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Once again we?ve had a busy term in the Technology Department! As well as 

getting stuck into practical lessons in KS3 and KS4 focusing on Coursework and 

exams, we?ve had a number of fantastic extra-curricular activities happening. 

We really value these activities in the Technology Department as an insight into 

just how favourable our subjects are in industry and to show the huge scope of 

careers available across all industry sectors. These visits also allow students 

the opportunities to apply what they have learned across all subjects in a new 

environment, developing their knowledge and understanding further and see 

how their learning within school can support them in other areas.

In June we returned to the Tyne and Wear STEM Day held at Sunderland 
University. Across the day Year 9 students worked in teams with students from 
other schools from the region to complete a variety of tasks. Each task linked 
to different STEM careers from medicine to engineering, programming to 
working for the police.

Tyne and Wear STEM Day:

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Students were judged not only on their ability to complete the tasks but 

also how well they worked as a team to problem solve using the 

information they?d been given. It was excellent to see how well our 

students interacted with each other but especially with students from 

other schools; often taking the lead and using their initiative to make 

suggestions.

As a result of their skills and teamwork we returned from the competition 

with a number of victories, winning 2 of the categories and being crowned 

overall winners of the day. 

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Robotics Festival:

On July 3rd 5 Year 7?s took part in the Robotics Festival held at Tanfield High 

School. The day was aimed at developing key skills used by Engineers in industry, 

with problem solving being the key focus, along with teamwork, resilience and 

programming.

The day was planned to allow teams to take control of their time and to organise 
themselves. In total there were 6 challenges to complete, tasks including 
programming a drone to complete a course, driving mini VEX robots, 
programming VEX robots to complete a series of challenges and building their 
own robot prior to programming it.

The 5 students were fantastic from start to finish, working effectively as a team, 
identifying  the strengths they each brought to the team and working positively 
to ensure they were able to complete all tasks to the very best of their ability. 
This effective and mature teamwork enabled the team to come a very close 
second, a fantastic achievement for having very litt le experience of the programs 
and challenges; students gained a lot from the day from building skills but also 
gaining an insight into how these grassroot skills can later lead into Engineering 
and STEM careers.

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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TICE: Students took part in the second round of TICE in June. The year 9 

students took part in a variety of activities based around careers in and 

around the photography and film industry. An industry professional led 

an informative in school workshop based on camera techniques and 

Photoshop skills and students thoroughly enjoyed this. TICE focuses and 

explores career development creating opportunities for students to 

experience an insight into careers within the creative industry. Students 

enjoyed a day workshop at Northumbria University. They enjoyed a tour 

of the photography university facilit ies and on the day the students were 

involved in various workshops. This was thoroughly enjoyed and 

students were motivated and inspired. 

Ms K Nicholls

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Another fantastic term in Drama! 

An overwhelming response to our new school production, ?Matilda Jr.? 

with almost 80 students signing up to be involved. This means we will 

have two full casts performing this year and in addition to this, a 

technical team responsible for set, costume, lighting and sound design. 

Rehearsals are underway and we?re looking forward to welcoming our 

new year 7 students into chorus in September. This promises to be a 

wonderful show so please put a date in your diary for 12 and 13 

December! 

It?s been a busy term for our KS4 students. After months of preparation, 

Year 11 students completed their final exam in May. Meanwhile, Year 

10?s have been busy preparing for their devised pieces; we recently 

welcomed family and friends to see some dynamic performances.

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Mrs S Berriman

As Year 7 comes to an end, it has been great to see the good progress our 

students have made this year. Many of which have signed up for the school 

production!

Final preparations are underway for this year?s Creativity Festival which 

takes place next week. We have an array of fantastic activities this year, 

ranging from puppetry to graffit i. Students will have the opportunity to 

work with local professional artists who are happy to share their own 

creative journey and career choices. Year 8 students will be completing Part 

A of their Arts Award qualification on the last day of term. They will 

document their participation in the festival to complete this part of the 

portfolio.  

Well done everyone on a wonderful journey this year!

The Drama Department

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Mrs E Cathcart

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Mr J Ranson

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Our new Year 11 students have had a busy term completing their 

assessments. The dedication and preparation the students have 

shown for these assessments has been exemplary and puts them in 

an excellent position for their summer exams, keep up the hard work! 

The students should use these assessments to highlight areas to 

focus on for their revision in the upcoming year. 

Year 11 geographers have been  to the coast and completed their 

GCSE fieldwork. Despite the hot temperatures students enjoyed their 

day and were a credit to the school.  You can watch some footage of 

the field trip here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2-3kDdseyM

As fieldwork skills are an integral part of our subject we are hoping to 

give our KS3 students more opportunities to develop their skills in 

data collection, cartography and analysing quantitative and qualitative 

sources.  

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2-3kDdseyM
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Miss C Robson

Our new Year 9 students have been studying development within 

their Geography lessons looking at the factors that lead to unequal 

development and the strategies to reduce the development gap. 

Students have produced some excellent presentations when 

designing their own bottom up schemes aimed at helping local 

communities in the Democratic Republic of Congo to improve their 

quality of life. Students created their own charities/action groups 

and came up with schemes that enabled lives to be improved long 

term.

Our new Year 8  students have been looking at the impact of 

tourism around the world and reflecting on the reasons that 

people travel. They have been able to spend some time thinking 

about being more sustainable to reduce the impact on the world 

through their travel. Some of our students have designed some 

amazing ecotourism resorts and they have thought about the 

possibility of working in ecotourism as a future career.

Overall it 's been a very productive year, our students have 

demonstrated commendable levels of resilience this year, they are 

a credit to the school community and teaching them in Geography 

has been a real pleasure this year.

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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PE Depar t m ent

The PE department has grown during the summer term, as two new 

members of staff have been added to the existing staff. Mr Devlin, who 

has been a cover supervisor at Marden this year, and Miss Gray-Renfrew 

have joined the team and add a wealth of knowledge and enthusiasm to 

our already fantastic department.

Ext racur r icular  act ivit ies

Extracurricular clubs and fixtures have offered pupils an opportunity to 

try new activities or to practise the sports they have been learning in PE 

lessons. Pupils have been able to participate in a wide variety of extra 

curricular clubs this term, including Cricket, Tennis, Rounders, Table 

Tennis, Badminton, Handball, Volleyball, Football and Athletics. All clubs 

have been extremely well attended.

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Foot ball

The football season took a lot longer than expected to reach its 

conclusion, but it was a great summer for the Marden High Key Stage 3 

teams. The Year 7 and 8 boys teams were winners of their respective 

leagues, with both teams going the full season undefeated in their 

league campaigns. There was also lots to celebrate in the North Tyneside 

Schools Cup competitions, where the Year 7 team reached the final only 

to lose on penalties. The Year 8 team also reached the final, but were 

able to go one better than their younger counterparts, winning their 

game and lift ing the cup. We look forward to the new season in 

September!

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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The Year 7/8 Girls football team have enjoyed a spell of warm weather 
training ahead of a new season. The girls have been training on a 
Monday evening, working hard to improve their fitness and skills. These 
sessions led into a Central Venue League tournament at John Spence in 
June, with the girls coming away with a record of one win, one draw and 
one defeat. The tournament was a great way to end their first year 
together and look forward to next year when they welcome the new Year 
7?s into their squad.

Cr icket

With the warm weather and light nights came the start of the school 

cricket season. The pupils in Year 8 and 9 were able to get out onto the 

crease to turn their arm over for the school. The Year 9 team were 

entered in the Northumberland County School Cup hardball competition, 

and were handed a tough opening game away to Royal Grammar School, 

Newcastle. In a thrilling match, the Marden team looked to be heading 

for an unlikely victory but the boys were 21 runs short of the required 

target at the end of the game.

The Year 8 team played in a softball cricket tournament against 5 other 

schools at Tynemouth CC. They played some scintillating cricket and 

managed to win all 5 of their games and take the district tit le. Well done 

to all involved.

Rounders

The rounders season began in May with groups participating in a 

tournament at John Spence. The girls that took part really enjoyed the 

experience and it was lovely to see some pupils that had not represented 

the school before step up and play brilliantly with their teammates. 

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Mr G Smith

Handball

The Year 10 Handball team found themselves in a bit of a strange 

situation at the beginning of the term; they were put through to the 

regional finals despite having not played a single game in the qualifiers. 

Rearranged games and cancellations meant the Marden U15 boys 

Handball team went to the finals as the representatives of North 

Tyneside. Despite their lack of match time, the boys were outstanding, 

winning all of their matches and being crowned Regional Champions for 

the 2022-23 season. A fantastic achievement for the group.

At hlet ics

The summer term has been full of athletics competitions, with pupils 

from Year 7 to Year 10 involved in the Tynemouth area, North Tyneside 

and Northumberland County meets. Placing in the top 4 of each 

competition gives qualification for the next level of competition, so to 

have so many Marden pupils qualify for the County Finals was a fantastic 

achievement for the pupils and their teachers. The County finals are held 

at Gateshead International Stadium, and the top athletes from all round 

the county compete for the top places. Marden were especially 

successful in the Year 8 competitions with 2 pupils being crowned County 

Champions in the boys 80m Hurdles and boys Discus, and 6 other 

athletes finishing in the top 3 of their event. A truly remarkable 

achievement for the Year 8 team.

Volleyball

Also this term, the Yr8 girls had their first Central Venue League 

Volleyball competition. This was the teams first taste of competitive 

Volleyball, even still, results were brilliant as they won all of their three 

matches. A great experience for the girls and they will only get stronger! 

Well done to all.

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Mrs C MacLeod

This term in RE we have been completing our schemes of work, focusing 
on our philosophical skills and use of moral arguments.

In year 8 our focus has been to what extent we have a responsibility to 
care for the environment and animals. As a part of this we have looked at 
the treatment of animals in facilit ies such as sea world and explored our 
moral obligation to exhibit an attitude of stewardship towards all living 
things.

Year 9 students have been looking at peace and conflict across the 
world, both historical and current. The big question for the half term has 
been to evaluate the extent to which religion can cause war and conflict. 
It has been interesting to look at conflicts such as the crusades and also 
explore the troubles in Northern Ireland and the impact of terrorism in 
the world.

Year 7 have completed a short philosophy for children module of work 
where we have explored what reality is and how we can prove what is 
real or true. Some students had a taste of 'invisible tea' and we used this 
to explore the old story of Plato's cave.

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Mrs C Atkinson

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Ms A Taylor

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Elodie Pearson is part of the cast of this show in November.  

Please contact Mrs Caroline Pearson on 07734 109 414 if you are interested in 
purchasing discounted tickets.

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/


July 2023

Hope                                Agency                       Leadership



July 2023

Hope                                Agency                       Leadership


	Marden News - July 2023 End of Term Edition
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40


