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Friday 24th May 2024

Dear All

We are now two and a half weeks into the GCSE exams and our students have

demonstrated the mature and focused approach we were confident they would. They are

doing really well, and I hope that they all have a good rest over the half term break in

readiness for the remainder of the exams.

In the weeks after half term, our themes include Pride Month, School of Sanctuary and our

trilogy of values; Hope, Agency and Leadership. These core themes are part of being a

global citizen, developing a moral compass that informs our actions and interactions. Key to

this is empathy which was discussed in last week's Boys Network session. The group

considered empathy, with their mentors and discussed how and when we show empathy, the

power of empathy and applied it to both real life scenarios they encounter now, as well as

hypothetical situations they may encounter in future careers. The next Boys Network session

is on social skills; which are vital to any area of work. Continuing to develop careers

information, advice and guidance is one of our whole school priorities, and the Boys’ and

Girls’ Networks remain two key programmes which support this priority. With any piece of

work and experience undertaken by our students, the uploading of evidence on to

GlobalBridge will provide the record of achievement students can use to reflect on their

experiences and to prepare for the next stage of their education and employment. Our next

GlobalBridge upload week takes place at the end of June therefore I look forward to seeing

students collating their evidence in the coming weeks.
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The second half of the summer term is when we tend to finalise arrangements for next

academic year, and in that spirit I thought I would share with everyone the list of residential

visits which will be taking place:

High Borrans Year 8 - November 2024

Ski trip Year 11 - February 2025

High Borrans Year 7 - March 2025

Arran Year 8 - July 2025

France Year 9 - July 2025

Duke of Edinburgh Award expeditions - dates to be confirmed during the year

It is likely that we will have more interest for each of these trips than there are places, and so

we will pick names “from a hat” to establish the children who will be going. We want to be

able to offer as many students the possibility of attending a residential visit during their time

at Marden, so when we are selecting for these and future visits, we will be taking into

account who has already attended a residential trip, so that we can give as many children as

possible the opportunity to go on one. This, we feel, is the fairest method of selection. We will

be reminding parents and carers of this protocol each time we send out letters regarding

residential visits.

This week we hosted the Year 11 Art and Photography exhibition in the Sports Hall. This is

now an annual event and coincides with the exam board moderator coming into school to

view and assess the students' work. As ever, they were suitably impressed, and there were

comments about the quality of the work being of A level standard. We are very proud of our

students’ achievements and enjoyed celebrating their hard work with family and friends. For

those who could not be there at this event, an online exhibition of Year 11 work will be posted

on our school website and Instagram page.

We have now had our new caterers, Dolce, in school for half a term, and so far the general

feeling is that both the service and the food is very good. We have of course been monitoring

both of these things carefully over the last six weeks and most recently we held a student

focus group meeting where students were able to provide senior staff from Dolce with some

direct feedback. As you might imagine our children were forthright in their views, acting as

excellent advocates for the wider student body. They were very positive on the whole about

the new service, citing shorter queues, more choice, and better quality food as the three

Hope Agency Leadership



May 2024

main benefits. The students were also able to make suggestions for improving service still

further, including having more variety at breaktime, having more vegetarian options, and

increasing some of the portion sizes. These are all recommendations that Dolce have now

said they will be acting on in the near future.

At Marden High School we support students with a wide range of medical conditions. We

would like to remind parents that students should not be carrying any medication in school

unless by prior agreement for those with asthma, diabetes and allergies. Where medication

is absolutely necessary for other conditions e.g. antibiotics, pain relief, we have trained staff

who will make arrangements for safe storage and administration of medication. Parents are

responsible for bringing medicines into school and we require written consent (form available

from Reception). All medicines should be in their original packaging and clearly labelled. Any

queries please contact Mrs Sonia Thompson, Medications Officer.

Good luck to all students taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award walk over the half term.

They have been working hard with their preparations including First Aid training, and

developing their new skills and voluntary work. The Award is open to Year 9 students each

year, and is something our younger students look forward to getting involved in.

As you can imagine, the weather has not been kind to the start of the athletics season this

week, which has led to cancellations of fixtures. Here’s hoping for better weather next half

term and more reporting on Marden sports achievements.

It is always good to meet parents face to face to discuss how we are developing as a

learning community, and so I would like to remind you that our next Parents’ Forum is on

10th June at 5.30pm. This is a good opportunity for parents to come into school to talk

generally about developments in the school. Past topics have included things such as

homework which have then been incorporated into our School Development Plan. If you

would like to come along, please contact Mrs E. Scott at school.

Thank you for your continued support.

Mr M. Snape

Head Teacher
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Our students across KS3 continue to work incredibly hard on developing their skills,

knowledge and techniques within art. We have recently started our final project theme for the

year which will be completed by july.

Year 7 have begun ‘Creepy Crawlies’ involving skills in symmetrical drawing, tone and

mark-making. We will develop their work into 3D card construction based on taxidermy insect

art. Artists Lucy Arnold and Christopher Marley will be our main artist references inspiring

bold use of colour and form.

Year 8 have started working on their ‘Local landscape’ topic inspired by their own photography

of the area.We will look at more abstract artists like hundertwasser and peter doig as our

research references and starting points. There will be lots of loose work in ink and pen

developed with creative twists to each piece.

Year 9 have the exciting theme of ‘wreck this book’ work will be developed in old books or

handmade sketchbooks based on a theme of their choice. This is an opportunity for them to

work in a more independent GCSE way. They will develop their own ideas and generate personal

outcomes based on techniques shown to them each week.

Gcse groups are working very hard on their portfolios with students in year 11 classes

preparing for their end of year show.
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WE had the private viewing of our GCSE Fine Art and Photography on Wednesday 22nd May. We are

very proud of our students' achievements and enjoyed celebrating their hard work. For those

who couldn't make it, an online exhibition of our year 11 students' work will be posted on our

website and instagram page.

Thank you for your continued support.
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Miss C Olbrecht
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This term in Computing:

Our students have been hard at work these past few weeks developing skills that will see
them into a bright future. Meanwhile building up their confidence in the subject and exploring
different technologies with their peers.

Year 7 have been working diligently developing their skills and understanding in both
Spreadsheets and Databases. Traditional skills that are ever so important in the wider world.
They are now starting a unit of work called the ‘Library Project’ where they will be combining
both spreadsheets and databases along with desktop publishing.

In Year 8 students have been exploring and developing their spreadsheet skills, creating a
spreadsheet model to determine how environmentally friendly a user is by asking them a
series of questions. They will use IF statements and LOOKUP tables to develop their
spreadsheet further.

Our Year 9 students have been working hard in groups to develop their understanding of App
Development. They have come up with an idea and developed it by deciding on a target
audience, creating wireframe screens and choosing a suitable business model.

Meanwhile the Year 10 students are working tirelessly on building their understanding of
Data Representation, and coming to terms with how a computer understands text, images
and sounds. Year 10 have also been revising for their exam week where they will have the
opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of all the topics we have covered so far.

The Year 11 students have been working incredibly hard revising for their upcoming exam. I
wish them all the luck they deserve.

Miss D Parker
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Students have continued to work hard across the board. Year 7 students have been covering
Anglo-Saxons, Vikings and Norman England, their enthusiasm continues within lessons.
Year 8 students have been covering slavery. Students have engaged in this sensitive topic in
a mature and sensible manner. The department is looking forward to receiving year 8
homework projects where students must gain 20 points from completing different tasks.
These are always impressive as students put a great deal of time and effort into these tasks.
Year 9 students have been covering key battles and events of World War Two. Students
have been developing research methods within lessons to answer key questions. Year 10
students have completed an exam in America and Conflict in Asia. They will be receiving
their feedback within lessons before half term.

The History department held a well attended and productive revision session prior to Paper 1
for year 11 students in the auditorium this week. We looked at model answers and students
were able to grade the answers using the examiners mark schemes.Students were able to
apply their knowledge and understanding of the mark schemes to the model answers. Year
11 students completed Paper 1 on the 15th May. Paper 2 is Tuesday 4th June.

Mrs A Thompson
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A busy time within the Maths department with year 11 students making that final push
towards the exams. We held a 2 day maths conference for year 11 students which was very
well received and the extra revision is still taking place on a Monday after school in what we
call the aftermath so please ensure your child is attending to ensure focus in that final push.
As students will start study leave just before half term I wanted to let you know that all maths
teachers will be available during maths lesson time for students to come into school for
additional support.

We will be looking to invite students from our primary schools in for a maths challenge in the
last half term with a focus on teamwork and problem solving. We will also be entertaining
students from other secondary schools with a maths quiz.
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Numeracy Update

On Wednesday 22nd May students across the school celebrated National Numeracy day, the
UK’s only day dedicated to everyday maths, organised by the charity National Numeracy.
The aim is to help everyone feel positive about numbers. The day celebrates the importance
of numbers for children and adults and inspires everyone to improve their numeracy in order
to open up opportunities and brighter futures. Last year’s National Numeracy Day saw the
launch of Marden’s own weekly numeracy newspaper - Marden’s Numeracy News - so in
form time students looked back at that first edition to see what numbers were in the news a
year ago. Marden’s Numeracy News is now well established and used during form time to
promote students' understanding and discussing issues relevant to them today. All past
editions are available on the Numeracy Cloud.

If you want to improve your own numeracy there are a number of excellent resources from
National Numeracy - https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk, including the National Numeracy
Challenge which helps you check and improve your numeracy.

Mr M Hiscock
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Cher zoo
Year 7 students are beginning work on a minibook to consolidate their work on animals and descriptions.
They will be producing their own version of the ‘Dear Zoo’ book by Rod Campell and will be using a range
of new adjectives to describe the wild animals.

Year 11 exams
Our Y11 language students have made a fantastic start to the exam season and there were some
outstanding performances in the speaking exams. We wish them all the best for the remaining exams
and will be there to celebrate their success in August.
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Celebrating ‘La baguette’
The French Post Office (La Poste) has released a special stamp to celebrate the artisan baguette.
Costing €1.96, the stamp went on sale on Friday 17th May and depicts a baguette decorated with a red,
white and blue ribbon. The ink used has been created to give off a ‘bakery scent’ when the stamp is
scratched.

Voyage à Paris
Our annual trip to Paris is coming up in July and we are really looking forward to soaking up the
atmosphere before the start of the Olympic Games. For the first time in history, the Opening Ceremony
will not take place in a stadium. Paris 2024 is breaking new ground by bringing sports into the city and
the same will be true of the Opening Ceremony, set to be held in the heart of the city along its main
artery: the Seine.
Although we will have left before the Games begin, we are certain the atmosphere will be fantastic and
our students will make great memories. Planning has also begun for our Paris 25 trip with current Year
8 students.

Miss L Mulvenney
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Musical Extra Curricular Activities
Tuesday Lunch Keyboard Club / Theory Club

Come along to practise some keyboard. This session also runs as a theory club for
anyone that is wanting some extra help with music theory. These sessions are open to

anyone from 12:40 on a first come first served basis.

Wednesday AM School Band
Come along to play with the school band. We have looked at a range of different music
so far this term including Samba De Janero, Dr Who and Jurassic Park. This is a club for
students who play an instrument.

Wednesday PM School Production - Matilda
A select group of students have volunteered their talents and will be performing a
selection of songs from Matilda for the North Tyneside Learning Trusts Musical
Extravaganza. Final performance 19th June at The Glasshouse. Tickets are available on
The Glasshouse Website.

Thursday Lunch TICE Club
Students who have signed up to do TICE music industry are invited to attend a club to

get some help and share ideas with other students.

Friday AM Samba Band
No prior experience necessary, anyone is welcome. Come along to join our Brazilian

Samba band to play a selection of drums and percussion.

Friday PM Vocal Group
Anyone is welcome and we sing a range of songs across a variety of genres.

Instrumental Lessons
We have a number of instrumental teachers who visit the school to teach the following instruments: trumpet,
trombone, drum kit, guitar, voice, keyboard, piano and flute. Anyone interested in starting should contact Mrs
Gibbings for a form that puts you in touch with the relevant instrumental teacher.

A Mrs A Gibbings

Hope Agency Leadership



May 2024

The Library Book of the Week: Summer Term Reads
Each week the Library Club selects a book for students to read an extract from together in form time.
Literacy Leaders lead the discussion and it offers the opportunity to explore the books we have on offer in
the library. Here are all the recommendations that we have had for this first half of the Summer Term.

~~~~~
Easter Literacy Challenges!
Students got involved in a whole host of Literacy activities over Easter. From song detectives to arty writing,
zoo blog posts to recipe reviews- their creations have been published on the Literacy Cloud and they have
each received 50 house points! Here is a selection below…
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~~~~~
The Weekly Literacy Challenge
Each week the Weekly Literacy Challenge is released, offering students the opportunity to respond
creatively to the Theme of the Week, become published on the Literacy Cloud, and boost their house points,
with 50 house points per entry!
Below are some of this half-term's entries: creations inspired by Spring, Empathy, World Art Day and more…
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~~~~~
The Literacy House Challenge
Form Classes celebrated the castles of Northumberland (and the names of their houses) this half term with
some beautiful poetry! Here are a few to read below.
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~~~~~
The Literacy Cloud
The Literacy Cloud is the place to visit for tips and strategies, reading recommendations and links and
creative challenges to get involved in. It is also where all of our students' winning writing and artwork is
published. Take a look over the holiday.
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Ms A Taylor
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