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Dear Al

As you are aware, our focus on student leadership is an imporant feature of our children's developmant at
Marden, and a good example of this i the wark that cur students are doing in preparation for The Chronicle
‘takeover'. A group of Year B sludenis are busy ressarching, analysing, interviewing, and drafting news
articles for a spacial edition of Tha Chronicle which will be published later this Spring. The students ara
working on a number of issues, lopical both in our regicn and i school. The group of students wha
interviewsd me gave me a good opporlunily 1o reflact on the impodance of our House System, and 1o
evaluae how successiul it has been this term so far. We have just finished a sedes of enjoyvable House
Assemblies where the sense of teamwork and competition was paipable. Our House Captaine have done a
greal job as they have organised, molivated and inspired their teammalas o get fully imolved in the Fanga
of House compatitions which have taken place this half ferm. One of tha questions | was asked by the
reporting team was what do we look for in a House Captain? First and foremost House Captairs need to
ba role models, setiing an example to everyone around them, They also need lo be able to describe
confidently and claady o their team what thay ¢an achisve, but thay alss need to be able 1o listen o thelr
teammates 5o they get to know and understand them, and 50 play lo their strengths. We have seen some
graal eéxamples of this m ouwr students.

This week | have spoken to 8 number of visitors fo the school who commented that the aititudes of our
students and staff must make the school a wonderful place 1o work and ‘do leaming’, They are rigght, It
doas, and this is something | have the prvilege of witnessing every day. It reminds me of a beauliful quate
Ihat I3 sometimes aliribuled to James van dar Fee

"Happiness is a parfume, you can't pour it on someans without getting a faw drops on yourselfl,

Ench week we see the ouloomes of this virtuous circke in the work that shedants produce, snd ths weok has
cartainly been no exception to that, reflected in the amazing work | have enjoyed talking aboul with
students who have recgived their Work of the Waek cedificates. This work is ahways a fantastic ilustration
of the joy and enjoyment that students and stafl expenences Thraugh heir learning here, and i recommand
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you have & look at the Work of the Week section on the school website,

In anolher conversation with a parent this week, | was informed of forthcoming ‘Hidical' mass rides which
are being organised in Morth Tyneside. These mass cycling events are campalgring rides with the aim of
drawing attenton to and making the case for mfrastructures thal enabie children 1o cycle safely, witl and

without thair families, and Slreat Lite Modh Tynaside, are organising the thied Nodh Tymeside Kidical mass
ride in May.

We are now well inlo the work experience process for Year 10. It is great 1o see thal many shudents have
already secured themselves a placement for July. The students have been recelving suppart on how to
approach potential placement providers from their form hdors and workshops deversd by the North East
Uri Connect Programme, As all placements need & undergo haalth and galely checks prior fo 1he
placement commencing, all papenvork must be completed and handed into school by 31 March 2023, i
you have any questions regarding work meperence please email our careers lead Mrs Brannan,
. brennan@mardankhigh, nel

Our school uniferm $lore is very popular and available io all siudents who need raplacement uniform at any
lirre For amy reason. As & resull though our stocks are running low, particularly blazers, ies, PE polo shirts
and PE purple hoodies. If anyone has any of these spare and you would like to donata them to school
pleass leave them al reception of emall r.seal@mardenhigh.net. This email can also be used by anyone
reguiring uniform for thelr ohild.

This lerm students In both Year 7 and Year 10 have worked very hard creating products 1o sefl for a
"Valenlines Pop Up Market', They worked in small teams o create, advertise and then ssll the products,
Each team was given £10 to buy in products and raw materials, and the gim was to generate as much profit
as they could, with the winning team gelting Amazon wouchers as a prize. Thare were 7 Leams overall and
a grand total of £211 profit. A 12am from Year 7 claimed the winners prize, making £66 profit. Well done to
all mvahsed,

It was the tum of the Year 7 boys football tsam 1o play in the Central Verwe League this wesk, playing two
very competitive games against strong opposiion in St Thomas More and Langbantan, The 7-a-side format
allows for very fast, skilliul foatball io be played and the Marden team did not disappoinl. In both games, the
players demongiraled why they are unbeaten in the North Tyneside bpagues, showing skl and {enacily in
equal measure to push the opposition for the whole match, Both games ended n a hard fought draw, with
the players coming away happy that they have malnisined their unbeaten run,
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The Year & boys foatball leam played Ponteland High in the guarler final of the counly cup on Thursday
afternoon, With an axciting first half, the Marden team created a numbser of chances. Gaing Into the second
half 00, it remained competitive but Ihe boys eventually succumbed losing 3-0. This defeat against the
cument county cup halders demonsirates the polential of this foolball team and they will (ook 1o bounce
back nexi gams

Al Ihe end of thia half term we see Ms Lymar leave us aflar many years of sendce to the students of
Marden, | am sure that evenyona will join me in wishing her all the very best for the next exciting chapierin
her life. | would like to take this opportunity to thank Ms Lymar for the care and support she has provided
during her ime here, and in paricular for our Lkrainian students and famdies over this |asi WERAT,

In our cenversations around schoel we often reflect on the kdeas and words of inspirational figures, and
recently | have had cause bo think about & quote from one of the world's great sporls people, Arthur Ashe,
whose lifé sadly ended prematuraly from a long ilinass’ “Star whera you are. Use what you have. Do what
you can,” This is a useful reminder to all of us al timas to stop wishing =if ondy”, and to remember that the
great tslents that lie within each of us right now are what will take us on to future success. So | hope all our
sludentz and stafl have a good rest over the half term bresk and return revilalised i a week's e to makes
the best of our talents.

Thank you Tor your continued suppaort and take care.

Mr M. Snape
Head Teacher
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Year 7 have completed their
‘Underwater’ personal
responses and moved onto
our new theme of ‘Monsters’.
We have started looking at
doodle artists such as Jon
Burgerman and Mr Doodle to
help build confidence and
freedom with individuals
drawing techniques. This
project will develop pupils
colour mixing, blending and 3
dimensional skills. We will
work on illustration styles and
building sculptural design in
clay. Keep an eye out for our
creepy creations in next terms
newsletter!
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Year 8 have started their giant food project. The initial
focus will be on tonal understanding, blending,
mark-making colour mixing and applying these in a
range of mediums. Students will build up to a full page
painting of a food of their choice after developing
techniques through observational drawing. Their final
outcomes will be giant food inspired by the work of
Claes Oldenburg.
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Year 9 have
completed
destroying their
books and we have
started locking at
our ‘Endangered
Species project.
They have made
impactful posters
about our impact on
the planet and will
be developing ideas
towards a final piece
created from
recycled materials
and an endangered
animal of their
choice. Pupils are
working in a GCSE
style therefore being
given much more
independent working
opportunities.
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GCSE Art & Design and Photography

Our year 10 classes continue to develop their portfolio of work
focusing on ‘Natural Forms’ and “Time & Movement’ themes. There
is a wide range of personal outcomes for each individual and
students are enjoying exploring a variety of concepts and
mediums. Year 11 are working incredibly hard to prepare for their
external moderation taking place in April. We are looking forward to
seeing their continued dedication to their chosen themes and
outcomes.

GCSE Art &
Design
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Miss Olbrecht
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Enterprise Club

The club to be creative........

"You can't wait for inspiration, you hove to go aofter it with a club." the
Marden Enterprise club.

The Enterprise club is toailored to engage students in enterprise skills,
such as team building, organising, planning, designing and
communication. The students also learn about what it means to be an
entrepreneur and how to set up o small enterprise,

This term we hove had an overwhelming response from students both in
ks3 and ks4 keen to participate and get invelved in a range of
enterprise activities at Marden high school.

The Enterprise club will be introducing its first Valentines Enterprise
activities starting the week of the éth February 2023. The students will
be promoting and selling o range of items such as handmade flowers,
jewellery, love sweets, personalised messages and o valentineg's hamper
and many other exciting products.

Miss Parker
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Year 7 historians have been learning about the Roman invasion of
Britannia, and about the fierce resistance put up by Boudicca and the
Iceni Celts. They create a biased newspaper article from a Roman
perspective to highlight what Romans must have thought about the
country when they first arrived, fighting against a female leader, and
Celtic fighting styles.

Wehma 1 Posslny Bnloe s
[ty sLR L Y

[ e e il
[Cain o wross Awellyl fud
| Siul oy, sk TAR "FE#
M LiEins .r e el
|-~ F. ekt e I-Fl'lj
by i VTP R P

R T 'd'-djhl"l A

-I_l"'r S DT SEran an iy Bl
RSt i =
NG e e ke
“HRE o s
Yl dhe kel
m W [egE Bul
% v
H»nliﬂ'ht Pl u‘d'mh
ey
bk i ek e |
el - g.qu-urun..l i i

J# repel M OB e
—= dﬂ-uuﬂtu.thnuum
W ey qug up!

Community Individuality Possibility


https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/

Marden High School

February 2023

They finished their articles with adverts for what Roman soldiers might
have wanted to buy in Britannia in the year 61CE and a second article
of their choosing. We had a great variety of articles such as 'how to
survive a winter in Britannia', 'new torture methods unveiled' and a
brilliant Roman soldier agony aunt column. The examples seen here
are from Amelie Brace and Elsie Brackley who really captured Roman
feeling well.

Miss Arnold
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Our students have been hard at work these past few weeks
developing skills that will see them into a bright future.
Meanwhile building up their confidence in the subject and
exploring  different  technologies  with  their  peers.

Year 7 have been working diligently developing their skills and
understanding in Modelling using Spreadsheets. Traditional
skills that are ever so important in the wider world.

In Year 8 students have been exploring and developing their
Python programming skills, creating shapes, drawings and
landscapes using a turtle called Albert. They are encouraged to
run their code and investigate the syntax, followed by modifying
the program and then demonstrating their skills by making a new
program.
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Our Year 9 students are delving deeper into the world of App
Development. They are beginning an extended project where they
work in small teams to design a new app, following the iterative
process used by real world developers. The Year 9 students have
also completed a course of taster lessons where they experienced
what it would be like to study GCSE Computer Science & GCSE
Business. We wish them luck with their guided choices and thank
them for their input to the guided choices evening.

Meanwhile the Year 10 students are working tirelessly on building
their understanding of Data Representation, putting their
mathematical skills to the test by looking at Binary and Hexadecimal
conversions.

The Year 11 students have been working incredibly hard, having
completed the unit of work on SQL Relational Databases and the
Legal, Ethical and Environmental Impacts of Living in a Digital
Society. We know the summer exams are now on the horizon and
we are offering advice and support in terms of revision techniques
and planning.

Miss Parker
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Another busy time within the Maths department with year 11 students
having just finished their mock exams. They should be looking at the
feedback from each test and focussing on any amber topics to ensure
they continue moving forward in preparation for next year.

Edexcel have finally released their guidance on the Maths GCSE taking place
in the summer and will be providing students with a formula sheet for their
exams which students need to be familiarising themselves with to ensure
they're getting the most out of their final months. As always the aftermath
is running well and takes place after school on Monday to support the
students. In addition to this a wealth of resources have been emailed to
year 11 to aid with revision so | would recommend checking their emails
too.

We are delighted to be able to reintroduce the UKMT maths challenges for
year 7 - 10 this year post Covid restrictions. The intermediate challenge is in
February with students for year 9 and 10 with the junior challenge to follow
for year 7 and 8. This is a great opportunity for the students to test their
problem solving skills and they also stand the chance of achieving a gold,
silver or bronze certificate depending on how well they have done.
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Sparx Maths

hegartymaths

Hegarty maths is evolving to Sparx Maths and | was fortunate enough to have a
meeting with the founder member to discuss the changes and benefits it will bring
to Marden. Having had a play around with the new format | believe it will benefit
the students' understanding of maths even further. Once the new format has
been populated with the schemes of work and class lists we will be sending you an

update.

Puzzle time

10. Across Down 7
1. A power of 5 l. A power of 6
2. A power of 4 2

Eight of the digits from 0 to 9 inclusive are used to fill the cells of the crossnumber.
What is the sum of the two digits which are not used?

A 12 B 13 C 14 D 15 E 16

Mr Hiscock
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Ma ville

Y8 French students are currently learning how to describe where they live. We
recently designed some mini towns and the students worked in groups to produce

a written description of the creations. There will be extra House Points for the best
descriptions.

Miss Mulvenney
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Sister Act

After months of rehearsal and a huge amount of work and dedication
our students performed in the long awaited school production of ‘Sister
Act’. From the singing and acting to behind the scenes, direction, lights
and sound students’ excelled in all areas to give us a great night of
entertainment. A huge thank you to the staff and parents who supported
the show. Students are now eagerly awaiting news of the next
production!
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Musical Extra Curricular Activities

School Band

Come along to play with the school band. We have
Wednesday AM looked at a range of different music so far this term
including Samba De Janero, Dr Who, Jurassic Park and
Disney Film Favourites. This is a club for students who
play an instrument.

Samba Band

Friday AM No prior experience necessary, anyone is welcome.
Come along to join our Brazilian Samba band to play a
selection of drums and percussion.

Vocal Group

Friday PM Anyone is welcome and we sing a range of songs
across a variety of genres.

Instrumental Lessons

We have a number of instrumental teachers who visit the school to teach the
following instruments: trumpet, trombone, drum kit, guitar, voice, keyboard,
piano and flute. Anyone interested in starting should contact Mrs Gibbings for
a form that puts you in touch with the relevant instrumental teacher.

Mrs Gibbings
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Reading Recommendations.

Literacy Leaders e a w5t of recommended books lor eackh year group this Spreg becml 11 hag sleo beer amsaied 1o
parents via the Parant Bortal Here i the shortllst, just in tirne for some half-term reading!
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Preparations begin for World Book Day!

e will be cetehranng Wosld Book Doy with awihcle week of actanties, competitions and an exciting assembdy, all oreated by the
Uiteracy Prefects and the young Literacy Leaders. Calebrated this year on Thursday 2nd March, Waeld Book Day is a warldwids
cebbratian of books and resding. The migsion is o prameate reading for plessure, explore wiss oul thers and offer every young
person the appomunity 1o have a boak of their cwn Repularty Reoding for Pleasure has been paoven ta hawve mare impacton a
woung persan’s acedemic altanment and life dhances than their family groumstances, teir parents edudaticnal background of

their moome,
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- Celebrate
World Book Day

His Dark
Malterials

Philip Pullman, His
Dark Materials
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Lunchtimes in the LRC

Whe are wery misch looking fonward to the Litwary being open for students touse duning lunchimes! There will be Lteqcy Leaders
these running the desk, you can browse books, have a quiet read, do some creative wiiting of join a book club! if there are any
supgestions for actrvities and clubs that you would like 19 see {or runllin the Library, ervail the Bbraryclubamardenbighunet
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Library Opening for Lunchtimes!
OPEN EVERY || S | [N
I-UN(HIM[ Take a look on If you have a book

OUe (the you would like to
@[ Aﬂ F\ ) see on the shelves
website) to then let the Library
SCAODL. | |WEEEEEE | CubinowiSena
h::e.m them an email
: libraryclub@marden
whimtmwﬂ:mﬁm high.ne le
lnmﬁ;t. misic of sport - see what note in Z:er b:::ri:
books we recommend| the LRC desk.

THE LIBRARY CLUB WILL BE HERE
EVERY LUNCHTIME T0 HELP WITH

Interview with a local children's book author.

Literacy Leaders interviewed locsl witter Deborah Bell an the ciaft of writing and how 1o became an author just before the
Fecdicdiny. Students i Key Stapge Three English lessons will be able to use Uhe inlerview bo insgpre their own oreative writing in

lessans,

AUTHOR VISIT AND INTERVIEW WITH THE LITERACY LEADERS

Community
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Mo yau 2 varacious reader, a brillisst weitor, 3 sperh publis speakor? Would
o b L be invobued in plasning avents, activilies sl compalilions?

Interested in becoming a Litoracy Leader?
Ermcail Ms Taylor atador@mardeahish pel

R G L PP P S L Y RS S PO L B PR P PP S S P PR R P P S I B B B R B 2

Explore the Literacy Cloud

For Feading Recormrmendations, book fists, creative wiiling competitions, discussion guestions end publihed creations!

LITERACY @ MARDEN

lﬂlﬂmﬂ
e H5T

READING

Tiersey |

Community Individuality Possibility


https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/

%ﬂ' February 2023
Get publishedon [l 1 EN

the Literacy Cloud!

If you would like to be featured on the Literacy
Cloud then share your reading
recommendations and reviews: original
creative writing; artwork inspired by your
reading; enter competitions and

challenges...
Each entry wins 50 house points!
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Literacy

Find the Weekly Literacy Challenge

Creative Writing on
the Literacy Cloud

Check here for any competitions and events.

-

Wit the "'|'|.HI'-1.E'
soction of the Libecaoy
Cloud to see all of your

craative wiiting!
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WARDEN WRITES
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The Green Team Environment Club has created a calendar of events to
celebrate the different environment days across the year. They will be

coming up with different ideas to get students involved and earn extra
house points.

For January we had the Big Garden Bird Count.

th
27 Bird Count
JANUARY
h—
d World
2“ World Wetlands Day  Wetlands Day
FEBRUARY &t

For February we are running a photography competition.

Take a picture of a wetlands animal in the local area to gain 100 house points.
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Here are some suggestions of boaks
you might want to read over year 7.

(You should be trying to read at least

= The Enemy - Charlie Higson

« Cosmic - Frank Cottrell Boyce

+  Wonder - A Palacio

= Treasure Island - B.L Stevenson
+  The Adventure Series Lee Tony

»  The Adventure of Huckleberry Finn -

Mk Twain
»  Blitzcat - Robert Westall
»  Holes - Lowis Sachar
+  Stormbreaker - Anthony Horow(tz
*  The Hobbit - / R R Tolkien
= Madame Doubtfire - Anne Fne
* The Edge - Alan Gibbons
*  Millions - Frank Cottrell Boyce

YWant o chalfenge?

= War Horse - Michoel Morpurgo
«  Great Expectations - Chorles Dickens
= The Lord of the Rings Trilogy - JRR
Tolkien
The Book Thief - Marcus Zusak
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes
- Sir Arthur Conan Daoyle

February 2023
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Here are some suggestions of books
wou might want to read over year 8

{You should be trying to read at least
one of these per half-term)

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes - 5ir
Arthur Conan Doyle
The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galasxy -
Douglas Adams
The Hunger Games - Suzanhe Collins

*  After the First Death - Robert Cormier

+  The Universe Versus Alex Woods - Gawvin
Extance

= The Enemy - Charlie Higson

« Cosmic - Frank Cottrell Bayce

=  Carrie's War - Nina Bowden

«  The Foreshadowing - Marcus Sedgewick

+  The Narthern Lights series - Philip Pullman

= Moughts and Crosses - Malorie Blackman

» Treasure Island - R.L Stevenson

= Martyn Pig - Kevin Broors

+  The Ruby in the Smoke - fhilip Pudlmaon

= Small Steps - Lowis Sachar
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*  The Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Might-Time - Mark Haddon

»  Life of Pl - Yann Marte/

*  The Help - Kathryn Stockett

*  Animal Farm - George Qrwell

v |ane Eyre - Charfotte Bronte

Community Individuality Possibility
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Reading List

Here are some suggestions of books
you might want to read over year 9.

{You should be trying to read at least

animal Farm - George Orwell

The Curious Incident of the Dog in tha
Night-Time - Mark Haddan

Of Mice and Men - John Steinbecik

The Absalutely True Diary of a Part-Time
indian - Sherrman Alexfe

Looking for Alaska - fahn Green

Lord of the Flies - Wiliam Galding
The Help - Kathryn Stockeft

Life of Pi - Yonn Marte!

Want o challsnge?

Wuthering Heights - Emily Bronte
Junk - Melvin Burgess

1984 - George Onvell

The Catcher in the Rye - [0, Salinger
The Great Gatsbyy - F5cott Fitzeerald

Individuality

February 2023
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Here are some suggestions of books you
might warnt to read over year 10 & 11,

{¥ou should be trying to read at least

Tig! Try ta get into the habit of reading
newspapers foo! This will help for your

1984 - Gearpe Orwell

Animal Farm - George Orwell

A Roam with a View - EM, Forster
The Book Thief - Markus Zusak
Brighton Rock - Grahem Greene
Catch 22 - faseph Heller

The Catcher in the Rye - LD. Selinger
The Colar Purple - Alice Wolker

The Curlous Incident of the Dog in the
Might-Time - Mark Haddon

David Copperfield - Charles Dickens
East of Eden -John Stefnbeck
Frankenstein - Mary Shelley

The Grapes of Wralh - fofin Steinbeck
Tha Great Gatshy - FScott Fitzgerald
The Help - Kathryn Stacketi

1 Know Why the Caged Bird Sings - Mayo
Angelou

Possibility
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