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This term saw the return of KS3 students to the food room for practical 

lessons and Mrs Rae?s infamous Cookery Club. Students have continued to 

show off their skills and creativity in these sessions, finishing with a festive 

themed afternoon with rudolph cupcakes and stained glass window biscuits.   
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Ms Nicholls

We?re very excited to be taking part in this year 's VEX robotics 

competition.  A team of Year 9 students, (the Marden Matrix) are 

currently building our competition robot, Keanu, ready to 

compete against other schools in the region. The initial stages see 

our students team up with another school working together to 

round up as many ?doughnuts? as possible in the allocated time. 

It will be an intense 

challenge that relies 

on teamwork and 

skill, but  hopefully 

our team can build a 

successful robot that 

will see us through 

the initial rounds 

early next year!

Every school receives the same kit, but 

can personalise their robot to include 

different features that enables them to 

pick up and move items to their 

designated area. 

https://youtu.be/ePNRLcgxe3k
https://youtu.be/ePNRLcgxe3k
https://youtu.be/ePNRLcgxe3k
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Drama

WOW!  What a busy term it?s been in the Drama department 

this term!

We?re glad to see that our Year 7 students have settled into Drama 

lessons very well and have been producing some imaginative work in 

response to poetry; ?Timothy Winters? and ?The Identification?. Students 

have explored basic skills such as hot seating, still image, slow motion 

movement and thought tracking. We?re looking forward to developing 

our skills further next term with the delights of William Shakespeare!

Year 8 students have been building upon their knowledge and skills 

through exploration of ?Aberfan?. Students have enjoyed working 

together as part of an ensemble as well as learning about events from 

the past. Next term we will begin our off-text exploration of ?Blood 

Brothers?.

In Year 9, we have been developing our knowledge and understanding 

of ?Diversity? through a variety of drama skills; students have  

particularly enjoyed exploring Cabaret using physical theatre and 

symbolism, as well as Forum Theatre to learn more about Rosa Parks. 

Next term students will focus upon devising their own piece of theatre; 

they will work as part of a small group to develop ideas for 

performance.
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Key Stage 4 students are as busy as always; Year 10 students have started 

their Devising project and there are some promising ideas beginning to 

develop. We aim to perform this work in the Summer term. Year 11?s have 

completed exploration of ?Blue Stockings? in preparation for their written 

exam. We also enjoyed a long awaited visit to Northern Stage to see Jim 

Cartwright?s ?Road?. We?re looking forward to more theatre trips in the coming 

months.

Some of our Year 9 students have had a wonderful time exploring creativity 

through the Arts Award Explore project. Students have had  opportunities to 

create original silent movies, learn how to play the ukulele, create clay 

masterpieces and research artists and organisations. We?ve all enjoyed 

working together, making new friends and building our creative confidence! 

Here?s what some of our students had to say about Arts Award:

? I enjoyed playing the Ukulele the most. 10/10? (Gracie Pears)
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? I thought it was really good because you find out about your abilit ies 

and you get to work with students you didn?t know before.? (Rose 

Davenport-Law)

?It?s been really fun. My favourite part was the artist research. I enjoyed 

finding out about my favourite author.? (Kira Leslie)

 Look out for a display of student achievements coming soon..
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Mrs Berriman

As part of our blended learning, we have been encouraging 

students to access Digital Theatre Plus. More information about this 

can be found on Google Classroom. Students are enjoying watching 

and reviewing extracts from productions and it?s a great way to 

develop knowledge and understanding of the performing arts. 

 Finally, we?ve been having lots of fun rehearsing our next school 

production, Sister Act Junior. Once again, due to the popularity of musical 

theatre, we have been lucky enough to have two casts along with a 

production team. Our year 11 students have been a huge asset in the 

facilitation of this; it?s been great to see the development of leadership 

and empowerment demonstrated in rehearsals. More information about 

the show can be found on our school website in the coming months.

Thank you all for an amazing term.

Merry Christmas!
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Winning cover design by Enya Fitzgibbon
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Ms Taylor
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Media

In Year 10 Media Studies, students have been 

supplementing their film promotion research with 

some creative practical tasks, exploring and 

investigating synergy and brand identity. In groups, 

they were tasked with creating a marketing campaign 

for different target audiences. Here are some of the 

results.
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Mr Ranson
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Geography

Chosen task 3: 

tornado in a jar

Erin Ponton

This half term Year 7 have been learning about the weather in the UK. To support this 
they had a choice of homework tasks which included options such as: making some 
lightning; creating their own weather station and passing the time by cloud spotting. 

This unit of work proved very topical with Storm Arwen being predicted by many 
students due to their knowledge of Arctic air masses. Despite the storm's impacts, it 
has inspired some fantastic pieces of homework from across the year group with 
students demonstrating their creativity and resourcefulness. 

Well done Year 7!
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Lennon Barber
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Chosen task 3: 

Make your own weather vane

Samuel Brown
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Chosen task 2: 

Make Your Own Rain Gauge

Aaron Richardson
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Reece Reynolds
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Chosen task 2: Cloud spotting task

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/binaries/content/assets/metofficegovuk/pdf/weather/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/diy-activities/cloud-spotting-diy-activity.pdf
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/binaries/content/assets/metofficegovuk/pdf/weather/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/diy-activities/cloud-spotting-diy-activity.pdf
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/binaries/content/assets/metofficegovuk/pdf/weather/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/diy-activities/cloud-spotting-diy-activity.pdf
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The Geography Department

Lucy Oliver
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RE

Mrs Macleod

In year 10 this term we have been looking at how Christians put their 
faith into action to help the local community. As part of this we have had 
two local street pastors in school to explain what their role is and why 
they feel they should be serving the community. They also explained their 
role in the SWEP (severe weather emergency planning) team and how 
they work to support the homeless community in Whitley Bay. 

Another part of this topic involves looking at food banks, and how they 
were originally started by the Trussell Trust which is a church led 
organisation. The majority of food banks are still run by the Trussell Trust 
and the students were shocked to look at the statistics around food bank 
use in the UK. 

This has fed into the school food bank appeal which, despite the partial 
school closure, has been very successful so far. All donations collected 
will be taken to the Bay food bank at some point next week.
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Science
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Mrs Atkinson



December 2021

Com m unit y Individualit y Possibil i t y

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (updat e)

Sept  - Dec 21

Our extra curricular programme has encouraged many students to get 

physically active, to enjoy social interaction and to pursue personal 

goals. During what has been a very challenging time due to Covid 

restrictions, it has been a delight to see the engagement of the 

students across all year groups taking part in a range of activities.  

Active Marden (Mast Programme)

In September ?Active Marden? sessions resumed after school and involved 

a programme of Problem Solving for Yr 7 and Orienteering for Yr 8  

students during the first half term. The feedback from students who took 

part was very  complimentary and positive and all seemed to enjoy the 

experiences they had been involved in.  In November the second cycle of 

activities began which involved Coastal Walks for Yr 9 and Badminton for 

Yr 10 students.  Due to the current situation in school, the programme 

has been postponed but will hopefully resume again in the new year.
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Netball

All year groups have been taking part in the extra curricular 

programme.  Yrs 11-9 have been involved in their league matches, 

showing resilience and effort in their games where notable successes 

have been registered.  Yrs 11/10 players have also taken part in a 

planned moderation session at Sacred Heart, where they played in an 

impressive match to win. Yrs 7 and 8 have shown excellent effort and 

engagement in their weekly club sessions where an impressive 

number of approximately 48 students have regularly turned up for 

training.  In addition, four Yr 10 girls have assisted in the organisation 

and running of the sessions and their support has to be commended.  

The junior girls will be ready to play in their first matches early next 

term.

Football 

Both girls and boys teams have been involved in matches during the 

term and have achieved some really encouraging results overall.  At the 

central venue of John Spence the U14 girls? 7 a side team have achieved 

wins against John Spence and Norham as well as a win and a loss 

against Longbenton and a close defeat against Burnside.  U16 girls? 7 a 

side team recently secured victories against John Spence and 

Monkseston but narrowly lost against George Stephenson.  U14 boys? 

team won their match against Monkseaton High.  Three students have 

attended county trials this half term and a Yr 9 student was invited to 

England trials in girls? football.  A tremendous achievement for all those 

involved.
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Miss Stamp

Volleyball/Badminton

The first Yr 10 volleyball games have been played. The players successfully 

won two matches and lost two in their first fixture of the season.  Yr 9 boys 

have played in their first badminton matches at the central venue of John 

Spence.

Basketball

The Yr 8 boys played a match against Burnside and managed to win very 

convincingly,

47-8. 

Our students

Congratulations to all of the students who are getting involved in the school?s 

extra curricular sports programme and who are trying to continue with their 

own individual sports outside of school.  Excellent effort and very well done!

Cross Country

As a school we successfully entered the North Tyneside Championships with 

an impressive number of students taking part, 51 in total across all year 

groups.  In total we had 12 teams representing the school and these teams 

gained superb results overall. This has enabled individual runners in our 

teams to be selected for the County Championships in January.  An excellent 

achievement.
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Ms Taylor
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