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GCSE English Language
Paper 1 Paper 2

Section A: Reading 
1 unseen literature 

fiction text

Section B: Writing
Descriptive or 

narrative writing

Total exam time: 1 hour and 45 mins
80 marks, 50% of GCSE  

Section A: Reading
1 non-fiction & 1 

literary non-fiction text

Section B: Writing
Writing to present a 

viewpoint

Exam: 
1 short form question 
(1x4 marks)
2 long form question 
(2x8 marks)
1 extended question 
(1x20 marks)

Exam: 
1  extended writing 
question (24 marks for 
content, 16 marks for 
technical accuracy)

Exam: 
1 short form question 
(1x4 marks)
2 long form question 
(1x8, 1x12  marks)
1 extended question 
(1x16 marks)

Exam: 
1  extended writing 
question (24 marks for 
content, 16 marks for 
technical accuracy)

Total exam time: 1 hour and 45 mins
80 marks, 50% of GCSE  



GCSE English Literature
Paper 1 Paper 2

Section A: 
Shakespeare
(Macbeth)

Section A: 
19th Century Novel

(Jekyll & Hyde / A Christmas Carol)

Section B: 
Modern Texts

(An Inspector Calls)

Section B:
Unseen Poetry

Exam: 
1 extract-based essay 
question from a choice 
of plays.
(30 marks + 4 SPag)

Exam: 
1 extract-based essay 
question from a choice 
of novels.
(30 marks)

Exam: 
1 essay question from a 
choice of two.
(30 marks)

Exam:
1 question on one unseen 
poem and 1 question 
comparing this poem with 
a second unseen poem. 
(24 marks + 8 marks + 4 
SPaG)

Total exam time: 1 hour  and 45 mins
70 marks

Total exam time: 1 hour and 40 mins
60 marks



GCSE Spoken Language
● Students must complete a Spoken Language accreditation at Pass, Merit or Distinction

● Students must present on a controversial topic of their choice (in agreement with their 

teacher)

● The presentation must be given to a panel (the class or a prearranged group)

● A question and answer session must follow

● The presentation must be filmed 

● A sample will be sent away to AQA 

● The accreditation will appear on their final GCSE results - P / M / D

● This will be requested by most colleges and employers.



GCSE English Literature

Paper 1 Section B: 19th Century NovelPaper 1 Section A: Shakespeare 



GCSE English Literature

Paper 2 Section B & C: PoetryPaper 2 Section A: Modern Text



How can I support my 
independent preparation?

Revision Guides & Workbooks
Guides & Workbooks.

Guides are useful for those 
students willing to process 
information.

Workbooks are useful for 
those students who learn by 
doing, but often are less 
active.

Guides & workbooks are 
available to purchase from 
reception now 



Useful Revision Websites 
(English Language)

GCSE Bitesize
Analysing Fiction (Language Paper 1)
Analysing Non-Fiction (Language Paper 2)
Comparing Texts (Language Paper 2)
Creative Writing (Language Paper 1 & 2)
Accuracy (Language Paper 1 & 2)
Spoken Language (Accreditation)

Additional Resources
Penguin Classics Extracts

BBC News

Greatest British Novels

AQA Paper 1 Support Materials

AQA Paper 2 Support Materials

AQA Paper 2 Writing Guidance

The most powerful 
Language preparation is 
practising & honing skills.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zgkj39q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z34dycw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zyg9nbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zs3chv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zpyg6fr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zts3mnb
https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/find-your-next-read/extracts/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news
http://www.bbc.co.uk/culture/story/20151204-the-100-greatest-british-novels
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/AQA-87001-RSB.PDF
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/AQA-87002-RSB.PDF
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/AQA-87002-FI-W.PDF
https://docs.google.com/document/d/103qQkAToXti2Em7v8ckh1h30ec6mtlyzYfJlsl0UCVI/edit?ts=5d696c5d
https://docs.google.com/document/d/103qQkAToXti2Em7v8ckh1h30ec6mtlyzYfJlsl0UCVI/edit?ts=5d696c5d


Useful Revision Websites 
(English Literature)

Sparknotes
Macbeth (crc. 1606, William Shakespeare)
Jekyll & Hyde (1886, Robert Louis Stevenson)
A Christmas Carol (1843, Charles Dickens) 
An Inspector Calls (1945, J.B. Priestley)

Shmoop
Macbeth (crc. 1606, William Shakespeare)
Jekyll & Hyde (1886, Robert Louis Stevenson)
A Christmas Carol (1843, Charles Dickens) 

BBC Bitesize
Various
Power & Conflict Support Guide

Additional Resources
Manhood and the ‘milk of human kindness’ in Macbeth 
(British Library)

Conjuring darkness in Macbeth

‘Unsex Me Here’: Lady Macbeth’s ‘Hell Broth’

‘Man is not truly one, but truly two’: duality in Robert 
Louis Stevenson’s Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

The origins of the Gothic

The origins of A Christmas Carol

Ghosts in A Christmas Carol

Gothic fiction in the Victorian fin de siècle: mutating 
bodies and disturbed minds

Post Darwin: social Darwinism, degeneration, eugenics

http://nfs.sparknotes.com/macbeth/
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/jekyll/
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/christmascarol/
http://www.sparknotes.com/drama/an-inspector-calls/
https://www.shmoop.com/macbeth/
https://www.shmoop.com/jekyll-and-hyde/
https://www.shmoop.com/christmas-carol/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/
http://thebicesterschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Poetry-Support-Booklet.pdf
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/manhood-and-the-milk-of-human-kindness-in-macbeth
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/manhood-and-the-milk-of-human-kindness-in-macbeth
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/conjuring-darkness-in-macbeth
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/unsex-me-here-lady-macbeths-hell-broth
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/duality-in-robert-louis-stevensons-strange-case-of-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/duality-in-robert-louis-stevensons-strange-case-of-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/the-origins-of-the-gothic
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/the-origins-of-a-christmas-carol
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/ghosts-in-a-christmas-carol
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/gothic-fiction-in-the-victorian-fin-de-siecle
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/gothic-fiction-in-the-victorian-fin-de-siecle
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/post-darwin-social-darwinism-degeneration-eugenics


Want a collection of 
easy-to-access quotations?

Click book cover for key practice resources.
If you are studying Jekyll & Hyde, click on that for all resources.
If you are studying A Christmas Carol, click on that for all resources.

Click below for collated quotes.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1u5PlaNZoYTy5phC34cj8B4AQEy6aJdu_9-HDWqnJ3mA/edit#slide=id.g2032eb2940_0_64
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1u5PlaNZoYTy5phC34cj8B4AQEy6aJdu_9-HDWqnJ3mA/edit#slide=id.g2032eb2940_0_64
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FfJEJkh8gkpRgilaUHse4t9YALT2d6ah0Ur7CUXXvtI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FfJEJkh8gkpRgilaUHse4t9YALT2d6ah0Ur7CUXXvtI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/103qQkAToXti2Em7v8ckh1h30ec6mtlyzYfJlsl0UCVI/edit?ts=5d696c5d
https://docs.google.com/document/d/103qQkAToXti2Em7v8ckh1h30ec6mtlyzYfJlsl0UCVI/edit?ts=5d696c5d


Using Independent Papers & Exam Reports

Practise Papers
English Language Paper 1
English Language Paper 2
English Literature Paper 1
English Literature Paper 2

Exam Reports (2017)
English Language Paper 1
English Language Paper 2
English Literature Paper 1
English Literature Paper 2

Sample Scripts (2017 -19)
This folder includes Grade 5 and Grade 9 
scripts from Marden students. Very useful!

Open - File - Make a Copy

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2bRtkWy3ecDdWV3TVRlckdaVVE
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2bRtkWy3ecDMEh6b1h5cDFLX3M
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2bRtkWy3ecDMlBxcDh6YTczOW8
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2bRtkWy3ecDYngxX0k1WFB2M3c
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2bRtkWy3ecDZWE0bE50a1ZoaUU
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2bRtkWy3ecDZWE0bE50a1ZoaUU
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2bRtkWy3ecDZWE0bE50a1ZoaUU
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2bRtkWy3ecDZWE0bE50a1ZoaUU
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2bRtkWy3ecDeUt2Z0JLazlHNms?usp=sharing


How can I support 
my child’s wider 
reading skills?

Extract Analysis. Improving wider literacy.

Wider Reading Skills

● Explicit Understanding
● Implicit Understanding
● Extraction
● Processing
● Consolidation 
● Translation



The Consolidator
Summarise

● What is the passage about?
● Which characters does it introduce, and what do 

we learn about them?
● Where is the text set, and what do we learn about 

this? 
● What impression is created of the mood and 

atmosphere at the start of this novel?
● What hints does it give about what will follow?
● What questions does it raise for the reader?

The Linguist
Language

How and why is the writing using language? 

● Consider how structure affects: narrative, character, setting, tone, focus, 
reader.

● Explore any important language use. This could include:

● Vivid words/phrases
● Emotional language
● Uses of  Imagery
● Language Devices/Techniques
● Use of Punctuation
● Use of Sentence Forms

● Why is the writing making these decisions - consider the effect.

The Architect
Structure

How and why is the writing using structure? 

● Consider how structure affects: narrative, character, 
setting, tone, focus, reader.

● Explore any important structural features.
● Focusing: Where the writer points the attention of 

the reader. This changes throughout the passage.
● Introducing: What is introduced here and how?
● Developing: As we are given more information, 

what more do we learn more about character, 
setting, events etc.

● Changing: What changes over the course of the 
extract and how does it change?

● Concluding: How does the extract conclude? What 
is significant about this endpoint?

The Judge
Evaluate

● Think about what the writer wants you to see from the 
clues they have left behind in their use of language, 
structure and tone.

● Think about what else you see that may not have been in 
the writer’s mind when they wrote the text.

● What are the effects of the extract? 
● What is the function of the reader & what is the impact on 

them?
● What messages/values/ideologies exist within this extract?
● Why is the writer crafting their work this way?



What is the passage about? What 
actually is this extract?

Which characters does it introduce, 
and what do we learn about them? 

Where is the text set, and what do we 
learn about this?

What impression is created of the 
mood and atmosphere at the start of 

this novel?

What hints does it give about what 
will follow?

What questions does it raise for 
the reader?

FIRST 
RESPONSES.



Which characters does it introduce, 
and what do we learn about them? 

Where is the text set, and what do we 
learn about this?

What impression is created of the 
mood and atmosphere at the start of 

this novel?

What hints does it give about what 
will follow?

What questions does it raise for 
the reader?

FIRST 
RESPONSES.

What is the passage about? What 
actually is this extract?



Creative & Critical Thinking.
The Guardian

https://www.theguardian.com/news/series/ten-best-photographs-of-the-day


The Construction

Initial Ideas

The Item

Stick, sketch or write your item here.

Character Narrative Setting

.

The Big Picture
Th

e F
ine

r D
eta

il

Guidance
● What will be the perspective & tense?
● What will be your descriptive focus(es)?
● How will you use language effectively?
● How will you effectively structure the 

piece?
● How will you convey, shape and develop 

setting, character, atmosphere, mood and 
narrative?

● How will you be unique and avoid cliche?
● How will you use symbolism and metaphor 

to develop deeper themes and ideas?



Creative & Critical Thinking.
BBC News

Gender 
inequality 
remains a 

major barrier 
to human 

development.

To what 
extent do you 

agree? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yk1K1dHgXi4
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news


Creative & Critical Thinking.
BBC News

The new GCSE 
system is 

confusing, and 
just another 
example of 
government 

meddling.

To what 
extent do you 

agree? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4oU508jT3U


The Construction

Initial Ideas

The Topic

What do you have a strong opinion on?

Tone (the way you speak)
What will be your manner?

Style (the way you write)
How will you use language?

Register (relationship with audience)
Who is your audience & how will you address them?

.

The Big Picture
Th

e F
ine

r D
eta

il



Exam Awareness. 

Using the materials in the 
support pack below, test your 
child on their exam knowledge.

Development Activity
Investigating exam materials.

● Pick one paper (Lang P1 or P2 / Lit P1 or P2)
● Quiz the student on that section outlining:

○ Questions
○ Marks
○ Timings
○ AO Skills
○ Sentence Starters



Resources.

Support 
Packs

The support pack will be available on the school website, or can be emailed directly to 
you if you leave your email address.



Further Questions & Queries?

d.horn@mardenhigh.net

Any 
Questions?



Exam Overviews
ENGLISH

Supporting Materials



GCSE English 
Language

Today you will learn to explore the requirements of GCSE 
Language and reflect on how you need to prepare for it.

Paper 1

Section A: Reading 
1 unseen literature 

fiction text

Section B: Writing
Descriptive or 

narrative writing

Total exam time: 1 hour and 45 mins
80 marks, 50% of GCSE  

Exam: 
1 short form question 
(1x4 marks)
2 long form question 
(2x8 marks)
1 extended question 
(1x20 marks)

Exam: 
1  extended writing 
question (24 marks for 
content, 16 marks for 
technical accuracy)

Language Paper 1: Overview

● 50% of GCSE
● 1 hour 45 minutes
● 80 marks
● Section A: 40 marks

○ Reading
○ Unseen Lit. Fiction
○ 4 Questions
○ Inc. reading time

● Section B: 40 marks
○ Descriptive/Narrative
○ Stimulus-based
○ Choice of two questions
○ 24 marks for content
○ 16 marks for accuracy



GCSE English 
Language

Today you will learn to explore the requirements of GCSE 
Language and reflect on how you need to prepare for it.

Language Paper 1: Extract

● All response to Section A will be 
based on a literary extract.

● 19th-21st Century
● No contextual knowledge is 

required for this.
● Questions will be AO1, AO2 & 

AO4.
● Most questions will specify a 

certain part to focus on - the 
extract lines will be marked to 
help with this.

● 15 minutes reading time
○ 5 minutes reading
○ 5 minutes highlighting
○ 5 minutes synthesis/summary

The Extract



GCSE English 
Language

Today you will learn to explore the requirements of GCSE 
Language and reflect on how you need to prepare for it.

Language Paper 1: Overview

● List four things.
● 4 Marks
● 5 minutes (max)
● AO1: Identify and understand explicit 

(obvious) and implicit (hidden) information 
and ideas. Select and synthesize (blend) 
evidence from different texts.

● Extract and summarise basic 
level of understanding from a 
selected part of the text.

● Responses must be true, and 
drawn only from lines specified 
in question.

● responses that copy the whole 
section of the text verbatim 
should not be credited any marks

Q1



GCSE English 
Language

Today you will learn to explore the requirements of GCSE 
Language and reflect on how you need to prepare for it.

Language Paper 1: Overview

● Language Analysis
● 8 Marks
● 10 minutes
● AO2: Explain, comment on and 

analyse how writers use language and 
structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology.

● Response can include words and 
phrases, language features and 
techniques & sentence forms.

● The question will have a specific 
focus - do not ignore it.

● Usually a specific section for focus.
● Aim to cover a range of methods 

used: what, how and why.
● Use subject terminology in your 

analysis.

Q2



GCSE English 
Language

Today you will learn to explore the requirements of GCSE 
Language and reflect on how you need to prepare for it.

Language Paper 1: Overview

● Structure Analysis
● 8 Marks
● 10 minutes
● AO2: Explain, comment on and 

analyse how writers use language and 
structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology.

● Bullet points will offer basis of 
answer, looking across whole extract.

● The extract will be opening, ending or 
key moment of development.

● Structural features can be: 
○ at a whole text level eg. beginnings / 

endings / perspective shifts; 
○ at a paragraph level eg. topic change 

/ aspects of cohesion; 
○ at a sentence level when judged to 

contribute to whole structure.

Q3
Example examiner’s guidance.

● the overall structure of a journey – moving through 
temporal/spatial narrative.

● the change of structural focus from outside to 
inside, shifting tone, descriptors.

● the consistent reminder of something 
recapitulated through the text - a lack of change.

● narrowing down the focus to the individual 
characters.



GCSE English 
Language

Today you will learn to explore the requirements of GCSE 
Language and reflect on how you need to prepare for it.

Language Paper 1: Overview

● Critical Evaluation
● 20 Marks
● 20 minutes
● AO4:Evaluate texts critically and 

support this with appropriate 
textual references.

● The question may or may not specify 
a focus area for response.

● A critical response to a statement 
about the focus extract.

● Establish your opinion clearly, and 
then use analysis and evaluation to 
prove your judgement.

● The analysis can encompass all areas 
of study: language, structure, 
imagery, tone, character, setting and 
so on.

Q4



GCSE English 
Language

Today you will learn to explore the requirements of GCSE 
Language and reflect on how you need to prepare for it.

Language Paper 1: Overview

● Descriptive/Narrative Writing
● 45 minutes
● 40 Marks

○ AO5: 24 marks
○ AO6: 16 marks

● AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and 
imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, 
style and register for different forms, 
purposes and audiences. Organise 
information and ideas, using structural and 
grammatical features to support coherence 
and cohesion of texts

● AO6: Use a range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures for clarity, purpose and 
effect, with accurate spelling and 
punctuation.

● Choice of two questions, based 
on a stimulus (e.g. an image)
○ Description of stimulus
○ Narrative inspired by stimulus

Q5



GCSE English 
Language

Today you will learn to explore the requirements of GCSE 
Language and reflect on how you need to prepare for it.

Language Paper 2: Overview

● 50% of GCSE
● 1 hour 45 minutes
● 80 marks
● Section A: 40 marks

○ Reading
○ 1 non-fiction & 1 literary 

non-fiction text
○ 4 Questions
○ Inc. reading time (2 sources)

● Section B: 40 marks
○ Viewpoint
○ Topic-based
○ 24 marks for content
○ 16 marks for accuracy

Paper 2

Section A: Reading
1 non-fiction & 1 

literary non-fiction text

Section B: Writing
Writing to present a 

viewpoint

Exam: 
1 short form question 
(1x4 marks)
2 long form question 
(1x8, 1x12  marks)
1 extended question 
(1x16 marks)

Exam: 
1  extended writing 
question (24 marks for 
content, 16 marks for 
technical accuracy)

Total exam time: 1 hour and 45 mins
80 marks, 50% of GCSE  



GCSE English 
Language

Today you will learn to explore the requirements of GCSE 
Language and reflect on how you need to prepare for it.

Language Paper 2: Extract

● All response to Section A will be 
based on two non-fiction extracts.

● 19th-21st Century
● 1 non-fiction & 1 literary non-fiction 

text
● These could include letters, news 

articles, speeches, autobiographies, 
journals, memoirs and so on.

● Questions will be AO1, AO2 & AO3.
● Questions will specify whether to 

compare sources or look at 
individual sources.

● 15 minutes reading time
○ 5 minutes reading
○ 5 minutes highlighting
○ 5 minutes synthesis/summary

The Extracts



GCSE English 
Language

Today you will learn to explore the requirements of GCSE 
Language and reflect on how you need to prepare for it.

Language Paper 2: Overview

● Choose four true statements
● 4 Marks
● 5 minutes (max)
● AO1: Identify and understand explicit 

(obvious) and implicit (hidden) information 
and ideas. 

● Question will specify ONE source 
and specific lines to focus on.

● Shade the boxes of the ones that 
you think are true.  

● Choose a maximum of four 
statements - any more will lead 
to being penalised.

Q1



GCSE English 
Language

Today you will learn to explore the requirements of GCSE 
Language and reflect on how you need to prepare for it.

Language Paper 2: Overview

● Summary & Comparison
● 8 Marks
● 10 minutes
● AO1: Identify and understand explicit 

(obvious) and implicit (hidden) information 
and ideas. 

● Inference & Implicit information should be 
the basis of your response - not a list of 
verbatim facts.

● Focus on the question focus given 
(e.g. the differences between 
characters) - don’t vaguely 
summarise.

● Support your summaries with 
reference and evidence.

● Provide inference for implicit 
readings & interpretations.

Q2



GCSE English 
Language

Today you will learn to explore the requirements of GCSE 
Language and reflect on how you need to prepare for it.

Language Paper 2: Overview

● Language Analysis
● 12 Marks
● 14 minutes
● AO2: Explain, comment on and 

analyse how writers use language and 
structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant subject 
terminology.

● Response can include words and 
phrases, language features and 
techniques & sentence forms.

● The question will have a specific focus 
(e.g. to influence) - do not ignore it.

● Will refer to one source only.
● Aim to cover a range of methods used: 

what, how and why.
● Use subject terminology in your 

analysis.

Q3



GCSE English 
Language

Today you will learn to explore the requirements of GCSE 
Language and reflect on how you need to prepare for it.

Language Paper 2: Overview

● Comparison
● 16 Marks
● 18 minutes
● AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and 

perspectives, as well as how these are 
conveyed, across two or more texts.

● Comparing the way writers achieve 
effects (e.g. conveying attitudes)

● The analysis can encompass all areas 
of study: language, structure, 
imagery, tone, character, setting and 
so on.

● This could however also include 
form, register, style, time period, 
values and so on.

● Bullet points will provide guidance.
● Uses evidence to support analysis.

Q4



GCSE English 
Language

Today you will learn to explore the requirements of GCSE 
Language and reflect on how you need to prepare for it.

Language Paper 2: Overview

● Point-of-View Writing
● 45 minutes
● 40 Marks

○ AO5: 24 marks
○ AO6: 16 marks

● AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and 
imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, 
style and register for different forms, 
purposes and audiences. Organise 
information and ideas, using structural and 
grammatical features to support coherence 
and cohesion of texts

● AO6: Use a range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures for clarity, purpose and 
effect, with accurate spelling and 
punctuation.

● Single question scenario.Q5



GCSE English 
Literature

Today you will learn to explore the requirements of GCSE 
Literature and reflect on how you need to prepare for it.

Literature Paper 1: Overview

● 1 hour 40 minutes
● 60 marks
● Section A: 19th Century Novel

○ 30 Marks
○ AO1 (12), AO2 (12), AO3 (6)
○ 50 minutes
○ Extract-based essay
○ Choice of novels
○ Extract & Wider Novel

● Section B: Modern Texts
○ 30 Marks 
○ AO1 (12), AO2 (12), AO3 (6),
○ 50 minutes
○ Choice of two questions

Paper 1

Section A: 
19th Century Novel

(Jekyll & Hyde / A Christmas Carol)

Section B: 
Modern Texts

(An Inspector Calls)

Exam: 
1 extract-based essay 
question from a choice 
of novels.
(30 marks)

Exam: 
1 essay question from a 
choice of two.
(30 marks)

Total exam time: 1 hour and 40 mins
60 marks



GCSE English 
Literature

Today you will learn to explore the requirements of GCSE 
Literature and reflect on how you need to prepare for it.

Literature Paper 2: Overview
● 1 hour 45 minutes
● 70 marks

● Section A: Shakespeare
○ 34 Marks 
○ AO1 (12), AO2 (12), AO3 (6), AO4 

(4)
○ 50 minutes
○ Extract-based essay
○ Choice of plays
○ Extract & Wider Play

● Section B: Unseen Poetry
○ 36 marks
○ AO1 (12), AO2 (12), AO4 (4)
○ 45 minutes
○ One question on one unseen (24)
○ Short compare question to a 

second unseen (AO2 - 8)

Paper 2

Section A: 
Shakespeare
(Macbeth)

Section B:
Unseen Poetry

Exam: 
1 extract-based essay 
question from a choice 
of plays.
(30 marks + 4 SPag)

Exam:
1 question on one unseen 
poem and 1 question 
comparing this poem with 
a second unseen poem. 
(24 marks + 8 marks + 4 
SPaG)

Total exam time: 1 hour  and 45 mins
70 marks



This student was 
very wrong indeed ...

A student, preparing for their 
GCSE English exams, said “you 
can’t revise for English”.



Revision Strategies.

Get to know the 
examiner’s way of 
thinking through marked 
exemplar & exam reports.

ADVICE: Use the Support 
document you have been 
sent.

Language & 
Literature.



Revision Strategies.

Seek feedback for 
incremental growthADVICE: Use the Support 

document you have been sent.

Language & 
Literature.

● Get a sample paper
● Complete a sample paper
● Get one-to-one feedback on 

sample paper
● Improve the sample paper
● Practise, practise, practise.



Revision Strategies.

Revise the criteria of each 
question as you would 
content in any other subject.

ADVICE: Use the Support 
document you have been 
sent.

Language & 
Literature.



Revision Strategies.

Study your own 
completed papers.ADVICE: Use the Support 

document you have been sent.

Language & 
Literature.



Revision Strategies.

Explore useful and 
ambitious revision 
materials.

ADVICE: Use the Support 
document you have been 
sent.

Literature.



Revision Strategies.

Explore the four 
principles of 
Literature revision.

ADVICE: Use the Support 
document you have been 
sent.

Literature.
Function/Ideology

Methods & 
Construction

Key Scenes/
Talking Points

Evidence & 
Terminology



Revision Strategies.

Amassing relevant 
Quotations.

ADVICE: Use the Support 
document you have been sent.

Literature.



Revision Strategies.

Devise your own 
essay questions to 
answer.

ADVICE: Use the Support 
document you have been 
sent.

How does 
[WRITER] 
present …

Literature.



Revision Strategies.

Plan ways to stand out in 
Language Section B: fiction & 
non-fiction writing.

Language.

Structure.

Vocabulary.

Openings.

Endings.



Revision Strategies.

Practise your 
interrogation skills for 
the unseen sources.

ADVICE: Use the Support 
document you have been 
sent.

Language.
● Find a typical fiction or 

non-fiction source.
● Interrogate it using the 

collection of Paper 1 & Paper 
2 questions that you should 
be memorising.

● Maximise the quality of your 
understanding in the 
‘reading’ time. 



Revision Strategies.

Use Guardian 
photography section for 
Paper 1 Section A.

ADVICE: Use the Support 
document you have been 
sent.

Language.



Revision Strategies.

Use current affairs as a 
source for viewpoint 
preparation.

ADVICE: Use the Support 
document you have been 
sent.

Language.



Revision Strategies.

Consider transcendental 
meditative practices to channel 
your flow of ambition & fear.

ADVICE: Use the Support 
document you have been 
sent.

Language & 
Literature

Satchitananda
(Sath-chit-ananda)

representing "existence, consciousness, and bliss" or 
"truth, consciousness, bliss", is an epithet and 

description for the subjective experience of the 
ultimate, unchanging reality



The Construction

Initial Ideas

The Item

Stick, sketch or write your item here.

Character Narrative Setting

.

The Big Picture
Th

e F
ine

r D
eta

il

Guidance
● What will be the perspective & tense?
● What will be your descriptive focus(es)?
● How will you use language effectively?
● How will you effectively structure the 

piece?
● How will you convey, shape and develop 

setting, character, atmosphere, mood and 
narrative?

● How will you be unique and avoid cliche?
● How will you use symbolism and metaphor 

to develop deeper themes and ideas?



The Construction

Initial Ideas

The Topic

What do you have a strong opinion on?

Tone (the way you speak)
What will be your manner?

Style (the way you write)
How will you use language?

Register (relationship with audience)
Who is your audience & how will you address them?

.

The Big Picture
Th

e F
ine

r D
eta

il


