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Friday 19th December 2025 

 
Year 11 
Parents and carers of Year 11 students have recently received reports for their children 

following the mock GCSE exams held this term. We were pleased with the attitude and 

manner in which the year group approached these exams and it is pleasing to see that many 

students have achieved good grades for this point in the year. All students will have been 

receiving feedback from their teachers about next steps to take in the preparation for the real 

exams in the summer, and it is this which is now so important for them. They must find out 

what they did not know or could not do, and plan out next steps for improvement. This might 

be a revision plan for use at home or it may be attending the revision sessions that staff are 

putting on at lunchtime or after school. In any case it will involve continuing to be focused 

and engaged in lessons and involving themselves in conversation with their teachers about 

what their next steps should be. I am looking forward to seeing what the students will achieve 

with these great opportunities. In the meantime we will be inviting parents and carers into 

school to look at their children’s books and mock exams on Thursday 8th January. This will 

be on a drop in basis between 4.30pm and 6.00pm. Members of the Senior Leadership 

Team, as well as Head of Year Mr Swain, will be available for parents to talk to in the 

Learning Resource Centre. There will also be a remote Parents’ Evening on Tuesday 13 

January, which is an opportunity for parents and carers to talk to their child’s subject 

teachers. 

 

Guided Choices 
Year 9 have been engaging well with the Guided Choices process and by the end of next 

week they will have watched screencasts for nearly all options subjects. Students have also 

been taking part in taster lessons in various subjects to get a feel for what it would be like to 

study a particular subject at GCSE. Provisional choices will be made by the students in 

January, and at the start of next term the blocks that students can choose from will be 

emailed out to students and their parents and carers.  
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Over the Christmas break, we would ask parents and carers to prepare for this decision 

making by talking to their child about the options they think they might like to take in Year 10. 

More information on the Guided Choices process can be found in the ‘learning’ section of the 

website and the Guided Choices booklet is also linked here and screencasts here. 

 
Exciting Career Opportunities in Energy and Engineering 
In the New Year, we will continue to build stronger links with local businesses, focusing on 

some of the UK’s fastest-growing industries: Energy, Offshore renewables and Subsea 

Engineering. By working closely with Newcastle College’s Energy Academy, based on the 

River Tyne in Wallsend, we aim to raise awareness of the wide range of job opportunities 

available right here in our local area. The Energy Academy is a leader in training students for 

the rapidly expanding energy sector. With cutting-edge facilities such as the world’s most 

immersive Hybrid Reality (iHR) system, welding bays, CAD software and testing equipment 

for wind turbines and solar panels, students will have access to the latest technology to help 

develop the skills employers are looking for. Through this exciting partnership, our students 

will gain invaluable hands-on experience and a deep insight into careers in renewable 

energy, all within our own region. As the North East continues to lead the way in renewable 

energy, this is a brilliant opportunity for students to explore potential career paths and 

develop the skills needed to succeed in one of the world’s most innovative and 

forward-thinking industries. 

 

PTA 
Our PTA has continued this term to provide fund-raising events as well as refreshments at 

various parent/carer events this term. We will next be meeting on Tuesday 13th January at 

5pm in the school library (LRC) to have a cup of tea and a chat about ideas for upcoming 

events and fundraising. If you would like to come along and meet us, with or without your 

own ideas, you will be warmly welcomed. There is no need to come along to lots of 

meetings, or to commit to attending forthcoming events next term as we work on the basis of 

people helping out when they can.  
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Admissions Policy 
There is a statutory requirement that arrangements are consulted upon in a seven-year 

period even if there are no changes to the arrangements. The proposed draft admission 

arrangements for Marden High School can be found on the school websites. There are no 

changes to the arrangements, only some wording within the oversubscription criteria in 

accordance with a recent report from the Office of the Schools Adjudicator. The consultation 

runs from 17th December 2025 until 28 January 2026. Please let me know via email if you 

have any feedback. 

 
Uniform 
As you may be aware we house quite a stock of pre-loved uniform all washed and in good 

condition. We are finding that people find this very useful in saving a bit of money and also 

being eco-conscious. Currently we have an especially large surplus of size 11-12 Purple PE 

Hoodies, black school jumpers in all sizes and purple rugby tops. Parents and carers are 

welcome to have any of those items at no cost. Please contact Mrs McIndewar at 

j.mcindewar@mardenhigh.net. 

 

I would like to wish everyone a peaceful Christmas holiday and look forward to seeing all our 

students back on Tuesday 6 January at 8.45am for a great Spring term.  

 

Mr M. Snape 

Head Teacher 
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As we move towards the end of term, we are pleased to share an update on the fantastic 
work happening across all year groups. 

Our Year 11 students have now completed their mock exams and will soon be receiving their 
results along with thorough, personalised feedback. It is essential that students take this 
feedback on board and use it to guide their revision and strengthen areas for improvement 
as they work towards the summer exams. Revision sessions will begin again in the new year, 
and we strongly encourage all Year 11 students to make the most of these opportunities. 

Year 10 have recently completed their end-of-unit assessment for Business Activity and now 
have their results. Students are now beginning an exciting new unit of work on Marketing, 
where they will explore topics such as customer needs, market research and the marketing 
mix. 

Our Year 9 classes are currently midway through their introductory unit on Business. This 
unit is designed to give students a flavour of what it’s like to study GCSE Business and to 
help them understand the real-world relevance of the subject. Following this, students will 
have a dedicated taster lesson where they can learn everything they need to know before 
making their options choices. 

As always we encourage all students to watch or read the news regularly. Staying up to date 
with current events is one of the best ways to develop a strong business mindset and deepen 
their understanding of the world around them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​             Mrs D Joyce 
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Another amazing term in Drama! We are very proud of the creative achievements of Marden 
High School students this term. 
 
It’s been a busy term for the drama curriculum with key stage 3 students enjoying learning 
new skills as they explore a range of topics: Year 9 have been experiencing GCSE Drama 
skills creating their own short play.  Year 7 students have settled in well and are enjoying 
sharing their performance skills each lesson with their peers. 
  
GCSE Drama students have had a productive term too, developing new techniques for their 
group devised performances. We have also  been fortunate to have secured tickets for a 
workshop and performance of John Godber’s ‘Teechers’ for Year 10 in March, more 
information to follow. Year 11 have worked very hard preparing for a mock exam of the 
written paper and it’s great to see them approach the exam with confidence. Students will be 
embarking on their performance exam in January and we can’t wait to see a showcase of 
high quality work later in the Spring term. 
 
 
Our Christmas Extravaganza took place on 11th December. It was great to see so many 
students coming together to share their talents.  We can now confirm that our next school 
production will be ‘Legally Blonde Jnr.’ There has been a huge amount of interest this year, 
with almost 90 students participating in auditions and technical elements. It’s a fabulous 
opportunity for students to work together, showcase their leadership and make new friends 
along the way! There are lots of opportunities for performance, choreography and technical 
support and we’re looking forward to showcasing this event in July 2026. 
 
On behalf of the Performing Arts team, we wish you all a Merry Christmas! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         Mrs S Berriman 
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Desert Island Discs: A Marden Media Podcast 
 

 
KS4 Media Studies students explore a range of different media texts and platforms across the GCSE 
course: film, adverts, music videos and radio to name a few. Alongside their study of radio, Year 11 
have been looking at the iconic Desert Island Discs programme, considering its importance, structure 
and features for the modern radio audience. Alongside this, Mr Ranson (Marden’s media 
coordinator) has developed and hosted our very own Marden Desert Island Discs by interviewing 
various members of staff across the school so GCSE students can listen and embed their 
understanding and enjoyment of this show more effectively (and also - for anyone else to enjoy 
who would like to). Additionally, some of our Year 9 English students have also explored the 
concept of this show in their lessons surrounding their key text: Never Let Me Go as the protagonist in 
the novel discusses her own favourite song and the nostalgic reasons for this, therefore this has also 
worked perfectly as a Spoken Language task for our Year 9 students too!  
 
Episodes so far have included talks with Mr Horn, Ms Laing and Mr Snape, as well as many more. 
Episodes are available to listen to on Google Classroom or on our website (on the Media Subject 
Cloud) if you are interested in finding out what your teacher’s favourite songs, films, books and 
luxury items are!  

 _______________________________ 
 

Gothic Writing  
 

Year 7 have got their first term of Marden English off to a superb, but spooky start by exploring the 
key theme of ‘Gothic’ through the central texts The Woman in Black by Susan Hill and Cirque du Freak 
by Darren Shan. As part of this unit, the students aren’t just exploring these texts critically, but are 
also taking inspiration from these for their own eerie and exciting Gothic tales showing off their 
excellent creative talents. This will culminate in our annual Gothic writing competition whereby our 
top stories will be published in our very own Marden High School Gothic Tales collection, with the 
theme for 2025/26 being ‘A Dark Christmas’. We can already tell we will have a challenging job on 
our hands choosing our winners this year! Alongside this unit, students have been completing their 
own Gothic inspired homework tasks including Woman in Black dioramas depicting moments from 
this key novel. Here are some of these excellent creative tasks:  
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 _______________________________ 
 

Marden Literary Society 

 
One of our continued key departmental priorities this year is encouraging literacy and challenge 
through literary texts, and therefore we have created and introduced: The Marden Literary Society! 
In their fortnightly Reading for Pleasure lessons KS3 students have the opportunity to discuss and 
reflect on their own reading habits, as well as spending time completing a range of engaging and 
creative tasks built around the importance of reading.  Continuing for 2025/26, each student has 
been given a reading card to collect stamps each time they have completed a book and discussed 
their reading with their teacher. Once students have collected four stamps they will receive 250 
house points and after eight stamps they will be rewarded with 500 house points! Students have 
made a superb start to this this year so far and it has been brilliant for the department to see such a 
buzz around reading! Remember, students can find book recommendations and reading lists on the 
Literacy Subject Cloud available on our website, or can ask their English teacher for further assistance.  
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 _______________________________ 
 
 

Getting Creative 

 
Year 9 students this term have been studying a range of texts such as Never Let Me Go, Lord of the 
Flies and The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time, which has led to perceptive consideration 
of themes and topics such as dystopian fiction, growing up and cloning. During our study of Never 
Let Me Go, a large part of this novel surrounds a school in which students take part in an ‘Exchange’ 
whereby they create a piece of work and fellow classmates are given ‘tokens’ to purchase other 
student work and build their own collection of creative personal items. Inspired by this part of the 
novel, as homework, students studying this text decided to host their own ‘Exchange’ and create 
something to show off and bring this section of the book to life! Students were incredibly 
thoughtful and creative bringing in a wide range of items such as: cakes, artwork and even a 
selection of handmade jewellery! Here are some examples of the brilliant work produced:  
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Students studying Lord of the Flies have been using themes in this novel to inspire their creative 
writing based on ‘The Island’ considering characterisation and narrative based on survival. Students 
have had to create their own Island settings and plummet their own developed characters and 
events into this to immerse themselves in the world of the text more effectively. Here is some 
student creations based on this topic:  
 

 

 
 

_______________________________ 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
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Here is what your English & media teachers have on their Winter Reading List:  
 

Mr Horn:  A Lake District Christmas by Various 
Mrs Cathcart: Milkman by Anna Burns 

Miss Laing:  A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 
Mr Ranson: A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving 
Ms Taylor: The Mercies by Kiran Millwood Hargrave 

Miss Lees: Sweet Sorrow by David Nicholls 
Miss Boyle: The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt 

 

 

 

 
                                      Mrs E Cathcart 
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As we reach the end of the autumn term, we would like to celebrate the hard work and 
progress made by all our geography students from Year 7 through to Year 11. This term 
has been full of exciting learning, new skills and important assessments. Below is a 
summary of what each year group has been studying.  
 
 
Year 7 - Discovering Geography.  
 
This term they have: 

●​ Learned what geography is and why it is important 
●​ Developed key geographical skills including map skills by practising their atlas 

skills through the use of grid references and map symbols. They have also 
developed their numeracy skills by practising the mean, range, turning numbers 
into a percentage and calculating the percentage change.  

●​ Explored physical and human geography through the studying of Amazing Places.  
●​ Begun learning about population.  

 
 

Year 8 - Understanding our World. 
 
Year 8 have built on their geographical knowledge and skills this term by studying:  

●​ Development including how you can measure development in a country, 
economic indicators v social indicators of development. They have used their Year 
7 Population knowledge to highlight the features of a LIC population and how this 
influences development.  

●​ Natural Hazards such as metrological hazards, tectonic hazards and 
geomorphological hazards. They have used their Year 7 knowledge from 
Population and Climate Change to identify and explain what impact they would 
have upon natural hazards.  

 
They have continued to improve their use of geographical vocabulary, data analysis and 
extended written answers.  
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Year 9 - Preparing for GCSE Geography.  
 
Year 9 students have been preparing for the transition to GCSE geography. This term they 
have focused on: 

●​ Superpowers including the different types of power, the factors a country needs to 
become a superpower, the current superpower and how this has changed 
throughout history, how IGO’s such as the UN, organisations such as the NATO and 
Individuals such as Elon Musk can challenge superpowers.  

●​ Conflict including different types of conflict such as piracy, modern day conflict 
and historical conflict by looking at the Middle East with a focus on Palestine and 
Israel. They have utilised their superpowers knowledge often and developed it 
further  within the conflict topic.  

●​ Their most recent assessment included a GCSE 9 mark Question based on 
Superpowers.  

 
This term has helped students decide whether they wish to continue geography at GCSE. 
They will continue to watch the remaining option subjects screencasts on Friday 
mornings during form time.  
 
 
Year 10 - GCSE Geography in Action.  
 
Year 10 students have made a strong start to their GCSE course. This term they have 
studied:  

●​ Physical geography through the completion of Living World which they started in 
Year 9. Within the topic of Living World they look at a small-scale ecosystem;pond 
looking at the key components and the difference between food chains and food 
webs.  
They look at two biomes in depth; tropical rainforests and hot deserts. They 
studied the key components, how animals and plants have adapted to survive in 
that biome and the key factors that impact upon the biome.  

●​ Resources by looking at the three main resources; energy, food and water in the 
UK and around the world. Water is our in-depth study. Students have looked at 
two case studies; South to North China water transfer scheme and Hitsoa in 
Ethiopia  for improving water supplies.  

 
Students are becoming more confident with GCSE content and expectations. They have 
completed two assessments so they are becoming more confident within their exam 
practice by utilising their feedback from their first assessment to improve and develop in 
their second assessment.  
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Year 11 - GCSE Focus and Mock Exams. 
 
Year 11 have worked extremely hard this term. They have:  

●​ Completed key content across physical (Topic 4 Rivers) and human geography 
(Topic 1 Urban Issues and Challenges comparing London and Lagos).  

●​ Taken part in GCSE Paper 1 mock examinations demonstrating their progress. 
●​ Received detailed feedback that can be found in their assessment folder and on 

their Google Classroom to help identify strengths and areas for improvement.  
 
 Students are now beginning focused revision as they prepare for their Paper 2 mock next 
term and their final GCSE exams in the summer.  I know many students have been 
attending Revision Sessions at lunch time and after school to fully make the most of their 
revision. These sessions will continue after Christmas with a particular focus on exam 
practice.  
 
The Geography Department would like to thank Miss Brown, our geography trainee 
teacher, and wish her the best of luck in her new placement school. Miss Brown has 
taught a number of classes in KS3 and has been team teaching Miss Robson's Year 10 
geography class.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. We wish all the students a restful and well 
deserved break and look forward to another successful term in geography.  
 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  
 
The Geography Department. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  ​ ​   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​              ​            Miss C Robson  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   
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Extracurricular activities 
 
Pupils have enjoyed a full programme of extracurricular activities this term, with clubs being 
run in a variety of sports . Pupils have had the opportunity to take part in football, netball, 
rugby, badminton, table tennis, volleyball, and cross country running. The popularity of these 
clubs has proved to be huge, with students engaging in team practices and fun recreation 
activities before school, lunchtimes and after school. In addition to this, the fitness suite has 
become available for pupils to use at lunchtimes and has proved very popular, with many 
signing up to use the facility to improve their fitness, as well as their physical, mental and 
social health. 
 
We in the PE department are proud of the effort and commitment shown by the pupils that 
take part in these clubs, and we welcome anyone else that would like to join in. 
 
 
Football 
The popularity of football continues to grow and all year groups have played in the local 
league, North Tyneside cup and County cup competitions. Both the boys and girls teams 
have performed brilliantly with many victories earned so far.  The Year 8 boys football team 
has made a good start to the season this year. They have not dropped a point in the league 
and have progressed in the North Tyneside Schools cup competition. The Year 7, 9 and 10 
boys teams are still in at least one cup competition and will look to carry this form into their 
next round of games in the new year. 
 
The girls U13 and U15 teams have also played in the County Cup competitions this term and 
The U15 team is through to the quarter finals in the new year. We have a huge pool of 
talented players at Marden and the standard of football is very high. We wish all our teams 
well in the new year fixtures.  
 
Monday and Wednesday nights have seen our teams take part in Central Venue League 
7-a-side competitions held at schools around the district. The pupils have enjoyed these 
small sided games, even though some were played in fairly extreme weather conditions! 
 
The Futsal competitions have proved hugely popular, with teams from Years 7 to 9 
competing in the county cup competitions.  
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Finally, the teams have all played in their respective County Cup competitions this term, with 
the Year 9 and 10 boys teams progressing to the quarter finals to be held in the new year. 
The Year 8 and 10 girls teams are also still in their County Cup competition and we wish all 
teams every success in their next round fixtures. 
 
 
Netball 
The Netball leagues for Year 7 to 11 pupils are well underway and will continue after the 
Christmas holidays. The teams have been dedicated to training and that has shown in their 
form so far this year. The Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 netball teams have started off the year in 
a superb manner. The Year 8 team have been unbeaten throughout all of their friendly 
matches since the start of October, with several of their wins being double figures. The 
turnout at training sessions has been extremely high, a sign of the brilliant dedication and 
competition for places that exists in the squads. 
 
The Year 9s have had success on the court playing against tough oppositions from new 
schools. The Year 11 team remains undefeated for the fifth year in a row. We look forward to 
the high levels of competition from all our netballers after the Christmas Holiday.  
 
 
Rugby 
The Year 9 boys rugby team have competed in the County Cup competition this term, with 
games against Bede Academy and Kings Priory. The boys have played some magnificent 
rugby in these games, and will be back in action in the new year. The Year 7 boys team 
began their playing career with some brilliant rugby which resulted in a win against Bede 
Academy, a draw with Blyth Academy and a narrow loss to Ponteland High School. All other 
Year group teams start their season in January with competitions throughout the spring term. 
 
 
Cross country 
Before half term, all pupils in Marden completed the cross country event in their PE lessons. 
The pupils’ finishing positions were used for the House Cross Country competition, with 
Alnwick House the overall winner in the girls competition, and Dunstanburgh in the boys 
competition.  
 
The top performing pupils were selected to represent the school at the North Tyneside 
championships. Runners across Years 7-11 competed at Monkseaton High School in the 
North Tyneside Championships this term. The Marden teams had a 1st place finish in the 
Inter Boys and Inter Girls competition, as well as the Junior Boys and Junior Girls team 
events and individually, had 22 runners qualify for the County Championships in January. 
Very well done to all runners. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hope​ ​ ​ ​      Agency​ ​ ​ ​ Leadership 



 
 
December 2025 
 

 
 
Badminton and Volleyball 
The KS4 Volleyball teams have also been in action in their Central Venue League this term, 
with the boys having played two competitions and the girls one. The boys teams won their 
competitions, and the KS3 girls also victorious in their tournament. Volleyball is a growing 
sport at Marden, but players have learned quickly and developed a great team mentality. 
 
 
House Competitions 2024 
 
And finally, the PE team are pleased to announce that there will be House sports 
competitions starting after school next term. Each Monday and Wednesday there will be a 
tournament between the houses in a variety of sports. Please watch out for the posters 
around school and on social media for information of what is coming up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr G Smith 
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This term Year 7 students took part in a drop down day as part of their personal development 
curriculum. The sessions were focused around keeping themselves safe and they were able 
to attend sessions delivered by the police, fire service and a gambling awareness 
organisation called NECA. There was also a focus on online safety where students explored 
healthy screen time, healthy use of mobile phones, and awareness of their digital footprint. 
 
 
Year 9 had a similar experience but with the theme of respect. The aim was to enable 
students to explore the importance of respecting themselves and having positive 
relationships with those around them. The day began with a talk about healthy masculinity 
and how social expectations placed on young men can be damaging to both men and 
women. The students engaged extremely well, with some thought provoking and insightful 
questions asked at the end by our students. Students then moved into workshops delivered 
by a variety of external speakers, including developing empathy, the risks we face online, and 
unconscious bias. As usual, our guest speakers were impressed with the maturity shown by 
our students and made comments on how confident and polite they are. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        Mrs C MacLeod 
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GCSE Astronomy 
 
The first term of our GCSE Astronomy has started with a 
BIG BANG. We have learned about the Earth-Sun-Moon 
system, and how we can use time to calculate our 
longitude! 

We have recently started our Celestial Observations topic, 
learning about the different objects in the night sky and how 
to navigate the stars in the night sky. 
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​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​           
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                Mrs C Atkinson 
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Technology Department 
Welcome to the Design and Technology Department Newsletter! 

 

Year 7: Year 7 STEM students have been studying Smart Materials and Scale 
as part of their Chinese New Year Keyring Project. Students have learned 
about the traditions and history of Chinese New Year and are in the process of 
creating their own unique Keyring to celebrate the occasion with some 
fantastic and creative outcomes planned. In Technology lessons students have 
made a fantastic start to their three topic areas (Textiles, Food and Metal 
Design). They’re proving to be a very creative and skilled year group as well 
as independent and determined learners. 
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Year 8: Year 8 have completed their first rotation in Technology, completing 
one of our 4 projects of the year. 
Fantastic progress has been shown 
across all classes with creativity 
resilience shown in all areas 
resulting in excellent practical 
outcomes in woodwork, metal work 
and food, and fascinating 
presentations given in STEM. 
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Year 10 and 11: 
Coursework is well underway with all Technology Subjects in Year 11 (Food 
Prep and Nutrition, Design and Technology, Engineering Design and Child 
Development). Students are working hard to complete this work and achieve 
as many marks as possible towards their final grade ahead of the Summer 
exams. 
 
Those studying D&T are gearing up to start making their prototypes in the New 
Year, a highlight of the course where they bring together their making skills to 
produce an accurate representation of their personalised design solution. 
Meanwhile Food students are being their second NEA piece investigating their 
chosen brief ahead of their practical exam in February where they are 
challenged with creating 3 high skill dishes from scratch in 3 hours. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Ms K Nicholls 
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The Library Book of the Week: Winter Term Reads 
Each week the Library Club selects a book for students to read an extract from together in form time. 
Literacy Leaders lead the discussion and it offers the opportunity to explore the books we have on offer in 
the library. Here are all the recommendations that we have had for the Winter Term! 

 

~~~~~ 
Winter Literacy Competition 
Students have a creative writing competition to get involved in over the festive period. They can send their 
creations to the Literacy Cloud for publication and house points! They explored some poems written by 
Valerie Bloom, James Carter  and A.F. Harrold during Reflection Time last week for inspiration, culminating in 
a whole-class performance of a poem! Below are two of them- Baffled Turkey by Valeria Bloom and Melted 
Friend by A.F. Harrold- for you to have a go at performing them at home! 

 
 
Hope​ ​ ​ ​      Agency​ ​ ​ ​ Leadership 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RZBKW3vJihNAtlkfiOxRBvRU9mdbyTJdlfb92Y5CP9w/edit?slide=id.g2f83df7d188_0_0#slide=id.g2f83df7d188_0_0


 
 
December 2025 
 

 

 

~~~~~ 
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The Weekly Literacy Challenge 
Every Monday students are emailed the Weekly Literacy Challenge. Linked to the theme of the week, they 
will have the opportunity to be creative, receive 50 house points and have their pieces published on the 
Literacy Cloud. Below are some of the contributions we have received this half term, inspired by two of our 
Themes of the Week, Our Environment and Learn Something New… 
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~~~~~ 
Literacy at Home on The Literacy Cloud 
There are lots of reading recommendations and links, literacy challenges and a celebration of students' 
creations on The Literacy Cloud. Take a look! 

 

 
 
Hope​ ​ ​ ​      Agency​ ​ ​ ​ Leadership 

https://sites.google.com/mardenhigh.net/literacy/home


 
 
December 2025 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        Ms A Taylor 
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	Technology Department 
	Year 7: Year 7 STEM students have been studying Smart Materials and Scale as part of their Chinese New Year Keyring Project. Students have learned about the traditions and history of Chinese New Year and are in the process of creating their own unique Keyring to celebrate the occasion with some fantastic and creative outcomes planned. In Technology lessons students have made a fantastic start to their three topic areas (Textiles, Food and Metal Design). They’re proving to be a very creative and skilled year group as well as independent and determined learners. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Year 8: Year 8 have completed their first rotation in Technology, completing one of our 4 projects of the year. Fantastic progress has been shown across all classes with creativity resilience shown in all areas resulting in excellent practical outcomes in woodwork, metal work and food, and fascinating presentations given in STEM. 
	 
	Year 10 and 11: 


