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This past half-term has seen a variety of tasks being completed by students 
during remote learning and continuing now we have returned to school.

Year 7 in particular showed off 

their creative thinking and baking 

skills with their ?Fake Bake? 

challenge, producing a cake or 

biscuits made to look like a 

savoury dish; it?s safe to say all 

students out did themselves with 

their creations!
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Before returning to school, Year 9 produced some fantastic models 

to reflect their ?Free Little Library? ideas, using items they had at 

home to bring their designs to life in a 3D form. Now we are back 

we are picking up projects started prior to lockdown with Miss 

Nicholls class in the workshop completing their storage solutions. 
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Miss Nicholls

Mr Mushen developing design and CAD skills, Mrs Green?s class are 

producing merchandise for a festival and Mrs Rae is continuing to develop 

Food prep and Nutrition skills with students managing to continue to do 

some cooking within school following guidance and carefully planned risk 

assessments.
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Drama
Welcome Back Everyone - it?s great to see everyone enjoying their 

Drama curriculum again!

During the school closure year 7 began to explore the wonderful world of Shakespeare 

and this has continued on return to school. We are currently exploring Romeo and 

Juliet. So far, students have developed some new skills learning basic sword fighting 

and I must say, I?m very impressed! In the coming weeks, we will work as an ensemble 

to stage the opening quarrel between the Montagues and Capulets - ?Do you bite your 

thumb at us, sir?? Moving on, we will explore the weird world of the witches in 

Macbeth, slapstick mime in As You Like It and physical theatre in The Tempest before 

finally staging some scenes from A Midsummer Night 's Dream. Lots to look forward to!
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Year 8 students have been building their knowledge of production elements 
ready to explore Blood Brothers. We have seen some outstanding ideas in recent 
weeks and we?re looking forward to getting back into practical performance.

Sandy Bainton - 8D/dr1

In Year 9, we are exploring the devising element of GCSE Drama so that our 
students can gain an insight to some of the requirements of the course. Students 
have enjoyed discussing ideas for their own short play, with some choosing to 
perform while others are happy to participate in design roles. For those students 
considering GCSE Drama as a pathway I would encourage individuals to contact 
me with their questions and I will do my best to explain the course in more 
detail.

some of the stimuli to generate ideas
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Key Stage 4 students are as busy as always; Year 10 students are 

continuing with their devised project and ideas are well underway - watch 

this space for some terrific performances next term! As Year 11 are nearing 

the end of the course I continue to be proud of their efforts. Preparation 

for a performance assessment is providing us with some much needed fun 

after our time apart. We?re excited to share performances of Bouncers, 

Girls Like That and My Mother Said I Never Should in the coming weeks.

After the Easter break we?re excited to start Arts Award Explore with some of 

our creative Year 8 students. It promises to be lots of fun as students will have 

the opportunity to create original silent movies, learn how to play the ukulele. 

Following on from this, students will use clay and pewter to make their own 

artwork. We?re looking forward to sharing some of this work later next term.
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As part of our blended learning, we have purchased a fantastic resource 
package, Digital Theatre+. More information about this can be found on 
the school website. Students (and parents) are enjoying watching plays 
and productions and it?s a great way to develop knowledge and 
understanding of the performing arts. 

Although our ability to visit the theatre may be on hold at present there?s 

still lots of great performances to watch remotely. Companies to look out 

for are the National Theatre, Frantic Assembly, Northern Stage and the 

RSC.

Mrs Berriman
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Mrs Cathcart
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Media
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Miss Laing & 
Mr Ranson
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Mr Blakey

Geography

Welcome back from the Geography department.

It 's been an exciting few weeks welcoming students back in geography on the lead up to 

the Easter holidays. We have been getting back into our routine while taking part in some 

fascinating lessons. 

Year 7 have been learning all about the weather; how to forecast it and how to spot fake 

news weather forecasts. We have also been looking at some careers that exist in the world 

of weather and responding to weather hazards. Students have been given some fun 

practical weather activities to complete over the Easter holiday. 

In year 8 we have been learning about the impacts of flooding around the UK. This is an 

important scheme of work to give students a context for many of the stories we see in the 

news. 

Year 9 have been spending time looking at causes and effects of tectonic disasters and 

comparing disasters in countries of varying degrees of economic development. 

Year 10 have been working on resource management and how to reduce our 

environmental impact. This is a unit of work which is important to allow students to reflect 

their impact on the environment. 

The year 11s have been studying tropical storms and the role climate change has to play in 

extreme weather events. Students have been able to discuss the impacts of climate change 

at a range of scales. The  return to school has been very successful and our children 

continue to impress us with the way they are rising to challenge of these unprecedented 

circumstances.
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RE

Students have made a great start back to their RE lessons, beginning 
by recapping their learning and then getting ready to start exploring 
ideas such as festivals in year 7, prejudice and discrimination in year 8 
and nuclear weapons and terrorism in year 9.

With KS4 looking at euthanasia and abortion there is plenty to get 
students engaged with their learning and return to a sense of 
normality. That sense of normality is something which quite a few of 
my classes have mentioned to me and with that in mind, we are very 
much hoping that trips will be resumed as soon as it is safe.
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Mrs MacLeod

In the summer term we have traditionally 
gone to Samye Ling, the Buddhist Temple 
in the Scottish borders and also Holy Island 
and it would be wonderful for students to 
have those experiences again.
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Mrs Vickers
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Mrs Russell
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Miss Stamp

As lockdown progressed, the students continued to be assigned key tasks to 

complete for their core lessons.  The sessions were structured in a way to 

continue to develop subject knowledge as well as physical activity and 

resources from Oak Academy were used to support this process.  The 

students who were in school during the final stages of the lockdown were 

given opportunities to take part in physical activities onsite.  Overall, the 

students are to be praised for their engagement and for the work they 

produced over this period of time. 

 

As our students have returned to school over the past two weeks the aim 

within the department has been to deliver safe and enjoyable activities which 

promote physical engagement and interaction within year group bubbles.  

The students seemed to have enjoyed the activities they have experienced 

and it has been a joy to see them having fun.  After Easter it is hoped that we 

will be able to offer a summer programme of extra curricular activities which 

will operate alongside the Active Marden programme.  More information 

about such programmes will be available at the start of next term.
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Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books 

you might want to read over year 7.

(You should be trying to read at least 

Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books 

you might want to read over year 8.

(You should be trying to read at least 

one of these per half-term) 

- The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes - Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle  

- The Hitchhiker?s Guide to the Galaxy - 

Douglas Adams

- The Hunger Games - Suzanne Collins

- After the First Death - Robert Cormier 

- The Universe Versus Alex Woods - Gavin 

Extance

- The Enemy - Charlie Higson

- Cosmic - Frank Cottrell Boyce

- Carrie?s War - Nina Bawden

- The Foreshadowing - Marcus Sedgewick

- The Northern Lights series - Philip Pullman

- Noughts and Crosses - Malorie Blackman

- Treasure Island - R.L Stevenson

- Martyn Pig - Kevin Brooks

- The Ruby in the Smoke - Philip Pullman

- Small Steps - Louis Sachar

Want a challenge? 

- The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-Time - Mark Haddon 

- Life of Pi - Yann Martel

- The Help - Kathryn Stockett

- Animal Farm - George Orwell 

- Jane Eyre - Charlotte Bronte

- The Enemy - Charlie Higson

- Cosmic - Frank Cottrell Boyce

- Wonder - R.J Palacio

- Treasure Island - R.L Stevenson

- The Adventure Series Lee Tony

- The Adventure of Huckleberry Finn - 

Mark Twain

- Blitzcat - Robert Westall

- Holes - Louis Sachar

- Stormbreaker - Anthony Horowitz

- The Hobbit - J R R Tolkien

- Madame Doubtfire - Anne Fine

- The Edge - Alan Gibbons

- Millions - Frank Cottrell Boyce

Want a challenge? 

- War Horse - Michael Morpurgo

- Great Expectations - Charles Dickens

- The Lord of the Rings Trilogy - JRR 

Tolkien

- The Book Thief - Marcus Zusak

- The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 

- Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 



Marden High School Newsletter March 2021

Com m unit y               Individualit y                Possibil i t y

Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books 

you might want to read over year 7.

(You should be trying to read at least 

Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books 

you might want to read over year 8.

(You should be trying to read at least 

one of these per half-term) 

- The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes - Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle  

- The Hitchhiker?s Guide to the Galaxy - 

Douglas Adams

- The Hunger Games - Suzanne Collins

- After the First Death - Robert Cormier 
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- Cosmic - Frank Cottrell Boyce
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- Treasure Island - R.L Stevenson
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- The Ruby in the Smoke - Philip Pullman

- Small Steps - Louis Sachar

Want a challenge? 

- The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-Time - Mark Haddon 

- Life of Pi - Yann Martel

- The Help - Kathryn Stockett

- Animal Farm - George Orwell 

- Jane Eyre - Charlotte Bronte

- The Enemy - Charlie Higson

- Cosmic - Frank Cottrell Boyce
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- Treasure Island - R.L Stevenson

- The Adventure Series Lee Tony

- The Adventure of Huckleberry Finn - 

Mark Twain

- Blitzcat - Robert Westall

- Holes - Louis Sachar

- Stormbreaker - Anthony Horowitz

- The Hobbit - J R R Tolkien

- Madame Doubtfire - Anne Fine

- The Edge - Alan Gibbons

- Millions - Frank Cottrell Boyce

Want a challenge? 

- War Horse - Michael Morpurgo

- Great Expectations - Charles Dickens

- The Lord of the Rings Trilogy - JRR 

Tolkien

- The Book Thief - Marcus Zusak

- The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 

- Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
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Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books 

you might want to read over year 9.

(You should be trying to read at least 

Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books you 

might want to read over year 10 & 11.

(You should be trying to read at least 

Animal Farm - George Orwell 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-Time - Mark Haddon 

Of Mice and Men - John Steinbeck

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time 

Indian - Sherman Alexie

Looking for Alaska - John Green

Lord of the Flies - William Golding

The Help - Kathryn Stockett 

Life of Pi - Yann Martel

Tip! Try to get into the habit of reading 

newspapers too! This will help for your 

Want a challenge? 

Wuthering Heights - Emily Bronte

Junk - Melvin Burgess

1984 - George Orwell

The Catcher in the Rye - J.D. Salinger 

The Great Gatsby - F.Scott Fitzgerald 

1984 - George Orwell

Animal Farm - George Orwell

A Room with a View - E.M. Forster 

The Book Thief - Markus Zusak

Brighton Rock - Graham Greene

Catch 22 - Joseph Heller

The Catcher in the Rye - J.D. Salinger 

The Color Purple - Alice Walker 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-Time - Mark Haddon 

David Copperfield - Charles Dickens

East of Eden -John Steinbeck

Frankenstein - Mary Shelley

The Grapes of Wrath - John Steinbeck

The Great Gatsby - F.Scott Fitzgerald 

The Help - Kathryn Stockett 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings - Maya 
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