KS3 CURRICULUM INFORMATION

FOR FAMILIES



Rationale
At Ansford we believe that students are most successful when they are autonomous learners who are able to take responsibility
for their learning. Our ambition to enable students to develop more resilience and become independent, curious learners can

only happen if we give them the tools to do that. With this in mind, we have organised the way that students learn into a number
of key components.
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Key Components

The key components to the organisation of learning are:

Themes
o There are 3 themes per year, each lasting a term. Each theme subject will teach and learn around the given theme

which will be led by one subject area. Themes subjects include:
o Humanities (Geography, History and RE)
o Creative Arts (Art, Drama and Music)

o Technology (Design Technology and Food Technology)

e Each theme will follow a similar format in Years 7 and 8:
o  Taught lessons in subjects: Teacher directed lessons covering subject content.
o Independent project based tasks: Students will be set independent tasks. Independent learning tasks are
completed at home.
o  Assessment & Review: The final week of term will allow time for students and coaches to review assessment
grades and make improvements where required. This should allow students to meet and exceed their learning

goals.

Steps
o There are 5 step subjects taught as distinct subjects English, Maths, Science, Computer Science and Languages
e Online resources have been developed that allow students to access work which is appropriate to where they are and
allows them to see the learning journey ahead rather than just what they are learning in a particular lesson or topic.
o Independent Learning (homework) is set weekly except for computer science which is set every two weeks.

Themes

Each theme is driven by a key subject area, with other subjects
contributing to the students understanding of the theme. These
subjects are coordinated with each other to show students the
context of a particular focus, and give them the ability to see
context and patterns across the subjects.

Online resources have been developed that allow
students to access work which is appropriate to
where they are and allows them to see the
learning journey ahead rather than just what they
are learning in a particular lesson or topic.
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Independent Learning (Homework)

{ Theme Subjects J [ Step Subjects J

[ Project based Independent Tasks J [ Regular Independent Learning J

[ Tasks completed over a longer period of time J [ A minimum of 48 hours period given to complete J

-

What is the purpose?

To consolidate your learning

To look at an area of learing in more depth

To practise a skill you have been working on in class

Tar allow you the chance to focus on an drea of learning that has interested you

\_ To develop the independent skills require to access the curriculum throughout your time at Ansford

-
How will my teacher know if | have completed it successfully?

- If you have achieved the task at or above your learming goal it will help to ensure you meet your learning goal
in that subject’s assessment and in the mission.
\ L] Your teacher will monitor and support you in the completion of your independent learning J

How will the Independent tasks be marked?
Assessment will depend on the type of task and could be assessed by:

- miarking tasks in class

- sharimg your work in a lesson

- your teacher marking and giving feedback
- using it as part of an assessment

-

neading it to complate the mission d/-

Students will be set no more than 6 pieces of independent learning per week. The amount of time students are expected to
spend on their independent learning depends on which year group they are in.

Year Groups Time per independent learning Number per fortnight Total per week
activity (approximate) (approximate)

7-8 30 12 3 hours

9 40 12 4 hours

Each student is provided with a log book where they can record their independent learning, when it is set and the date it is due.
Students will be given time in lessons to record the work set and the opportunity to record detail if required. Google classroom
will be used to give details by the class teacher.



Supporting Students’ Learning

In school
e Log book
o Students are given a log book at the start of the academic year to record their independent learning tasks.
e Tutor
o Tutors will support students in organising their work and help reflect on what has gone well and next steps.
At home

e All independent work will be set on google classroom by class teachers. Students access these materials at home using
the internet. They can use the materials to consolidate what they have learnt, finish any work not completed, ensure
work is completed to their learning goal and access their independent learning tasks.

Ansford Journey

Students in KS3 work towards individual learning goals which are negotiated between the coach, students and their parents
using prior data to inform discussions. These are then communicated in the language of Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum.

The table below illustrates how the KS3 metals link to KS4 GCSE Grade ranges. Movement between metals is fluid and so
students are not restricted to one metal. Students are able to set their own learning goals that inspire them to achieve the best
grades they can. At Ansford, there are no limits for students. We continue to review students' learning goals and are eager,
through discussions with students and parents, to raise these when appropriate to ensure that both students’ potential and the
positive mindset of students is considered at all times.

KS3 Learning Goal KS4 Learning Goal
Platinum progression to GCSE Grade 8-9
Gold progression to GCSE Grade 6-7

Silver progression to GCSE Grade 4-5
Bronze progression to GCSE Grade 1-3

Reporting

Parents will receive information of their child's progress at 3 points in the year (interim report, parents’ evening and end of year
report) .

The following data will be reported to parents:

Attitude to Learning

e Independent Learning
e Current expected grade
e Oracy

e Attendance %

® Achievement points

e Behaviour points



Student Groups for Teaching

Within a school situation, we need to group students according to our ability to accommodate them, our ability to teach them
and their ability to learn. Students are taught in the following groups at key stage 3.

Mixed ability groups
(Tutor Groups in Year 7)

Setted according to ability
profile

Smaller mixed ability groups for practical subjects

7 All subjects except ....

Maths

Design Technology (DT) and Food Technology (Food)

8 All subjects except .....

Maths

Design Technology (DT) and Food Technology (Food)

9 All subjects except .....

Maths, Science

Design Technology (DT) and Food Technology (Food)




Year 7 Information

During your time at Ansford, you will study many subjects and topics to prepare you as best as possible for the future.
Remember — you might be learning now and preparing to do a job in the future that doesn’t even exist yet!

By the end of year 7 you will:

Learn how and why you are working in themes

Know how to improve your work

Develop the skills to become a more effective learner

Understand that intelligence can be grown

Complete and present your missions

Set and review your individual long term goals in every theme and step subjects

Year 7 Theme 1: Lifeas a ......

Aim: for new year 7 students to understand the various new secondary subjects, be aware of key skills and knowledge within and
across these subjects and be inspired to understand possible career paths in these subjects.

Learning outcomes:

. I have been introduced to the new KS3 subjects, skills and terminology and how subjects work together.

. | understand what key skills | will be learning about and the learning journey and how they tie in to my Ansford learning
journey.

. | am aware of possible future career paths.

Mission: | am an expert in..., showing my skills and knowledge from at least one subject area by improving a piece of work,
helping another person improve their work, creating resources to show my experience and to start to consider my future career.

Theme 1: Lifeasa...... Year 7 Autumn Term Steps

£ N

You will werk in teams to sobie physical,
maovement and communication based
problems, following the theme of ‘Ta
boldhy go’. You will also have the
opportunity to develop your teamwork
skills together with the key physical skills
in a unit of work on Tnvasion games’,
Key concepls commeon across a varkety
of team games will be explored. You will
also have the opportunity to assess your
o fitriess levels by performing a

\Uarlm of fitness testing activities. /




Year 7 Theme 2: Transformation

Aim: for students to understand the power that humans have and the impact they can have on the world through looking at
transformation. Students will look at changes over time in each theme subject, exploring how transformation in one area,
impacts on others, including how religious practices can be transformative in one’s life, how power or protest can change society,
how the ecosystem has changed over time and the impact we have had and are having on it, how we use natural resources to

transform our lives and how recycling and upcycling can help halt
transformation and change in our leisure areas.

Learning outcomes:

the impact we are having on ecosystems, how we represent

° I know how we have impacted on various aspects of life
. | understand how transformations in one area can have profound impacts on other areas
° I understand the importance of an individual and a society

Mission: To prepare a charity event in order to raise money and a
their actions.

wareness of that charity and for students to see the impact of

Theme 2: Transformation Year 7 Spring Term

.

\

You will have the opportunity to develop
your movement and aesthetic skills
through the medium of gymnastics and
further develop your knowledge of
health and fitness through a variety of
fitness based activities. The second half
of the term you will be introduced to the
sport of Ultimate Frisbes. Mot only will
you be introduced to new sports skills
but you will also learn to work
effectively in teams and take an
different roles and responsibilities. This
serves as an introduction to developing

“student agency’ that runs through the
Qf stage 3 curriculum. /




Year 7 Theme 3: Festivals
Aim: for students to understand the key role that festivals, whether they are religious, cultural or traditions play in our life.
Learning outcomes:
| am aware of some key religious festivals
| understand the role that festivals and celebrations have played in British history and why we still celebrate some of
these today

° I understand the economic, cultural and social importance of festivals

Mission: to help to create, organise and then attend a festival at Ansford Academy

Theme 3: Festival Year 7 Summer Term Steps

PE

You will be able ta develog your
running, jumping and throwing skills in
athleties as well as yoaur hand-eye
coardination in a variety of striking and
fielding garmes such as rounders and
cricket. You will continue to take on
leadership rales as well as be given the
opportunity te develop your
abservation and analysis skills through
coaching and umpiring roles.




Year 8 Information

During your time at Ansford, you will study many subjects and topics to prepare you as best as possible for the future.
Remember —you might be learning now and preparing to do a job in the future that doesn’t even exist yet!

By the end of year 8 you will:

Learn how and why you are working in themes
Continue to develop the skills you have learnt in year 7
o how to improve your work
o how to become a more effective learner
Develop your understanding that intelligence can be grown
Complete and present your missions
Set and review your individual long term goals in every theme and step subjects

Year 8 Theme 1: Innovation and Inspiration

Aim: for students to understand the importance of innovation and how inspiration from various sources can lead to amazing
innovation in all aspects of life.

Learning outcomes:

(] | have learned about some of the key British innovations and innovators including their importance in the Industrial
revolution and their importance in the 20th Century

(] | have learned how one key innovation has impacted on many aspects of our current lives (e.g. factories and large scale
production

. I have learned how artwork and music can help make a product successful.

Mission: to create muffins and packaging, along with an advertising campaign to sell a product.

Theme 1: Inspiration and Innovation Year 8 Autumn Term

RE

You will learn about worldviews, how
they are developed and how they help
people to live their life in a particular
wiay. This will start with a debate around
what is real and how this differs for
pecple. You will then go on to examing
baoth religious and secular world views.

PE \
/\‘bu will development of the invasion

games principles you learnt in year 7,
in either hockey or football. You will
continue to develop your teamwork
skills as you take on different rales in
managing a team, inclueding skills
coach, warm-up leader, manager and
official. You will continue to develop
these skills in your orienteering
lessons, as well as your ability to
manage your time. The term ends with
you developing your leadership skills
through leading a group of peers in a

Qaning activity. /




Year 8 Theme 2: Changes for the Modern World

Aim: for students to understand the current world we live in through understanding the changes moving into the modern world
e.g. the class system and how society changed at the end of the nineteenth century.

Learning outcomes:

° I understand how society was not equal before the 20th Century
° | understand how the class system impacted on opportunities and lifestyle
. I have learned how inequalities impact on all aspects of live

Mission: to create a performance, showing an understanding of the inequalities that we have learned about and create some of
the props for the performance.

Theme 2: Changes for the modern world Year 8 Spring Term Steps

RE

In this term you will start your learning
journey af the Abrahamic religions of
Judaism, Christianty and Islam. You will
start with Judaism as it is the oldest of
these religions and it helps us
understand where Christianity and |slam
cam from. We will examine the key
Jewish beliefs and teachings,

PE

You will continue to develep your
moverment and aesthetic skills through
the medium of trampolining, as well as
having the epportunity to improve your
performance and coaching skills. Your
knowledge of health and fitness will
progress thraugh fitness based
activities, You will revisit the fitness
tests you completed in year 7 and
analyse your results for improvements.




Year 8 Theme 3: Our World

Aim: To understand the current world we live in and how inequality is still prevalent in society as well as how diversity enriches
our lives.

Learning outcomes:

° I have learned about the impact of the British Empire and how it helped to shape the Bristol of today
° | understand the importance of movements such as BLM on a global, national and local scale
° I understand that inequality still exists

Mission: To research and produce a documentary on an extreme weather event and the impact it had on different groups of
people as well as the local area and the bigger impact.

Theme 3: Our world Year 8 Summer Term Steps

RE

During the summer term you will focus
on Christianity and Islam. In Christianity
the focus will be on who Jesus was and
why Christians believe that he was God
in human form. You will explore the
teachings and miracles of lesus as well
as his death and resurrection. In Islam
you will conzsider how Islam came
about and its links to Judaism and
Christianity, starting with the life of
Muh d and the ions made
to him by the angel Jibril. You will also

look at why Islam split into two groups
Qer the death of Muhammad. /

PE

You will be able ta further develop your
running, jumping and throwing skills in
athletics as well as your hand-eye
coordination in a variety of striking and
fielding games such as rounders and
cricket. You will continue to take on
leadership rales as well as be given the
apportunity to develop your
abservation and analysis skills through
coaching and umpiring roles.




Year 9 Information

By the end of year 9 you will:

e Continue to develop the skills you have learnt in year 8
o how to improve your work
o how to become a more effective learner
Continue to develop your understanding that intelligence can be grown
Complete and present your missions
Set and review your individual long term goals in every theme and step subjects
have made an inform decision into which subjects you would like to study in year as part of the option process

In year 9 each suite of theme subjects are taught within their own theme as the content is more specific.

Theme 1: Society Year 9 Autumn Term Steps

RE

This unit of work starts with a debate on
whether or not human life is sacred. You
will explore both religious and non
religious views and the teaching behind
them. You will then explore some of the
big issues of abortion, euthanaisa and
the death penalty.

Theme 1: Contested Narratives

PE
ﬂu will continue to your develupmeh

of the invasion games skills and
principles that you learnt in year 7 & 8,
in football. You will continue to
develop your movement and aesthetic
skills through the medium of
trampalining. You will also have the
opportunity to complete a theory unit
in PE, where you will be given taster”
sessions in GCSE PE and Sports Studies,

to help inform your option choices
wer in the year. /

Theme 1: Go Outdoors




Theme 2: Perceptions

heme 2: Conflict and Transformation

Theme 2: Robotics

Theme 3: Stage and Screen

Theme 3: Landscapes and Legacies

Theme 3: Design and Development

Year 9 Spring Term

Year 9 Summer Term

Steps

RE

In this term you will start to examine the
Eastern religions of Hinduism, Buddhism
and Sikhism, starting with Hinduism as
the oldest of the world religions. This will
Eive a great insight inte how human
beliefs about the world around them
developed. You will then examine the
Hindu view of God and the effect this has
on their daily lives.

‘You will return to more games based

sports in the form of netball, handball
and badminton, where you will get to
apply the key skills and principles.
learnt previously, ina new context. You
will be expected to show the
leadership and autonomy skills that
you have been developing since year 7

/

and become good ‘self-managers’.

Steps

RE

During this term you will look at
Buddhisrn and Sikhism. For Buddhism
wou will start with the life of Siddhartha
Guatama as it is his experiences and
teachings that have shaped the Buddhist
world. You will then examines how
Sikhism carme about and how the
teaching of the Sewa helps Sikhs to lead
their lives.

é N

You will be able to further develop your
running, jumping and throwing skills in
athletics as well as your hand-eye
coordination in a variety of striking and
fielding games such as rounders and
cricket. You will continue to take on
leadership roles as well as be given the
opportunity to develop your
observation and analysis skills through

coaching and umpiring roles. _/




