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12 revision tips for students with Additional Needs
(SEND)
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Overview

It is a peculiar but common occurrence that when it comes to
revision, teachers often forget to differentiate for children with
additional needs and disability (SEND). You could have the most
inclusive teacher in the classroom, full of excellent strategies to
ensure everyone can access the lesson, but as soon as revision
tasks are set, they fall back to the generic “revise X".
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Indeed, there are many things that a teacher needs to think about
when it comes to revision support for students with Additional
Needs. A detailed knowledge of the student in question and the
assistance of the special educational needs and disabilities
coordinator should be the starting point of any strategy to help the
individual succeed. But there are some general tips that will provide
a framework for properly supporting the revision of students with
SEND. Here are 12 things to consider.



The Learning
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1. Break revision down into small steps

For pupils with SEND, we need to push the specificity of revision topic and
instructions. Let's take the periodic table as an example: you might set the
class the task of remembering a certain number of elements. For those
with SEND, you might need to scaffold this further. You could create a
resource with a picture of each of the elements down one side of A4 paper
and dotted lines next to each. Ask the student to describe the symbols in
one or two sentences. Following this activity, give the sheet out again and
see if they can repeat the exercise from memory. Such an approach can be
adapted for different subjects.



Chunking

e Chunking is breaking up a big piece of information into smaller
chunks rather like steps in a ladder.

e |t can be used for numbers and words.

* Often students use bullet points to break up information.

Try to remember this by breaking it up into chunks

The average person can take in four numbers or words at a time,
can concentrate on revision for a maximum of 45 minutes at a time
and remembers information best shortly before bedtime

Chunked:
Remember 4 words/numbers at a time

Revision max 45 mins.

Remember best before bedtime
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2. Visual prompts can be really useful

If you have been studying Of Mice and Men, ensure that a student has created
lots of images, mind maps and spider diagrams to revise from. Not only is
making these visual reminders useful for memory, but for those with additional
needs, they can be a comfort blanket to get through what for many feels like an
ordeal.

Help students to cluster this information around specific areas. This should be
incredibly detailed, not just key quotes or characters, but clearly structured:

what, when, why, where and how?
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without using the same wordy

2. Explore the words that are significant

What do they represent?

1. Evaluate why the author used those
words. What did they want us to
think/feel?
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Key Techniques
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FORESHADOWING SYMBOUSM
METAPHOR  SIMILE  JUXTAPOSITION
ADJECTIVE  ALUTERATION REPETITION
CONNOTATION  IMAGERY  STEREOTYPE

PERSONIFICATION GENRE IMPERATIVE
PATHETIC FALLACY
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3. Partnerships

Getting students to work in pairs can be very effective. You can
do this at home with siblings, grandparents or pets!!

Zoom calls with friends to revise together in the evening can be ‘ R ‘3 ¢°<\\‘:\:\\&(° .
productive if monitored. S YRS P A 3 Qomon ™Y
\\n° \ )O- " "(eeko
. ‘Be HoO = = n
You can use flashcards that pose questions and S S ~ e end: o cond

answers, so that students can quiz each other.
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4. Never underestimate the power of song and rhythm

Making things into songs can be incredibly powerful. For example, learning
the parts of the body for PE to the tune of Old MacDonald can work
wonders, especially if actions are included. It has to be multisensory: sing
it, physically touch the area to feel where the parts are, write it out, say it,
put it in a sentence, then answer some practice exam questions. You might
observe some students quietly acting out the actions in the exam hall.



Periodic Table Song



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rz4Dd1I_fX0
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5. Narrative is key
If students can attach a mental hook to something, they are more likely to remember
it. A great way of doing this is to create a narrative around the topic.

Visualising conversations may help many students with SEND to memorise
information by setting it in real-world context. The lecturer said that the students who
found this approach useful would often be seen subtly gesticulating in the exam hall,
remembering the conversations they'd had holding cups of coffee.



The memory palace

You can also use the journey
technique without mentally leaving

Memory experts can even create whole

your house. ; Aot ;
- ; : memory palaces made of imaginary
Imagine a trip through your front door, into ms, and mentally walk around them to
m——— the hall, along to the kitchen ... Note :
retrieve vast amounts of stored data.

things along the way you could use to stick

your list items on to.

Try creating a memory palace
for yourself starting in your
bedroom.

This girl has vsed
objects in her bedroom

to help her remember
the magnetic spectrum.

spectrum goes: rodio waves.

microwaves. infrared. light waves. ‘,—
ultraviolet rodiation. X-roys end )
gomma rodiation ¢
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6. Mnemonics are really useful

| still use the phrase "big elephants are ugly" so
that | can spell "beautiful” correctly. These little
verbal exercises are effective and engaging,
particularly for those with SEND, but you could
go one step further.



NMnemonics

Mnemonics help you to remember by using short words that
stand for something to help you. Here is a Mnemonic for
REVISION.
Rest
Exercise
Variety
Imagination
Structure

Individual
Ongoing
Not too long
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7. Active listening
As a class, the teacher reads out a section of text but has asked students to listen and feed

back on one specific area. If reading Macbeth, for instance, give students different
characters to listen out for, or if you are studying a poem, give out different words.

For those with SEND, it can be a useful way of not overloading the student and ensuring
they are not intimidated by the need to try to spot everything. This ensures that they do
listen to the whole much more attentively than they would have done otherwise.



Active vs. Passi
Active Listening

. Concentrating on what is
being said

. Converting what is being
said to something
meaningful

. Gan turn a classroom
experience from boring &
dry to something
personal & useful

e
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Listening
Passive Listening
« Mechanical & effortless

. If you are awake & can
hear you are listening
passively

« You hear what is being
said but that is about it
w
| bear you,

| but I'm not
’ listening!
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8. Decoding exam questions
| like to train the students to differentiate between the command

words of a question and the subject-specific words. It's worth
having two separate colours and getting students to highlight
which are which. What should be left is extraneous carrier
language that can be ignored. For some students with SEND, this
can be important in enabling them to process what exactly it is
they are being asked to do in an exam.



An example of somewhere Squatter Settlement: area

we have studied: Kibera' . of land \fvhich People
Nairobi (Kenya) illegally build their own
houses

Use a case study to |

2xplain how squatter)

settlements can be

improved. (8 marks)
o

How have these problems been
tackled? Go through each problem and
outline the solutions put in place
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9. Making connections
Some students, particularly with autism, might struggle to

connect what the exam question is asking them to do with the
subject knowledge they possess. Lots of practice contextualising
and understanding the question will be required. Again, spider
diagrams (linked to the decoding exercise above) may help the
students to literally "see” the question and think around the topic.



Association

Association helps a lot of people to remember,
because it is much more powerful when we use our
imagination. The idea is to link objects and ideas to
each other in the craziest way possible.

p

Mind maps (Also called Spider grams) are good for
remembering topics and sub-topics, such as characters in a
book.

Concept maps are good for remembering items where the
order is important, such as the storyline (plot).

~

J




Mind-Maps
1.Imagine a Mind map is like a giant Spider’s Web
with all the ideas around it. The spider (or main

idea) is in the middle and everything is around it.
The most important ideas are in the middle and the

sub-topics go out further and further.
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10. Categorisation
Speech and language therapists will talk until they're blue in the face about this.
Pupils may have a raft of knowledge, but can they tell you what topic it is a part of?
When studying wind turbines, for example, can the students tell you that the subject
is part of "'renewable energy"? Without initially learning the category, it's very difficult
for students to learn and then retrieve the information correctly. For history, | made
flashcards of all the key words linked to an American history unit.
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11. Practise using key vocab in sentence!

While this might seem obvious, there are
many students who have memorised key
words, learned to spell them, even say them,
but are less comfortable using them in a
sentence. Rather than getting students to
merely explain what a word means, they need
to practise using the words.



Reading out loud

Read revision notes out loud to a
particular rhythm

* Music playing in the background

* Tapping feet

* Walking calmly and steadily. This is a
sort of walk and talk
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12. Literacy doughnuts

This idea has come from speech and language therapists, too. Using three
circles (we've blown them up onto A3 paper), prioritise the important
information or words into the inner circle and then, in descending priority, the
middle and the outer.

Literacy doughnuts allow students to revise in a slightly different way to
concept maps. But they can also prevent some students from panicking, as
they can initially concentrate on memorising the inner circle.
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