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Friday 27th October 2023

Dear All

It has been my privilege this week and last to have several conversations with individual

students about the current situation in Gaza, and what has perhaps struck me most is the

lack of polarised or partisan view that any of those young people have taken as they consider

and process what they see and hear via all sorts of media. As we know, in this country and

around the world, there have been many groups who have taken either extreme

pro-Palestinian or pro-Israeli allegiance, and sadly this serves only to inhibit an accurate

understanding of the Middle East situation and an empathy for the people caught up in this

conflict. I include this in my newsletter, not to be political in any way, but because here at

Marden we talk a lot about Hope, Agency and Leadership:

We are a strong community, each individual full of hope, looking forward to many possibilities.

Our focus on student leadership helps develop our strong moral compass, giving our young people

a global awareness and a sense of agency to shape a more equal society for the future.

(from our School Development Plan)

If ever there was a time for us all to help our young people exercise these attributes, this is

one of them. But truly comprehending the intricacies and history of conflict in the Middle East

is difficult for anyone, as is resisting the biassed and incomplete reporting which feeds off the

plethora of sound bites we are exposed to daily. So how best to help our young people

navigate their way through these competing polarised views? One approach is that

described by Mona Siddiqui, Professor at Edinburgh University, in her Thought for the Day on

BBC Radio recently, which I felt resonated strongly with our Marden values. Professor

Siddiqui talks about how our sense of self worth and emotional well-being is deeply

influenced by how people interact with us in public, and about the importance of ensuring

that our words and actions make others feel safe and not scared, as resentment and fear can

only be destructive. She reminds us of the important loyalties we have to our neighbours, the

people that live in our street, that go to our school, our community. The Marden ethos of

treating others as we would want to be treated enables us to build a web of positive
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relationships which will contribute to the good and compassionate society we all want. In the

words of Professor Siddiqui, “sometimes when we feel conflicted or helpless, the most moral

thing to do as a citizen is simply to be kind to those around us and to reach out to the people

you feel are on the other side, to listen to their stories and recognise their goodness.”

During this half term we have been conducting one of our regular internal reviews of the

quality of teaching which involves learning walks. Many lessons from different subject areas

have been seen and the findings of these learning walks indicate very effective, and in some

cases, exemplary practice in classrooms. Some of the strengths of many lessons have been

teaching delivered in the context of the real world, and resources and activities being used to

stimulate creative thinking and curiosity. It has also been good to see students’

independence being developed over time resulting in them being more able to manage their

own time and learning, and it is always great to see the students working with a sense of

pride and accomplishment and making good progress. There are some great examples of

this work in the half-termly newsletter on the school website.

After half term there will be an “Introduction to Year 10” event for parents of students in Year

10. Prior to this Year 10 students will receive a report outlining their Yellis test results.

Parents of Year 10 students are invited into school on Thursday 9th November where Mrs

Robson will explain more about Yellis tests and chances graphs in relation to students'

progress. Mr Tueart will also deliver a session around how students can start to revise and

how parents can support their children's learning at home. If you would like to attend, please

complete the form linked here.

Students have been enjoying “The Be All”, an original Marden Podcast series produced by

members of the English department. This week we have launched our first episode for KS3,

our Halloween special, which includes staff and student literary recommendations and a “live

midnight reading” from the Priory Castle. This follows our first two episodes for KS4

specifically on exam strategy and mindfulness. They are currently accessible via

GoogleClassroom and the Subject Cloud on the school website.

The Year 8 girls football team started their season with a trip to Churchill in the

Northumberland County Cup this week. The hosts broke the deadlock with a well taken goal

midway through the first half. This spurred the Marden team into life and they hit back almost

immediately to equalise and followed this with 3 more goals before the half time whistle. The
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girls carried this momentum into the second half scoring a further 5 goals to make the final

score 9-1, a fantastic afternoon of football and a brilliant result in the first round of the cup.

Our Year 8 Boys football team were also in action this week with a home league game

against Marden Bridge. In an entertaining game, the visitors took the lead with an early goal

and looked like extending their lead with some periods of extended pressure on the Marden

goal. However, the Marden team pressed hard to get the equaliser, which came after some

slick passing down the right wing, then scoring another 3 goals before the half time whistle.

After the break Marden stepped up another gear, finding the net 5 more times to make the

final score 9-1. A marvellous result with all players thoroughly enjoying the game.

The final County cup game of the week saw the Year 9 boys perform in an amazing goal fest

on Monday afternoon against Berwick Academy. The in-form Marden team scored 10 goals

in the first half and added another 10 in the second. The visitors battled hard and managed

to score 4 goals of their own. 20-4 the final result. Well done to all the players involved. The

Year 10 boys football team also played in the first round of the County Cup this week, facing

last year's winners Walker Academy in very tough conditions. Marden started slowly, giving

away two penalties, with the first being saved and the second scored. The game finished 5-1

but the boys battled until the very end and created some good chances.

The Year 7 Netball team started off their season at Marden Bridge Middle School on Monday,

with five friendly games against Marden Bridge. The girls' attitude and drive on court was

excellent to see. The games finished off with 3 big wins, a draw and a loss. The PE staff

were extremely impressed with the standard of Netball and the girls should be really proud of

their efforts.

Central Venue League Volleyball took place at Whitley Bay High School this week, with the

Year 9 Boys producing some excellent volleyball, winning all but one game. The Year 10 and

Year 11 boys teams also played fantastic volleyball, with the Year 11's winning in a closely

contested final. Congratulations to everyone who represented the school with distinction.

Thank you for your continued support and take care.

Mr M. Snape

Head Teacher

Hope Agency Leadership



October 2023

This term our Art & Design students across GCSE groups and KS3 classes have impressed
us with imagination and creativity. Our current GCSE Art & Design students continue to work
incredibly hard on their portfolios. Year 10 students are focusing on Natural Forms as a
starting point with many unique ideas and a very wide range of mediums has already been
explored. Pupils have confidently handled materials, applying the techniques and skills
shown to them with control and accuracy. Year 11 are developing their Destroy & Distort
projects. We have explored photography, printing, drawing techniques, collage and photo
manipulation techniques. Students are now looking at ways to re-work and further refine their
ideas around the subject matter. They must build their skills, techniques and ideas ready to
create a well formed outcome in December's mock exam.
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Year 7 has been exploring ideas around the Visual Elements of Art. This is the foundation
knowledge they will require to create and develop more successful art work in future projects.

We have begun to use personal ideas and outcomes based on hot and cold colour
combinations. Some excellent understanding and application can be seen across student
books. We look forward to seeing students' personal outcomes in their homework booklets
which have been sent home and can also be located on their google classroom areas.
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Year 8 have worked on the subject theme of African Masks. They have independently
researched facts about African Mask culture, meanings and their importance in influencing
the art world. WE have built skills on drawing using guidelines, grid boxes and symmetry.

Work has been developed using paint, coffee, blending, colour blocking and print techniques.
Please enjoy looking at some of the fantastic outcomes from a range of classes in the year
group. The groups will continue to work on their own ideas from influences across the project
going on to make their own personal mask design in a 3D card construction piece which will
really challenge their ability to understand a 2D piece into a 3D form.
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Year 9 have been working really hard on their new Trainer topic. We have been specifically
looking at developing their rendering, mark making and tonal skills using paint, coloured
pencil and paint. This project has been created to give students a good opportunity to
experience what it is like to do GCSE. They are given more freedom choosing the subject
matter, artist research options are wider and specialist equipment is introduced.
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Our current Art competition is Inktober which is due on November 6thn . Every entry receives
50 house points. We will also choose a first, second and third place winner who will receive a
significant amount of points for being in the top 3. Work will be exhibited in school and on the
website so keep your eye out for the fantastic examples and winners! Please encourage your
children to take part and get involved with both these opportunities.

Miss C Olbrecht
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Marden High School GCSE Business students have had a very busy half term. Y11 have
continued to feverishly work towards their GCSE by developing their understanding of the
economy and the wider world of work. We would encourage students to watch or read the
news as there are many opportunities for them to expand their knowledge in terms of the
cost of living crisis, applying their learning to interest rates, inflation and unemployment. The
mock exams are fast approaching and we have spent some time looking at a range of
different revision strategies including flashcards, mind maps, note taking & exam questions.

In Y10, students have been learning about the theoretical underpinnings of business, looking
at the risks and rewards of being an entrepreneur and how businesses can add value to their
product or service. It is so important that our GCSE Business students spend time on a
regular basis watching the news, listening to the headlines and absorbing the stories of what
is happening. This can only develop their knowledge and understanding further. I would also
encourage students to get the GCSE Business revision guide, an invaluable resource when it
comes to revising.

Miss D Parker
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Students have made a fantastic start in History across all year groups. Year 7 students have
impressed staff with their enthusiasm during lessons. They have been working hard during
lessons to understand the skills they need to employ as good historians while studying The
Suffragettes. The “Stamp Champ” homework produced some outstanding pieces of work.
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Year 8 students have been eagerly learning about the Tudors. We are looking forward to
receiving their creative homework in December. Students can choose from a number of
different activities ranging from building models of an English battleship to creating a shoe
box museum. Year 9 students have started this academic year studying World War One.They
have also been set a creative piece of homework which is due in December. Staff have
already started to receive some impressive homework projects; from book reviews, to meals
that have been prepared based on WW1 recipes.

Year 10 students have started their GCSE course with America, 1920-1973 “Opportunity and
Inequality” Students have been given a homework booklet to complete practice GCSE style
questions. The aim of this is to help students to develop their exam technique. Year 11
students have started their thematic study, Britain: Health and the People c1000 to the
present day. Year 11 students should be preparing for their trial exam in November which will
cover America 1920-1973 and Conflict and Tension in Asia 1950-1975.

The History Department is meeting with Newcastle University and will be planning ways in
which we can work together over the next academic year.

Overall, an excellent start to the year.

Mrs A Thompson
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The maths department celebrated their best ever exam results in the summer with 89% of
our students achieving a grade 4 compared to 61% nationally, 73% achieving grade 5 or
better compared to 43% and 24% achieving a grade 7 or better compared to 17% nationally.
To say I’m proud of my team is an understatement and testament to the hard work and
commitment made from students, staff and parents so thank you for your continued support.

A busy time within the Maths department, year 11 students are fully focussed on maximising
the time they have left at Marden High. Extra revision and support for year 11 takes place on
a Monday after school in what we call the Aftermath so please ensure your child is attending.
In addition to this we also have drop in sessions every Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
lunchtime. We have had an excellent uptake for further maths and the sessions held by Miss
Cotterill have been very well attended and received. Again this takes place after school on
Mondays.

Maths took part in two support evenings this term along with Science and English aimed at
supporting students’ learning in the core subjects at key stage 3 and the other at key stage 4.
Both evenings were very well attended and received. The aim of the evening was to promote
the subject and give parents the knowledge, resources and advice they need to best support
their child in the core subjects.

We have also been successful in securing entry into the UKMT maths challenges for year 8
and year 10 which gives students the chance to enhance their problem solving skills.
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Puzzle Time

Mr M Hiscock
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European day of Languages

We recently held our annual MFL Bake-Off competition, in honour of the European day of
Languages. As always, we had some fantastic entries to celebrate the importance of
languages, here and around the world. The entries were judged and then sold at breaktime
to raise money for Children in Need. A great effort all round!
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Voyage à Paris

Just before the summer break, 40 year 9 students and 5 staff took part in a very successful
trip to the beautiful city of Paris. We enjoyed a range of activities and were able to have a
lovely tour around the capital in some glorious weather. The students practised their french
at a local market and we all spent a fantastic day in the Disney parks. A visit to a local
fromagerie also proved to be a great experience for staff and students alike.

The same trip will be running next year, just before the start of the Paris Olympics. We’re
looking forward to it already.

Miss L Mulvenney
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Musical Extra Curricular Activities

Hope Agency Leadership

Tuesday Lunch Keyboard Club / Theory Club
Come along to practise some keyboard. This
session also runs as a theory club for anyone
that is wanting some extra help with music

theory. These sessions are open to anyone from
12:40 on a first come first served basis.

Wednesday AM School Band
Come along to play with the school band. We
have looked at a range of different music so far
this term including Samba De Janero, Dr Who
and Jurassic Park. This is a club for students who
play an instrument.

Wednesday PM
Thursday PM

School Production - Matilda
This year our school show is Matilda. An all
singing, all dancing drama extraordinaire. Come
along to join the fun. Final performances 12th and
13th December.

Friday AM Samba Band
No prior experience necessary, anyone is welcome.
Come along to join our Brazilian Samba band to

play a selection of drums and percussion.

Friday PM Vocal Group
Anyone is welcome and we sing a range of songs

across a variety of genres.
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School Production of Matilda

Our rehearsals have been going well for our annual school production of Matilda. It's
amazing to have so many keen students involved and they will certainly be bringing their
amazing energy to the performance. It's shaping up to be an exciting show so make sure you
come along and watch on 12th and 13th December.

Instrumental Lessons

We have a number of instrumental teachers who visit the school to teach the following
instruments: trumpet, trombone, drum kit, guitar, voice, keyboard, piano and flute. Anyone
interested in starting should contact Mrs Gibbings for a form that puts you in touch with the
relevant instrumental teacher.

Mrs A Gibbings

Hope Agency Leadership



October 2023

Literacy at Marden and Supporting Literacy development at
home
We have lots of exciting opportunities available for students to develop their reading, writing, vocabulary and
oracy skills this year. This video gives an overview of our weekly literacy routine for 2023. From Reading for
Pleasure to Reflection Time Oracy, theWeekly Literacy Challenge and celebrating students' creativity on the
Literacy Cloud, there's lots to get involved in (and lots of house points to be won!).

Further to this, as part of the Year 7 settling in evening, Ms Taylor also created a short video with strategies
for developing students' literacy skills at home. Should you wish to view it, here is the link. It offers an
overview of the literacy opportunities available to students in school as well as some easy tips for
encouraging Reading for Pleasure, developing vocabulary and maximising opportunities for developing
oracy (discussion) skills at home.

Year 11 Literacy Prefects
Literacy Prefects have begun work in their new role this term, sporting their new badges atop their purple
ties! The role is one which encourages leadership and independence, with these students planning and
delivering a Literacy Mentoring programme to selected Year 7 students. The sessions are shaped by the
interests and needs of the Year 7 students they are working with, and have a focus on developing Reading,
Vocabulary and Oracy skills.
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Young Literacy Leaders for 2023
Students in Years 7-10 have been elected by their Form Classes as this year's new Literacy Leaders. In their
new role, they will be leading Reading for Pleasure discussion and Reflection Time Oracy, encouraging
reflective discussion amongst their Form Class in their exploration of the Library Book of the Week, Themes
of the Week and other important social and cultural events and issues.

Marden Loves Reading
We began the new academic year with a celebration of reading and asked students to send in their reading
selfies. Here's a selection below of some of the most exciting, with students reading their favourite books at
home, to pets, in headstands, on the trampoline, and after the Great North Run!
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National Poetry Day
We celebrated National Poetry Day across school this half term. The theme this year was 'Refuge' and
students reflected on ideas about safety, home and tolerance, and the power of poetry to empower voices
and build empathy: how voices, words and stories help to bridge understanding in our communities.
Students took part in a school-wide treasure hunt, searching for their teachers' favourite poems; they
reflected on their own personal places of refuge using Roger Robinson's poem 'Portable Paradise' in Form
Time; and explored some of this year's official poems in English Reading for Pleasure lessons. The poem
'Refugees' by Brian Bilston was a particular favourite of students. There have been some wonderful entries to
this year's poetry writing competition and creativity challenge. Here were the gold, silver and bronze
winners.
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Half-Term Halloween Competition!
There is an exciting Halloween Competition for students to take part in over the half-term holiday.
After all of the excellent entries received for National Poetry Day, we are looking forward to seeing students'
imaginative, engaging creations! Students should send their creative writing to the
literacycloud@mardenhigh.net. Every entry wins 50 house points and will be published on the Literacy
Cloud.
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The Weekly Literacy Challenge and the Literacy Cloud
Each week the Weekly Literacy Challenge is released, offering students the opportunity to respond
creatively to the Theme of the Week, become published on the Literacy Cloud and win some extra house
points! Here are a few of the creations shared by students so far this half term.
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Miss A Taylor
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