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Thursday 28th March 2024

Dear All

It is a sense of leadership and agency that people often attribute to our students and

currently we are seeing examples of both on a school, local and national level. A group of

students from the school Cabinet met last week to begin work on the Plastic Free Schools

project that we as a school are conducting alongside Surfers Against Sewage. Seeing

sewage pumped into the waters so close to our coastal school is something deeply

concerning not only to our current generation but to those in the future and therefore our

students are working hard to ensure that their voices are being heard in calling for a review

of the current practice by water companies. This work, which includes communication with

local government, sits alongside the visit some of our Year 8 students undertook last week to

the Young People's Conference where youth democracy and careers education were

discussed and explored. This brilliant event, hosted by North Tyneside's youth parliament

members and young mayor, will feed into our Personal Development curriculum and Careers

work that form part of the school's School Development Plan.

I often refer to the African proverb that it takes a whole village to raise a child. In this spirit,

we are informed from time to time about malicious WhatsApp groups that tend to include

children from multiple schools, both primary and secondary. These chat groups can include

encouragement to perform self harm as well as containing other inappropriate content.

WhatsApp is meant for users aged 16+ but young people often use Whatsapp in a way to

stay in touch with groups of friends and family without the privacy features older people

employ such as end to end encryption and the ability to block certain numbers. Meanwhile,

as WhatsApp makes use of a phone number rather than an account, a child can be added,

by using the phone number, to groups at any time. WhatsApp, alongside other social media

apps can be effectively used when fully understood, but it can also be something that causes

great harm, therefore education and support can be found on the NSPCC website, as well as

on the Marden e-safety pages. If you have any concerns about your child's use of the

internet and would like to speak to someone at school, do contact the Head of Year or a

member of the Senior Leadership Team.
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This week marks the end of our Spring Term, and the start of our Easter break. Easter is a
Christian holiday observing the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and we support members of our
school community celebrating this holiday. According to Christian history, Jesus was crucified
on a Friday (Good Friday) and rose again three days later on Easter Sunday. Meanwhile, Eid
al-Fitr, sometimes referred to as the Festival of Sweets, takes place during the second week
of the holiday. During Eid, one of the most common things you’ll hear people say to one
another is “Eid Mubarak” This translates to “blessed Eid” and is a way of expressing
celebration. Eid al-Fitr marks the end of the month-long dawn-to-sunset fasting of Ramadan.

I would like to remind everyone about the wealth of information and rich resources that can

be found on the Subject Clouds on our school website. Curated by members of staff from

each department in school, this area of the website is very useful for students of all ages - as

well as their parents and carers - supporting them in a range of activities including revision,

homework, careers research, or simply consolidating what has been learned in a particular

lesson. For parents and carers this is a particularly good place to be able to quickly find out

what their child is studying at different times of the year.

On Wednesday April 17th, Year 8 Parents/Carers will receive a DC2 report for their children.

There will then be two events for parents to discuss their child's progress. On Thursday the

18th April Parents/Carers are invited to come in to look at their child's books on a drop in

basis between 4.30pm and 6.00pm. Mrs Stafford and SLT will be available to chat to in the

LRC. Then on Tuesday 23rd April there will be a remote Parents' Evening where parents can

book appointments with subject teachers. These appointments will be live from 4.00pm on

Wednesday April 17th.

The Year 7 Netball girls were away at John Spence on Monday evening, to compete in the

U12 North Tyneside Netball Tournament, against eight other schools. They were successful

against St. Thomas More, Kings Priory and Marden Bridge Middle School in their pool, with

9-2, 7-0 and 7-1 wins, respectively. After winning their semi-final against Valley Gardens,

they went on to play the final against John Spence. After a very competitive game, the

Marden team finished runners up in the competition. Excellent teamwork was shown by all.

On Tuesday afternoon, the Year 8 boys football team played the quarter final of the North

Tyneside schools cup away to George Stephenson High School. The Marden team settled

into the game very quickly, scoring two goals in the opening 5 minutes. The hosts hit back

before half time, scoring three times to take the advantage into the half time break. The
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Marden team came back at their opponents in the second half, scoring three more of their

own before George Stephenson High managed to hit back to make the score 5-4 to Marden

going into the final 5 minutes. Some stoic defending from the visitors kept the scoreline the

same up to the final whistle. The boys were magnificent in their win and look forward to the

semi final after the Easter break.

On Wednesday, it was the turn of the Year 7 girls football team as they played in the North

Tyneside 7-a-side competition at Cochrane Park. Such is the strength in depth of the squad,

Marden were able to enter two teams into this tournament. Both teams played excellent

football and topped their respective groups moving into the semi finals. Both teams faced

tough opposition in the semis With Marden 'A' playing John Spence and Marden 'B' playing

Longbenton High. The 'A' team were defeated 2-0 in their game, with the 'B' team winning

1-0 and progressing to the final. The 'A' team played Longbenton in the 3rd place play off and

managed to score the only goal of the game to claim 3rd spot. The 'B' team faced John

Spence in the final and after a closely fought contest, the score remained 0-0 heading into

the final minute. Marden never gave up hope and managed to score a superb winning goal in

the dying seconds to take the title and move on to represent North Tyneside Schools in the

County competition next term. A wonderful achievement for the team.

Year 10 students, soon to be the oldest students in the school, will have the opportunity to

apply to be a prefect this coming term. Whilst there is an expectation that all students should

be good role models, this expectation is heightened for those who will become prefects

through the positive actions they take, from mentoring younger children to running lunchtime

or sports clubs for other students. There will be details shared with students about the

application process when we return for the summer term, and I am very much looking

forward to reading the applications. From what I know of this year group, I expect they will be

of a very high quality.

Thank you for your continued support, wishing you all a restful and enjoyable Easter break.

Mr M. Snape

Head Teacher
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Marden High School GCSE Business students have had a very busy half term. Y11 have
continued to feverishly work towards their GCSE exams diving head first into full revision
mode to solidify the content to the best of their abilities using a range of different revision
strategies including flashcards, mindmaps & exam questions. Their first exam is fast
approaching with Paper 1 on 14th May.

In Y10, students have not only been learning about the theoretical underpinnings of
business, but have been working hard to secure their work experience placements for July.
For this week they will be able to witness business in action first hand and see where their
knowledge and understanding comes into play. By undertaking a week-long work experience
placement, Y10 students have the chance to put their theory into practice, and witness what
they see in textbooks and lessons and see what happens in the wider business world. We
look forward to hearing all about their work experience and how they can apply what they’ve
seen to what they’ve been studying. Work experience is often the first chance to begin to
form an answer to the age-long question of “What do you want to do when you’re older?”.
We’re sure Y10 will find work experience both enjoyable and enlightening.

.

Miss D Parker
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This term always proves our busiest in Technology with GCSE classes working towards NEA
deadlines in all subject areas ahead of preparing for their summer exams. In Engineering
and Design and Technology students have been busy in the workshops completing the
practical units of their work, with the Engineers following plans to produce an accuracy desk
lamp, and the D&T group creating prototypes of their own design solutions. It’s always a
fantastic sight to see our students independently setting up and using machinery and the
determination and resilience shown to achieve the highest possible quality. In Food
preparation and Nutrition students have also been continuing with the NEA course, but this
section unit involves the all important 3 hour assessed practical which has happened this half
term. Here students have 3 hours to prepare and present 3 dishes they have developed and
reviewed with a chosen focus such as specific nutritional needs or cultural influences. Our
Child Development groups have also been working towards finalising their NEA units ahead
of the deadline, with students reviewing and refining their research investigations.

Although our focus has been on ensuring these classes get the very best opportunities we
can provide, we have continued to be busy outside of the curriculum with various extra
curricular activities for students.

Vex Robotics

Our Vex Robotics team has been back in action again
with this year's competition Over Under. The students
had a successful day out at the regional competition at
Nissan Sports and Leisure Complex back in January
and came away with 2 awards. Their first success was
for their engineering notebook and the reflection upon
different iterations of their design, The 2nd was for
Tournament Champions, winning the whole event along
with their alliance team Tanfield School. This gained
them a spot at Nationals down in Telford at the
beginning of March. In Telford, up against 63 other
schools from all over England, the students took part in a day and a half of
qualification matches and were the top performing north east school for much
of these matches.
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They were eventually knocked out in the final rounds of 16 on day 2. The students were an
absolute credit to the school and managed to walk away with an award for their
sportsmanship. This Judges award was given to them by members of external companies
and was awarded to them for their conduct whilst in the arena where they were noted to be
supportive of their alliance team members and were praised for how they spoke to others
throughout both days. Welldone to both boys on their achievement!

First Lego League

Having spent many weeks preparing their robot design and
developing strategies to compete against schools from across the
region I had the pleasure of taking 4 Year 8 boys to the Nissan
Sports and Leisure complex in Sunderland. The boys demonstrated
fantastic teamwork and communication skills, beginning the day
with little confidence due to the complexity and range of tasks in
this years competition, but used their time well to amend their plans
and coding to develop a strategy that proved one of the most
effective; winning the knockout competition that took place between
all of the schools.As a teacher it's great to be able to step back and
watch children working together, identifying one an others skill sets
and using this to overcome problems. Although we didn’t come
home overall winners, the day was a fantastic opportunity to
develop their skills further as well as being great fun.

TICE

Year 9 students have again taken on the TICE Fashion
Challenge, students have engaged fantastically with this
task, working independently on their own research projects
and briefs to develop and model their own fashion solutions.
Earlier this term the group were also lucky enough to visit
Northumbria University, getting an insight into the fashion
courses held there and an opportunity to work with industry
professionals and university staff in developing prototypes of
their own.

Ms K Nicholls
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Wow! It’s been a busy term in the Drama curriculum. After weeks of preparation, Year 11
students are nearing their performance exam on 28 March. We’re very proud of how our
students have shown enthusiasm and motivation throughout the rehearsal process. Good
Luck to 11B - you’re going to be fantastic!

Meanwhile Year 10 students have been developing their skills in preparation for their
devising project which was launched earlier this week. We’re looking forward to seeing some
thought-provoking performances once again from our GCSE Drama students later next term.

Key Stage 3 students have been exploring Blood Brothers and Diversity. Our Year 7 students
have enjoyed a busy term too, exploring Shakespeare where they’ve had opportunities to
develop skills in sword fighting, masks, props and costume. Next term students will begin to
develop their skills in off text improvisation for the scripted play, ‘Our Day Out’. In addition to
the main curriculum, Year 7 students will begin their Arts Award EXPLORE qualification next
term. We have some great activities planned for the last week of term.Students will have the
opportunity to work alongside local artists and practitioners in their exploration of the arts.

Mrs S Berriman
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The Be All: An English Podcast

Our English department podcast has continued this term with an array of interesting topics and
discussions! There have been some exciting celebrations on the literary calendar this term so
naturally The Be All had to honour these with our own podcast specials: this started with our Charles
Dickens day episode discussing all things Dickens with a very special Top of the Pops style
countdown of the top ten Dickens novels - have a listen (if you haven’t already) and see if you
agree! We then, of course, moved onto a World Book Day special; interviewing both students and
staff about their favourite books and Mr Horn’s WBD quiz was a highlight that many students
enjoyed completing independently for extra house points. As we move towards the Year 11 GCSE
exams our latest episodes have moved back towards exam preparation and discussions of
exemplary question papers from our past students - these (as well as previous Year 11 focused
episodes) are fantastic revision resources that all Year 11 students have access to. All are available on
the English Subject Cloud available on our website.

_______________________________________
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Reading for Pleasure

This term our fortnightly KS3 Reading for Pleasure lessons have engaged students through exploring
new books, reading extracts from their own novels, exploring the wide range of excellent World
Book Day competitions and creating projects on their most memorable reading experiences. Some
classes in particular have enjoyed exploring canonical books (or books they feel should make it into
the literary canon) and have created superb presentations to give to their classes outlining their
viewpoint on their chosen texts. Here are some examples of this brilliant work:
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_______________________________
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Sir Alan Campbell MP Visit
On Friday 15th March we welcomed local MP Sir Alan Campbell into school to talk to our Year 9
students in a Question Time style lecture in the Auditorium. This links to our current Year 9 topic on
social injustice whereby students have studied a number of poems, articles and texts (including the
critically acclaimed film: I, Daniel Blake) linked to this theme. Because of the students’ thoughtful
responses to this study, each English class was able to come up with mature and insightful
questions to ask Sir Alan during his talk: these questions linked to topics about the extensive
CAMHS waiting list, the cost of living crisis, the European Union and how young people can get
more involved in politics. Students have then been using their research, discussion, and indeed, Sir
Alan’s talk to inspire their own protest poetry, viewpoint writing and some students have even been
inspired to write letters to Parliament about topics they feel strongly about.

_______________________________
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Here is what your English & Media teachers have on their Spring Reading List:

Mr Horn: Look Who’s Back by Timur Vermes
Mrs Cathcart: Tales from the Cafe by Toshikazu Kawaguchi

Miss Laing: Good Material by Dolly Alderton
Miss Boyle: The Midnight Library by Matt Haig

Mr Ranson: Cuddy by Benjamin Myers
Ms Taylor: See What You’re Missing by Will Gompertz

Miss Lees: The Power by Naomi Alderman
Mrs Eastlake: The Darkest Minds by Alexandra Bracken
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_______________________________

Mrs E Cathcart
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Students have been studying their final topic, Changing Economic World. It has been lovely
to see students engaging well with this topic particularly around topical issues such as the
development of HS2 and Heathrow airport. This week, Year 11 students received the
pre-release booklet for their Paper 3 exam. Students can find lots of resources to support
them in their preparation on their Google Classroom, including video clips, interactive
flashcards and infographics.

Year 10 students have been studying the Paper 1 Topic Hazards. They have taken a mature
approach to their studies by completing revision resources as homework at the end of each
topic. This topic highlighted to students the relevance of the subject with numerous natural
hazards being in the news whilst they studied the topic. As a department we are currently
planning GCSE fieldwork, we are really looking forward to being able to get back out into the
field again with our students! We will be completing two fieldwork enquiries, one physical and
one human. Both trips allow the students the opportunity to develop their geographical and
enquiry skills outside of the classroom environment.

Year 9 students have been studying the topic of Extreme Events. Students have enjoyed
learning about different extreme events and in particular tornadoes and hurricanes. Students
have produced some excellent presentations on storm chasing in the USA.

Year 8 students have been studying the topic of Rivers and Flooding. This has allowed
students to understand the natural processes around us and to gain a wider understanding in
the world in which we live. With all the extreme weather that we have been experiencing over
recent years, it has been very easy to link our classroom based learning to issues in the
news. Carrying on with the creativity theme, students wrote stories outlining the hydrological
cycle.
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Year 7 students have been studying Climate Change this term. The topic ended with a cross
curricular project with the Science Department. The project was supported by Jane Austin
and Matthew Hobbs from Wave Utilities who launched the project in a Year 7 assembly.
Across two weeks their Science and Geography lessons looked at Water Conservation and
Sustainability. Over the fortnight the students participated in a range of lessons to help raise
awareness of water conservation at both a global and local scale, culminating in a creative
task of designing a sustainable school. They used their creativity, resilience and team
building skills to plan the design of their school. It was great to listen to all the conversations
the students were having regarding water conservation, sustainability and protecting the
environment. Jane and Matthew came back into school to listen to the students present their
ideas, and they were so impressed that they chose six of the designs to feature on the Wave
website. We are lucky to have students with such a good understanding of their role in
environmental stewardship.

Miss C Robson
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House games

This term has seen over 200 Marden pupils take part in the House games tournaments, with
all Year groups competing in Football and Netball competitions. All fixtures were played in a
fantastic spirit and the games themselves were fiercely competitive. Congratulations to the
winning Houses in each competition:

Football:
Year 7 - Bambrough
Year 8 - Alnwick
Year 9 - Warkworth
Year 10 - Warkworth
Year 11 - Warkworth

Netball:
Year 7 - Alnwick
Year 8 - Alnwick
Year 9 - Bambrough
Year 10 - Dunstanburgh
Year 11 - Alnwick

The overall winners of the House games were Alnwick, triumphing in 4 of the 10
competitions.
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Extracurricular activities

Pupils have continued to enjoy the extracurricular activities on offer this term, with activities
moving indoors due to the dark nights. Pupils have taken part in clubs for Volleyball, Table
Tennis, Badminton, Netball and Futsal. All pupils are welcome to attend extracurricular clubs,
and more information is available from the PE staff.

Football

League and cup fixtures took a break during the winter months, with only the 7-a-side central
venue tournaments taking place during January and February. Boys and girls from all Year
groups represented the school in these competitions, with many Marden teams leading their
respective leagues after this round of games. The final round for these competitions will be
early in the summer term and we wish all teams the best of luck.

March saw the recommencement of the league and cup competitions with the Year 7, 8, 9
and 11 boys teams all through to the Quarter-Final stage of the North Tyneside Schools Cup
competitions. All 4 teams have performed brilliantly in the games they have had and are
looking forward to potential Cup Finals early in the summer term.

The Year 8 Girls team were in action again, after the winter break, playing against Valley
Gardens Middle School in a friendly game. Despite losing to Valley earlier in the season, the
girls showed great spirit and determination to win 2-0.
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Netball

The Marden High Netball teams have continued to dominate the local schools leagues in the
spring term, with all teams gathering wins in their games this term. The Year 9 team remain
unbeaten in their North Tyneside league and knockout tournament, claiming the top spot in
both competitions. The Year 8 team finished as runners up in the knockout tournament,
whilst the Year 7 team have theirs in the final week of term. We wish them the very best of
luck. The Year 10/11 team have also had a positive end to their season, finishing in 2nd
place in the league.

Hope Agency Leadership



March 2024

Rugby

The Year 8 and 9 Boys, along with the Year 9 Girls, rugby teams competed in the Coastal
Schools competitions this term, playing schools from North Tyneside, Newcastle and Blyth.
The Year 8 boys team also played in the County 7s festival at Percy Park where they came
away with a record of one win, one draw and two defeats.

The Year 9 boys team were frustrated when their County 7s festival was cancelled due to
bad weather, but have made the most of their opportunities when they have come their way.
They have enjoyed a largely successful term, playing four games, winning three and losing
one.
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The Year 9 Girls rugby team continues to go from strength to strength, with more girls joining
the team all the time. Like their counterparts in the boys team, they too saw their County 7s
festival cancelled, but have managed to play games against Kings Priory and Dame Allens.
In both of these matches, the Marden girls were formidable, winning both and showing their
growing love of the game through the smiles on their faces.

The Newly formed Year 7 girls team will be in action in the last week of term in their Coastal
schools competition. We wish them the best of luck!
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Dance

This term we saw Marden High pupils take part in the North Tyneside Dance Festival at The
Parks Sports centre and Whitley Bay Playhouse. The dance festival is a celebration of
different genres of dance and one of the highlights of the year. Our dance group performed
alongside ten primary and secondary schools in North Tyneside, and their hard work,
commitment to dance rehearsals and effort was apparent in both performances.
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Basketball

The U14 and U16 Basketball teams have enjoyed great success in their North Tyneside
tournaments this term, with both teams progressing to represent North Tyneside at the
Regional finals held at the Newcastle Eagles Basketball arena. The U 14s narrowly missed
out on the final of the regional competition, after losing their first6 game of the group stage.
They finished in 4th place overall, a great achievement for the team as they hope to go one
better and make the final next time out.

The U14 team managed to go one better, progressing from the group stage to the
semi-finals, where they were unlucky to lose by a last second shot to beat the buzzer. In the
3rd place play off, they put the semi-final disappointment behind them to win the game and
claim the 3 rd spot in the tournament.

Mr G Smith
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This term in RE year 8 students have been looking at the concept of human rights and social
justice. As this coincided with Holocaust memorial day we spent some time looking at the
Holocaust and how this dark event in history influenced the human rights we have today.
During our lessons we explored the stories of those lucky enough to survive, and thought
carefully about the emotions of both victims and perpetrators. Trying to analyse why people
are capable of doing such terrible things to others is extremely important in terms of
identifying and preventing injustice today. We have discussed at length how during this time
in history while we did see the very worst of humanity, we also saw some of the very best of
humanity. People who put themselves at risk to save others demonstrates the capacity of
humans to love. British heroes of the Holocaust such as Nicholas Winton and Frank Foley
were the epitome of this, and students enjoyed very much learning about their stories.

Mrs C MacLeod
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Mrs C Atkinson
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The Library Book of the Week: Spring Term Reads for the

Easter Holidays
Each week the Library Club selects a book for students to read an extract from together in form time.
Literacy Leaders lead the discussion and it offers the opportunity to explore the books we have on offer in
the library. Here are all the recommendations that we have had for the Spring Term- just in time for some
Easter holiday reading!

~~~~~
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World Book Day 2024 Celebrations!

We have been celebrating World Book Day and the power of reading this half term. We began the week of
celebrations with an epic assembly, created by Ms Taylor's Literacy Prefects and the Library Club, celebrating
the evolution of the book with a story read by staff and students: My Name is Book by John Agard. Through
poetry and prose, we heard the journey of the book in its own words, from the first oral tales to clay tablets,
papyrus to the paperback.

The rest of the week saw Form Classes engaging in a Reading for Pleasure special as they shared their
favourite books with one another and took the opportunity to exchange their books in the library- running
during form time for one week only (thanks to the Library Club!). Students also spent Reflection Time
exploring extracts and author videos from this year's World Book Day books - available for free from
supermarkets and bookshops using the tokens handed out by Literacy Leaders (and still valid until 31st
March!) .

Alongside this there were numerous activities and competitions for students to get involved in over the
week: from the Marden English podcast and accompanying challenge; to World Book Day lessons in English;
to a creativity competition, recommendations and reviews, and creative writing - all inspired by reading. A
wonderful way to celebrate the power of the book and win some house points!

We had over 100 entries to the competitions and the Library Club were tasked with the hard job of deciding
the winners. Here they are below (as well as on the Literacy Cloud).
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A Poem in celebration of Reading
In celebration of our love of reading here at Marden, here is a poem- featured in Agard's book (celebrated for
World Book Day this year)- and written by poet Grace Nichols:

The books I love
are well fingered and thumbed
have tiny butter smudges
may harbour a crumb
the odd cat-whisker
a few dog-ears
a drop of tear
a brownish stain
(that looks suspiciously like tea)

I for one, am glad to say,
do not judge a book
by its cover -
but flit first among its leaves
like a hummingbird
sipping at a flower

The books I love
I must admit
do not sit
behind a museum of glass.
No the books I love
get kissed and squeezed
and pressed against my heart.

~~~~~
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Easter Literacy Challenges!
Students can get involved in a whole host of Literacy activities over Easter. They have been emailed the
challenges in the weekly Literacy email from Ms Taylor. If they send their creations to the Literacy Cloud
they will receive 50 house points!

~~~~~

PublishedYoung Writers!
70 of our students have had their creative writing selected to appear in a
new book published by Young Writers. Their stories are inspired by the
word 'glitch', and explore a sudden change or a shift in reality.

We look forward to receiving our copies of the book after Easter and
celebrating their success as published writers!

~~~~~

The Weekly Literacy Challenge
Each week the Weekly Literacy Challenge is released, offering students the opportunity to respond
creatively to the Theme of the Week, become published on the Literacy Cloud, and boost their house points,
with 50 house points per entry!
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~~~~~
The Literacy Cloud
The Literacy Cloud is the place to visit for tips and strategies, reading recommendations and links and
creative challenges to get involved in. It is also where all of our students' winning writing and artwork is
published. Take a look over the holiday.
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Ms A Taylor
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Sunflower competition is back

● The Sunflower Competition is a friendly competition that the Green
Team is hosting to encourage and promote environmental care.

● Each form will be given 2 planted sunflower seeds.
● The aim of the competition is to grow and look after your sunflower

until the end of the summer term to see who can care for their
plant the best!

● House points are awarded
○ House points for:
○ Tallest plant
○ Largest flower
○ Best name (voted for by the Green Team.)

● When they are ready the Green Team will plant the
sunflowers outside.

Earth Hour

Earth hour takes place every year to highlight what steps we can take to
help the environment. Turn off your lights/electricity for one hour.
Switch off and Give an hour for Earth on Saturday, March 23rd at
8:30 pm - 9.30pm. Together, let's create the Biggest Hour for Earth!
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There is another element that has been introduced this year. Give an
hour doing something you love to help the planet. There are different
categories for this

● Fitness and Wellness
● Nature
● Food
● Sustainability
● Arts and creativity
● Entertainment

A google form has been sent out to students who would like to take part.
House points are awarded for any uploaded photos, pictures, videos,
artwork, written work about what they have done.
https://www.earthhour.org/about/the-biggest-hour-for-earth

Mrs C Mellor
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