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Grade 5 is a strong pass 

Grade 4 is a standard pass

Grades Grades



Core Options
English

GCSE English
Language

GCSE English 
Literature

2 GCSEs

Maths
GCSE

1 GCSE

Science
GCSE

Combined 
Award 

2  GCSEs

PE PSHCE
Covered 
through  
lessons

1 2 3 4

Total = 5 GCSEs Total = 4  GCSEs 
(or equivalent)

Work Experience
Year 10: One week for all students

KS4 CurriculumKS4 Curriculum



KS4 CurriculumTarget Grades
Why have target grades?

Target Grades enable students to:

● have an aspirational but achievable goal to aim for

Target grades enable teachers to:

● plan differentiated work that is appropriate for the needs of 
individual students 

● challenge and support students who are underperforming



KS4 CurriculumAssessment
Teachers use lots of different ways to assess students learning.  

Asking questions, talking to students, using mini whiteboards and end of 
topic/s assessments are a few examples.

Why is assessment important?

enable students to: enable teachers to:

● know the standard of work they are completing

● improve the standard of their work

● assess student progress and use this to inform 
their lesson planning

● provide feedback so students can improve



KS4 CurriculumAssessment: Progress and Achievement Trackers (PAT’s)

Tracking progress over the academic year is 
really important.

There are 6 formal assessments in a year (one 
per term) for each subject

Parents can use these to monitor how their 
child is progressing in each of their subjects

The PAT can be found on the inside cover of 
your child's exercise book



KS4 CurriculumNon-Exam Assessment (NEA)

Used to assess knowledge and skills that cannot be tested by timed written papers

Supervised by subject teacher

Subjects:

● Art & Design (100%: 60% Personal Portfolio, 40% Externally Set Assignment)
● Child Development (60%)
● Design Technology (Product Design) (50%)
● Drama (60%)
● Hospitality and Catering (60%)
● PE (40%)



KS4 CurriculumReporting To Parents

There are three reporting points to parents during the year.

Parents Evening: 28th November

Interim Report: March

End of Year Report: July

Communication throughout the next two years between parents and 
teachers is essential to ensure student success whilst studying GCSEs. 

End of Year Exams: 16th June - 27th June

This will be a formal process under exam conditions 
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Year 10 School Team

Head of Year 
Mr Willson

Year 10 Tutors
10TC Mr Cue

10JM Miss Mascall
10CH Mr Hill

10HK Mr Kershaw

Work Experience Advisor
Mrs Watson

SENCO
Mrs Wood



Grades Yr 10

It starts with 
Yr 10 and ends 
on results day



Grades My expectations

Work hard, 
be kind



 At school:  

• Attendance 
• Work hard in lessons

At home:

• Complete all homework 
• Catch up on any work missed
• Consolidate and revise

The keys to success



Looking to the future

Routes after Ansford

Information about the various routes in 
assemblies and tutor sessions.  

Careers Fair  -  October 2024

Letters will be coming out this week. The whole 
year group go and there is no charge.

Work experience  - July 2025

Yeovil Taster Day - July 2025



GradesWhy are we doing all of this? 

‘It’s my 
future’
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● Two GCSEs and two grades at the end of Year 11.

● There are four examinations at the end of the course 
(Y11). Two of these are for Literature and two are for 
Language. 

● All examinations are closed book (no copies of the text 
to be taken into exams). Language examinations 
contain unseen extracts and Literature Paper 2 
contains unseen poems.

● Both Language & Literature are studied side by side 
and overlap in terms of the skills required.

 

English Language and English LiteratureEnglish Language and English Literature



Paper 1: Explorations in 
Creative Reading and Writing 
(50%)

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and 
Perspectives (50%)

Non-examination Assessment: 
Spoken Language (PASS/FAIL)

Section A: Reading
• One 20th or 21st Century 

literature fiction text

Students will answer 4 
questions on an extract.

Section B: Writing
• Descriptive or narrative 

writing using a visual 
prompt.

Section A: Reading
• One non-fiction 19th 

Century text and one 
literary non-fiction 20th or 
21st Century text

Students will answer 4 
questions on two extracts.

Section B: Writing
• Writing to present a 

viewpoint  (e.g. article, 
speech, etc.)

• Presenting
• Responding to 

questions and feedback
• Use of Standard English

Please note this does not 
count toward the GCSE and 
students will receive a 
separate (ungraded) 
certificate.

Students practised this 
component of the course at 
the end of Year 9 and will 
do their final assessment in 
Year 11.

English Language AQAEnglish Language AQA



Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel 
(40%)

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry (60%)

• Shakespeare - Macbeth
• The 19th century novel - A Christmas Carol by 

Charles Dickens

• Modern text – An Inspector Calls
• Poetry – Power & Conflict Collection
• Unseen poetry

Section A - Shakespeare: Students will answer 
one question. They will be required to write in 
detail about an extract from the text and then to 
write about the play as a whole.

Section B - The 19th century novel: Same as 
above.

Section A Modern Texts: Students will answer one 
essay question from a choice of two on their 
studied modern prose or drama text.

Section B Poetry: Students will answer one 
comparative question on one named poem 
printed on the paper and one other poem from 
the cluster.

Section C Unseen poetry: Students will answer 
one question on one unseen poem and one 
question comparing this poem with a second 
unseen poem.

English Literature AQA



How we run the CourseHow we run the course



Formal Assessments take place within the classroom.  
They allow students to put the skills they have learned 
into practice, and enable teachers to track their 
progress towards their target grade.

End of Year Exams take place at the end of Year 10.  
Students sit one Language paper and one Literature 
paper, and the results are reported home.

Mock exams in Language and Literature take place 
twice in Year 11.  They give the real experience of sitting 
a GCSE paper in exam conditions. They are used by 
teachers (along with in-class assessment results) to 
report progress.

Assessment and Tracking ProgressAssessment and Tracking Progress



GCSE Set Texts:
Macbeth by William Shakespeare
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
An Inspector Calls by J.B.Priestley

 
Recommended Study and Revision guides include: 
CGP GCSE English Macbeth: The Text Guide*
CGP GCSE English A Christmas Carol: The Text Guide*
CGP GCSE English An Inspector Calls: The Text Guide*
CGP GCSE English AQA Anthology of Poetry – Power and Conflict*
CGP GCSE English AQA Unseen Poetry*
CGP GCSE AQA English Language Revision Guide*
CGP GCSE AQA English Language Exam Practice Workbook

 
*Collins AQA Snap study guides are also excellent and very 
accessible.

 



As all students take English Language and English 
Literature, it is vital they spend at least 1 hour per 
week on independent study. 

A variety of independent tasks will be set over the 
course but often will be focused on revision or exam 
practice. Wider reading is encouraged as part of 
independent study.

Succeeding in English will only be possible with 
lots of independent revision and re-reading 
over the two years.

Finally…. Finally
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●

Maths EdexcelMathematics Edexcel

Information for Parents of 
Year 10 Students

GCSE Mathematics (9-1)



●

Maths EdexcelGCSE Mathematics (9-1)

Edexcel GCSE Mathematics (9-1) 1MA1Course

June of Year 11 (Linear Course)Exam Date

Higher Tier – Grades 9 to 4

Foundation Tier – Grades  5 to 1

Decided in January of Year 11

Tiers

New
Grade

9
8
7
6
5
4

3

2

1

Old 
Grade

A*
A

B

C
D
E
F
GHigher Tier

10A1, 10A2, 
10B1

Foundation Tier
10B1, 

10A3, 10B2

≡

≡



Maths EdexcelGCSE Mathematics (9-1)

Exams Paper 1 (1h30m) Non-Calculator - 80 Marks

Paper 2 (1h30m) Calculator - 80 Marks

Paper 3 (1h30m) Calculator - 80 Marks

Any topic can be assessed in any paper and may be 
assessed more than once

Notes



Maths EdexcelAssessment Milestones 
Year 9

Te
rm

 1
Te

rm
 2

Te
rm

 3
Te

rm
 4

Te
rm

 5
Te

rm
 6

KS3 Assessment

End of KS3

Year 10

Te
rm

 1
Te

rm
 2

Te
rm

 3
Te

rm
 4

Te
rm

 5
Te

rm
 6

Assessment 1

Preparation for 
Assessment 2

Assessment 2

Year 11

Te
rm

 1
Te

rm
 2

Te
rm

 3
Te

rm
 4

Te
rm

 5
Te

rm
 6

Final Teaching, 
Revision and 

Preparation for 2nd 
Mock

and final Exam

GCSE Exams

2nd GCSE Mock

Finishing 
Touches
Revision 

Day(s)

Easter Revision 
Day

1st GCSE Mock

Preparation for 
Assessment 3Preparation for 

Assessment 1

Preparation for 
End of KS3 
Assessment



Maths EdexcelAssessment Feedback

Full breakdown of skills 

Green – Secure Skills

Red – Areas to Develop
Hyperlinked to MET Website 
– Videos and practice from 
across the web.

Emailed to students and 
parents after each 
assessment milestone

Current and Target 
Grade and MET score

Grey – Not yet assessed



Maths EdexcelMET Website

Designed and built by Maths 
Staff from the MNSP

Dedicated page for every 
skill in the MET Report

Videos explaining the 
concept and showing how to 
answer exam questions

Links to further help and 
practice from across the web



Maths Edexcel
How Can You Help?

Ensure they have the correct equipment

Review MET feedback with them after each assessment.
       Help them work on highlighted Areas to Develop 
       Use the MET Website

Monitor and support homework and revision
      See homework set on Class Charts
      Ensure they attend revision sessions



Maths Edexcel
How Can You Help?

Monitor and support homework and revision
      See homework set on Class charts
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Biology Chemistry Physics
10 ● Cell biology

● Organisation
● Infection and 

response
● Bioenergetics

● Atomic structure and 
the periodic table

● Bonding, structure, and 
the properties of matter

● Quantitative chemistry
● Chemical changes
● Energy changes

● Energy
● Electricity
● Particle model of 

matter
● Atomic structure

11 ● Homeostasis 
and response

● Inheritance, 
variation and 
evolution

● Ecology

● The rate and extent of 
chemical change

● Organic chemistry
● Chemical analysis
● Chemistry of the 

atmosphere
● Using resources

● Forces
● Waves
● Magnetism and 

electromagnetism
● Space Physics 

(separates only)

GCSE Science - 
What will I cover?

Separate Science have extra content within most of these units 
to extend and apply the ideas further



Everyone sits six papers: Two exams for each Science 
discipline

Tiers: Foundation and Higher. 
Question types: multiple choice, structured, closed, short 
answer and open response.

Combined Science:
Duration: all the papers are 1 hour 15 minutes.
Each is worth 16.7% of the grade and has 70 marks. 

Separate Science:
Duration: all the papers are 1 hour 45 minutes.
Each is worth 50% of the grade and has 100 marks. 

How will I be assessed?



• End of topic assessments
• Assessed tasks/quizzes
• Teacher Feedback from class work

• You must make sure that you act upon 
the feedback you are given to enable 
you to improve - usually using purple 
pen.

How will I know if I am on track?



Independent Study

Homework
• Homework tasks set most weeks, and is 

used to support and extend your 
learning.

• Combination of teacher marked and 
online study (Seneca)

• Separate Science students should expect 
a lot of Science homework as they have 
the option homework time as well as the 
usual Science allocation

Independent Study



Independent Study

Revision
• Revision is an ongoing commitment. 

• Some homeworks will focus on revising 
past topics 

• You will be given the opportunity to 
order a revision guide later in the year. 
These are much cheaper when bought 
through the school.

Independent Study
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Work Experience 
Monday 7th July 2025–Friday 11th July 2025 



The Benefits

• Experience and understanding of the working world
• Transferable skills
• Self confidence
• Motivation and focus
• Supports career exploration and decision-making for 

the future
• Creates networks & opportunities!

The Benefits



• All students in year 10 take part in the work experience programme as there is 
great value in participating.

• Students take responsibility for finding their own work placements – supported 
through tutors, focussed PSHE lessons and individually through appointments 
with Wendy Watson, Independent Careers Adviser 

• Guidance letters will be sent home with students to all families before October 
half term and posted on the website/intranet

Health and Safety and Duty of Care:
• Once placements are secured students will need to get all necessary paperwork 

completed 

• It is really important that students adhere to submission 
deadlines and updates from staff otherwise there is no 
guarantee that placements can be authorised by the Academy

• Any questions to: wendy.watson@ansford.net 

The Programme

mailto:wendy.watson@ansford.net


Work Experience week is:  
Monday 7th July 2025 – Friday 11th July 2025


