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Thursday 21st December 2023

Dear All

It has been a long and successful term with many and varied successes. I have much

enjoyed talking to the students these past few weeks whilst giving out my weekly

Headteacher’s Work of the Week Awards, and many speak about taking new opportunities

this term, and about having enjoyed the process of learning and developing their skills as

they work with their peers and their teachers. You can read some of the great activities that

students have been getting involved with in this newsletter. Our assemblies last week

celebrated the achievements of the four Houses, Alnwick, Bamburgh, Dunstanburgh and

Warkworth, and of the students’ attendance. There have been so many students with 100%

attendance this term that there has not always been time to announce them all. There have

also been several house competitions this term where students have been able to work

towards house points and it has been good to see so many of our students learn the value of

hard work by working hard. Congratulations to Warkworth for being top of the league at the

end of this term. The totals, however, are very close, so it’s still all to play for next term.

Students studying for GCSEs need to be strong enough readers to understand their course

textbooks and comprehend exam questions. Ensuring that all young people have the literacy

skills they need to access their education, is essential to giving them the opportunity to

succeed both academically and in wider life. In addition to developing these skills, we

recognise that our children’s reading must be supported throughout their time at school, not

only so they can access the curriculum, but so they can get into the habit of reading for

pleasure. The correlation between children who have developed this habit, and their personal

economic well-being and achievement later in life is a strong one. It is good therefore to see

the number of books being used in the Learning Resource Centre is on the increase. We will

continue to have a focus on strengthening our children’s literacy, including through regular

and frequent activities woven into the fabric of lessons in all subjects, to develop these skills.

At home too, children can be supported by being encouraged to develop the daily habit of

reading, at times aloud to a parent or carer, and writing letters, reports or stories, and the

Christmas period brings great opportunities to enjoy some extended reading time.
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The School of Sanctuary Club visited the St Vincent De Paul Centre in Newcastle recently.

The students delivered in excess of 50 gifts which had been kindly donated by the school

community. These gifts will be donated to vulnerable families, who might otherwise receive

no gifts at this time of year. The club had a thorough tour of the centre and found out all

about the work the St Vincent De Paul does with those seeking sanctuary.

Year 10 pupils recently attended an Animal Science conference at Newcastle University.

They got a taste of university life, attending lectures on different aspects of animal welfare

including; Selective breeding in dogs, Rhino poaching and Pig welfare in pork production.

Pupils were a credit to the school, respectfully listening to the presentations and asking

relevant questions.

We have had a great response to The Bay Foodbank appeal, and it has been humbling to

hear students explain their understanding of inequality and why foodbanks exist. It is our

hope that as our young people grow up and become the decision makers of the future, their

approach to societal wellbeing will see the need for foodbanks diminish.

As you may be aware, we have a tradition of Year 11 students travelling to Mexico most

summer holidays with the M10 Mission. Summer 2024 will see the next cohort of volunteers

travelling to Mexico with the M10 charity to work with local people to build and repair houses

for people who find themselves in difficult financial and social circumstances. To fund this

journey students have to raise money through sponsorship, and in this spirit some of our

Year 11 students will be holding a Christmas coffee morning on Friday 22nd December

between 10am - 11:30am at St George's church hall in Cullercoats. The students are looking

forward to seeing lots of people there.

I hope that everyone has a good break over the Christmas period.

Mr M. Snape

Head Teacher
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It's mid December and families
everywhere are getting ready for
Christmas and enjoying the festive
period. However, according to the BBC
News, millions are having to borrow
money to pay key bills and buy presents
this Christmas, the main concern being
energy bills are set to rise again in the
New Year. Citizens Advice said it was
seeing more people falling behind on
energy bills as winter began, owing an average of £1,841 to their supplier. Charities
say some families face paying off loans, adding to the financial strain as they cut
back on basics. Debt charity StepChange estimated that 2.6 million UK adults used
credit to pay for essential household bills in the last three months. Nearly half of
those with existing debt faced difficulty keeping up with household bills and credit
commitments.

Why is this important? What does this have to do with GCSE Business? Our GCSE Business
students study the economy and in particular the impact interest rates and inflation have on
businesses and consumers alike. They learn to understand key terms such as ‘economic
climate’, ‘recession’ and ‘inflation’. All phrases that we can hear and see in the news,
especially in our current circumstances.

Year 11 are currently looking at Business Growth, in particular how a business needs to
adapt its Marketing Mix as it grows and expands. Year 10 is about to start studying aims &
objectives and calculating profit and loss.

It is so important that our GCSE Business students spend time on a regular basis watching
the news, listening to the headlines and absorbing the stories of what is happening. And in a
time like now, it's a perfect time to do so.

Miss D Parker
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We have had a fantastic start to the year in Technology!

Students have completed a full rotation in KS3 with some excellent examples of resilience,
creativity and problem solving resulting in some outstanding outcomes of work, whether it be
in Food Prep & Nutrition or Design and Technology projects, as seen in some of the
examples below.

Meanwhile in Key Stage 4 students have also been making excellent progress, Year 10 have
made a steady start in the options, developing skills and knowledge that will support them in
completing exams and Non-Exam Assessments as well as everyday life skills and the world
of work. Year 11 in particular have shown fantastic work-ethic and maturity towards their
studies, with many choosing to attend additional sessions to revise, catch up on homework
or have support from staff.

We encourage all students within our subject areas to speak to staff about such sessions to
ensure they’re taking opportunities to reach their full potential.

Year 7 Pewter Casting: Year 8 Clocks:
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Key Stage 3 Food outcomes:

YR7 Croque Madame YR9 Bread and Shortbread

KS4 Scones Mighty Mussels and Fish Hero Programme
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Extra-Curricular Clubs:

First Lego League
September saw a new group of Year 8’s form a team to compete once again in the First Lego
League competition this coming February. This year’s theme is focused on the Arts with a
huge variety of tasks to complete within the time limit. The competition sees students design
their own robot using Lego which is then programmed to complete a series of tasks, from
pulling or pushing on levers to move Lego pieces, to relocating parts to certain areas of the
board. To date the students have worked well in preparing for the competition in building the
different pieces of Lego that are used in the challenge and have now begun planning their
robot design and strategies for completing as many tasks as possible and gaining as many
points as possible within the time limit. To succeed they not only need good programming but
efficient and reliable planning to strategise their way around the many challenges.

Vex Robotics
This year's VEX Robotics competition is due to take place in January and our new team are
in full swing with their design and the making of their Robot - Keanu lll. Under Over is this
year's competition which sees 2 alliance robots competing to score tri-balls into goals,
defending their own zones and finishing with an end game where robots must be raised as
high from the ground as possible. This is proving to be a fabulous challenge for this year's
team and we can’t wait to see how well they perform in the upcoming regional competition at
Nissan in January.
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Girls Get Set STEM Initiative

We have 2 groups of girls taking part in this year's Girls Get Set
STEM Initiative. We have our 11 Year 10 students who are returning
to complete their Silver Cadet Award and 10 new Year 8 students
beginning their journey with their Bronze Cadet Award. There’s a lot
of excitement from the girls who are taking part in a variety of
workshops led by different professionals within the Baker Hughes
team offering insight into the differing roles that are on offer in
engineering companies. So far the students have taken part in a
masterclass on oil and also a career spotlight from insightful women
who work for Baker Hughes and how their passions and school lives
led them to the jobs they have now. In the new year each of the
team will find out their challenges for them to research and begin a presentation back to
senior members of the Baker Hughes team, showing off their confidence and teamwork skills
as they go.

Food for Thought
KS3 students have participated in
lunchtime sessions once a week to gain
awareness and skills that can help
prevent impacts on the environment
through food choice. They have been
thinking about how food production can
also impact the planet as a whole. There
have been discussions based around
how to prevent environmental impacts
through food choice and dishes can be
created with less food miles.

Students have researched this topic to
increase their awareness with a focus on
how using locally sourced produce can
enable small but significant changes to
take effect environmentally.

Students will create a recipe book based on Food for Thought
through recipe practice using local and ethical produce.

Ms K Nicholls
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Welcome to Drama!

We’re glad to see that our Year 7 students have settled into Drama lessons very well and
have been producing some imaginative work in response to poetry; ‘Timothy Winters’ and
‘The Identification’. Students have explored basic skills such as hot seating, still image, slow
motion movement and thought tracking. We’re looking forward to developing our skills further
next term with the delights of William Shakespeare!

Year 8 students have been building upon their knowledge and skills through exploration of
‘Aberfan’. Students have enjoyed working together as part of an ensemble as well as
learning about events from the past. Next term we will begin our off-text exploration of ‘Blood
Brothers’.

In Year 9, we have been developing ideas for their own devised plays. It’s been great to see
such an imaginative selection of pieces. In the Spring we will be exploring the topic of
Diversity.

Key Stage 4 students are as busy as always; Year 10 students have been working on
preparation for the written exam and are starting to develop ideas for their mock performance
in January. Year 11 have completed their mock exam and will embark on their final
performance exam scheduled for March/April.
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Once again we are encouraging students to access Digital Theatre Plus. More information
about this can be found on Google Classroom. Students can enjoy watching and reviewing
extracts from productions and it’s a great way to develop knowledge and understanding of
the performing arts. Students can access the website at any time which could be fun for the
whole family!

Finally, as we approach the end of term we would like to express our gratitude to all who
supported our recent school production ‘Matilda Jr.’ There were a huge number of students
involved, meaning we had two completely different casts. We are very proud of their
achievements and wish everyone a restful Christmas break.

Mrs S Berriman
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The Be All: An English Podcast

This term the English department has started their very own Podcast! So far there have been a
variety of different episodes ranging from Year 11 exam focused discussions around wellbeing,
motivation and revision strategies, to the popular Halloween special featuring Mr Horn live from the
Priory Castle. We have had a range of very special guests including head of Year 11: Mr Prytherch
with motivational tips for his year group, and ex student Belle Hutchins who is currently studying A
Levels at WBHS. In the last few weeks before Christmas Mr Horn has used each episode to read the
five staves of A Christmas Carol to get students (and staff) into the festive spirit! After the Christmas
break we will be having discussions around exam preparation, interviews with students, more
special guests, book recommendations and much more! All are available on the English Subject
Cloud available on our website.

_______________________________

Gothic Writing

Year 7 have got their first term of Marden English off to a superb, but spooky start by exploring the
key theme of ‘Gothic’ through the central texts TheWoman in Black by Susan Hill and Cirque du Freak
by Darren Shan. As part of this unit, the students aren’t just exploring these texts critically, but are
also taking inspiration from these for their own eerie and exciting Gothic tales showing off their
excellent creative talents. This will culminate in our annual Gothic writing competition whereby our
top stories will be published in our very own Marden High School Gothic Tales collection, with the
theme for 2023 being ‘A Dark Christmas’. We can already tell we will have a challenging job on our
hands choosing our winners this year! Here are some extracts from this year’s entries:
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Robert, without opening his eyes, woke up. The joyful and merry songs of winter birds filled the cold,crisp air,
accompanied with the soft rustling of trees in the gently blowing wind. Though the noises would seem to be out of
place in an average city home like his, these noises fell upon his ears, soothing his mind (which bore a severe
headache from his drinking). When the pain in his head became too burdensome, he stood up from his slumber
and tentatively opened his eyes. The surroundings he saw were joyful, with grand evergreens, spindly but tall trees
and snow fluttering across the ivory-streaked sky, like dancers blissfully skipping through the bushes and branches.
The sight of this seemed to lift his discomfort from his weary brow, causing him to sigh in relief. Then,realisation
came to his mind, causing him to jump up in surprise.The sight of the forest that brought him comfort and relief
suddenly turned more menacing, bringing a more violent picture to his mind. The grand trees that stood boldly, like
brave soldiers enduring the wilderness, suddenly becamemalevolent, with branches attempting to smother Robert
into an eternal slumber. The snow, that had now settled peacefully on his well-kept beard, was altered by his
deceiving eyes into a harsh blizzard, creating a wall of white to misdirect and trick him. This was too much for him
to bear, and with a cry of dismay, he stumbled wildly into the heart of the forest, sealing his doom and opening a
door for his horrible end.
Mason

Picture this, a jovial boarding school full of joyful children celebrating the Christmas of 1889. It was Christmas Eve
and the corridors were decorated beautifully for that brilliant time of the year… well for most. Holly covered the
walls, lights lit the grande school and gifts filled the space under the gargantuan, brightly lit Christmas tree. But
that school isn’t like this anymore. On that day all the children disappeared and nobody knows how or why.

On that same day 100 years later, through the dark, overgrown, majestic woods. 4 boys stood. Not knowing why
they were there or where.The trees towering, looming over them. Desperately searching for shelter at this cold, dark
time of year… they had to keep walking.
Isla

He had arrived. The manor was on a hill, surrounded by a perpetual forest. The ambience was cold and eerie, it was
now dark. He had to get inside and find some light: if there was any. The inside of the manor was empty and messy,
it wasn’t hiding the fact it was abandoned. At the back of his head, James couldn’t stop thinking why such a place
was abandoned, it must have been very luxurious. Wandering around the ground floor, he found pots and pans
strawn across the ground in the huge kitchen. The hall was overall a mess, lights cracked or broken, paper and dirt
across the ground. This house was long past its glory.
Jake

_______________________________
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Theatre Trip
Back in October the English department took a group of 40 year 10 & 11 students to the Northern
Stage Theatre, Newcastle to watch an English Tour Theatre production of Shakespeare’s Macbeth.
This was an incredibly powerful performance, with a key focus being on the superb staging,
developed in a Frons Scenae style, meaning the audience were immersed in a grand backdrop
framing the stage creating a ‘building within a building’ feel moving through multiple locations with
a large screen above showcasing more intimate moments. Whilst the staging, costume and props
had been modernised, the language was true to Shakespeare, allowing our students to be intrigued
by the adaptation alongside hearing words they are hopefully familiar with, therefore animating
their study further. Highlights of the evening were one of our students being questioned by the
Porter character who ‘broke the fourth wall’, and Mr Horn being taken up onto the stage to be part of
the pivotal banquet scene (see below!). This was a brilliant and thought provoking evening; a
memorable event for all involved.

_______________________________

Hope Agency Leadership



December 2023

Reading for Pleasure

Each class in Key Stage 3 (years 7-9) has a dedicated Reading for Pleasure lesson alongside their
normal English lessons once per fortnight, students use this time to explore new books, read
extracts from their own novels, explore a class novel and create projects on their most memorable
reading experiences. Here are some images from some fantastic reading projects completed by
students so far this year:

_______________________________
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Here is what your English & media teachers have on their Winter Reading List:

Mr Horn: TheWinter Spirits: Ghostly Tales for Frosty Nights by Various
Mrs Cathcart: Elektra by Jennifer Saint

Miss Laing: Shakespeare: The Man who Pays the Rent by Judi Dench
Miss Boyle: Small Pleasures by The School of Life

Mr Ranson: My Year of Rest and Relaxation by Ottessa Moshfegh
Ms Taylor: Disorientation by Elain Hsieh Chou
Miss Lees: The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison

Mrs Eastlake: A Gypsy in Auschwitz by Otto Rosenberg

_______________________________

Mrs E Cathcart
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Year 11 students have had a busy term completing their mock exams. The dedication and
preparation the students have shown for these assessments has been exemplary and puts
them in an excellent position for their summer exams, keep up the hard work! The students
should use these assessments to highlight areas to focus on for their revision in the
upcoming months.

Year 10 students have been studying the Paper 1 Topic Living World and Paper 2
Resources. The topic of Resources has been particularly interesting for students to link our
classroom based learning to issues in the news, for example the energy crisis. They have
taken a mature approach to their studies by completing revision resources as homework at
the end of each topic and this has been rewarded with excellent assessment grades.

Students in Year 9 have been studying the topics Superpowers and Conflict. We have been
exploring topical issues such as ivory poaching, child soldiers, piracy and conflicts with
Russia. This has allowed students to develop their cultural capital and increase their
empathy towards international situations.

Year 8 students have been studying Natural Hazards and Megacities this term. They have
looked at recent examples of tectonic hazards and the impacts of these on people and the
environment. This half term students have given excellent presentations on a megacity of
their choice. It was great to see students develop their research skills and build their
confidence.
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Students in Year 7 have made an excellent start to their geography journey at Marden. They
have been studying Fantastic Places and Population this term. During the population topic
students have demonstrated their excellent teamwork and leadership skills by designing and
presenting a product to aid countries with an ageing population. A number of students have
asked to take pictures of Geography work that they are proud of and upload them to their
Globalbridge profiles. It is great to see students looking through their books and recognising
their own achievements.

Enjoy a well earned Christmas break and we look forward to seeing
everyone again in the

New Year.

Miss C Robson
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The beginning of this academic year brought a welcome change to the PE team, with two
new members of staff joining the department. We welcomed Mr Devlin and Miss
Gray-Renfrew into the team and both have proved to be very good additions to our already
successful department.

Extracurricular activities

Pupils have enjoyed a full programme of extracurricular activities this term, with clubs being
run in a variety of sports . Pupils have had the opportunity to take part in football, netball,
rugby, badminton, table tennis, volleyball, and cross country running. The popularity of these
clubs has proved to be huge, with students engaging in team practices and fun recreation
activities before school, lunchtimes and after school. We in the PE department are proud of
the effort and commitment shown by the pupils that take part in these clubs, and we welcome
anyone else that would like to join in.

Netball
During the autumn term we have seen an excellent turn out at the netball extra curricular
clubs for years 7-11. The clubs have been full of excitement, laughter and fantastic
teamwork. As well as the netball club at school, the North Tyneside netball season started at
the end of September. The netball teams have dominated the league tables and have put in
some wonderful performances. The Year 7 netball team continue to go from strength to
strength and develop holistically as a team where new friendships are developed weekly. The
Year 8 netball team have a fantastic team spirit when they are playing and have had lots of
victories so far this Year. Year 9 have continued where they left off last year dominating the
league table with some fantastic performances. The team went to play in the North East
competition against some of the top private schools, finishing 4th overall. The Year 10 and 11
team have been fantastic, both on and off the court, offering help and support to the younger
teams when they train.
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Football
After a very successful season last year, the Marden High football teams had a lot to live up
to this year. Thankfully they have picked up where they left off last year and started in great
form. All Year groups have taken part in the North Tyneside Schools leagues and have
enjoyed success in these games. Both the boys and girls teams have performed brilliantly
with many victories earned so far.

Monday and Wednesday nights have seen our teams take part in Central Venue League
7-a-side competitions held at John Spence. The pupils have enjoyed these small sided
games, even though some were played in fairly extreme weather conditions!

Finally, the teams have all played in their respective County Cup competitions this term, with
the Year 9 boys team progressing to the Quarter Finals to be held in the new year. The Year
8 boys team are also still in their competition and we wish both teams every success in their
next round fixtures.

Hope Agency Leadership



December 2023

Rugby
The Year 8 and 9 rugby teams have competed in the County Cup competition this term, with
the Year 9 boys team progressing to the Shield Semi Finals. The Year 9 girls also had a taste
of success with three wins from three in their tournament. Both teams will progress through
to the next round of competition to be held in the new year. For some of the players, this was
their first taste of competitive rugby, but by the smiles on their faces at the end of the games,
it is safe to say they loved it!
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Basketball
The Year 9 and the Year 10/11 basketball teams have been in action this term, competing in
the North Tyneside Schools competitions. Both teams have performed tremendously well
and qualified for the County finals in the new year. A fantastic achievement and we wish
them both the best of luck.

Cross country
Before half term, all pupils in Marden completed the cross country event in their PE lessons.
The top performing pupils were selected to represent the school at the North Tyneside
championships held at Monkseaton High School in November. Alas, the weather was not
playing ball and the competition had to be postponed twice. A new date will be finalised for
this in the new year.

Badminton and Volleyball
Also this term, the Yr 9 and Yr 10 girls had their Central Venue League badminton
competitions, with both teams doing fantastically well, qualifying for the county finals just
before Christmas. The Yr 9 and Yr 10 boys teams battled hard, finishing 4th and 5th in their
respective competitions.

The KS3 and KS4 Volleyball teams have also been in action in their Central Venue League
this term, with the boys having played two competitions and the girls one. The KS3 and KS4
boys teams won their competitions, and the KS3 girls also victorious in their tournament.
Volleyball is a fairly new sport to most of the players, but they have learned quickly and
developed a great team mentality.

House Competitions 2024

And finally, the PE team are pleased to announce that there will be House sports
competitions starting after school next term. Each Monday and Wednesday there will be a
tournament between the houses in a variety of sports. Please watch out for the posters
around school and on social media for information of what is coming up.

Mr G Smith
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Personal Development

This half term, Year 9 students have been involved in a ‘Respect Day’ as part of their
personal development. The aim was to enable students to explore the importance of
respecting themselves and having positive relationships with those around them. The day
began with a talk from Chris Hemmings about healthy masculinity and how social
expectations placed on young men can be damaging to both men and women. The students
engaged extremely well, with some thought provoking and insightful questions asked at the
end by our students. Students then moved into workshops delivered by a variety of external
speakers, including an empathy workshop delivered by Chris. Show Racism the Red Card
delivered sessions on unconscious bias and how to be an ally while speakers from the Blue
Sky Trust explored the concept of self respect.

Year 7 students have had a similar experience but with the theme of ‘Safety’. They have
been able to attend sessions from the police, fire service and ended the day with a theatre
performance about road safety. Alongside this students were able to explore what being safe
within relations and online looks like.

Students have already identified both of these events as really positive experiences and
gave some brilliant feedback.

Mrs C MacLeod
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Mrs C Atkinson
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The Library Book of the Week: Winter Term Reads
Each week the Library Club selects a book for students to read an extract from together in form time.
Literacy Leaders lead the discussion and it offers the opportunity to explore the books we have on offer in
the library. Here are all the recommendations that we have had for the Winter Term!

~~~~~
Literacy Winter Competitions
Literacy Leaders have two creative writing competitions for students to get involved in over the festive
period. They can send their poems and stories to the Literacy Cloud for publication and house points! The
Library Club has also given us two festive reading recommendations for the holidays, too.
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~~~~~
Remembrance Day Poetry
We had some impressive poems written for Remembrance Day this year, inspired by the quotation from
Anne Frank 'How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world'.
Here is the winning response from Erin.
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~~~~~
Halloween Stories
In celebration of Halloween this year, students had to write a short story or poem entitled 'The Door'. Here
are a selection of the spine-chilling entries!
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~~~~~
The Glitch: A National Creative Writing Competition!
Students have been entering their short stories into a new creative writing competition from YoungWriters.
The winning authors will have the opportunity to get their writing published in a real book! We are looking
forward to hearing the results. Here are a few of the entries.
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~~~~~
The Weekly Literacy Challenge
Each week the Weekly Literacy Challenge is released, offering students the opportunity to respond
creatively to the Theme of the Week, become published on the Literacy Cloud, and win some extra house
points! Here are a few of the creations shared by students so far this half term.
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~~~~~
The Literacy Cloud
The Literacy Cloud is the place to visit for tips and strategies, reading recommendations and links and
creative challenges to get involved in. It is also where all of our students' winning writing and artwork is
published. Take a look over the holiday.
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Ms A Taylor
Literacy Coordinator
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