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Friday 23rd October 2026 

Dear all,  
 
My final newsletter of half term closes what has been a purposeful and enjoyable start to the academic 
year. Thanks to all staff, students and parents/carers for all of the hard work and support.  
 
Appointments 
 
At the end of December Mr Anderson will be leaving us for an exciting new 
position as Head of School at Seaton Valley. Mr Anderson has been an integral 
part of our Senior Leadership Team (SLT) for a number of years and, although we 
wish him well in his new role, he will be a big miss to our school community. After 
a competitive and rigorous application process I am pleased to say that we will 
welcome Mr Close-Ash in January who will be our new Assistant Headteacher 
for Behaviour and Attendance.  Dr Margaret Stewart, who has served Marden 
for a number of years as our Chair of Governors, has now stepped down from 
this role. Mairi Bell (pictured right), parent governor, has taken on the role as our 
new chair of governors. We thank Dr Stewart for the time and dedication that she 
has invested in Marden during her tenure. We have also welcomed a new cover 
supervisor to Marden, Ms Petherbridge. Ms Petherbridge joins our cover team 
who take lessons when staff are absent from school. 
 
New menus 
 

The new menus have been released from Dolce and are now on the 
website ready for after half term. A reminder that the menus are on 
the website and also on display near the PE corridor. Each menu 
runs for a half term and on a three weekly cycle. A reminder that 
there are four food outlets available at lunchtime:  

●​ The Street Kitchen 
●​ Casa Brasilia - Afro-Portuguese and Peri Peri 
●​ The Italian Kitchen 
●​ Boxt  
●​ Toast Office 

Students can also purchase a range of snacks and breakfast options 
at break time. In line with our allergy policy, chalkboards display 
allergens for the meals on offer.  
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Visitors with pets 
In line with our school allergy policy, we kindly ask all visitors, parents and carers to refrain from 
bringing pets into the school reception area. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in 
helping us maintain a safe environment for all of our students, visitors, and staff. Mrs Loader, our 
Allergy Lead, can be contacted at e.loader@mardenhigh.net if you have any questions or require any 
further information.  
 
Policy Reviews 

Our attendance and behaviour policies are due for their annual review in December. Taking into 
account statutory changes such as mobile phones and allergies, we are keen to involve staff, 
parents/carers and students in this review. If as a parent/carer you are interested in being part of a 
small focus group as part of a consultation period, please contact Mr Anderson before the 6th 
November via email (d.anderson@mardenhigh.net).  
 
Sports report from Mr Smith  

Our cross country teams made the short trip to Monkseaton to take part in the North Tyneside 
Schools competition on Tuesday. Despite the blustery and cold conditions, our pupils performed 
superbly, with many achieving top 10 placings. This means they will qualify for the North Tyneside 
team that will compete at the Northumberland County event held in the new year. While we await 
the official times and placings being released, we congratulate all of those that took part and wish 
those selected for the North Tyneside team the very best of luck in the next competition. 

Monday proved to be a great day for our Year 8 Netball Team, who won both their matches in a CVL 
at John Spence. The girls worked hard from start to finish with some fantastic passes and great 
defending. Well done to all the girls on two well deserved wins!  

And finally a great effort was shown from the U16 girls football team on Wednesday, coming away 
from the CVL at John Spence with a loss, a draw and a 3-1 win in their first matches of the season 
Brilliant teamwork and determination shown from all! 

 
Houses assemblies 

We have had an exciting week of house assemblies this week led by Mr Pennington. Students have 
had their photograph taken as a house team and House Captains have been announced. Working as 
a team  ties in with our thought for the week below from Edward Everett  Hale.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Have a great half term! 

 
Mrs K Robson 
Head Teacher 
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It has been a fantastic start to the academic year in the Arts, and well done to 
all of our students who are working hard, embracing new opportunities, and 
making the most of their lesson experiences. Across the department, Year 7 
have begun exploring Underwater through key formal elements, Year 8 are 
studying their favourite foods in Truly Scrumptious, and Year 9 are blending 
design and culture with Trainers and Urban Art Styles. Higher up, our GCSE 
Art students are developing personal ideas around Nature and Destroy and 
Distort, while GCSE Photography students are pushing themselves creatively 
and technically through Horror and Destroy and Distort. 

Beyond the classroom, we are running a North East Landscape Photography 
Competition open to all year groups—students can email their original (and 
optionally edited) landscape photos to the Head of Art and Photography at 
c.olbrecht@mardenhigh.net 

Finally, we are hosting a Christmas Printing Workshop to make custom 
wrapping paper, labels and cards on Thursday 3rd December from               

5:00pm until 7:00pm at a cost of £15 per adult/student. Places can be booked 
and paid for at reception with cash or card. 

 

Thank you for your continued support as our students kick off what promises 
to be an inspiring year! 

 

 
 
Hope​ ​ ​ ​      Agency​ ​ ​ ​ Leadership 



 
 
October 2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Hope​ ​ ​ ​      Agency​ ​ ​ ​ Leadership 



 
 
October 2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Miss C Olbrecht 

 

 
 
Hope​ ​ ​ ​      Agency​ ​ ​ ​ Leadership 



 
 
October 2026 
 

 

 

With the November mocks fast approaching, Year 11 students should now be well into their 

revision for GCSE Computer Science and BTEC Digital IT. 

To support students with their preparation, revision sessions are available every Wednesday 

lunchtime in IT2 with Mrs Joyce and Mr Townshend. 

These sessions are a great opportunity for students to: 

●​ Ask questions about topics they are finding difficult 

●​ Get help with revision 

●​ Practise exam-style questions 

●​ Review areas they are less confident with 

●​ Get some extra support ahead of the mocks 

All Year 11 students are welcome — please encourage your child to attend if they feel they 

would benefit from some additional support. 

The GCSE Computer Science and BTEC Digital IT mocks will take place in November, week 

commencing Monday 9th November. 

Students should be well into their revision by now and making regular use of the resources 

available to them. 

If students are unsure about what they should be revising or need help with a particular 

topic, they should speak to their subject teacher. We are always happy to point them in the 

right direction and provide additional support where needed. 
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There is still time to purchase a GCSE Computer Science or BTEC Digital IT revision guide to 

support revision at home. 

Revision guides can be purchased through ParentPay. We strongly recommend that students 

make use of a revision guide alongside their class notes, revision resources and exam 

practice. 

The earlier students start revising, the more manageable the process becomes — don't leave 

it until the week before the mocks! 

The next few weeks are an important opportunity for students to build their confidence and 

make sure they are fully prepared for their November mocks. Regular revision + asking for 

help when needed = better preparation and greater confidence. 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                    Mrs D Joyce 
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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY NEWSLETTER 

Term 1 | October 2026 

Welcome to the Department 
Welcome to the first edition of our History Department Newsletter for the academic 
year! Whether investigating ancient empires or analyzing modern global diplomacy, 
studying history equips students with critical thinking, analytical writing, and 
evaluation skills. Our goal this term is to foster curiosity and deepen our students' 
understanding of how past events shape our world today. 

What We’re Learning This Term 
●​ Key Stage 3 (Years 7–9) 

○​ Year 7: The Roman Empire - students will be investigating the different 
elements of the Roman Empire 

○​ Year 8: Elizabethan England— Investigating how Elizabeth dealt with 
social, economic and political issues during her reign.   

○​ Year 9: The First World War — Analyzing the causes of the Conflict, 
trench warfare, and the social impact on the Home Front. 

●​ Key Stage 4 (Years 10–11 / GCSE History) 
○​ Health and the People - Medieval, Renaissance, Industrial Britain and 

Modern Day development of medicine through time.  
○​ Year 11 will be moving on to their final unit Norman England after the 

mock exams  
○​ Year 10 students will be moving on to America 1920-973 after they 

have completed the Health and the People unit.  
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Year 11 support outside of lessons 

●​ GCSE Revision Drop-Ins: Wednesday lunchtimes with Mr Pennigton and Mrs 
Thomspon and Friday lunchtimes with Miss Swearman. During these sessions 
staff will be on hand for targeted exam techniques, and content review. 

 

Upcoming Events 

●​ Remembrance Assembly - The History Department will be leading a whole 
school assembly focusing on three local men. Our theme will be “More than 
just a name” 

●​ Holocaust Memorial Day 2027 -  We will be taking part in North Tyneside’s 
annual Holocaust Memorial Day with a small group of students presenting at 
the event.  

Thank you for your continued support 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Mrs A Thompson 
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A busy time within the Maths department, year 11 students are fully focussed on maximising the time they have 
left at Marden High. Extra revision and support for year 11 takes place on a Monday after school in what we call 
the Aftermath so please ensure your child is attending. In addition to this we have had an excellent uptake for 
further maths and the sessions held by Miss Cotterill have been very well attended and received. Again this takes 
place after school on Mondays.  
 
 
We have held two maths support evenings this term one aimed at key stage 3 and the other at key stage 4. Both 
evenings were very well attended and received. The aim of the evening was to promote the subject and give 
parents the knowledge, resources and advice they need to best support their child in maths. 
 
 
Maths in the real world. 
Platonic solids are those 3d shapes that are made up of regular 2d shapes, there are 5 Platonic solids that exist 
and these are tetrahedron, cube (hexahedron), octahedron, dodecahedron, and icosahedron. Research into viruses 
have found that some of the most virulent are in the shape of a platonic solid. A few examples are 
Icosahedron: 20 triangular faces which form the predominant geometric blueprint for spherical viruses like 
HIV, poliovirus, and herpesviruses. Research has shown that these viruses do this to reduce their DNA making 
themselves more effective in getting past the human body's defense system 
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Puzzle Time 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
            ​ ​ ​ ​  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  Mr M Hiscock 
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Ks4 update 

Year 11 students are currently making excellent progress in the exam preparation 

for the mock sessions and are working on information about their local area. They 

are also beginning preparation for speaking exams which will take place at the 

start of December 

 

Y10 have begun work on family and relationships and have just produced some 

fantastic soap opera presentations 

 

Paris trip 
At the end of last term we took 50 Year 9 students on our annual trip to Paris. We 

were blessed with some great weather and a fantastic time was had by all. We 

cruised along the Seine, ate lunch under the Eiffel Tower, visited a fromagerie and 

bought lunch ingredients in a market.  The highlight for many was the trip to 

Disney on the final day. As always, the students were a credit to the school. 
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Languages Bake-Off 
Last week we held the annual bake-off to celebrate the European Day of 

Languages. We had a lot of entries, depicting languages from all over the world.  

Entries included a German apple cake, a Kazakhstan flag, Sushi cakes, an Eiffel 

Tower and many more.  Choosing a winner was extremely difficult but a decision 

was made and the winners will receive House points and an MFL prize. 
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MFL Clubs 
Miss Crozier has started up a French Club on a Thursday lunchtime and attendees 

have been doing some fun activities to increase their cultural knowledge, as well as 

improving their vocabulary. 

Mrs Derry has also started a Duolingo club where students can work on their 

language streaks and build up their points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Ms L Mulvenney 
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A World of Pure Imagination! Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory 

There has been a real buzz of excitement in the Music and Drama 
Department as auditions have taken place for our next school 
production, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 

We have been absolutely delighted by the enthusiasm, talent and 
commitment shown by our students throughout the audition process. It 
was wonderful to see so many students stepping forward, showcasing 
their singing, acting and performance skills, and embracing the 
challenge of being part of a major school musical. 

Auditions are never easy, and we are incredibly proud of everyone who 
took part. It takes courage to step onto the stage and perform in front 
of others, and every student who auditioned should feel very proud of 
their efforts. The standard of talent on display has made the casting 
process a particularly exciting challenge. 

We have already started with some whole cast singing rehearsals and 
have been impressed with everyone's talent, dedication and 
concentration. 

Our final performances of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory will take 
place on 12th and 13th July. We cannot wait to share the finished 
production with our school community and welcome families and friends 
to what promises to be a fantastic celebration of our students’ hard 
work and creativity. 

Keep an eye out for further updates as our journey into Wonka’s 
wonderful world continues. 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​            Mrs A Gibbings 

 
 
Hope​ ​ ​ ​      Agency​ ​ ​ ​ Leadership 



 
 
October 2026 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hope​ ​ ​ ​      Agency​ ​ ​ ​ Leadership 



 
 
October 2026 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Hope​ ​ ​ ​      Agency​ ​ ​ ​ Leadership 


	Welcome to the Department 
	What We’re Learning This Term 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Year 11 support outside of lessons 
	Paris trip 

