
Science

Lit eracy

MARDEN NEWS
 March 2023 End of  Term  Edit ion

Featuring

Message f rom  

The Headt eacher

Geography

PE

RE

Design & Technology          

Dram a

English & Media

Year 8 Rugby Team  (3rd place) Northumberland 
County  Competition 

VEX Robotics Best Design 
Award

Years 8,10 & 11 First Lego League Trophy

Visit from local MP Sir Alan Campbell



March 2023

Com m unit y Individualit y Possibil i t y

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tYS1WM0tBaYw5OHX6eYHVqOywZvoRZuUUtmZ552V9zE/edit#slide=id.g1beca9cc32a_0_122
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tYS1WM0tBaYw5OHX6eYHVqOywZvoRZuUUtmZ552V9zE/edit#slide=id.g1beca9cc32a_0_122


March 2023

Com m unit y Individualit y Possibil i t y

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tYS1WM0tBaYw5OHX6eYHVqOywZvoRZuUUtmZ552V9zE/edit#slide=id.g1beca9cc32a_0_122
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tYS1WM0tBaYw5OHX6eYHVqOywZvoRZuUUtmZ552V9zE/edit#slide=id.g1beca9cc32a_0_122


March 2023

Com m unit y Individualit y Possibil i t y

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tYS1WM0tBaYw5OHX6eYHVqOywZvoRZuUUtmZ552V9zE/edit#slide=id.g1beca9cc32a_0_122
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tYS1WM0tBaYw5OHX6eYHVqOywZvoRZuUUtmZ552V9zE/edit#slide=id.g1beca9cc32a_0_122


March 2023

Com m unit y Individualit y Possibil i t y

A lot has been going on in the Technology Department this term, in lessons but 

also as extra-curricular opportunities for students. We?re strong believers in 

giving students opportunities outside of the classroom to bring together their 

skills and knowledge from our subject area, but also cross-curricular links too. 

Opportunities such as those below not only allow students to deepen and 

extend their subject knowledge and skills, but also allow for skills such as 

problem-solving, communication, collaboration and resilience to be practised in 

a way that really strengthens and prepares students for their future.

Our robotics team was back in 

action in February taking part in 

the regional events of the VEX 

Robotics Spin Up competition at 

Nissan. The team's preparations 

for the event started back in 

June where they excitedly came 

up with a range of design ideas 

for their robot, Keanu ll.  

VEX Robot ics: 



As part of the competition they had to design, assemble, program, test and 

develop their robot to throw frisbee discs, turn rollers and expand to cover as 

much floor space as possible.  They grew throughout the project working 

closely as a team as they discovered the impact different developments had 

on other areas of their design.  Working out gear ratios to enhance the speed 

of their flywheel they brought in skills from several other curriculum areas.  

They showed off their programming skills to win several of the autonomous 

parts of each game before taking over with some fabulous driver skills. 

With lots of perseverance and determination 

the students eventually came second in this 

year 's competition, but won the best design 

award for their efforts and creativity. Well done!
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For the first time at Marden we took part in the First Lego League. Students 

from Years 8, 10 and 11 worked together to build Lego sets before developing 

and programming their own robot design using the kits provided. The nature 

of the project was to program their robot to complete as many tasks as 

possible such as to push levers and move parts to different locations, 

completing as many tasks as possible within 3 minutes to score points. 

Throughout the project students worked with determination and resilience, 

unfazed by the difficulties we faced in starting later than other schools and 

numerous issues with faulty kit. That said, they worked amazingly as a team 

and overcame all issues.

First  Lego League:
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When competition day came around the team started the day with 

an attitude of simply having ago and hoping to achieve 

?something?, but as the morning progressed that attitude steadily 

turned to winning as they worked together to alter their 

programming and actually achieved the highest overall score in the 

competition; unfortunately this was in a battle that didn?t count 

towards final scoring. However, they still left the day victorious, 

each earning a medal for themselves and a trophy for the school 

in recognition for how far they came in overcoming their 

difficulties. 
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Twelve year 9 students have taken part in the TICE fashion programme. 

The students have taken part in an exciting in school workshop with 

Jennifer Barratt from TICE and have experienced their introduction to the 

fashion industry. The workshop focused on various areas of fashion and 

students participated in a number of tasks throughout the day looking 

into career areas such as fashion forecasting, design, pattern design, 

advertisement and more. This introduction was the first part of the 

programme with the year 9 students continuing to create their own 

fashion portfolios based on their chosen briefs. The students have been 

guided by TICE industry professionals throughout this process and have 

visited Northumbria University to meet their mentors and experience 

workshops in a thriving professional environment. This visit was also 

beneficial for students as they got to experience an industry work 

environment. 

TICE: 
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Gir ls In STEM: 

We have a group of 18 year 9 students beginning their Girls Get Set STEM 

Initiative work this week where they will be working closely with several 

female engineers in conjunction with Baker Hughes.  Students will be 

working after school for a minimum of 6 sessions on their Bronze Cadet 

Awards learning from several engineers and how they have excelled in 

their fields in the different sectors of engineering.  They will be 

challenged with the difficulties that engineers face in their day to day 

work and also Baker Hughes as a company.  Students will work 

individually and in small groups to create presentations on how these 

problems can be solved and will present these back to a panel of judges.  

This will be a great experience for all students involved to show their 

teamwork, creativity and determination, as well as giving a great boost in 

confidence.  

Bronze Project
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Ms K Nicholls

NISSAN:

Our year 10 engineers have been given the exciting opportunity to visit 

Nissan Sunderland Plant at the end of the month.  During the visit to the 

Nissan Sunderland Plant, students will hear how engineers are adapting to 

an ever changing world; engineers who studied traditional technologies 

such as petrol-powered vehicles are now learning about electric vehicle 

technology. Students will hear more about the 100% electric Nissan LEAF - 

and during a tour of the production line they will get to see our current 

cars being built.  Having this experience will not only benefit the students 

and their studies, but is a fantastic opportunity to see the real world at 

work and have conversations with workers about the different educational 

routes into jobs and opportunities within the engineering sectors. 

Also, watch this space for an upcoming Engineering Challenge event with 

Nissan at the end of this academic year, 
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Wow! What a fantastic term in Drama! We are immensely proud of the 

creative achievements of Marden High students in recent weeks.

After months of preparing for our school production, ?Sister Act? we 

were finally able to showcase the many skills and talents of our 

students last term. It was a huge success and now after some well 

deserved rest, we are ready to start again with our new show! Auditions 

and rehearsals will begin after the Easter break. We encourage students 

to sign up; there are opportunities for acting, singing, dancing as well as 

lighting, set design and costume. There?s something for everyone!

This week, we visited Theatre Royal to see ?[The Cunning Little VIxen? 

performed by Opera North. The staging of the production was wonderful 

and our students enjoyed this unique experience. In May, we are looking 

forward to taking some of our Year 7 students to see ?The Lion King?. It?s a 

spectacular show and I?m sure students will feel inspired by the 

production.
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Mrs S Berriman

It?s been a busy term in the Drama curriculum too. After weeks of 

preparation Year 11 students completed their performance exam to a 

visiting examiner. Although nerve wracking, the students enjoyed 

sharing their work and it gave them a real sense of achievement. 

Moving forward, we continue to prepare for the written exam in May. 

Meanwhile, Year 10?s are busy preparing for their devising pieces; 

we?re looking forward to seeing some dynamic performances.

Our Year 7 students have been enjoying exploring the works of William 

Shakespeare; we have produced a variety of pieces ranging from 

comedic mime in As You Like It  to the witches in Macbeth. We?ve had 

lots of fun and it?s great to see confidence grow as students explore new 

skills.

Finally, preparations are underway for this year?s Creativity Festival. Once 

again, we aim to provide a variety of opportunities for our students to 

explore and enjoy. More information will be available in the coming 

weeks.

Happy Easter from,

The Drama Department
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Students have been studying their final topic, Changing Economic World. 
It has been lovely to see students engaging well with this topic 
particularly around topical issues such as the development of HS2 and 
Heathrow airport. This week, Year 11 students received the pre-release 
booklet for their Paper 3 exam. Students can find lots of resources to 
support them in their preparation on their Google Classroom, including 
video clips, interactive flashcards and infographics.

Year 10 students have been studying the Paper 1 Topic Hazards. They 
have taken a mature approach to their studies by completing revision 
resources as homework at the end of each topic. This topic highlighted 
to students the relevance of the subject with numerous natural hazards 
being in the news whilst they studied the topic. As a department we are 
currently planning GCSE fieldwork, we are really looking forward to 
being able to get back out into the field again with our students! We will 
be completing two fieldwork enquiries, one physical and one human. 
Both trips allow the students the opportunity to develop their 
geographical and enquiry skills outside of the classroom environment. 
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Miss C Robson

Year 9 students have been studying the topic of Extreme Events. 
Students have enjoyed learning about different extreme events and in 
particular tornadoes and hurricanes. Students have produced some 
excellent presentations on storm chasing in the USA.

Year 8 students have been studying the topic of Rivers and Flooding. 
This has allowed students to understand the natural processes around 
us and to gain a wider understanding in the world in which we live. With 
all the extreme weather that we have been experiencing over recent 
years, it has been very easy to link our classroom based learning to 
issues in the news. Carrying on with the creativity theme, students 
wrote stories outlining the hydrological cycle. 

Year 7 students have been studying Climate Change this term. Students 

used their knowledge to plan a sustainable city. They used their creativity, 

resilience and team building skills to plan the design of their city. It was 

great to listen to all the conversations the students were having regarding 

sustainability and protecting the environment. We are lucky to have 

students with such a good understanding of their role in environmental 

stewardship.
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Mrs C MacLeod

This half term in Personal Development, year 9 students have had a 

variety of different lessons under the heading of ?Lived Experiences?. This 

has involved speakers coming into school to speak with the students 

about their real life experiences and what they have learnt from them. 

This has included managing mental wellbeing, a focus on sexual health, 

promoting positive masculinity, fighting racism and prejudice and how to 

be a good ally. The different lessons have been very well received by the 

students and culminated in a drop down day for the whole year group 

last week. This meant that students had the time to reflect the theme of 

respect and pull together everything from the whole half term. 

Personal Development
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Mrs C Atkinson
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Ms A Taylor
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