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Students can acknowledge the ways in which visual and tactile 
language can communicate meanings, ideas and intentions. There 
are a wide variety of styles, concepts which are reflected in this body 
of work helping students to reflect  and realise their intentions for a 
final outcome. We look forward to seeing their developed ideas and 
will keep our instagram page and the Art & Photography subject 
cloud updated for you to explore the work as it progresses. 

GCSE Art

GCSE Art students have started the year with a hardworking positive 
attitude. They have been given the themes of Natural Forms and 
Society. These are being explored through the investigation of the 
formal elements including colour, line, form, tone and texture. 
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Our Year 11 Photography students have made a fantastic start to Year 11 

and have started planning their responses to a mock exam paper. Each 

student has carefully selected 1 theme from 7 different suggested starting 

points before carrying out specific research to help plan their ideas. The 

themes ?Self image?, ?Identity?, ?Signs and Symbols? and ?Landscapes? all seem to 

be popular choices in these early stages. Students will use their time this 

term to take creative photographs through thoughtful photoshoots that link 

to their chosen theme, before developing ideas with further digital 

investigation and experiments. Below are some examples of their work so 

GCSE Photography
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Year 7 students have been very enthusiastic and excited to attend 
specialist Art lessons in an allocated classroom. We have immediately 
started with practical work focusing on colour theory and the science of 
mixing colours to create a wide and wonderful palette. This gives 
students the skills needed to work more creatively and independently 
on future pieces. They will continue to focus on the Formal Elements 
with texture, line, tone, shape, form and pattern becoming a focus over 
the upcoming weeks. We will develop all the new knowledge and 
techniques into a personal outcome based on the theme of ?Underwater? 
allowing students to express their own ideas and creativity. 

Year 7

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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We have been looking at masks from around the world and how these 
masks have influenced cultures, ceremonies, celebrations and Art 
movements. There will be a wide range of opportunities with mediums 
this term working with clay, oil pastel, relief, collage and painting 
techniques. Students will explore African mask Art and how it has 
influenced Cubism. They will begin to develop their own ideas on 
symmetry, geometric shape and asymmetry while looking at proportions 
of the face and facial features. This will result in a 3D piece based on their 
learning and experiences.

Year 8
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We have started a GCSE taster project ?Wreck this Book? where students 

can make a journal, smash book or sculptural piece from an old unused 

book. They will gain experience in black out poetry, photography, 

painting, stencil creations and painting during this project. Their ideas will 

be evidenced and evaluations made along the way from the experiences. 

The themes will be personal and unique to each member of the group in 

the same way that our GCSE Art and Photography students work. As they 

have had more ownership in the decision making  process we are looking 

forward to seeing the wide range of outcomes and creations. 

Year 9 
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Miss Olbrecht

During the Creative Arts days we  decided to produce some collaborative 

Abstract landscape paintings. These are a perfect way of interweaving nature 

and abstract art. Abstraction aims to bring out the artist 's inner vision in a 

symbolic representation beyond the normal scope of imagination. Students 

worked on large scale boards to build up background surfaces and textures 

using a wide range of  materials. They looked for the horizon line shapes and 

forms to find a landscape in the loose marks and textures created. These 

were used as a base to then build more definition and key landmarks into the 

work. 

Please enjoy exploring our talented students' abstract landscape. 
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Miss Parker

Our GCSE Business students have been working hard on an exciting 
competition called  the Two Teachers Nationwide 4P?s Pitch Challenge.

Based on the 4Ps of the marketing mix, students were challenged to 
pitch a new product idea to add to Apple's existing portfolio. ?The new 
product must be Apple's next market leader. The product could be 
within the technology sector or in a brand-new sector but either way it 
needed to make sense for Apple and its loyal customers. There were a 
range of tasks and students came up with very creative and innovative 
ideas including the iTV, iNamils, iFrame and iScooter. This activity 
allowed students to recap and consolidate their understanding of the 
Marketing Mix. We eagerly await results from Two Teachers.

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Year 11 Historians visited London in September to help them with their 
GCSE topic Health and the People.

We started at the Old Operating Theatre, Europe's oldest operating 
theatre. It was in use from the 1500s to the late 1800s, and was a place 
where surgeons could practice operations on the poor (then charge lots 
of money for operating on the rich). We had a fascinating insight into 
what an operation would have been like without anaesthetic or 
antiseptic, and could see what treatments and equipment was on offer in 
this period. This is a fascinating museum in the heart of London and 
really gripped everyone's fascination.

After lunch in Borough Market, we took a walk across London, passing 
many famous landmarks including the Globe Theatre, Houses of 
Parliament and Buckingham Palace. Our final destination was the 
Science Museum and their healthcare exhibition. This enabled us to see 
a wide range of technological advancements and how they have 
improved healthcare. The special exhibition on The Cancer Revolution 
was certainly sobering, but showed just how far we've come in our 
understanding of this disease and its treatments. It was also useful from 
a careers perspective as it identified a wide range of jobs in the 
healthcare sector.

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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Miss Arnold

A great day was had!

Mr Blair - Teacher of History 
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Miss Parker

We are launching a fantastic competition for Year 8 girls called CyberFirst 

Girls. It is a new competition aimed at supporting girls who are interested 

in a career in cyber security. Registration has now opened and any Year 8 

girls interested are to speak to Miss Parker, Mr Brooks or Mrs Darlington. 

We look forward to seeing the entry teams coming in!

The competition is a team event, with teams made up of up to 4 girls. 

There are two distinct phases, the qualifiers and the finals. Cyber security 

training will take place in the run up to the phases. The competition is 

open for any level, beginners through to experts. The winners will be 

invited to an awards dinner along with any award winners from 

throughout the competition. There are several prestigious prizes to be 

won, including ?Top Scoring Newcomer? and ?Top Scoring Team?.

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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A busy time within the Maths department, year 11 

students are fully focused on maximising the time they 

have left at Marden High. Extra revision and support 

for year 11 takes place on a Monday after school in 

what we call the Aftermath so please ensure your child 

is attending. In addition to this we have had an 

excellent uptake for further maths and the sessions 

held by Mr Jewell have been very well attended and 

received. Again this takes place after school on 

Mondays. 

We have held two maths support evenings this term 

one aimed at key stage 3 and the other at key stage 4. 

Both evenings were very well attended and received. 

The aim of the evening was to promote the subject and 

give parents the knowledge, resources and advice they 

need to best support their child in maths. We have also 

taken on a student teacher this term and Miss Nieper 

will be with us developing her teaching craft until 

christmas.
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Mr Hiscock

Puzzle Time

We have also been successful in securing entry into the 

UKMT maths challenges for year 8 and year 10 which gives 

students the chance to enhance their problem solving 

skills.
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September saw the return of the European Day of Languages and as 

always, all staff and students were encouraged to get involved.  Each 

classroom teacher had a designated language in which to greet students at 

the start of every lesson.  Mrs Mellor also ran a House Point challenge so 

students could identify as many flags and languages as possible to win 

points.

https://www.mardenhigh.net/this-is-marden-2021-22/
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The annual poster challenge on the theme of Communication returned for 

all year groups too.

National Poetry Day

Y10 students studied poetry over the last week, in recognition of National 

Poetry Day. Using Paul Éluard?s poem, ?Dans Paris?, as inspiration, the 

students were able to create some fantastic verses in the target language.  

A Bake-Off has also been organised, with students being encouraged to 

make cakes or biscuits with a MFL theme.  These will be judged and then 

sold as part of a bake sale for the Cabinet?s chosen charity.
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Miss Mulvenney

?Creativity week? illustrations

Just before the holidays, a group of talented students worked with 

local illustrator, Bethan Laker, to produce some fabulous designs 

for the MFL classrooms.  The pieces of work all had a French 

theme and were created using a range of illustration and collage 

techniques.  Some of the work is already on display in MFL2 but 

there are several more pieces to go up over the coming months.
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Mrs Gibbings
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Ms Taylor
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