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Friday 20th December 2024

Dear All

We have had a number of new students start at Marden this term and it has been good to

see them settle quickly, getting into the habits and routines that help our students enjoy

school and do well in their studies. Staff have been checking in regularly with students and

parents, and feedback has been very positive, a little sample of which I have included here

from some of our Year 7 children.

● “… happy to have joined Marden and has enjoyed meeting new people to talk to and

make friends with. He feels the building has a calm and quiet feel about it and his

teachers have been nice.”

● “... delighted to be at Marden and feels she has settled well. She has been confident

enough to quickly and actively take part in lessons and make friends.”

● “... said his first week has been really good. He has enjoyed his lessons, especially

maths, English and history.”

● “... feels the school has been very welcoming and everyone has been nice to him. He

has especially enjoyed PE and IT.”

● “... really pleased to have been offered a place at Marden High School. … describes it

as perfect, smaller and quieter than his previous school.”

Parents and carers of Year 11 students have recently received reports for their children

following the mock GCSE exams held this term. We were pleased with the attitude and

manner in which the year group approached these exams and it is pleasing to see that many

students have achieved good grades for this point in the year. All students will have been

receiving feedback from their teachers about next steps to take in the preparation for the real

exams in the summer, and it is this, as I told students in assembly this week, which is now so

important for them. They must find out what they did not know or could not do, and plan out

next steps for improvement. This might be a revision plan for use at home or it may be

attending the revision sessions that staff are putting on at lunchtime or after school. In any

case it will involve continuing to be focused and engaged in lessons and involving
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themselves in conversation with their teachers about what their next steps should be. I am

looking forward to seeing what the students will achieve with these great opportunities. In the

meantime we will be inviting parents and carers into school to look at their children’s books

and mock exams on Thursday 9th January. This will be on a drop in basis between 4.30pm

and 6.00pm. Members of the Senior Leadership Team, as well as Mr Topping, will be

available for parents to talk to in the Learning Resource Centre. There will also be a remote

Parents’ Evening on Tuesday 14 January, which is an opportunity for parents and carers to

talk to their child’s subject teachers. Appointments for this are available to book via the

schoolcloud on Friday 20 December from 8.00am.

It's been good to see Year 9 fully embrace the Year 9 Guided Choices process so far this

term. Students have now watched assemblies for most of the options subjects with Travel

and Tourism (BTEC), Child Development (CNAT) and Engineering (CNAT) to watch on their

return from the Christmas break. Students have watched these assemblies in form time,

making notes on the course content, assessment style and appeal. If your child has missed

any of the assemblies they can find the screencasts on the website. The students have been

asked to consider a wide range of subjects that they would be interested in taking. In the first

week back Mrs Robson will be communicating to students and parents the blocks that they

will be able to choose subjects from. The provisional choices will then be made via a google

form in form time on February 14. The provisional choices are a good way for us to identify

which subjects are most popular with students and for students to give us some feedback on

the blocks ahead of their final choices on March 7th.

The long awaited netball challenge between Year 10 and staff took place this week, and it

proved to be an excellent contest. The Year 10 girls are a famously successful team with one

of the best records in the region. However, it seems that the staff team have been practising

strategy - or perhaps it was the height advantage - as they squeezed a close victory from the

game winning 22-17. All players enjoyed the event, and, as you would imagine, it was played

in great spirit.

I would like to wish everyone a peaceful Christmas holiday and look forward to seeing all our

students back on Tuesday 7 January at 8.45am for a great Spring term.

Mr M. Snape

Head Teacher
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Your Latest Updates from the Business Department!

Year 11: Mock Exams Complete!
Congratulations to our Year 11 students who have just completed their mock exams, tackling
GCSE Business Paper 1. This has been a valuable opportunity to test their knowledge and
exam techniques, helping them identify areas for improvement as they gear up for the final
exams. Remember to reflect on your feedback when you get it and use it to shape your
revision strategy moving forward!

A quick reminder: revision guides are an incredibly valuable resource. If you haven’t already,
it’s not too late to get one! They’re packed with key content, practice questions, and tips to
help you succeed.

Year 10: Spotting Opportunities & Making Businesses Effective
Year 10 students have just wrapped up their work on spotting business opportunities. This
exciting topic explored how entrepreneurs identify gaps in the market and turn ideas into
reality.

We’re now moving on to how to make a business effective. Students have been exploring the
aims and objectives of new start-ups, which are the foundation for any successful business.
Next, we’ll be diving into the numbers—learning how to calculate costs, revenue, and profit.

Important Reminder: As we work on financial calculations, it’s crucial that students bring a
calculator to every lesson. This will help them practice essential mathematical skills needed
for their exams.
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Year 9: An Introduction to Business
Year 9 students have been enjoying an introduction to GCSE Business, getting a taste of what
the course is like. They’ve been engaging in discussions about what makes a successful
business and exploring basic concepts. This early exposure is designed to help them make
informed decisions as they approach their guided choices later in the year.

If your child is considering Business as one of their options, feel free to reach out for more
information—we’re here to help!

Top Tips for GCSE Success:

1. Stay organised: Keep notes up to date and regularly review them.
2. Use your revision guide: It’s a great tool for building confidence and understanding

key concepts.
3. Ask for help: If you’re struggling with a topic, don’t hesitate to ask your teacher for

support.

Let’s keep the momentum going, and here’s to another fantastic term in Business!

.

Miss D Parker
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Another amazing term in Drama! We are very proud of the creative achievements of Marden
High School students this term.

It’s been a busy term for the drama curriculum with key stage 3 students enjoying learning
new skills as they explore a range of topics: Year 9 have been experiencing GCSE Drama
skills creating their own short play. Year 7 students have settled in well and are enjoying
sharing their performance skills each lesson with their peers.

GCSE Drama students have had a productive term too, developing new techniques for
devising. Mrs Berriman has also been learning and enjoyed a fabulous workshop with Kerry
Frampton (Artistic Director, Splendid Productions). We then explored some of these
techniques which have supported students’ own devised performances. Year 11 had a great
time at the theatre recently. We particularly enjoyed the inspirational ‘Please Right Back’ and
we also loved our tour of the Royal Georgian Theatre in Richmond. Year 11 students will be
embarking on their performance exam in January and we can’t wait to see a showcase of
high quality work.

Our Christmas Concert was a huge success and it was great to see so many talented
students coming together to share their performance work. We can now confirm that our
next school production will be ‘Mary Poppins Jnr.’ Auditions will begin in January and we’re
sure it will be another fantastic show with opportunities for performance, choreography and
technical support. We hope to see many of you once again showing your support at the
performances in July 2025!

On behalf of the Performing Arts team, we wish you all a Merry Christmas!

Mrs S Berriman
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The Be All: An English Podcast

With our departmental podcast established across the school last year; we have started this
academic year by taking a different route to build our bank of reading resources for students to
access. Members of the English department have been recording our own favourite seasonal short
stories for students to access either in Reading for Pleasure lessons or independently to broaden
their reading habits. It is a firm belief that to be an effective writer you must be an effective reader
too, so we have been encouraging students to not only listen to these stories for their own
enjoyment and interest, but to also build their writing skills through exposure to challenging
vocabulary, interesting descriptions and perceptive themes. Readings so far have included The Gift
by Ray Bradbury, The Story of the Goblins Who Stole a Sexton by Charles Dickens and Summer People
by Shirley Jackson. All are available on the English Subject Cloud which can be found on our website
as well as individual class Google Classrooms. And let’s not forget last year’s particularly festive
audiobook of A Christmas Carol (read by Mr Horn) which students have been enjoying listening to
for a second year!

_______________________________

Gothic Writing

Year 7 have got their first term of Marden English off to a superb, but spooky start by exploring the
key theme of ‘Gothic’ through the central texts TheWoman in Black by Susan Hill and Cirque du Freak
by Darren Shan. As part of this unit, the students aren’t just exploring these texts critically, but are
also taking inspiration from these for their own eerie and exciting Gothic tales showing off their
excellent creative talents. This will culminate in our annual Gothic writing competition whereby our
top stories will be published in our very own Marden High School Gothic Tales collection, with the
theme for 2024/25 being ‘A Dark Christmas’. We can already tell we will have a challenging job on
our hands choosing our winners this year! Here are some extracts from this year’s entries:
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Tick! Tock! Tick! Tock echoed around the ancient, dull mansion striking through the heart of the only man who lived
in solitude there. The walls were a moss green through the built up mould of uncared for problems over the years of
sullen he had lived in. Charlie Thomas lived in isolation in his titanic, snow-covered home. The bare, paper white
trees whistled with the vigorous wind of the 24th December. Hail bounced furiously against the prehistoric,
unstable windows like a murderer banging on the door to get in. He stood up tediously and watched over the plain,
bleak for miles fields with great intent. The only illumination in the thick night sky was a green tree wrapped in
multicoloured lights with a star on top; a sight that didn't quite enlighten his day. Beneath it were scarlet coloured
presents as a family sat and sang in euphoria around the spitting fire. He turned away with no time to linger and
listen to the utter clangour. The joy enraged him inside. He was not optimistic at Christmas time. In fact he despises
it and has done so for years now.
Frankie
It was quiet, for the first time in the dingy,insignificant village of which I had the misfortune to live in, quiet. I
savoured the words on my tongue, quiet . The smell of pine filled my small room, if you could call a space the size
of a storage cupboard a room. Nevertheless,it was what I had to call my room. I peered out the window and
gasped, the night sky was of a deep black, almost as if a cluster of diamonds had been thrown in the sky. A hint of a
smile played on my lips and faded as quickly as it had come. Suddenly, there was no darkness, I was trapped in a
pool of light coming frommy door which was now open, and peering at me through the frame was my half sister
Alyssa.
Ava

_______________________________

Marden Literary Society
One of our key departmental priorities this year is encouraging literacy and challenge through
literary texts, and therefore we have created and introduced: The Marden Literary Society! In their
fortnightly Reading for Pleasure lessons KS3 students have the opportunity to discuss and reflect on
their own reading habits, as well as spending time completing a range of engaging and creative
tasks built around the importance of reading. Newly introduced for 2024/25, each student has
been given a reading card to collect stamps each time they have completed a book and discussed
their reading with their teacher. Once students have collected four stamps they will receive 250
house points and after eight stamps they will be rewarded with 500 house points! Students have
made a superb start to this new initiative and it has been brilliant for the department to see such a
buzz around reading! Remember, students can find book recommendations and reading lists on the
Literacy Subject Cloud available on our website, or can ask their English teacher for further assistance.
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_______________________________

Getting Creative

Some of our Year 9 classes have been studying the excellent novel Never Let Me Go by Kazuo
Ishiguro which has led to perceptive consideration of themes and topics such as dystopian fiction,
wider school life and even cloning. A large part of this novel surrounds a school in which students
take part in an ‘Exchange’ whereby they create a piece of work and fellow classmates are given
‘tokens’ to purchase other student work and build their own collection of personal items. Inspired by
this part of the novel, as homework students studying this text decided to host their own ‘Exchange’
and create something to show off and bring this section of the book to life! Students were
incredibly thoughtful and creative bringing in a wide range of items from cakes, artwork and even a
crocheted bag! Here are some examples of the brilliant work produced:
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_______________________________

Here is what your English & media teachers have on their Winter Reading List:

Mr Horn: Christmas: A Candid History by Bruce Forbes
Mrs Cathcart: The Penguin Book of Christmas Stories by Various

Miss Laing: Poems for Christmas by Various
Ms Fenwick: Prophet Song by Paul Lynch
Mr Ranson: Orbital by Samantha Harvey

Ms Taylor: Family Lore by Elizabeth Acevedo
Miss Lees: One Day by David Nicholls

Miss Kingston: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis
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_______________________________

Mrs E Cathcart
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Extracurricular Activities

Pupils have enjoyed a full programme of extracurricular activities this term, with clubs being
run in a variety of sports. Pupils have had the opportunity to take part in football, netball,
rugby, badminton, table tennis, volleyball, and cross country running. The popularity of these
clubs has proved to be huge, with students engaging in team practices and fun recreation
activities before school, lunchtimes and after school. In addition to this, the newly formed
fitness suite has proved very popular with pupils, with many signing up to use the facility to
improve their fitness as well as their physical, mental and social health.

We in the PE department are proud of the effort and commitment shown by the pupils that
take part in these clubs and we welcome anyone else that would like to join in.

Football
The popularity of football continues to grow and all year groups have played in the local
league, North Tyneside cup and County cup competitions. Both the boys and girls teams
have performed brilliantly with many victories earned so far. The Year 10 boys football team
has made a good start to the season this year. They have not dropped a point in the league
and have progressed in both the cup competitions. The Year 7, 8 and 9 boys teams are also
undefeated so far this year in the league and will look to capitalise on this form moving
forward in the new year.

Monday and Wednesday nights have seen our teams take part in Central Venue League
7-a-side competitions held at John Spence. The pupils have enjoyed these small sided
games, even though some were played in fairly extreme weather conditions!

The newly formed Futsal competitions have proved hugely popular, with teams from Years 7
to 9 competing in the county cup competitions. The Year 7 boys team deserve special
mention as they currently top their group with 4 wins from 4.
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Finally, the teams have all played in their respective County Cup competitions this term, with
the Year 9 and 10 boys teams progressing to the Quarter Finals to be held in the new year.
The Year 8 and 10 girls teams are also still in their county competition and we wish all teams
every success in their next round fixtures.

Netball
The netball leagues for Year 7 to 11 pupils are well underway and will continue after the
Christmas holidays. The teams have been dedicated to training and that has shown in their
form so far this year. The Year 7 and Year 8 netball teams have started off the year in a
superb manner. The Year 8 team have been unbeaten throughout all of their friendly matches
since the start of October, with several of their wins being double figures. The Year 7's have
also followed suit in winning all but one of their games; a draw in their first match the only
game that wasn’t a victory. The turnout at training sessions has been so high that there were
two final teams chosen to play for the school.

The Year 9's have had success on the court playing against tough oppositions from new
schools. The Year 10 team remains undefeated for the fourth year in a row. Year 11 have
been crowned North Tyneside Champions in a one off tournament and continue to play well
in the league. We look forward to the high levels of competition from all our netballers after
the Christmas holidays.

Rugby
The Year 10 boys rugby teams have competed in the County Cup competition this term, with
games against St Mary’s Catholic School and Longridge Towers School and Bede Academy.
The boys have played some magnificent rugby in these games, and will be back in action in
the new year. All other year group teams start their season in January with competitions
throughout the spring term.
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Basketball
The Year 10/11 basketball team has been in action this term, competing in the North
Tyneside Schools competitions. The team has performed tremendously well and qualified for
the County finals in the new year, winning all but one of their games so far. A fantastic
achievement and we wish all players the best of luck in the next stage of competition.

Cross Country
Before half term, all pupils in Marden completed the cross country event in their PE lessons.
The top performing pupils were selected to represent the school at the North Tyneside
Championships. Runners across Years 7 to 11 competed at Monkseaton High School in the
North Tyneside Championships this term.
Marden had a top 3 finish in the Minor Boys/ Junior Boys/ Inter Boys and Junior Girls/ Inter
Girls team events and individually, had 19 runners qualify for the County Championships in
January. Very well done to all runners.

Badminton and Volleyball
Also this term, the Year 9 and Year 10/11 girls had their Central Venue League badminton
competitions, with both teams doing fantastically well. The Year 10 boys teams also battled
hard, with all 4 teams finishing 4th in their respective competition, narrowly missing out on
the finals competition.

The KS4 volleyball teams have also been in action in their Central Venue League this term,
with the boys having played two competitions and the girls one. The boys teams won their
competitions, and the KS3 girls also victorious in their tournament. Volleyball is a growing
sport at Marden, but players have learned quickly and developed a great team mentality.

House Competitions 2024

And finally, the PE team are pleased to announce that there will be House sports
competitions starting after school next term. Each Monday and Wednesday there will be a
tournament between the houses in a variety of sports. Please watch out for the posters
around school and on social media for information of what is coming up.

Mr G Smith
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This half term we had a Year 7 Drop Day, which focused on the important theme of safety.
This event provided an opportunity for our Year 7 students to engage with a series of
expert-led sessions, designed to enhance their understanding of various aspects of personal
safety. Throughout the day, students participated in a range of informative workshops
delivered by external providers. These sessions were carefully selected to equip students
with valuable skills and knowledge, helping them make safe and informed choices as they
navigate the challenges of adolescence.

One of the key sessions was delivered by the local fire brigade, who shared their expertise
on fire safety. Students learned about fire prevention, what to do in an emergency, and how
to stay safe in a variety of situations. Another crucial topic covered was gambling
awareness. As part of a broader initiative to address the rising concerns around online
gambling and its impact on young people. They explored the risks associated with gambling,
including the potential for addiction, the impact on mental health, and how to recognise the
signs of problem gambling. The third session focused on relationship safety. Students
participated in discussions and activities around healthy relationships, consent, and how to
recognise unhealthy behaviours. This workshop aimed to foster respectful relationships,
ensuring that students feel confident in identifying what constitutes a healthy relationship and
what to do if they find themselves in difficult or unsafe situations.

The Year 7 Drop Day was a great experience for all involved. It allowed our students to gain
a deeper understanding of critical safety issues, from fire prevention to online risks and
relationship well-being. We believe that the knowledge gained on the day will not only benefit
students in the immediate future but will also empower them to make safe, informed
decisions as they grow older.

Mrs C MacLeod
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STEMFest 10 Oct 2024
30 year 9 students had a fantastic day out at STEMfest. This involved
an exhibition of local STEM companies, from different sectors
including; Space, manufacturing, cyber security and environment &
energy. The students really took the opportunity to get involved in
different activities and challenges. They spent time talking to
professionals working in these companies and became more aware of
the various career opportunities and pathways. They also found out
about the moons in our solar system whilst visiting the planetarium.
The students had a really enjoyable day and were a credit to the
school. This has definitely helped to inspire and encourage them to
consider a career in STEM.
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Mrs C Atkinson
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Parents and Students

Welcome to the Autumn 2024 edition of the Design & Technology Department newsletter! It’s
been an exciting term so far, filled with creativity, hands-on projects, and new learning
experiences. We’re thrilled to share some of the fantastic work happening in the department,
and we hope you enjoy reading about the exciting developments across all year groups.

Year 7 – Delicious Food Creations

This term, Year 7 students have continued to work on different rotations;
food, textiles and pewter casting. Those who have studied food this
term have been learning the basics of food preparation, safety and
cooking. They've been putting their culinary skills to the test by creating
a range of tasty and nutritious dishes from apple crumble to pasta
salad, cheese cakes to chicken goujons.

These hands-on food sessions have allowed students to develop
practical skills while also considering healthy eating choices and food
safety.

Year 8 – Designing and Making with Materials

In Year 8, students are applying their creativity and problem-solving
skills to design and make functional products with Miss Nicholls and Mrs
Green, whilst other groups have worked with Miss Tait on Food
Preparation and Nutrition, and Mrs Anderson/Mrs Tomlinson in STEM.
There’s been some fantastic outcomes showing students individuality,
creativity and developing their practical skills in using both wood and
metal.
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Year 9 – Developing Design Skills and Understanding Ergonomics

Year 9 students are taking their design skills to the next level by focusing on both
functionality and aesthetics. Again students rotate around specialist staff on projects that
incorporate practical solutions and thoughtful design principles. Furthering their practical
skills in the workshop developing creative storage solutions. Mrs Green has introduced
students to the concepts of ergonomics and anthropometrics in designing and their
importance in creating successful, safe products, whilst Mrs Anderson and Mrs Tomlinson
have focused on graphic designs skills, looking at the use of typography and effective
graphics in creating designs for a festival. Those with Miss Tait have continued with food
preparation and Nutrition, students are given greater levels of challenge, focusing on
independence as well as new theory content to prepare them for independence in cooking as
a life skill, but also considering the skills needed for those considering the subject at GCSE
and beyond.

These projects allow students to explore the intersection of design, function, and user
experience, helping them gain a deeper understanding of the design process and user
requirements.
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Year 10 – Extra-curricular Food Sessions

A group of year 10 students have spent Monday afternoons developing their
culinary skills with Miss Nicholls. The aim of these sessions was to
develop confidence in the food room, but also build independence in
following recipes, utilising sub-skills required such as numeracy, literacy
and time planning. Students have been fantastic with their engagement,
producing a range of festive goodies, from savoury puff pastry
Christmas Tree’s to Festive chocolate brownies.

GirlsGetSET

This year's Girls Get Set STEM Initiative began last month with two
groups of year 8 and 9 students taking part in their first online
masterclass with Baker Hughes. The topic of this masterclass was
carbon capture, utilisation and storage and will link to their future
challenge in the new year. This challenge will involve the students
coming up with a practical solution to solve a problem set for them
and will result in them giving presentations to leaders at Baker
Hughes about their findings in order to achieve their bronze and
silver cadet awards. Their work continues this week with a career
spotlight from several female members of the Baker Hughes team, one of them an
ex-student from Marden, to discuss the varying routes and roles that they have taken to the
jobs that they are in now. This is an excellent opportunity for the students to ask any
career/job related questions to gain insight into the different routes available to them as to
their next step after their journey here at Marden has ended. Here’s a link to Girls Get Set
Baker Hughes Website. You’ll see the girls taking part in last year's graduation day which
was fun-filled as usual!

Ms K Nicholls
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The Library Book of the Week: Winter Term Reads
Each week the Library Club selects a book for students to read an extract from together in form time.
Literacy Leaders lead the discussion and it offers the opportunity to explore the books we have on offer in
the library. Here are all the recommendations that we have had for the Winter Term!

~~~~~
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Winter Literacy Competition
Students have a creative writing competition to get involved in over the festive period. They can send their
creations to the Literacy Cloud for publication and house points! They explored some poems from Benjamin
Zephaniah and Hollie Mcnish during Reflection Time last week for inspiration, culminating in a whole-class
performance of a poem! Below is one of them, You Do Not Need a Chimney by Hollie McNish.

~~~~~
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Year 7 Sparx Reader Christmas Challenge
Students in year 7 can compete to win the Sparx Reader Christmas challenge by reading their e-books,
completing quizzes and collecting Sparx points. The top 3 readers will begin the new year with a house point
boost!

~~~~~

The Weekly Literacy Challenge
Every Monday students are emailed the Weekly Literacy Challenge. Linked to the theme of the week, each
challenge gives students the opportunity to be creative, receive 50 house points and have their pieces
published on the Literacy Cloud. Students should send their creative writing to the
literacycloud@mardenhigh.net. Every entry wins 50 house points and will be published on the Literacy
Cloud. Below are some of the contributions we have received this half term, inspired by Remembrance Day,
Halloween, Black History Month, The Environment…
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Literacy at Home on The Literacy Cloud.
There are lots of reading recommendations and links, literacy challenges and a celebration of students'
creations on The Literacy Cloud. Take a look!
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Ms A Taylor
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