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Design &

Term three in Technology has once 

again been a busy one with students at 

Key Stage three focusing on finishing off 

practical projects before the summer 

holidays, with some excellent results!
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Key Stage 4 students are continuing to prepare for future assessments, Food 

Preparation and Nutrition are continuing to put the likes of Mary Berry to shame 

with their creations, as well as developing skills and techniques for savoury options; 

including learning to prepare a full fish, we?ll leave those photos for another day!  
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Ms Nicholls

Year 10 Design & Technology students have now started to complete their 

NEA coursework with students independently researching a topic assigned by 

AQA. 

Students are working hard investigating their context, conducting research 

and interviews, testing products and visiting areas of relevance to form their 

work. This is a difficult challenge but one all students are rising too! 

Wednesday afternoons have seen a small group of this class take advantage 

of an opportunity to get back in the workshop and build something of their 

choice.

 Again we have some excellent outcomes being achieved as we near the end 

of the year from jewellery making to plant pot to holders, students are 

showing great potential for their final year that is fast approaching. 

Changes caused by lockdown 

mean the current Year 10 

Engineers are working hard to 

prepare for their internally 

assessed exam unit. As a 

department we are proud of 

how maturely these students 

are approaching this work in 

the absence of a formal exam. 

With Mr Mushen Engineers 

are continuing to build skills 

for future work with some 

excellent outcomes also being 

produced!
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DRAMA MEDIA

Year 8 Arts Award 

Silent Movie Project

Last term the Media and Drama departments teamed up with 

a group of Year 8 students for an ambitious Arts Award project.

After learning about the early silent movie era, they spent a session 

perfecting their dramatic acting skills and filmmaking technique before 

creating scenarios, then filming and editing their own short silent films.
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Mrs Berriman 
& Mr Ranson
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Mrs Cathcart
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GEOGRAPHY

As a busy year draws to a close it 's a great opportunity to reflect on 

this term's progress. 

Year 11 left us having completed a series of assessments. The 

students all acquitted themselves very well and they produced 

some excellent work and tackled the situation in the mature way 

we have come to expect from Marden High students. It has been 

nice to see some of them return to take part in A-Level taster 

sessions looking at how fieldwork will be delivered in their further 

education. 

Year 10 have just completed a series of mocks which they prepared 

for in excellent fashion. Many of them capitalise on some of those 

independent study skills which would have been emerging during 

lockdown. The results so far have been very encouraging and they 

should feel very proud about how they have ended the year.  
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Year 9 students have done a 

great job of applying the 

work they have been doing 

in class to compare two 

volcanoes in areas of 

differing  levels of economic 

development.  

Year 9 have been studying 

natural disasters this term and 

in their lessons we have been 

looking at some of the recent 

tectonic events which have 

taken place in Iceland and St 

Vincent. Students have 

compared the slow but 

dramatic eruption of 

Fagradalsfjall Volcano in 

Geldingadalur, which sits on a 

constructive plate margin with 

La Soufriere on the Caribbean 

island of St Vincent which sits 

on a destructive plate margin.
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Mr Blakey

Year 7 students have been looking at the impact of tourism around the 

world and reflecting on the reasons that people travel. They have been 

able to spend some time thinking about being more sustainable to 

reduce the impact on the world through their travel. Some of our 

students have designed some amazing ecotourism resorts and they 

have thought about the possibility of working in ecotourism as a future 

career. 

Overall it 's been a very productive year, our students have demonstrated 
commendable levels of resilience this year, they are a credit to the school 
community and teaching them in geography has been a real pleasure this year.

 Enjoy a well earned break and we look forward to seeing everyone again in the 
Autumn term. 

Our year 8 students have been honing their geographical skills and applying 
them to the narrative of surviving a zombie apocalypse. Who knew there was so 
much geography involved in surviving a zombie attack? Whether it 's preparing 
for disaster, mapping evacuation routes or rebuilding settlements, our students 
are now well prepared for survival. We were lucky enough to put these skills to 
the test in some real world situations when the RAF delivered some disaster 
training based around their involvement in the search and rescue following 
hurricane Irma when it struck the British Virgin Islands in 2017. The course was 
delivered remotely by members of the RAF and they were very impressed by 
our students' problem solving skills and their teamwork.
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As we have moved into the summer term and certain covid restrictions have been 

lifted, we have been able to deliver a summer programme of activities.  As well as 

this we have been able to offer a variety of extra curricular opportunities which 

have included athletics, rounders, cricket and tennis.  Students have remained in 

their year group bubbles for these activities and the sessions have been very well 

attended.  Aligned to this programme we have also been delivering the Active 

Marden sessions for Yr8 which have focused upon Table Tennis, Cricket and Racket 

Sports.

At the end of April we took part in an initiative which was open to all schools across 

North Tyneside from primary level to high school level.  It involved encouraging 

students to walk/ jog on a field for up to fifteen minutes on Friday 30th April.  

Students could aim to cover a set distance or they could simply walk/ jog to improve 

their level of exercise and fitness.  Our students used break times to engage in this 

and it was very pleasing to see their level of enjoyment as they exercised together.

Active Mile
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During the week of April 21st - 24th (inset day 25th) we were involved in the 

Tyne & Wear School Games Activ5 programme. The focus was placed upon 

such attributes as Self Belief, Respect, Teamwork, Honesty and Determination 

in sport and a range of activities were available to take part in.  As a school we 

linked the programme to the current Euro 20 Football Tournament and 

organised students across all year groups into the different countries taking 

part in the tournament.  They remained in their year group teams 

representing particular countries across the football and orienteering 

competitions organised within their PE lessons.  Results were tabulated on the 

final day of competition and we were able to award trophies to the winning 

teams. The week proved to be very successful and enjoyable for all those 

involved.

Activ5

Linked to the ?Active Mile? initiative we have continued to encourage 

physical activity before school by opening up the track areas at 8.15am 

every Friday morning for students to engage in active walking or jogging 

with friends.  The students have remained in their bubbles for this so that 

each year group has had the opportunity to exercise within their specified 

area.  It has been very encouraging to see the level of engagement in KS3. 

Healthy Active Lifestyles
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Miss Stamp

Team GB

Sports for Champions UK

Sports for Champions is a programme which encourages promising 

athletes to visit schools to run workshops.  On Friday 9th July Yr9 students 

will be taking part in a fitness circuit led by a GB talented athlete in the 

morning and will be able to view a virtual assembly in a later lesson. The 

students have been asked to be sponsored so that the money will help to 

support such athletes.  Part of the money raised will come back into 

school. The athlete visiting our school will be Stephanie Inglis, a Judo 

performer.  
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Mrs MacLeod

RE

This term in Philosophy, Religion and Ethics we have been looking at a variety 
of topics across key stage 3. Year 7 have been exploring a philosophy for 
children topic where they have been considering how we know what is real, 
and where our morals and ethics come from.

Year 8 is finishing a topic about how we treat the environment by looking at 
human beings' treatment of animals, specifically the treatment of killer 
whales in seaworld. Some of the students have been outraged to find out 
how differently the orca live in comparison to how they live in the wild.

Our year 10 students are completing their learning about Buddhism and as a 
part of this we were lucky enough to have a Buddhist monk visit. He started 
with a guided meditation then talked a litt le about how he lives and worships. 
He ended the session with a question and answer session. I know the 
students enjoyed this as much as I did!



Marden High School Newsletter 

Com m unit y               Individualit y               Possibil i t y

July 2021

SCIENCE
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Mrs Vickers
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Ms Taylor

Year 7 and Year 8 
Creative Writers

We have been celebrating the exciting number of students who have 
become published writers this year at Marden. There has been a 
plethora of original, creative writing produced through in-house and 
national competitions! Most recently, 45 students have had their work 
published in an anthology of Mystery Stories following a national 
competition held by Young Writers. Here are a few with their certificates! 
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Ms Mellor
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Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books 

you might want to read over year 7.

(You should be trying to read at least 

Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books 

you might want to read over year 8.

(You should be trying to read at least 

one of these per half-term) 

- The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes - Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle  

- The Hitchhiker?s Guide to the Galaxy - 

Douglas Adams

- The Hunger Games - Suzanne Collins

- After the First Death - Robert Cormier 

- The Universe Versus Alex Woods - Gavin 

Extance

- The Enemy - Charlie Higson

- Cosmic - Frank Cottrell Boyce

- Carrie?s War - Nina Bawden

- The Foreshadowing - Marcus Sedgewick

- The Northern Lights series - Philip Pullman

- Noughts and Crosses - Malorie Blackman

- Treasure Island - R.L Stevenson

- Martyn Pig - Kevin Brooks

- The Ruby in the Smoke - Philip Pullman

- Small Steps - Louis Sachar

Want a challenge? 

- The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-Time - Mark Haddon 

- Life of Pi - Yann Martel

- The Help - Kathryn Stockett

- Animal Farm - George Orwell 

- Jane Eyre - Charlotte Bronte

- The Enemy - Charlie Higson

- Cosmic - Frank Cottrell Boyce

- Wonder - R.J Palacio

- Treasure Island - R.L Stevenson

- The Adventure Series Lee Tony

- The Adventure of Huckleberry Finn - 

Mark Twain

- Blitzcat - Robert Westall

- Holes - Louis Sachar

- Stormbreaker - Anthony Horowitz

- The Hobbit - J R R Tolkien

- Madame Doubtfire - Anne Fine

- The Edge - Alan Gibbons

- Millions - Frank Cottrell Boyce

Want a challenge? 

- War Horse - Michael Morpurgo

- Great Expectations - Charles Dickens

- The Lord of the Rings Trilogy - JRR 

Tolkien

- The Book Thief - Marcus Zusak

- The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 

- Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
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Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books 

you might want to read over year 9.

(You should be trying to read at least 

Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books you 

might want to read over year 10 & 11.

(You should be trying to read at least 

Animal Farm - George Orwell 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-Time - Mark Haddon 

Of Mice and Men - John Steinbeck

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time 

Indian - Sherman Alexie

Looking for Alaska - John Green

Lord of the Flies - William Golding

The Help - Kathryn Stockett 

Life of Pi - Yann Martel

Tip! Try to get into the habit of reading 

newspapers too! This will help for your 

Want a challenge? 

Wuthering Heights - Emily Bronte

Junk - Melvin Burgess

1984 - George Orwell

The Catcher in the Rye - J.D. Salinger 

The Great Gatsby - F.Scott Fitzgerald 

1984 - George Orwell

Animal Farm - George Orwell

A Room with a View - E.M. Forster 

The Book Thief - Markus Zusak

Brighton Rock - Graham Greene

Catch 22 - Joseph Heller

The Catcher in the Rye - J.D. Salinger 

The Color Purple - Alice Walker 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-Time - Mark Haddon 

David Copperfield - Charles Dickens

East of Eden -John Steinbeck

Frankenstein - Mary Shelley

The Grapes of Wrath - John Steinbeck

The Great Gatsby - F.Scott Fitzgerald 

The Help - Kathryn Stockett 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings - Maya 

Angelou 
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