPoint version

Companies with Apprenticeships.

How to Find an Apprenticeship

Starting Your Own Business

Youth Employment UK

Small Business UK —where to get support.

Life Hack — 20 websites to help you start your own business.

10 ways to get your business off to a good start — The Guardian

Nerd Wallet - 41 online businesses you could start.

Chomp -free programme ages under 24 in Sedgemoor to set up, run & manage a business.
SBA — offer courses, webinars, resources, support & advice on running a successful business
Is self employment right for you? Prospects

SEND Resources / Supported Internships & Apprenticeships

Imagine the Possibilities Families Guide- Describes supported apprenticeships & traineeships,
support in work, relevant legislation

Imagine the Possibilities website

Somerset — Your Futures — SEND friendly website created by the Careers Hub to look into different
careers, and also specific to our area.



https://amazingapprenticeships.com/
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/higher-and-degree-listing/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://opportunities.springpod.com/
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/EPS-ExternalCollaboration/EYlQQzmvmNhFuUt5o8R0XhUB9IOIqg2S400wqeIqiYTOtg?e=JnxBCH
https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/?rapid-reads=1
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/career-starter-apprenticeships
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/influencers/subject-snapshots
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://uk.indeed.com/Apprenticeships-jobs?vjk=29f58f322d7ed5e8
https://www.simplyhired.co.uk/
https://www.adzuna.co.uk/jobs/search?ag=1258941101893855&c=326613618&d=25&dv=c&gclid=1&kw=adzuna+job+search&loc=61675&locadd=1&lpm=132794&msclkid=69631acae45512d8cda67b4498daf9f9&nw=o&partnerb=1&pp=20&utm_campaign=EN_UK_Brand_Exact&utm_content=EN_UK_Brand_Extended_Jobs_Exact&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=bing&utm_term=adzuna+job+search
https://careermap.co.uk/
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/influencers/apprentice-ambassador-stories
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/influencers/application-support
https://www.essex.ac.uk/student/careers/preparing-for-tests-and-assessment-centres
https://pathwayctm.com/video/university-vs-apprenticeships/
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/EPS-ExternalCollaboration/Somerset%20Careers%20Hub/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FEPS%2DExternalCollaboration%2FSomerset%20Careers%20Hub%2FLouise%2Fshare%20often%2FBM7%2FApprenticeships%2FHow%20to%20Answer%20Interview%20Questions%20Y11%20%26%20Y13%20%2D%20Somerset%20Careers%20Hub%20pdf%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FEPS%2DExternalCollaboration%2FSomerset%20Careers%20Hub%2FLouise%2Fshare%20often%2FBM7%2FApprenticeships&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/:p:/s/EPS-ExternalCollaboration/EepT23X4JplNjMvn0gmUZU4BTfdzswETghdRN0C7Xu76wg?e=cN589w
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/careers-advice-help/choices/starting-your-own-business/
https://smallbusiness.co.uk/where-to-get-support-when-starting-a-new-business-2548323/
https://www.lifehack.org/355383/dont-wait-anymore-20-websites-help-you-start-your-own-business
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2021/sep/11/small-business-startup-tips
https://www.nerdwallet.com/article/small-business/online-business-ideas
https://www.sbacic.org/chomp#:~:text=CHOMP%20is%20an%20exciting%20new,%20free%20programme%20to%20support%20young
https://www.sbacic.org/#:~:text=We%E2%80%99re%20a%20Community%20Interest%20Company%20(CIC)%20which%20means%20we%E2%80%99re%20the
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/self-employment/is-self-employment-right-for-you
https://www.somerset-ebp.co.uk/SiteAssets/Files/Imagine%20the%20Possibilities/Imagine%20the%20Possibilities%20-%20Families%20Guide.pdf
https://www.somerset-ebp.co.uk/imagine-the-possibilities
https://somerset.yourfutures.uk/
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/EPS-ExternalCollaboration/EdO079dvEFZBmsCM3155Iy8B3lUxMB6GATJWSGINF1JKTg?e=1ktZdK
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/EPS-ExternalCollaboration/EdO079dvEFZBmsCM3155Iy8B3lUxMB6GATJWSGINF1JKTg?e=1ktZdK

University/ Higher Education

UCAS- UCAS is the route into applying for most higher education courses. UCAS Hub is a new, brilliant way of
exploring your options, comparing courses, following a simple to-do list and saving your favourites as you go.

Search and apply for Music Conservatoire Courses though UCAS

The Open University - search and apply for distance learning courses

Deciding which University subject to study? Hundreds of subject videos; Accounting to Zoology, covering
why consider the subject, what to expect in studying it, careers it may lead to and application tips.

Next Steps South West - Outreach programme in the South West providing impartial information about HE:

NSSW Parents Guide to Higher Education

NSSW HE Applicant Guide

Open day Travel Costs bursaries — University Finder

Contextual Offers — lower offers for certain students

Guardian Good University Guide - An overall league table of UK universities, ranked according to their
Guardian score. You can see how they performed on several important factors. There are also subject tables.

Prospects- Job profiles. Work experience and internships. Employer profiles. What job would suit me? Job
sectors. Apprenticeships. Working abroad. Gap year. Self-employment. What can | do with my degree?
Destinations for each degree subject.

Springpod Subject Spotlights, mini lecture series delivered by top university academics, which dive deep into
a course subject, giving students the opportunity to try a degree, before applying. Excellent for
demonstrating on a Personal Statement, that a student has gone above and beyond, to explore content
related to the subject they wish to study.

Videos — An Introduction to University. Things to consider when choosing your university. Choosing the right
university for you

WhatUni — Information about open days and student reviews.

Discover Uni — Government website for university and their employability statistics.
The Uni Guide — Articles relating to university; personal statements, preparing for university.

Uni Myth Busters

NiDirect — What to do if grades are not as expected; clearing, track, resits, appeals, re-marks.

Local Universities: University Centre Somerset (part of UCS College group; Bridgwater, Taunton Cannington
& Strode Colleges). Yeovil College’s University Centre. University of West England (UWE in Bristol).
Russell Group Universities: University of Bath, University of Bristol, University of Exeter.

Student Finance
e NSSW - Funding your Higher Education video
e Student Finance YouTube Channel Student Finance explained 2023+. Parents video has all the
information needed to support an application for student finance. Find out how to submit household
income details, what information is required.
e Government site to Apply for Student Finance, with information.

Oxbridge
e Oxford University - Parent's guide on supporting an Oxford Application

e Cambridge University - Parent's guide on supporting a Cambridge application



http://www.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/conservatoires
http://www3.open.ac.uk/study/
https://unitasterdays.com/ondemand
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2018/12/Parent-Carers-Guide-JULY-23.pdf
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2022/09/Applicant-Guide-24-Digi-Version.pdf
https://www.universityfinder.org.uk/blog/post/open-day-travel-bursaries
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/EPS-ExternalCollaboration/EY6rNYSMRXlCnSgw9zCQTeABNxbKMG0YixV2UpXqQChK_A?e=f6QUeL
https://www.glassdoor.co.uk/index.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/
https://university.springpod.com/explore-subject-spotlights
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mz9-JUATJRA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRF4B8Rm6R0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjCiO6jYZ2g&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjCiO6jYZ2g&feature=youtu.be
http://www.whatuni.com/
http://www.discoveruni.gov.uk/
http://www.theuniguide.co.uk/
https://www.unimythsbusted.co.uk/
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/what-do-after-your-level-results
http://www.somerset.ac.uk/
https://www.yeovil.ac.uk/university-centre/
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/courses/open-days/undergraduate-open-events
https://www.bath.ac.uk/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/
https://vimeo.com/522237392
https://www.youtube.com/sfefilm
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance
https://www.ox.ac.uk/sites/files/oxford/field/field_document/1435-Parents%20%26%20Carers%20Guide%20%28UAO%29%202019_%20web.pdf
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/parents

University Abroad

Studying at University abroad by country - AstarFuture
www.prospects.ac.uk

Scholarships to study in the US

Eunicas website (European University Central Application Support Service)
Fullbright Commission

Clearing

Guide to Clearing — If your grades were not as expected.

Careers Advice

Students are legally entitled to request a careers guidance meeting in school/ college (with a Careers Adviser
with a professional careers guidance qualification of Level 6 or above). Please do contact the school’s careers
adviser, contact details will be on the school website in the careers section. You can also contact a National
Careers Service careers adviser on 0800 100 900 8am to 8pm weekdays or 10am to 5pm Saturdays or use
webchat to talk online.

Gap Year

Year Out Group: provides an extensive list of organisations that offer gap year options like living
abroad on a cultural exchange, participating in an expedition and signing up to overseas courses.
Original Volunteers: This website offers over 100 volunteer projects in 18 countries across Africa,
Asia and South America. Opportunities include working with children, building projects, conservation
projects, sports volunteering and working with animals.

Year in Industry: EDT places gap-year students on high-quality work placements in engineering,
science, IT, e-commerce, business, marketing, finance and logistics at companies such as Shell, Rolls-
Royce, QinetiQ, British Energy, L'Oreal and AstraZeneca.

Best Gap Year

Trailfinders

Go Abroad

Gapforce

Go Overseas

NIDirect — Planning a Gap Year.

AHA - Gap Year Courses, cultural adventures abroad.

CESA — Language courses abroad.

Yamnuska Mountain Adventures.

Safer Travel App- can be downloaded free.

UCAS — why take a Gap Year & contacts

Projects Abroad have recorded a video about their opportunities for volunteering overseas for Gap
year, & 1 about the benefits of taking a Gap year



https://www.astarfuture.co.uk/countries_to_study_abroad.html
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/
https://www.wemakescholars.com/scholarships-for-british-students-to-study-in-united-states
https://www.eunicas.ie/
https://www.fulbright.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d8GAhnhPeU0&list=PLD0wMVL4LdtMAWoFAcFlAZ8Pd4QAlC-25
tel:0800100900
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/webchat/chat
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/webchat/chat
https://yearoutgroup.org/
https://www.originalvolunteers.co.uk/
https://www.etrust.org.uk/the-year-in-industry
https://www.bestgapyear.co.uk/
https://www.trailfinders.com/holiday-styles/gap-year-and-student-travel
https://www.goabroad.com/articles/gap-year/best-gap-year-programs
https://gapforce.org/gb
https://www.gooverseas.com/
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/planning-gap-year
https://www.arthistoryabroad.com/
https://cesalanguages.com/
https://yamnuska.com/
https://www.safertravel.org/
https://www.ucas.com/discover/gap-years
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthecareerspeople.co.uk%2Fso%2FeaPN7z4ni%2Fc%3Fw%3Dp_CgI1o569geT5fqNFV21uD1WI8zrZUO08sLQODFHxI.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly92aW1lby5jb20vODc1MjMwODYyLzc3MzhiZTgyMjU_dHM9MCZzaGFyZT1jb3B5IiwiciI6IjYzNDAyYmU3LWQzZTMtNGZmNy04NmUxLTEwYjBlNjYwYTIzZiIsIm0iOiJtYWlsIiwiYyI6IjYyNDBmNzc3LTA5MDYtNGMzMS1hMjZmLWZiYjMzOWViYmEwOSJ9&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.friend%40somerset.gov.uk%7C4d119e70d193442cfd0308dd70357d4b%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C638790097224456646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QTJOh5mrc%2BxjmQGDqdbiX7W2hHmH%2BufHcVEXx7CxMtQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthecareerspeople.co.uk%2Fso%2FeaPN7z4ni%2Fc%3Fw%3Dp_CgI1o569geT5fqNFV21uD1WI8zrZUO08sLQODFHxI.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly92aW1lby5jb20vODc1MjMwODYyLzc3MzhiZTgyMjU_dHM9MCZzaGFyZT1jb3B5IiwiciI6IjYzNDAyYmU3LWQzZTMtNGZmNy04NmUxLTEwYjBlNjYwYTIzZiIsIm0iOiJtYWlsIiwiYyI6IjYyNDBmNzc3LTA5MDYtNGMzMS1hMjZmLWZiYjMzOWViYmEwOSJ9&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.friend%40somerset.gov.uk%7C4d119e70d193442cfd0308dd70357d4b%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C638790097224469061%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jWDY7POOXra0t6pUjEyO1n3ceRK59iyiNX%2F%2F12LcWFE%3D&reserved=0

