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Friday 16th February 2024

Dear All

This week we celebrated the vast array of talent that our students are capable of through our

annual Marden's Got Talent show. Students competed to earn up to 800 house points for

their school houses, showcasing a range of talent including singing, dancing and gaming.

The show's atmosphere and the collaborative effort from students and staff involved was an

excellent example of the supportive and positive spirit that characterises Marden. The money

raised from ticket sales will be donated to a charity of the School Cabinet's choice.

Last term I mentioned in this newsletter another event which is taking place in the auditorium

at Marden very soon. The event, organised by Monkhouse Primary School, will be a

fundraising evening featuring three people synonymous with Tyneside and the North East in

general, Ray Laidlaw, Carol Malia and Ed Waugh. Tickets are available at this link:

An Evening With Ray Laidlaw, Carol Malia and Ed Waugh Tickets, Wed 28 Feb 2024 at

19:30 | Eventbrite

We are also looking forward to hosting the North of Tyne Mayor Question Time event in our

auditorium in two weeks time. Our students will be joined by others from around North

Tyneside to pose questions to Jamie Driscoll in what is an important election year for our

region. This will be another excellent opportunity for our young people to engage in and

influence decision making in the future.

I have seen that lots of our Year 11 students have been busy with applications for their post

16 places in recent weeks. We are fortunate in that we are really very well served by a

variety of post 16 facilities in our area, from several excellent A-level providers within walking

distance of our immediate neighbourhood, as well as just down the road in Newcastle. We

also have equally excellent vocational providers just a few metro stops away in Newcastle,

Gateshead and South Shields. We continue to work closely with providers to ensure our
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students and their parents are fully aware of their options after Year 11. Our on-site

Connexions advisers also maintain close contact with our young people so that everybody

can feel well supported when making these important decisions about their futures.

We are proud of the inclusive and supportive atmosphere that has built our reputation as a

school of first choice for so many parents and carers. One of the elements of our pastoral

work, helping young people in their personal and character development over time, is

assisted by identifying the right sort of support, sometimes within the main site at Marden,

and sometimes off site within one of the excellent provisions afforded by the Moorbridge

Alternative Education Partnership School (MAEPS). There are vocational pathways for

students who might benefit from a work based learning route, opportunities for therapeutic

provision when a child is struggling to manage the mainstream environment, and a number

of outreach and part time courses that students can access when parents and our pastoral

team feel that is appropriate. The provision has developed hugely across the last decade,

and as we see education nationally being further impacted by reduced funding and

resourcing, it is heartening to see Moorbridge working well with all North Tyneside schools

supporting such a wide range of students including those from Marden High School.

Each week I sit down with students to talk about the work they have been doing, and it has

been good to see the standards of that work being upheld right to the very end of this half

term, one where many people, students and staff, have dug deep to keep going through

minor illness and ailments. This enthusiasm and resilience has been reflected in the amazing

work I have enjoyed talking about with students who have received their Work of the Week

certificates. This work is always a fantastic illustration of the joy and enjoyment that students

and staff experience through their learning here, and I recommend you have a regular look at

the Work of the Week section on the school website.

The Year 9 Girls Rugby team were in action this week, playing in a three-way competition

with Kings Priory and the host school, Dame Allan's. The Marden team faced Dame Allan's in

their first game of the afternoon, and found their opponents a tough challenge. Some

ferocious tackling and hard running from both teams meant the game was nicely poised at

three tries each going into the final five minutes of play. Marden grabbed two quick tries at

the end to make the final score 25-15. In the second game, the Marden team took an early

three try lead and held a healthy lead throughout the game until the final whistle, eventually

coming away 30 points to 10 winners. The whole team was fantastic and everyone

thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
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The Year 8 netball team had another great evening on Monday, where they played a round of

friendly games against Kings Priory, St Thomas More and John Spence. After some great

netball, they came away with a draw and two wins. They now look forward to some

after-school training sessions to prepare themselves for their next round of fixtures after the

half-term break.

A group of Year 9 girls took part in a Disco Dodgeball Tournament on Thursday afternoon.

The atmosphere was electric and there were some awesome ducks, dives and dodges on

display. The students sang along whilst playing dodgeball in a darkened room with disco

lights. In a well organised event, Marden High came second over all. Over 100 girls turned

out for the event and a wonderful afternoon was had by all who attended.

In our conversations around school we often reflect on the ideas and words of inspirational

figures, and recently I have had cause to think about a quote from one of the world’s great

sports people, Arthur Ashe, whose life sadly ended prematurely from a long illness: “Start

where you are. Use what you have. Do what you can.” This is a useful reminder to all of us

at times to stop wishing “if only”, and to remember that the great talents that lie within each of

us right now are what will take us on to future success. So I hope all our students and staff

have a good rest over the half term break and return revitalised in a week’s time to make the

best of our talents.

Thank you for your continued support and take care.

Mr M. Snape

Head Teacher
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As a department we take great pride in developing exciting opportunities through
experiences and topics for students to express their ideas and creativity. There is great value
and importance in Art and Design both for students' well being and creative problem solving
skills. We understand how important this is for future careers and in creating a balanced life.
It is crucial that all young people have opportunities to express themselves in an imaginative
manner, and are able to explore a range of techniques, creative professionals and skills.

Our students are being regularly introduced to a range of different artists and their work, and
encouraged to talk about what they like, dislike and notice about the different pieces of
Photography, Sculpture and Art and Design.

It is important that our pupils learn through a range of styles where they build on their skills
year after year. This allows them to gain confidence whilst making independence and
progression more accessible for them.

Please take a look below at some of the work being produced this term and the outcomes to
last term's schemes of work.

What have we been up to?
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Year 7

Year 7 have started their ‘Monsters’ project which focuses on creative design, character
creations and illustration techniques. We use shape and line to develop creatures from their
imaginations whilst building their confidence with colour blending and application of paint.
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Year 8

Year 8 have begun to develop their drawing skills looking at popular food brands. Our topic is
‘Truly Scrumptious’ in which we are looking at all things delicious for our subject matter.
Pupils will eventually develop their ideas into 3D giant sculptures influenced by well known
artist Claus Oldenburg.
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Year 9

We have started to explore human impact on the environment and our impact on endangered
species around the world. We will look at how we could start to improve these situations for
the better. Students will learn grid drawing, continuous line and observational drawing
techniques and skills. Work will be developed into a final piece created from recycled
materials.
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Miss C Olbrecht
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It was recently reported that the British Library was a victim of a cyber attack. A ransomware
group, known as Rhysida, claimed responsibility for the attack on 31st October 2023. During
the attack employee data was stolen and
was being offered for sale on the dark
web. A ransom of £600,000 was
demanded which the library refused to
pay. Since then the British Library's full
catalogue has been inaccessible. The
restoration and full recovery of all services
will be a gradual process and it has been
estimated that it will cost up to £7m to
rebuild the digital services.

Why is this important? What does this
have to do with GCSE Computer Science students? Our GCSE Computer Science students
study cyber security, in particular looking at techniques that are used by hackers and
methods used to protect. They learn to understand key terms such as ‘malware’, ‘social
engineering’ and ‘ransomware’. All phrases that we can hear and see in the news, and
phrases that are needed for the paper 2 exam.

It is so important that our GCSE Computer Science students spend time on a regular basis
watching the news, listening to the headlines and absorbing the stories of what is happening.

Miss D Parker
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This half term saw Holocaust Memorial Day being remembered in whole school assemblies,
as well as a small group of year 9 students, taking part in North Tyneside’s Commemorative
Event. These students met once a week to prepare a display for the event, students showed
leadership and teamwork during these lunchtime sessions. Students decided which areas
they wanted to research around the Holocaust and were curious to discover the more recent
genocides from around the world. Our students participated in North Tyneside’s
Commemorative Event which hosted students from numerous schools across North
Tyneside. The event hosted a number of different speakers on this year’s theme “The
Fragility of Freedom”. Students heard Dr Viven Sieber’s story, of how her family from
Vienna, were impacted by Nazi discrimination and how her father and grandmother managed
to escape to safety.

The hardworking attitude of the students involved was impressive and their display was
exceptionally informative.

Mrs A Thompson
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Another busy time within the Maths department with year 11 students having just finished
their mock exams. They should be looking at the feedback from each test and focussing on
any amber topics to ensure they continue moving forward in preparation for next year.

Edexcel have finally released their guidance on the Maths GCSE taking place in the summer
and will be providing students with a formula sheet for their exams which students need to be
familiarising themselves with to ensure they’re getting the most out of their final months. As
always the aftermath is running well and takes place after school on Monday to support the
students. In addition to this a wealth of resources have been emailed to year 11 to aid with
revision so I would recommend checking their emails too.

We were fortunate enough this term to be part of a webinar from GCHQ where some
students in year 10 were given an insight into opportunities and careers pathways within the
department. In addition to this I was also fortunate enough to take my year 10 class for a
Q&A session with the Governor of the Bank of England which was organised by Mrs
Brennan. The students were excellent and their questions were commented on by our
visitors in a very positive light.

Maths in the news

The springtime emergence of vast swarms of cicadas can be explained by a mathematical
model of collective decision-making with similarities to models describing stock market
crashes.

In Japan they are using the way mould spreads to recalibrate the transport system as they
have found the way the mould spreads gives the most efficient mathematical model to the
routing system.

A new simulation model that can predict flooding during an ongoing disaster more quickly
and accurately than currently possible has been developed by University of Melbourne
researchers.
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Puzzle time from the GCHQ Christmas card

Click this link for the solutions

Mr M Hiscock
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Spanish club

We are really happy that the Spanish club is up and running again after a hiatus of
five years. Ms Fuentes recently joined Marden and has kindly decided to run a
Spanish session on Thursdays after school. The club is open to all year groups in
KS3 and will give the students the opportunity to learn about Spanish culture, as well
as the language. It is not too late to sign up, so any students wishing to come along
will find Ms Fuentes in MFL1 at 3.15pm.
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French club - Les Petits Bonhommes de pain d’épices

Members of the lunchtime French club came up with some lovely creations for their
gingerbread characters. Some expert icing techniques and not a cliché in sight!

Miss L Mulvenney
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The Library Book of the Week: Spring Term Reads
Each week the Library Club selects a book for students to read an extract from together in form time.
Literacy Leaders lead the discussion and it offers the opportunity to explore the books we have on offer in
the library. Here are all the recommendations that we have had for the Spring Term!

~~~~~
New Young Writers Competition
The organisation Young Writers has a new poetry competition for students to get involved in! Students have
been entering their poems inspired by the theme 'Through Their Eyes'. The winning authors will have the
opportunity to get their writing published in a real book! We are looking forward to hearing the results. Here
are a few of the entries.
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~~~~~
Holocaust Memorial Day Poetry
We had some beautiful poetry written for Holocaust Memorial Day this year, inspired by the artefacts
students explored during Reflection Time. Here are some of the artefacts and two of the poems written in
response.
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~~~~~
The Weekly Literacy Challenge
Each week the Weekly Literacy Challenge is released, offering students the opportunity to respond
creatively to the Theme of the Week, become published on the Literacy Cloud, and boost their house points,
with 50 house points per entry!
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~~~~~
The Literacy Cloud
The Literacy Cloud is the place to visit for tips and strategies, reading recommendations and links and
creative challenges to get involved in. It is also where all of our students' winning writing and artwork is
published. Take a look over the holiday.
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Ms A Taylor
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The Green Team Environment Club continues to promote recycling and looking after the
environment through competitions and awareness campaigns.

Recycling

Across the school the club has set up recycling pots for pens and glue sticks. It is amazing
how many are used. We encourage students and teachers to put them in the recycling pots
so that they do not end up in landfill. These are then sent to Terracycle who are able to
recycle the products and make them into garden equipment and furniture.

So many pens ready to be packaged up and sent away for recycling!
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Competitions and Campaign

In December we hadWorld Soil Day on 5th December. We asked students for pictures,
photos, poems, videos or a creative piece to celebrate our Earth.

We had some excellent pictures and a really amazing drama script sent in.

The group also created a quiz for form time to help students think about the importance of
soil and how we must protect it.

In January we had the Big Garden Bird Count.

The students in the club made bird feeders using pine cones, lard and bird seed. We bagged
them up and handed them out to students with a bird tally chart to encourage them to sit for
an hour and count the birds that landed in their garden.

Feeding the birds at this time of year can help them, particularly during this wet and cold
period.
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In February we run our Wetlands Wildlife photo competition. We have already received
some lovely entries. More entries would be gratefully received and get house points.

Chloe Richardson (Amble)

Ellis Ornsby (Northumberland Park)

Lily Thornton (James Steel Park)

Mrs C Mellor
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