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Our first term back has been a busy one in Technology. We have loved 

having our department back up and running fully after covid and the 

roof damage meant we had to reduce what we could offer, especially 

when it came to practical tasks. Fortunately, this term we?ve seen classes 

back cooking and baking in food, creating clocks and storage solutions in 

woodwork, and casting pendants and forming aluminium keyrings in 

metalwork, and so much more! Students across both Key Stage 3 and 4 

have been making excellent use of our facilit ies once again, exploring 

their creativity and problem solving across all 4 subject areas.

Key St age 3:

This year, Key Stage 3 classes are working on a rotation and will make 

their way around the department as the year progresses, experiencing the 

different areas of Technology: STEM, Engineering, Design and Technology 

and Food Preparation. Below are just a few creations made this term.
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Year  7 Ugly Dolls:

Year  7 Pewt er : Year  8 Keyr ing (count ry souvenir ):

Year  9 St orage Solut ions:
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Key St age 3 Food:
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Key St age 4:

This is a busy time for Year 11 students. Across all Technology 

subjects; GCSE Design and Technology, OCR Engineering and GCSE 

Food Preparation and Nutrition, students are working on their NEA 

coursework units. For DTech students this means preparing their 

work to be ready to begin building their prototype models in the 

New Year. As the part of the course most students (and teachers) 

enjoy most, we're really looking forward to moving lessons into the 

workshop! After Christmas it will be a very fast paced 6 weeks of 

modelling and making to ensure they produce the highest quality 

prototype of their design solution, from storage to working from 

home solutions, pet toys and housing, souvenirs for places of 

interests local and afar, it should prove a productive and exciting 

time!

In Food, Year 11 have completed their first NEA unit, investigating 

the chemical and functional properties of choux pastry, pasta and a 

roux sauce. Students worked hard to investigate and explore these 

areas before completing their own 3 hour practical investigation. 

These marks count towards 30% of their final grade.

Engineering students are also working on their second NEA unit, 

producing their own speaker designs. Currently they are working on 

technical drawings, showing their own creative final outcomes in 

orthographic, isometric and exploded views. Students have made 

excellent progress in this unit, developing their creative skills both by 

hand, but also progressing the CAD skills using Fusion 360 to 

develop their ideas using the professional software.
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Ext ra-Cur r icular :

Craf t  Club

The second half of this term has seen students in Year 8 get 

creative producing felt bookmarks before moving onto 

some festive baking. Starting simple with shortbread 

biscuits and gingerbread we?re looking forward to trying 

our hands at puffpastry christmas tree twist. Unfortunately 

all evidence was consumed before photos could be taken!
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Vex Robot ics

Mrs Green is continuing on from last year 's success at the 

regional VEX Robotics competition and entering a new team of 

students into the 2023 tournament; ?Spin Up?. Again students are 

working to develop their robot, this time with a new challenge of 

scooping up and throwing discs into designated areas to score 

To date students have focused on building the robot, Keanu II, 

and are now fine tuning the features to develop his ability to 

throw further and more accurately for the competition.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wIZgvVDZc2Y

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wIZgvVDZc2Y
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First  Lego League

We have been lucky enough to secure a place in the First  LEGO League 
competition. Our  team of 10 students from years 8 to 11 will work 
together to develop a range of lego robots that are to then be 
programmed to complete set challenges. Our team will compete against 
other local schools from the Region in Sunderland in early February, 
hoping to successfully complete all challenges, and in the quickest time 
possible. There was a lot of interest from students to be part of the team 
that was selected at random. We hope to continue to offer more similar 
activities in future to offer everyone the chance to be part of a STEM 
team

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=okR1AMFNV3Q

Ms K Nicholls

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=okR1AMFNV3Q
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Welcome to Drama!

We?re glad to see that our Year 7 students have settled into Drama 

lessons very well and have been producing some imaginative work in 

response to poetry; ?Timothy Winters? and ?The Identification?. Students 

have explored basic skills such as hot seating, still image, slow motion 

movement and thought tracking. We?re looking forward to developing 

our skills further next term with the delights of William Shakespeare!

Year 8 students have been building upon their knowledge and skills 

through exploration of ?Aberfan?. Students have enjoyed working 

together as part of an ensemble as well as learning about events from 

the past. Next term we will begin our off-text exploration of ?Blood 

Brothers?.

In Year 9, we have been developing our knowledge and understanding of 

?Diversity? through a variety of drama skills; students have  particularly 

enjoyed exploring physical theatre and symbolism. Next term students 

will focus upon The Crucible by Arthur Miller; they will work in small 

groups to explore performance skills and the design elements of the 

play.
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Key Stage 4 students are as busy as always; Year 10 students have 

started their Devising project and there are some promising ideas 

beginning to develop. We aim to perform this work in the Summer term. 

Year 11?s have completed exploration of ?Blue Stockings? in preparation 

for their written exam. We also enjoyed a long awaited visit to Northern 

Stage to see Pilot Theatre?s adaptation of ?Noughts and Crosses?, an 

inspiring and thought provoking piece. Next term, students will begin 

preparing scripted extracts for their performance exam In March.

Some of our Year 10 students have recently been awarded achievement 

for Arts Award Explore. We all had a wonderful time exploring creativity 

throughout the project. We?ve enjoyed working together, making new 

friends and building our creative confidence! We?re looking forward to 

exploring even more creative opportunities with Year 7 and 8.



December 2022

Com m unit y Individualit y Possibil i t y

Once again we are  encouraging students to access Digital Theatre Plus. More 

information about this can be found on Google Classroom. Students are 

enjoying watching and reviewing extracts from productions and it?s a great way 

to develop knowledge and understanding of the performing arts. Students can 

access the website at any time which could be fun for the whole family!
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Mrs S Berriman

Thank you all for an amazing term.

Merry Christmas!

Finally, as we approach the end of term we would like to 

invite our community to our school production, Sister 

Act Jnr. Further information and ticket prices can be 

found on the school website. We look forward to seeing 

some of you there to join our celebration of creativity!
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Mrs E Cathcart
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Year 11 students have 

been studying Coasts 

and took a creative 

approach when looking 

at coastal landforms. In 

order to explain the 

creation of some 

coastal landforms such 

as wave cut platforms 

students used angel 

cake to help them 

demonstrate each 

stage of the process. 

Students' creative 

efforts were rewarded 

with cake! 

Year 11 students have had a busy term completing their mock 

exams. The dedication and preparation the students have shown for 

these assessments has been exemplary and puts them in an 

excellent position for their summer exams, keep up the hard work! 

The students should use these assessments to highlight areas to 

focus on for their revision in the upcoming months. 
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Year 10 students have been studying the Paper 1 Topic Living World and 

Paper 2 Resources. The topic of Resources has been particularly interesting 

for students to link our classroom based learning to issues in the news, for 

example the energy crisis. They have taken a mature approach to their 

studies by completing revision resources as  homework at the end of each 

topic and this has been rewarded with excellent assessment grades. 

Students in Year 9 have been studying the My Place topic. We have been 
exploring topical issues such as the effects of Brexit, Scottish Independence 
and employment patterns and opportunities across Europe. Students have 
had the chance to research different careers, during both lesson time and 
as homework activities. We have been using a great new careers website, 
Indigo, if you would like to have a look at this resource please follow the 
link and use the following login details: 

http:// indigo.trotman.co.uk/marden-high-school/career/ indigo/home/light

User name-MardenHighSt udent  

Password-   MardenHighSt udent 22

Year 8 students have been studying Natural Hazards and Megacities this 

term. They have looked at recent examples of tectonic hazards and the 

impacts of these on people and the environment. This half term students 

have given excellent presentations on a megacity of their choice. It was 

great to see students develop their research skills and build their 

confidence. 

http://indigo.trotman.co.uk/marden-high-school/career/indigo/home/light
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Miss C Robson

Students in Year 7 have made an excellent start to their geography journey 
at Marden. They have been studying Fantastic Places and Population this 
term. A number of students have asked to take pictures of Geography 
work that they are proud of and upload them to their Globalbridge 
profiles. It is great to see students looking through their books and 
recognising their own achievements. 

Enjoy a well earned Christmas break 

and we look forward to seeing 

everyone again in the New Year.
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September brought much change to the PE team, with three new 

members of staff joining the department and another joining from the 

science team. The PE team welcomed Mr Smith as the new Head of PE, 

with Mr Tueart and Mrs Darlington also joining as part time PE teachers, 

and Mrs Vickers dividing her time between PE and Science. Miss 

Grigoriadi has also joined the PE team to complete her Initial Teacher 

Training placement, and will be with us until the end of the summer term. 

Ext racur r icular  act ivit ies:

Pupils have enjoyed a full programme of extracurricular activities this 

term, with clubs being run in a variety of sports . Pupils have had the 

opportunity to take part in football, netball, rugby, badminton, table 

tennis, volleyball, cross fit, hockey, rock climbing and cross country 

running. These clubs have proved hugely popular with the students 

either to use as an opportunity to get better at a sport or to simply 

hang out with their friends and have fun. The PE department are proud 

of the effort and commitment shown by the pupils that take part in 

these clubs, and we welcome anyone else that would like to join in.

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Foot ball:

Following a period of absence, September saw the 

recommencement of the North Tyneside Schools Football fixtures 

and Marden High have performed extremely well, with all Year 

groups, both boys and girls, taking part. There has been great 

success for the Year 7, 8 and 9 boys teams, who remain 

undefeated so far in the league and cup competitions. 

Monday and Wednesday nights have seen our teams take part in 

Central Venue League 7-a-side competitions held at John Spence. 

The pupils have enjoyed these small sided games, even though 

some were played in fairly extreme weather conditions!

Finally, the Key Stage 3 teams have all played in their respective 

County Cup competitions this term, with the Year 9 boys team 

progressing to the Quarter Finals to be held in the new year. The 

Year 8 boys team are also still in their competition and we wish 

both teams every success in their next round fixtures.

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/


Net ball:

During the autumn term we have seen an excellent turn out at the 

netball extra curricular clubs for years 7-11. The clubs have been full 

of excitement, laughter and fantastic teamwork. As well as the 

netball club at school the North Tyneside netball season started at 

the end of September.  

The netball teams have dominated the league tables and have put in 

some wonderful performances. 

The year 7 netball team continue to go from strength to strength and 

develop holistically as a team where new friendships are developed 

weekly. 

The year 8 netball team remain unbeaten since the start of year 7 

and have a fantastic team spirit when they are playing. 

Year 9 have moved up into a new league with the high schools across 

the local area. The girls have put in some wonderful performances 

and are a real force to be reckoned with. Their passing is sublime. 

The year 10 and 11 team have been phenomenal and are very 

supportive of the younger years, they give the year 9 netball team 

hints and tips on defending the circle and how to turn it into attack. 

They also congratulate the younger teams on their performances 

after reading about them in the weekly newsletter. 
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The year 10 and 11 teams also dominate the leagues and have 

been crowned North Tyneside Champions in the tournament 

that was held in November. It is clear from the results that as a 

school we are very strong and dominant in netball. That is due to 

the fabulous relationships the students have with one another 

and the dedication they show to one another as part of a team. 

The staff who run the netball clubs often express how running 

the clubs and fixtures is the highlight of their working week. 

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Rugby:

The Year 8 rugby team competed in the County Cup 

competition held at Newcastle University this term, 

progressing to the shield Semi Finals. For some of the 

players, this was their first taste of competitive rugby, but 

they quickly got to grips with the game, beating more 

experienced opposition from some of the top private 

schools in the county. They have qualified for the next 

round of competition which is to be held in the new year.

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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The Year 9 basketball team have played in two Central Venue 

competitions so far this year and have had great success at both, 

being undefeated in all games so far. The pupils have played 

fantastically well in all of their games, learning new skills along 

the way and always playing with a smile on their faces.

In November, the cross country teams went to Monkseaton high 

for the North Tyneside District Cross Country competition. On a 

bitterly cold and muddy course, the pupils were magnificent, 

showing true grit and determination in their running. In the team 

events, the Junior boys (Year 8/9) and Inter Girls (Year 10/11) 

teams both finished in first place, with the Minor boys (Year 7) 

finishing in second place in their competition. Marden are proud 

of all of the pupils that competed, but especially proud of the 20 

pupils that qualified for the North Tyneside district team that will 

compete in the Northumberland County competition in the new 

year.

Also this term, the Yr8 girls had their first Central Venue League 

badminton competition. The results were mixed but overall there 

were more wins than defeats. A great experience for the girls and 

they will only get stronger! Well done to all. The KS4 Volleyball 

teams have also been in action in their Central Venue League this 

term, with the boys having played two competitions and the girls 

one. Volleyball is a fairly new sport to most of the players, but 

they have learned quickly and developed a great team mentality.

Badm int on and Volleyball:

Cross count ry: 

Basket ball: 

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Mr G Smith

The GCSE PE pupils have had the opportunity to develop their skills in 
a new sport this term, which will count towards their final grade for 
the course. Receiving expert tuition, the pupils have come on leaps 
and bounds in the short time they have been attending the sessions. 
It is hoped that off the back of this success, this off could be rolled out 
to other year groups. 

GCSE PE Rock  clim bing:

And finally, the PE team are pleased to announce that there will be 

House sports competitions starting after school next term. Each 

Monday and Wednesday there will be a tournament between the 

houses in a variety of sports. Please watch out for the posters 

around school and on social media for information of what is coming 

up.

House Com pet it ions 2023

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Mrs C Macleod

This term in the RE department students in year 9 have been looking at 
the idea that suffering in the world can be difficult to understand, 
particularly in the context of religious belief, where people may feel that 
a God should be looking after them. This has brought up some really 
interesting discussions, and as usual, I have been impressed with the 
thoughtfulness, empathy and insight of our students. As we moved 
towards Christmas we began to look at how people respond to suffering 
and some of the inspirational ways that people are able to deal with 
adversity or selflessly help others. Within this we looked at street 
pastors, the importance of food banks and Sikh selfless service in 
particular.

Our GCSE students were lucky enough to be visited by the Whitley Bay 
Street Pastor Coordinator, Chris Lincoln. We were blown away by the 
compassion he demonstrated through his work and also by the time he 
was willing to give to support others. We also learned about his work 
with the severe weather emergency protocol team, supporting the 
homeless in North Tyneside in cold weather conditions. I think we all left 
feeling inspired by the impact individuals can have on our local 
community. Through these discussions I hope that many students at 
Marden leave their RE lessons understanding the importance of an 
individual's actions and the benefits of helping others.
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Mrs C Atkinson
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Ms A Taylor
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