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Bulletin for Ansford Families   
 

Issue 3: 23rd October 2025 
  

Message from the Head of School Mr Musson 

So, our first term of the new academic year comes to an end and it's only 9 weeks until Christmas! (so, my daughter told 

me!).  As ever these last two weeks have been jam packed with amazing learning opportunities for our students.  Last 

Tuesday we held our annual ‘Year 2 Sports Festival’.  Students from our local primary schools came to take part and I was so 

impressed with our Year 9 sports leaders who led the activities.  It was so lovely to see our students embracing this 

responsibility and demonstrating strong leadership skills when working with the year 2’s, all done with kindness and 

encouragement.  It was delightful to see. 

 

Last Wednesday we ran the first of two Geography Fieldwork trips to Lyme Regis and this year there was no rain - always a 

bonus!  The day consisted of students collecting information to use towards the Fieldwork study they have to complete for 

the GCSE. 

 

This week we held an all-day rehearsal of Oliver!  I am so excited about the show, the vocals coming from the hall were an 

absolute joy - we are all going to be in for a real treat in December.  Whole school productions contribute significantly 

towards the feel of a school.  Having students from across all year groups working together to produce a final performance 

is truly magical and I cannot thank the staff involved enough to make this happen for our students. 

 

Today I’m fortunate to help assist with the Drama trip to see a performance of ‘Blood Brothers’.  This is a piece of theatre 

that students study for their GCSE Drama.  I haven’t seen this production before so I’m very much looking forward to it. 

 

Students have been sitting their end of term assessments, and our teachers are now starting to provide feedback on how 

students can improve.  These regular assessments are a vital part of ensuring staff and students are clear about what needs 

to be done to further improve, address any misconceptions and for students to demonstrate that they understand any 

errors. 

 

I wish you all a lovely half term break, hopefully we’ll have some sunshine so we can enjoy the outdoors and see the 

beautiful autumnal colours. 

 

All the best, Karl Musson 
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Academy Calendar: Key Upcoming Events 

Week Date in October Event Details Lead 

2 Friday 24th INSET DAY - School Closed to Students  

Half Term - 27th to 31st October 

Week Date in November Event Details Lead 

1 Monday 3rd School Opens to Students  

1 Tuesday 4th Year 11 Bristol Trip - Geography Students - details provided Mr Antoine 

1 Wednesday 5th Year 10 DT Textiles Trip - details provided Mrs Swallow 

1 Thursday 6th Year 7 Students - Orchestra Session Mrs Marshfield 

1 Friday 7th Year 11 Group and Individual Photos Mrs White 

2 W/c Monday 10th Year 11 Mock Exams Fortnight Begins Mrs Dyal 

2 Monday 10th Odd Sock Day for Anti-Bullying Week - details to follow Ms Hirst 

2 Thursday 13th Year 7 Students - Orchestra Session Mrs Marshfield 
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Notices 
 

From Heads of Year 

Reward and Recognition Assemblies Last Week of Term 

We are celebrating the amazing achievements of Ansford students this week! These assemblies highlight the fantastic 

work and contributions of our students, particularly in demonstrating the school’s three core values: Aspire, Respect, 

and Engage. 

 

Well done to everyone for embodying these values in and around the school! 

 

As part of the celebrations, one student from each year group was awarded a £20 voucher for achieving zero negative 

points, and one student 100% attendance, and consistently demonstrating our core values. 
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From Ms Hirst, Deputy Headteacher: Welfare and Inclusion 

School Site Safety 

Please may we remind parents and carers that the maximum speed limit for the school site is 20mph.  Please drive 

carefully throughout the site when dropping off and collecting students.  

WhatsApp Group 

We have been made aware of a nationwide issue with WhatsApp and a group called 'Add Everyone' which does 

exactly as it says, adds all contacts in the phone if the message is opened and then sends out inappropriate messages 

that look like they have come from the sender. Please be vigilant with your children and report online to 101 if this 

happens. It can be prevented by not opening any messages from 'Add Everyone' and deleting them immediately. 

Anti-Bullying Campaign 

School Council are leading the anti-bullying campaign this year; assemblies last week have been really well received. 

The emphasis is on Ansford as a community and we look out for each other, we have lots of ways for students to 

report concerns they have about themselves or others - either in person, online or anonymously through the Student 

Voice Box.  

 

We reiterate to students that every adult in school is there to keep them safe and to think about who their first 

trusted adults would be that they would go to if they needed any help - tutor, head of year, safeguarding team, our 

receptionists, first aiders etc.  

 

Remember to wear odd socks on 10th November to show your support! 

 

We are a Telling School 
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From Mrs Sweetlove, Pastoral Lead- Attendance & Inclusion 

REMINDER: Attendance Matters Booklet 

Attendance Matters: A Partnership for Success 

We believe that excellent attendance is the foundation of educational success.  The Department for Education's latest 

research demonstrates that students with 95% attendance or above achieve significantly better outcomes than their 

peers.  

 

Our Attendance Matters Booklet outlines our collaborative approach to supporting every child's educational journey 

through consistent school attendance. 

 

We take seriously our shared responsibilities of working together as a community, striving for excellence in all we do, 

and ensuring that our school community is valued for who we are and who we can become. Through high academic 

https://cdn.realsmart.co.uk/ansford/uploads/2025/10/10143648/Attendance-Matters-September-2025.pdf
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and personal expectations, we inspire our students to enjoy their time here and ensure that they leave fully prepared 

for the next phase of their lives. 

 

REMINDER: Attendance Matters, Moments Count 

 

 

REMINDER: Attendance and Attainment 
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From Mrs Martin, Finance Manager 

Prom Committee 

 

We have started our annual fundraising for our Year 11 students' Prom; this really helps to keep the Prom ticket 

prices low for all students. 

 

Our first event took place today and we raised £116 at our Cake Sale - all sold out at breaktime which was amazing.  

Thank you to everyone who supported us with this. 
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Our next event is a Year 11 vs Staff football match which will take place on Friday 7th November.  Please see the 

poster below for details, we charge £1.00 entry plus we will sell sweets on the day. 
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From Mrs Martin, Teacher of English 

Ansford Reading Logs 

Congratulations to Ruby H in Year 7 who won our Term 1 prize! 

More information about Reading Logs and what prize is in store next term here. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GWSIvPEZAWfsjRWSFP4J8Ah-_lmJO_K3/view?usp=sharing
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Old/New Board Games Needed! 
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From Mr Newbury, Drama Teacher and Oliver! Production Director 

REMINDER: Oliver! Cast Rehearsal Information 

 

Full day rehearsals for Oliver for all cast: 

● Tuesday 25th November 

● Monday 8th December 

 

Full day Sunday rehearsals for all cast 

● Sunday 16th November 

● Sunder 30th November 
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From Mrs Withers, Head of Maths 

Maths Homework 

Reminder to Year 11 student parents/carers that the students have three 1/2 past papers to complete for homework 

over half term please. 

REMINDER: Year 11 Maths Revision Session Plan 

 

 

 

 

Careers  

Careers Information  

Do not forget that the Careers pages on our website provide a wealth of information for all students, and particularly 

students in KS4 in the process of gathering information for their Post 16 choices: 

https://ansford.org.uk/key-information/curriculum-and-enrichment/careers/
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The Events and Experiences page is updated with information received from the Colleges and Sixth Forms so do keep 

an eye out there for events coming up in our local area. 

 

Somerset Careers Hub 

Please find this months’ careers bulletin with opportunities and resources here:  

8 October 2025 

15 October 2025  

 

 

 

Mrs Marshfield, Head of Creative Arts 

REMINDER: Orchestra Sessions for Year 7 Students 

Year 7 students will be having the exciting opportunity to experience four performances, each one hour long, 

exhibiting and discussing the four sections of the orchestra during November.  Each performance is presented by 

professional musicians demonstrating their instruments and performing individually and as an ensemble.  We look 

https://ansford.org.uk/key-information/curriculum-and-enrichment/careers/events-and-experiences/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jbiJtinMMZyNRzbwjVSQO8aNZrB4L9_b/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vNh6AhQUFon1GPXocELw6rtOLjcgYML_/view?usp=sharing
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forward to sharing some photos!: 

● Thurs 6th November 

● Tues 11th November 

● Wed 12th November 

● Thurs 13th November 
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Ms Rogers, Teacher of French 

Wonderful French Homework from Year 7 

Their task was to design a poster to explain the reasons why we learn French / other languages. They did such a 

wonderful job and I was blown away by their efforts. 
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Mrs Swallow, Head of Design Technology 

Our Artists Work 

Work from our Year 8 artists last week 

 

    
 

REMINDER: Sweet/Chocolate Tubs 

We ask for donations of any unwanted tubs/christmas chocolate tubs for students to take food home in, they would 

be gratefully received! 
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From Mrs Grove, Head of PE 

REMINDER: Extra-curricular Sports Activities for the Autumn Term 
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From Our Student Community 

Well Done Mia T!! 

We are very proud to say that Mia won gold at her golf competition last weekend for Somerset girls - well done Mia! 
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From Caterlink 

New Autumn/Winter Menu 

We will be launching our new Autumn/Winter Menu from the start of the new half term. Here is a sneak peak: 

 

 
 

See the full menu on our website here. 

 

  

https://cdn.realsmart.co.uk/ansford/uploads/2025/10/16134711/ANSFORDAUTUMN2025MENU.pdf
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From Our Local Community 

Youth Connect South West 
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Current Vacancies 

For more information on any of the vacancies listed below, please visit the school website and access the vacancies 
page or click on the links below.  
 
Teacher of ICT and Computer Science 
 
Parent and Family Support Advisor 
 
SEN Teaching Assistant 

For further information on vacancies please click on the link below. 
Ansford Academy Staff Vacancies 

 

https://www.eteach.com/careers/ansford/job/teacher-of-ict-and-computer-science-maternity-cover-1512139/?lang=en-GB
https://www.eteach.com/careers/ansford/job/parent-and-family-support-advisor-1512152/?lang=en-GB
https://www.eteach.com/careers/ansford/job/sen-teaching-assistant-1514507/?lang=en-GB
https://ansford.org.uk/join-us/staff-vacancies/

