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Miss E Laing
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Miss D Parker

Set in 2006 - 2007, the movie ?The 
Big Short?, tells three parallel 
stories of the US mortgage 
housing crisis. Based on a book by 
Michael Lewis, it tells the true 
story of a handful of investors 
who bet against the mortgage 
industry, a bubble about to burst. 
It highlights the level of 
corruption in the system and the 
impact it has on the average 
person. 

Consider  watching (or  preferably 
r eading - the books are always 
better  than the f i lm adaptations) 
The Big Short  and have a 
discussion w ith the people at 
home or  your  classmates via emai l 
about what happened and the 
impact i t had. Was i t moral ly 
r ight? Should someone be able to 
prof i t from the demise of other s?
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Computer s and technology are developing at an alarming rate. Moore?s law  states that 
Computer s w i l l  ei ther  half  in size, half  in pr ice, or  double in per formance approximately 
ever y 18 months. Know ing the r apid r ate at which technology advances, the gadgets of 
Sci-Fi  Hollywood blockbuster s don?t seem to be that far  fetched any more. Which leads 
us to Ready Player One. Or iginal ly w r i tten in 2011 by Ernest Cline, this Sci-Fi  
phenomenon grew  in popular i ty, which culminated in Steven Spielberg?s 2018 f i lm 
adaption. 

Ready Player One, set in 
2045, when much of 
humanity uses the vir tual 
r eal i ty software OASIS to 
escape the desolation of the 
r eal wor ld and l ive a 
second-l i fe onl ine. Teenager  
Wade Watts / Parzival must 
f ind clues to access a hidden 
game that promises the 
OASIS's ow nership to the 
w inner. Throughout his 
quest, Wade is accompanied 
by his loyal onl ine 
companions, unti l  a chance 
meeting in the r eal-wor ld 
r eveals that not is al l  that i t 
seems. 

Computer  Science
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Consider  watching (or  preferably r eading - the books are always better  than the f i lm 
adaptations) Ready Player One and have a discussion w ith the people at home or  your  
classmates via emai l about whether  you?d want the OASIS to be a r eal thing. Whi lst 
something l ike the OASIS might have many appealing aspects, what about the problems 
of deceit and deception that the anonymity a keyboard provides? Something that Wade / 
Parzival exper iences when he meets is supposed ?best fr iend? for  the f i r st time in r eal 
l i fe.

Another  fun l i ttle game to play whi lst watching Ready Player One, 
how  many pop culture r eferences, including music, f i lm, TV and 
video games can you spot? Why not watch i t w i th someone and 
have a competi tion to see who?s the most eagle eyed? 

Mr  M Yarde
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Star  Exploding!  

Year  11 Physics

Mrs W Glover
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English 
Li terature

Looking to use your  time w isely and explore some new  l i terature? 

- Audible just made hundreds of ti t les completely fr ee. The audiobook 
platform has said that, for  as long as schools are closed, anyone can l isten 
to a vast selection of i ts ti t les including teen f iction and l i terar y classics, 
such as Brave New World, Jane Eyre and Frankenstein. Simply visi t 
stor ies.audible.com from any web browser  to get star ted.

- Pr oject  Gutenber g offer s over  500 classics you can read online for  fr ee, 
including Dracula, Pr ide and Prejudice, Al ice in Wonder land and Li ttle 
Women. Simply visi t http://w w w.gutenberg.org/catalog/ to access the 
col lection.

Want to explore Shakespeare a l i ttle more but f ind i t challenging to r ead his plays 
alone? 

As par t of their  Culture in Quarantine ser ies, BBC Ar ts have announced a vir tual 
festival of the ar ts, including a vir tual book festival curated w ith Ki t de Waa, a 
puppet show  from Margaret Atwood for  Front Row  Lat, Bac Beatbox Academy?s 
hi t show  Frankenstein, A brand new  play from David Greig and a ser ies of classic 
Shakespeare plays avai lable to watch online from the comfor t of your  ow n home 
over  the next few  weeks. These include:

- Macbeth (2018)
- Hamlet (2016)
- Romeo and Juliet (2018)
- Much Ado About Nothing (2014)
- Othello (2015)

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
http://www.gutenberg.org/catalog/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/macbeth/past-productions/polly-findlay-2018-production
https://www.rsc.org.uk/macbeth/past-productions/polly-findlay-2018-production
https://www.rsc.org.uk/hamlet/past-productions/simon-godwin-2016-production
https://www.rsc.org.uk/hamlet/past-productions/simon-godwin-2016-production
https://www.rsc.org.uk/romeo-and-juliet/past-productions/erica-whyman-2018-production
https://www.rsc.org.uk/romeo-and-juliet/past-productions/erica-whyman-2018-production
https://www.rsc.org.uk/romeo-and-juliet/past-productions/erica-whyman-2018-production
https://www.rsc.org.uk/romeo-and-juliet/past-productions/erica-whyman-2018-production
https://www.rsc.org.uk/much-ado-about-nothing/past-productions/christopher-luscombe-2014-production
https://www.rsc.org.uk/much-ado-about-nothing/past-productions/christopher-luscombe-2014-production
https://www.rsc.org.uk/much-ado-about-nothing/past-productions/christopher-luscombe-2014-production
https://www.rsc.org.uk/much-ado-about-nothing/past-productions/christopher-luscombe-2014-production
https://www.rsc.org.uk/much-ado-about-nothing/past-productions/christopher-luscombe-2014-production
https://www.rsc.org.uk/othello/past-productions/iqbal-khan-2015-production
https://www.rsc.org.uk/othello/past-productions/iqbal-khan-2015-production
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English inspir ed activi ties to do at home: 

1. Object inspir ed creative w r i ting: 

Go around the house picking interesting objects and put them into a bag (or  get 
someone else to do this par t for  you). Pick one out at r andom and w r i te something 
creative using this as inspir ation! A shor t stor y, poem, ar ticle, letter  or  even a song 
perhaps! Repeat w ith the r emaining objects. 

2. Line of a book: 

Pick a book in the house at r andom, get someone to pick a page number  and l ine 
number , turn to this page and then count dow n the number  of l ines and this is the 
opening l ine of a brand new  play - w r i tten by you! You could even per form i t w i th 
other  members of your  household...

3. Create your  ow n household newspaper : 

Become a r epor ter  and w r i te news ar ticles outl ining what you and members of your  
fami ly have done around the house each day (using a w ide r ange of language 
techniques to make i t sound incredibly exci ting, of course!). Once f inished could you 
tr ansform i t into a BBC style TV news repor t? 

Don?t  for get  to shar e anyth ing you com plete w i th  your  Engl i sh teacher !  

Mrs E Cathcar t

Sti l l  looking for  something a bi t more speci f ic? Here is what your  English 
depar tment are r eading: 

Mr  Hor n : The Beach by Alex Garland

Mr s Cathcar t : Convenience Store Woman by Sayaka Murata 

Ms Gr i f f i t hs: Scottsboro by Ellen Feldman

Miss Laing: Adults by Emma Jane Unsworth 

Mr  Ranson : The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood

Ms Taylor :  A Little Life by Hanya Yanagihara

Miss Lees: How To Be Famous by Caitlin Moran 

Mr s Robson: Little Dorrit by Charles Dickens

Mr s Todd :  This is Going to Hurt by Adam Kay 

Mr s Bar nes: The Dutch House by Ann Patchett

Mr s East lake: The Testaments by Margaret Atwood
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Miss H Lees

Positive Poetr y

(taken from Milk and Honey by Rupi Kaur)
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KS3 and on a bigger  scale i f  al lowed!

Things to do at home...

We also made a robot out of r ecycl ing and did some baking! 

Here?s some stuff  my ar t teacher  fr iend sent us too!
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Mrs H Eastlake
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Home Cooking

Quick and Easy Lenti l  and Car rot Soup

Method

Heat oi l  in a pan. Add onions, l ightly saute for  2-3 minutes.

Add car rots and potatoes, simmer   for  5 minutes, sti r r ing well . 

Add the lenti ls and the stock. Simmer  for  25-30 minutes.

Blend unti l  smooth.

Enjoy!

Ingredients needed for  
2-3 servings

I  tbs oi l

1 onion f inely 
chopped 

2 large car rots peeled 
and grated

2 medium potatoes 
peeled and diced

100g red lenti ls

2 veg stock cubes 
added to 500 mls of 
boi l ing water  to make 
the stock
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Mrs S Rae

Year  9 Shor tcrust and Choux Pastr y 
Home Cooking

The task I set the year  9s this week was to make something 
w ith shor tcrust pastr y- here are some of their  r esponses.
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Mindful Marden...
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Mr s C MacLeod

Personal Development

Last week we decided i t would be good to suspend our  usual per sonal development 
lessons in favour  of giving students something a l i ttle di f ferent to do. They were given 
a choice between explor ing a museum through a vir tual tour , making use of the zoo 
cams that many of the wor ldw ide zoos have been str eaming or  something more 
focused on personal wellbeing and mindfulness. We hope that students enjoyed these 
tasks, we cer tainly had some interesting pieces of work emai led to us! Hopeful ly al l  
students w i l l  keep working to maintain and improve their  wellbeing dur ing this time, 
there are cer tainly plenty of onl ine r esources to suppor t this.
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Google Ar ts & Culture

This is a fr ee app that you could use in your  planning or  to keep 
yourselves and family occupied. I t?s great!

Enjoy and stay safe!

 

Drama 

In Drama in the coming weeks we are going to be 
making Romeo and Jul iet - The Board Game. This is a 
creative way for  Year  7 students to discover  more about 
the plot and hopeful ly an activi ty that the whole fami ly 
can par ticipate in!

We'r e also going to be making paper  plate puppets and 
creating our  ow n show. Mrs Ber r iman is going to venture 
into the wor ld of onl ine youtube tutor ials - w ish me luck!  
I 'l l  upload some pictures onto our  website when me and 
my daughter  have completed ours!
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Mrs S Ber r iman
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Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books 
you might want to r ead over  year  7.

(You should be tr ying to r ead at least 
one of these per  half-term) 

Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books 
you might want to r ead over  year  8.

(You should be tr ying to r ead at least 
one of these per  half-term) 

- The Adventures of Sher lock Holmes - Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle  

- The Hitchhiker?s Guide to the Galaxy - 
Douglas Adams

- The Hunger  Games - Suzanne Collins
- After  the Fir st Death - Robert Cormier 
- The Univer se Versus Alex Woods - Gavin 

Extance
- The Enemy - Charlie Higson
- Cosmic - Frank Cottrell Boyce
- Car r ie?s War  - Nina Bawden
- The Foreshadow ing - Marcus Sedgewick
- The Nor thern Lights ser ies - Philip 

Pullman
- Noughts and Crosses - Malorie Blackman
- Treasure Island - R.L Stevenson
- Mar tyn Pig - Kevin Brooks
- The Ruby in the Smoke - Philip Pullman
- Small Steps - Louis Sachar
- A Chi ld Called ?It? - Dave Pelzer
- The Woman in Black  - Susan Hill

Want a challenge? 

- The Cur ious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time - Mark Haddon 

- Li fe of Pi  - Yann Martel
- The Help - Kathryn Stockett
- Animal Farm - George Orwell 
- Jane Eyre - Charlotte Bronte
- Lord of the Fl ies - William Golding

- The Enemy - Charlie Higson
- Cosmic - Frank Cottrell Boyce
- Wonder  - R.J Palacio
- Treasure Island - R.L Stevenson
- The Adventure Ser ies Lee Tony
- The Adventure of Huckleber r y Finn 

- Mark Twain
- Bl i tzcat - Robert Westall
- Holes - Louis Sachar
- Stormbreaker  - Anthony Horowitz
- The Hobbit - J R R Tolkien
- Madame Doubtf i r e - Anne Fine
- The Edge - Alan Gibbons
- Mi l l ions - Frank Cottrell Boyce
- The Secret Diar y of Adr ian Mole - 

Sue Townsend

Want a challenge? 

- War  Horse - Michael Morpurgo
- Great Expectations - Charles 

Dickens
- The Lord of the Rings Tr i logy - JRR 

Tolkien
- The Book Thief  - Marcus Zusak
- The Adventures of Sher lock Holmes 

- Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
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Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books 
you might want to r ead over  year  9.

(You should be tr ying to r ead at least 
one of these per  half-term) 

Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books you 
might want to r ead over  year  10 & 11.

(You should be tr ying to r ead at least 
one of these per  half-term) 

Animal Farm - George Orwell 

The Cur ious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time - Mark Haddon 

Of Mice and Men  - John Steinbeck

The Absolutely True Diar y of a Par t-Time 
Indian  - Sherman Alexie

Looking for  Alaska - John Green

Lord of the Fl ies - William Golding

The Help - Kathryn Stockett 

Life of Pi  - Yann Martel

Angel Blood John Singleton

Tip! Try to get into the habit of 
reading newspapers too! This will 
help for your English exam. 

Want a challenge? 

Wuther ing Heights - Emily Bronte

Junk  - Melvin Burgess

1984 - George Orwell

The Catcher  in the Rye - J.D. Salinger 

The Great Gatsby - F.Scott Fitzgerald 

The War  of the Wor lds - H.G. Wells

1984 - George Orwell

Animal Farm - George Orwell

A Room w ith a View  - E.M. Forster 

The Book Thief - Markus Zusak

Br ighton Rock  - Graham Greene

Catch 22 - Joseph Heller

The Catcher  in the Rye - J.D. Salinger 

The Color  Purple - Alice Walker 

The Cur ious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time - Mark Haddon 

David Copper f ield - Charles Dickens

East of Eden  -John Steinbeck

Frankenstein - Mary Shelley

The Grapes of Wrath - John Steinbeck

The Great Gatsby - F.Scott Fitzgerald 

The Help - Kathryn Stockett 

I  Know  Why the Caged Bir d Sings - Maya 
Angelou 

Jane Eyre - Charlotte Bronte
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