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 Fr iday 21st December  2018 

 Dear  All , 

 I t has been a long and successful term w ith many and var ied successes. I  
have much enjoyed talking to the students this week whi lst giving out my 
weekly Headteacher?s Work of the Week Awards and many speak about 
taking new  oppor tuni ties this term, and having enjoyed the process of 
learning and developing their  ski l ls as they work w ith their  peers and their  
teachers. You can read some of the great activi ties that students have been 
getting involved w ith in this newsletter. Our  assemblies this week have 
celebrated the achievements of the four  Houses, Alnw ick, Bamburgh, 
Dunstanburgh and Warkwor th, and of the students? attendance. There have 
been so many students w ith 100% attendance this term that there hasn?t 
always been time to announce them all . There have also been several house 
competi tions this term where students have been able to work towards 
house points and i t has been good to see so many of our  students  learn the 
value of hard work by working hard. Congratulations to Warkwor th for  
being top of the league at the end of this term. The totals, however , are ver y 
close, so i t?s sti l l  al l  to play for  next term. 

 In the New  Year  our  School of Sanctuar y group w i l l  be star ting an 
anti -prejudice project cal led 'Free to Be'. This is a fantastic oppor tuni ty for  
our  school to get involved in a ser ies of workshops, use f i lm cl ips and 
discussion activi ties in order  to explore common prejudices that can give 
r ise to bul lying in modern society.   

 

We hope that some of the group w i l l  go on to become Anne Frank 
Ambassadors, taking par t in an innovative drama and media-based events, 
which create spaces for  young people to creatively explore topics and 
concepts that may be di f f icult to discuss. Working alongside a professional 
f i lmmaker , Ambassadors w i l l  develop their  ow n prejudice awareness 
r aising f i lm to incorporate into their  workshops.where they create their  
ow n assembly and workshop to challenge atti tudes and el ici t empathy and 
cr i tical thinking through peer  education.
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Mr  M.Snape

Head Teacher  

 As this newsletter  is published we are on our  way dow n to St George?s Church 
to enjoy another  wonder ful Carol Ser vice. This r eal ly is a great occasion when 
almost the whole school comes together  to celebrate the term we have had and 
to r ejoice in the community that we are. I t is so impor tant that we don?t 
underestimate the oppor tuni ties we have now  to enjoy developing and making 
progress together , especial ly when we remember  that such oppor tuni ties and 
such communities are not avai lable to other s around the countr y and fur ther  
af ield. As the great w r i ter  Helen Keller  said, ?Alone we can do so l i ttle; together  
we can do so much.? 

 I  would l ike to take this oppor tuni ty to w ish ever yone a r estful and enjoyable 
Chr istmas holiday and a pleasant New  Year , and we look for ward to seeing 
ever yone back at school on Monday 7th Januar y. 

 Thank you for  your  continued suppor t. 
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BBC Young Repor ter  

 They produced some fantastic r epor ts dur ing our  f i r st practice Young Repor ter  
day of the year. Young journalists of the future handled complex topics maturely 
and confidently, and some of them even hi t the deadline too! A great exper ience 
of the wor ld of journalism and media! 

 Stor ies covered included environmental issues, the controversy sur rounding 
palm oi l , Ar ticle 13 and how  i t effects YouTube creator s, and a maturely handled 
stor y about the controversy that sti l l  sur rounds breastfeeding in public. 

Mr  Ranson

 

Dur ing Takeover  Week at Marden High our  Year  8s have taken over  the Media 
Studio and found out what is l ike in the high pressure wor ld of journalism.
 

 Our  Year  8s had a br i l l iant day, and repor ts w i l l  appear  onl ine ver y soon! 



Year  7 get creative 
in Cross Cur r icular  

Project
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 This term, a small group of 
Year  7 students have been 
working on a cross-cur r icular  
project between the Technology 
and Media Studies depar tments; 
their  task was to create a digi tal 
media marketing campaign 
promoting careers in STEM! 

 This could promote STEM in school or  STEM 
careers and also give Year  7 the oppor tuni ty 
to take par t in some practical Media Studies 
lessons and learn about the wor ld of media 
marketing. 

 In an ?Apprentice?-style task over  twelve 
lessons, they went head-to-head as r ival 
teams and designed team logos, poster s and 
campaign videos, as well  as learning about 
careers in STEM and the impor tance of brand 
identi ty. 

 Another  intr epid group w i l l  now  take on the task over  the coming weeks. 

Well done to ever yone who worked so hard!

Mr  Ranson 
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Marden High Lumiere  
 Al l  year  8 students enthusiastical ly took par t in a var iety of exper iences dur ing the 
latest Super  Learning Day. 

 The programme for  the day involved ref lecting on the use made of l ight in the local 
churches and we were grateful to both Culler coats Methodist Church and St 
George?s Church Culler coats for  hosting groups of students. 

 In the afternoon, al l  students created and makd a Chr istmas themed stained glass 
effect panel to help decorate the school  

 

Here is the r esult of one of the other  activi ties which students took par t in for  
our  yr  8 Super learning Day, Lum ier e.

Students used know ledge of shadow  and l ighting to create these superb l ight 
boxes.
 Mrs Glover
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
 

X-Count r y Cham pionships

Well done to al l  of our  r unners who competed in 
the Nor th Tyneside Championships in November.  
We are waiting for  confi rmation of r esults but we 
alr eady know  that a key number  of our  students 
have quali f ied to r epresent the area.  Thr i l led w ith 
the involvement of many of our  Yr7 students.
  

X-Count r y Nor th  Tyneside Cham pionships

Our  teams per formed superbly well  at the event w ith many of our  r unners 
quali fying to go to the county competi tion at Temple Park in Januar y.

Minor  Gir ls' and Boys' Teams each came 2nd in their  events.

Junior  Boys' Team came 4th and the Junior  Gir ls' Team achieved 6th place.

Inter  Boys' Team came 1st overal l . Seventeen students w i l l  now  go for ward to 
r epresent the area.  Two students in Year  9  again dominated their  r aces to come 
in 1st. A student in year  8 and a student in year  7 achieved 3rd place in their  
r aces and in the inter  competi tion a student in Year  10 achieved 2nd place. 

A fantastic set of r esults for  our  x-countr y r unners.
 

Netbal l
U16 team played in a couple of league matches last week.  They successful ly 
beat Churchi l l  High School 17-3 but didn't manage to secure a w in over  Whitley 
Bay High School. Both the U14 and U16 teams went to RGS on Saturday to play 
in a fr iendly tr iangular  event.  Well done to al l  players!    

Badm inton

U16 'A'  Badminton Team (boys) successful ly won their  games in the league 
competi tion and w i l l  now  go for ward to r epresent Nor th Tyneside.

The 'B' team won one of their  games but were not able to go through to the next 
stage.  

Well done to both teams for  taking par t.
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Tennis

A Year  7 student successful ly won the 
David Lloyd Sunder land Winter  
County Tour  in the U14 singles 
categor y.  An excellent achievement 
for  her.
 
 

Dance Ci t y

Our  dancers are cur rently r ehearsing for  the Dance Festival which w i l l  go ahead 
in the new  year.  Two classes are successful ly r unning and the students are about 
to enrol for  the next block of ten weeks.
 

 Tr am pol in ing

Well done to a Year  10 student for  her  successful achievement at the Tyne & Wear  
Trampolining Finals, coming second in her  categor y.  

 

Footbal l  (gi r l s)

Well done to our  Yr7 football  team who took par t in the Rotar y Club Cup 

competi tion last week.  They were r unners up to Valley Gardens and played 

exceptionally well  throughout the competi tion.

 
 

Indoor  ath let i cs

Yr8 boys per formed well  in an indoor  

event at Marden Br idge coming 4th 

overal l . A student in Year  8 

per formed par ticular ly well  coming 

f i r st in the standing long jump.

 



Marden High School Newsletter Christmas 2018    

Com m unit y, Individualit y, Possibil i t y

 

Footbal l  (boys)

U12 football  team came 3rd in the Rotar y Club Cup competi tion held at 

Royal Quays.  Well done to the players involved.

 

 Gym nast i cs

Congratulations to a Year  7 for  his impressive per formance at the 2018 

Mens? Ar tistic National El i te  + Club Development Grades Competi tion.

 
 

Nat ional  Taekwondo com pet i t i on

Congratulations to two Year  8 students who both competed in the ITF Br i tish 

Championships at the weekend in Scotland.  One student achieved two gold 

medals and a si lver  and the other  achieved two bronze medals at the event.  

One of the students was also successful at the ITF English Championship in 

London where she achieved both a gold and si lver  in special technique and 

patterns.  A superb set of r esults for  both gir ls.

 

Miss Stamp
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RE at  Mar den
 This term in the RE depar tment students in 
year  9 have been looking at the idea that 
suffer ing in the wor ld can be di f f icult to 
understand, par ticular ly in the context of 
r el igious belief, where people may feel that 
a God should be looking after  them. This has 
brought up some really interesting 
discussions, and as usual, I  have been 
impressed w ith the thoughtfulness, empathy 
and insight of our  students.  As we moved towards Chr istmas 

we began to look at how  people 
r espond to suffer ing and some of 
the inspir ational ways that people 
are able to deal w i th adversi ty or  
self lessly help others. Within this 
we looked at str eet pastor s, the 
impor tance of food banks and 
Sikh self less ser vice in par ticular. 

 Our  GCSE students were lucky enough 
to be visi ted by the Whitley Bay Street 
Pastor  Coordinator , Chr is Lincoln. We 
were blow n away by the compassion 
he demonstrated through his work 
and also by the time he was w i l l ing to 
give to suppor t other s. 

 We also learned about his work w ith the severe weather  emergency protocol 
team, suppor ting the homeless in Nor th Tyneside in cold weather  conditions. 
I  think we al l  left feel ing inspir ed by the impact individuals can have on our  
local community.  

 Through these discussions I hope that many students at Marden leave their  
RE lessons understanding the impor tance of individual?s actions and the 
benefi ts of helping others. I  think this has been ref lected though the volume 
of donations we have received for  the Whitley Bay Food Bank and the Cat and 
Dog Shelter. 

Mrs MaCleod



Mr  Hiscock's  puzzle  time

How  many squares on this chessboard?
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Four  students from Marden 
went to The Bay Foodbank to 
deliver  al l  the food that the 
school had col lected. They were 
ver y grateful for  ever ything 
that had been donated by the 
school .

They exalained tat i t had been their  
busiest ever  and had alr eady delivered 
hundreds of food parcels to fami l ies in 
Nor th Tyneside. They asked us to send a 
hear tfelt thank you to al l  involved!
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Look ing for  a l i t t l e fest ive r eading th i s season?

Take a l ook  at  the Engl i sh depar tm ent?s top choices:
  

The Goblins who Stole a Sexton - 
Charles Dickens

The Haunted Man and The Ghost?s 
Bar gain - Charles Dickens

 

Engl i sh @ Mar den 

Letter s fr om Father  Chr istmas - J.R.R. Tolkien

Twas the Night Befor e Chr istmas - Clement Clarke Moore

What Chr istmas is as We Gr ow Older  - Charles Dickens

How the Gr inch Stole Chr istmas - Dr. Seuss

Smee - A.M. Burridge

The Tr actate Middoth - M.R. James

The Gr eatest Gift - Philip Van Doren Stern

Little Women - Louisa May Alcott

Year  10 Chr i stm as Com posi t i ons: A War ning to the Cur ious

In the great Victorian tradition of M.R. James and Charles Dickens, Year 10 
have composed their own seasonal narratives to tell around the fireside this 
Yuletide. Here are some extracts:

I f  I  were to tel l  you about i t, about what happened, where would I star t? I 
could tel l  you about the place; a small tow n at Chr istmas w ith snow  delicately 
dr i f ting dow n to an ocean of white. Or , I  could tel l  you about the time; the 
year  1902, when I was a young man of 26, happi ly mar r ied. Or , I  could tel l  
you about her. Now , you don?t know  Angela (you never  met her  after  al l) but 
she tr uly was the l ight of my l i fe, the bauble on the tr ee, making me that l i tt le 
bi t better , al l  the whi le. Oh, i f  only you could have seen her  ?      

(Abigail Ger r a r d)
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?Chr istmas is fantastic!? he says, his young voice one of eagar  and joyous 
cheer. ?Isn?t i t, Granddad??

 I give a generous smile in answer  to his enthusiasm, catching his cur ious 
eyes, before turning back to the hear th and grate. The f i r e crackles warmly, 
embraced by the soft metal as i t sings i ts song of welcome to al l . 

 Unfor tunately, on this day of al l  days, even the welcoming hum and heat of 
the hear th is hard pressed to warm me.  

(Geor ge Gr ainger )
  

I t was exactly 13 Chr istmases ago, in the year  ?73, and I was tr ying to r emedy 
a r ather  aw ful cold w ith a br isk walk in the salty air  (though I had begun to 
loathe i ts bi tter  cur rent after  months upon i ts waves). But habit and custom 
are a given at this time of year  and I had nowhere else to be but that ancient 
tavern in the company of my fel low  isolated. I t was one of those places where 
people were fr iendly and you never  r emained at the bar  alone for  too long, 
despite how  brooding and begging to r emain undisturbed you might look.

 However , there was a man in the corner  of the room, his face basking in a 
r aw , golden l ight; his features shrouded in some meaningful shadow. I was 
glad for  the l ight, for  i t was the only one that i l luminated the wooden car cass 
of his body, sti f f , unmoving and ancient beyond his years. 

 

Right, well , I  think i t?s time for  a par ticular  seasonal stor y and one in which I 
star t at the ver y beginning. 

 A number  of years ago, when I was much younger  than I am now , I chanced 
upon a man by the name Rober t Taylor  who l ived in some large countr y estate 
just off  the coast of Scotland. He had, as I understand, not acquir ed his for tune 
by his ow n hard work, r ather  through a large sum of money he had inher i ted 
from a distant uncle who had died some years before. However , that did not 
matter  because he was a man who knew  just how  pr ivi leged his was.

(Emma Br own)
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As the f i r es roar  in the hear th and we share another  Chr istmas, I  am 
reminded of a stor y less jovial and festive than the one you might have 
hoped.

 I t was a stormy night, soft snow  rattled against the immense w indows of the 
grand manor  house. The tal l , highly decorated rooms were i l luminated by 
only candle l ights that projected singular  shadows upon the walls, al low ing 
darkness to creep around i t.

 I t was in one of the larger  rooms, of the east w ing, that he sat enclosed in his 
high back armchair. To his left stood a grand oak cabinet that he had placed 
his dr ink upon to r est. A thick leather  bound book nestled in his lap. The man 
sat w ith a cer tain elegance; his well-tr immed beard brought an air  of the 
professional, as did his atti r e: a well-tai lored waistcoat painted against a 
cr isp, white shir t.

(James Rober tson)

 
Mr  Horn 

The Geography depar tment

 This term has seen an increased 
interest in our  r egular  geography 
club which takes place ever y 
Thursday after  school. The 
power ful Iceland adver t tel l ing the 
stor y of the impact of 
deforestation on Orangutan 
population in the r ainforest has 
sparked a passionate r esponse 
from our  students and as a r esult a 
pupi l  lead campaign is under way. 
The aim of the campaign is to  
r aise awareness about the use of 
unsustainable palm oi l  and our  
students are working hard on 
poster s, presentations and sur veys 
to tr y and get the school 
community to think more 
careful ly about the choices they 
make at the ti l ls. Mr  Blakey



Marden's Drama Depar tment
 Wow ! What a fantastic term in Creative Ar ts! We are immensely proud of the 
creative achievements of Marden High students in r ecent weeks. 

 After  weeks of prepar ing for  auditions we were f inal ly able to begin 
r ehearsals for  this year?s school production, ?The Addams Family?. The show  
has been so popular  that we w i l l  once again have two casts per forming on 
5th and 6th March 2019. Behind the scenes is becoming ver y busy too w ith 
many of students r egular ly r ehearsing the l ive music and prepar ing for  
backstage elements of the production. 

 This term has also seen the launch of our  key stage 3 drama club who meet 
weekly and rehearsals are under way for  a var iety show  in the Spr ing term. 
What makes this club so special is that i t is planned and faci l i tated enti r ely 
by our  Year  11 per forming ar ts prefects. They are doing a fantastic job and 
our  younger  students are enjoying making new  fr iends. Some of our  older  
drama students had the great oppor tuni ty to par ticipate in a devising 
workshop led by actor /playw r ight, David Car tw r ight. I t was great to see so 
many of our  students explor ing new , imaginative ways of creating theatre! 

 I t?s been a busy term in the 
Drama cur r iculum too. After  
weeks of preparation Year  11 
students completed their  
mock w r i tten exam paper  and 
rehearsals w i l l  soon be 
under way for  their  
per formance exam in March. 

 Meanwhi le Year  10 students have 
showcased their  f i r st devised 
per formance to pupi ls from some of our  
local pr imar y schools as well  as our  Year  
7 students. The show  was a huge success 
and students are looking for ward to 
devising their  next piece. 
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Musical Dates for  
the Diar y

Adam s Fam i ly Show Tuesday 5th and Wednesday 
6th Mar ch

Spr ing Concer t Thur sday 28th Mar ch

Mar den 's got  talent  Tuesday 2nd Ju ly 

Sum m er  Concer t  Thur sday 11th Ju ly 
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The Music depar tment have also been working hard this term as Year  11 students add 
the f inal touches to their  compositions. Super  Singers, Choir , Ukulele  and Orchestr a 
clubs r ecently showcased their  work once again in our  Chr istmas concer t. We are 
eager ly awaiting their  next per formance!
 

 Key Stage 3 students have been explor ing Poetr y and The Crucible and next term Year  
7 are looking for ward to explor ing Shakespeare where there w i l l  be oppor tuni ties to 
develop ski l ls in stage combat, masks and costume. Look out for  photographs posted 
on the school websi te! 

Mrs Ber r iman

Mrs Gibbings
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Eur opean day of  
l anguages 2018

 To mark this day, al l  staff  were encouraged to greet students in a di f ferent 
language as they came into classrooms in al l  depar tments.  Mrs Mellor  
organised badges for  al l  teachers w ith basic greetings in a r ange of languages 
such as Icelandic, Croatian, Polish etc.  Both staff  and students enjoyed the 
ini tiative and we al l  learnt something new ! 
 

Russian Shopping Tr ip

Students from our  Russian class w i l l  
soon be tr ying out their  speaking ski l ls 
in a local business.  Mrs Lymar  has 
organised a shor t shopping tr ip to an 
Eastern European food store in 
Newcastle and pupi ls w i l l  have the 
chance to practise their  role-play ski l ls 
w i th native speakers and also pick up 
some Russian tr eats.  A great 
oppor tuni ty for  the class to improve 
their  accents and boost their  
confidence.
  

Spanish buffet

That time of year  again when the Spanish 
club hold their  annual Chr istmas buffet.  
Staff  and students w i l l  br ing in typical ly 
Spanish food which they w i l l  share over  a 
December  lunchtime.  A great chance for  
the pupi ls to sample tr adi tional dishes 
w ith Mr  Watson and Mrs Peter s and good 
preparation for  a tapas r estaurant tr ip 
later  in the year.
 Miss Mulvenney
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Mer r y Chr i stm as f r om  Mar den

 In r ecent Ar t lessons, our  Key Stage 3 students have been 
designing Chr istmas cards, w ith the w inning entr ies 

selected for  our  off icial Chr istmas card this year. 
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PTA Chr i stm as News
 The enthusiasm for  the PTA events and fundraising has continued this 
term and we have had a few  ver y productive meetings. 

 Our  Halloween Quiz night was ver y well  suppor ted by our  students and 
famil ies and a great night was had by al l . We also held a r aff le which was 
well  suppor ted by students, their  fami l ies and local businesses. Between 
the two events we raised over  £1000, which exceeded al l  of our  
expectations! Thanks to ever yone involved and al l  those who donated 
pr izes, bought tickets and suppor ted the events.   

 

This term we have used money raised to:

- buy production r ights to the Addams Family per formance to enable 
this production to go ahead next year

- fund a theatre company to come into school and per form a 
histor ical drama about suffr agettes and local women for  al l  Year  7?s 
and pupi ls studying Key Stage 4 Drama

- Set up and develop a gardening club 
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Final ly we w ish ever yone a ver y Mer r y Chr istmas and a Happy New  Year !
 

 2019 ideas are in the ear ly stages of planning and we have some ver y exci ting 
events coming up so stay tuned for  updates! 

 Whi lst we raise money for  the school, we are also looking at var ious ideas 
around helping our  local community and we are suppor ting the Community 

School Clothing Company. Fur ther  detai ls of how  our  fami l ies can help w i l l  be 
sent out in the New  Year. 
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The LRC is open to students between 8.30am and 4.00pm, although the space is l imited. 
Morning passes are avai lable from the school off ice. This is a quiet area for  students to r ead, 
r evise and complete homework before school, break, lunchtimes and after  school. There are 
desks and computer s avai lable to use and many new ly r eleased books and comfor table 
seating areas in which to r ead

Christmas 2018    

Mar den's LRC

Mr s Pot ter 's poet r y 
com pet i t i on w inner s!

This years Chr ist m as poet ry com pet it ion  f inalist s:

1st - Lucy Guy and Mia Sm alley

2nd- Scar let t  Ell is

3rd - Sam irah Ram zan and Grace Hogan
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LOST PROPERTY
Please ensure that al l  i tems of clothing are clear ly marked w ith your  chi ld?s name. We 
have a lost proper ty box in the main off ice  where students may search for  ?lost? i tems. 

The box is emptied at the end of each half  term and al l  i tems remaining w i l l  be 
r ecycled. 

The lost proper ty w i l l  be emptied on :  Fr iday 11th Januar y

REMINDER : MOBILE PHONES IN SCHOOL

Mobi le phones ar e not  to be used by students dur ing school  t im es, un less 
ex pr ess per m ission has been given by a teacher  for  i t  to be used for  l ear n ing 
pur poses. ( 08.45hr s - 15.15hr s )

Students w i l l  have thei r  phones conf i scated unt i l  t he end of  the day i f  
caught  using them  in  school .

At Marden High School, we have invested in a 
Parent Por tal so that you can get accurate, 
up-to-date information about your  chi ld. We 
provide access to Attendance, Achievement, 
Behaviour , Exam Dates / Results and Repor ts 
in r eal-time, and we also use the Parent 
Por tal to make Parents Evening bookings.

To access the parent por tal, you need to visi t 
mardenhigh.net, then cl ick on ei ther  the 
Parent Por tal l ink on the r ight, or  cl ick on 
Parents |  Parent Por tal. Your  username w i l l  
be your  emai l address. I f  you haven't given 
us your  emai l address, you can contact 

off ice@mardenhigh.net to get your  emai l 
address updated. I f  you don't want to use 
your  emai l address, we can generate a 
username for  you and provide you w ith 
those log on detai ls. I f  you have forgotten 
your  password, then you can use the "Don't 
know  your  password?" l ink on the Parent 
Por tal log on page. Passwords can also be 
r eset by emai l ing off ice@mardenhigh.net

There are some quick guides on how  to use 
the por tal under  Parents |  Parent Por tal 
Guides. 

PARENT PORTAL INFORMATION
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http://mardenhigh.net/

