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 Dear  All ,

As you are aware, one of the essential aspects 
of education and development here at Marden 
is making sure that al l  of our  students have 
the r ight information and decision making 
ski l ls so that they can make informed choices 
for  the future. To this end, we have developed 
a comprehensive calendar  of careers events 
which star t long before students are in their  
f inal year. This can be found in the Careers 
section of our  websi te. One of the exci ting new  
ventures we are developing is a programme of 
careers talks from a var iety of people involved 
in a r ange of ser vices, businesses and other  
organisations. We would be ver y keen to hear  
from anybody in our  community who would 
l ike to contr ibute to this programme, by giving 
a shor t talk on what i t is they do in their  job, 
the quali f ications and ski l ls needed for  i t, and 
the route they have taken to get there. We 
think that having a w ide var iety of such talks 
w i l l  give the students a r eal ly good insight into 
what the possibi l i t ies are for  them in the 
future, and help them to r ef lect on the ski l ls 
they need to develop and are developing here 
at Marden. Students and their  parents w i l l  be 
invi ted to attend these talks after  school so 
that they can choose to investigate the areas 
that most interest them. In order  to assist our  
planning of these events, I  would be grateful i f  
you could contact me or  Mrs Brennan, our  
Wor ld of Work coordinator , i f  you feel that 
you, or  a member  of your  fami ly may be able 
to contr ibute to these Careers talks. You may 
w ish to have a look at some of the ?I could ? ? 
stor ies which give an idea of the type of 
information we are aiming at providing for  
our  students:

https://w w w.youtube.com/user /icouldstor ies

Whi lst our  Year  11 students have been busy 
prepar ing for  and si tting their  second week of 
exams, the r est of our  students have had the 
oppor tuni ty to select their  Head Gir l  and Head 
Boy from a shor tl ist of senior  prefects. We are 
ver y impressed w ith the enthusiasm of our  
Year  10 prefects so far , and w ith the matur i ty 
and responsibi l i ty w i th which they have 
approached their  new  roles. Nine of these 
students have presented, not only to the 
Senior  Leadership Team and their  Head of 
Year , but have also produced a shor t campaign 
video watched by ever ybody in the school. 
These presentations have been an impor tant 
par t of the selection process, as the voting by 
students and staff  w i l l  also be. The successful 
candidates w i l l  have an impor tant role in our  
school community, as they w i l l  be leading the 
other  prefects in their  work, acting as a role 
model to other  students in the school, and 
representing the student body at impor tant 
events such as open days and dur ing VIP 
visi ts.

As ever , our  teachers continue to go the extr a 
mi le in suppor ting our  students w ith their  
exam preparation, and there is another  
programme of r evision sessions dur ing the 
half  term holidays. This can be found in the 
exams section of the school websi te. 

Dur ing the f i r st week back after  the holiday, 
we w i l l  be hosting another  Open Day on 
Fr iday 8th June. This is designed to al low  
parents of Year  5 (or  younger ) chi ldren to 
come and have a look around the school, and 
exper ience some of the great learning and 
activi ties going on. Please remind any family 
or  fr iends w ith chi ldren of that age about this 
event. Places on the Open Day can be booked 
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 by cal l ing the school. We are looking for ward 
to show ing lots of people around.

We also have our  Year  8 parents evening 
dur ing the f i r st week back. This w i l l  take place 
on Thursday 7th June.

Last Fr iday evening we had a team of Year  7 
students competing in a r ugby league festival 
at Kingston Park fol lowed by watching the 
Newcastle Thunder   vs Bradford Bulls game. 
This was a great event enjoyed by al l . Of the 6 
games played at the festival they won f ive and 
drew  one game.  They conceded only one tr y 
throughout. Well done to al l  students 
par ticipating. Their  behaviour  was impeccable 
and they were a credi t to the school.

A Year  7 rounders team played in their  f i r st 
matches on Monday evening.  I t was a tr ial 
team and the gir ls have to be congratulated on 
their  commitment and responsibi l i ty when 
representing the school.  They won two games 
and were in the process of completing their  
thir d game when the match had to be cut 
shor t due to time. Congratulations to al l .

In athletics we continue to have considerable 
success. Year  7 and Year  8 athletes took par t in 
tr ials on Wednesday w ith a number  of them 
quali fying for  Nor th Tyneside r epresentation. 
Confi rmation of these results w i l l  be r eleased 
next week. We have alr eady had confi rmation 
that 18 students from year  9 and year  10 have 
quali f ied to r epresent the county at 
Wentwor th in Hexham on Saturday 9th June.  
On Thursday evening we took 35 students to St 
Thomas More in the Nor th Tyneside Schools 
Athletics and this was to quali fy to r epresent 
Nor th Tyneside Minors at Monkton Stadium. 
All  students showed great spor tsmanship and 

many students were successful. 

I  hope al l  our  students have an enjoyable 
holiday, and we look for ward to seeing 
ever yone back r ested and rar ing to go on 
Monday 4th June.

Thank you for  your  continued suppor t.

 

Mr  M. Snape

Head Teacher
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Moder n For eign 
Languages 
 

France and Germany tr ip
Not long now  ti l l  we go on our  annual tr ip to Par is and 

Boppard.  34 Year  9 students w i l l  be spending 3 days in 

France and 3 days in Germany at the end of next half  term.  

The tr ip has always been a highl ight of the school year  for  us 

and the students so we hope that this year  w i l l  be no 

di f ferent.  We w i l l  be holding a meeting for  parents and students involved on 19th June.  This 

w i l l  be an oppor tuni ty for  us to r un through the i tinerar y and answer  any questions parents 

may have.

 

Tapas 
Revolution!
Several of our  Year  7 Spanish Club 
members r ecently took par t in a tr ip to a 
lovely tapas r estaurant in Newcastle.  The 
tr ip, organised by Mrs Peter s and Mr  

Watson, has become an annual event and 
has been a great chance for  pupi ls to 
showcase what they have learnt since 
September.  They were expected to order  
in Spanish and sample al l  of the 
tr adi tional tapas on offer , even chocolate 
shots!!  Yet again, the exper ience was 
enjoyed by ever ybody involved and we 
hope to organise simi lar  events in the 
future.
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 Félicitations
Well done to al l  of our  Y11 French students who have now  f inished their  language exams.  The 
students have worked ver y hard over  the last few  months and produced some excellent 
per formances in the Speaking test at the end of Apr i l .  We hope their  hard work and resi l ience 
w i l l  br ing them the success they deser ve.
 

MATHS
 A busy time w ithin the Maths depar tment w ith year  11 

students making that f inal push towards the exams. We 

have held a 2 day maths conference for  year  11 students 

which was ver y well  r eceived and the extr a r evision is sti l l  

taking place on a Wednesday after  school in what we cal l  the aftermath so please ensure your  

chi ld is attending to ensure focus in that f inal push. 

Secondly the year  9 maths ambassadors got to f lex their  mathematical muscle when 

deliver ing the lessons they had planned to our  new  intake for  next year. The students 

working on this project have gained confidence and their  lessons went dow n a storm 

w ith the year  6 students.

 
 There is a great oppor tuni ty for  our  year  9 and 10 students to take control of their  ow n learning 

and visi t Newcastle Univer si ty for  a WISDOM (Women In Science Doing Outstanding Maths) talk 

which has had a hugely posi tive impact on them in the past.  The information is below.

 

Have a wonder ful Summer.
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The Plague spreads to Marden
This half  term our  year  8 students have been completing a depth study on the plague. They have 
been studying the or igins of the disease and have 
tr aced i ts spread across the globe to Br i tain. They 
have then investigated how  the conditions in the 
tow ns and ci ties of Br i tain al lowed the disease to 
spread so quickly and violently and also the 
contemporar y idea of the causes and the tr eatments 
that were avai lable to victims. The students are 
busy compi l ing their  study into a f inal project 

which w i l l  be f inished after  half  term. 

What makes their  work tr uly r emarkable is the fact 
that the work is 100% self-r esearched, developed 
and presented. By taking ow nership of their  ow n 
work, setting their  ow n plan and deadlines the 
students have had an oppor tuni ty to show  their  
hard work, determination and research ski l ls in the 

Histor y depar tment.  

 

Puzzle Time
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Business Planning i n  Year  10 

Year  10 business students have been putting 

their  know ledge into practice as par t of a 

r ecent class project.  The students were f i r st 

asked to think of a business idea that they 

might want to develop.  Once their  idea was 

formed, students were asked to create a 

business plan. This meant the students had 

to r evisi t some of the topics covered so far  

this year  and apply the theor y to their  ow n 

aims and ideas.  Theor ies such as location 

factor s, calculating break-even points and 

adding value were al l  needed in order  to 

create a sound plan.

A business plan is essential for  any 

entr epreneur  who is thinking of setting up in 

business.  I t provides the oppor tuni ty to 

think through al l  the detai ls of the proposed 

business idea - r educing the chances of 

fai lure - as well  as being essential for  any 

entr epreneur  who needs to f ind funding for  

the venture. 

Al l  students in the class came up w ith a 

business plan.  Ideas r anged from common 

businesses such as coffee shops, clothing 

r etai ler s to more unusual ideas that used 

new  technologies in di f ferent ways such as 

3D pr inting and hydrotherapy (al l  patents 

pending!).

Once the plans were created, students were 

asked to assess the feasibi l i ty of the ideas.  

The class decided on the most impor tant 

indicator s for  the business?s success and 

devised a r ating system to judge potential 

per formance.  

Some students volunteered to present their  

ideas (Dragon?s Den style) and gained a taste 

of what i t would be l ike to pi tch to an 

audience of potential investor s.  Suff ice to 

say this was a gruell ing process w ith some 

br i l l iant questions and perceptive 

obser vations from many students in the 

class.

Next, students w i l l  embark on a second 

project that looks at marketing str ategies in 

greater  detai l .  For  this, students w i l l  be 

providing advice to a local business on ways 

to improve product awareness and create a 

stronger  brand image.  Based on the 

students? ideas so far , the outcomes promise 

to be qui te unique.
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Musical Dates for  the Diar y
 

Mar den?s Got  Talent  Audi t i ons Weeks beginn ing the 4th and 11th June

Students that have signed up w i l l  be given an 
al located audition slot to show  off their  ski l ls. 
We have lots of students interested and a 
huge range of acts offered.

Mar den?s Got  Talent Tuesday 26th June

The big night! Marden students w i l l  put on an 
excellent show  and we w i l l  f ind out from the 
judges who w i l l  be crow ned Marden?s Got 
Talent Winner  2018.

Y10 GCSE Mock  Per for m ances Fr iday 15th June

Fr iday 6th Ju ly

Year  10 music students w i l l  be per forming a 
solo per formance in their  music lessons. 
This is a practice r eady for  the r eal thing 
next year.

Massed Or chest r a Mor n ing Tuesday 12th June

Students that play in or chestr a w i l l  be going 
to Whitley Bay High School to per form w ith 
other  or chestr al musicians from across the 
county.

Sum m er  Concer t Wednesday 11th Ju ly

Our  f inal concer t of the year  where ever yone 
w i l l  be tr eated to a showcase of musical 
talent from soloists and groups al ike.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Our  students are taking the oppor tuni ty to engage in a ful l  programme 
of extr a cur r icular  activi ties operating across the summer  term.  Over  
the f i r st half  term there have been a r ange of excellent per formances. 

 Ath let i cs (senior s)

The f inal r esults have been confi rmed from the area tr ials and the students l isted 
below  w i l l  now  go for ward to r epresent Nor th Tyneside at the County Track and Field 
Championships in Hexham. The athletes should be congratulated on their  excellent 
per formances.  

Callum Penn

Daniel Murdoch

Emma Jardine

Ellen Patterson (res)

Peter Whitehouse

Aaron Carr

Joel Campbell

Martha Topping

Hannah Searle

Rhys Durrant

Aidan Rowan

Josh Harrison

Holly Waugh

Anna Sheasby (res)

Josh Blevins

Ellie Dunston

Luke Harrison

Owen Foster

Netbal l

Final matches were played last Monday by the U13 team.  They 
played really well  w inning two matches and only losing one.  Well 
done to al l  the gir ls involved in the netball  squad over  the season.

Gym nast i cs

Tamsin Hunter  in Yr10 is an exceptionally talented 
team gymnast. She recently took par t in the Junior  Br i tish 
Championships for  Team Gymnastics held at Spor ts Central 
Newcastle.  Teams competed from all  over  the countr y and she and 
her  team achieved bronze posi tion overal l .  A superb per formance 
for  Tamsin at this level.

Dance Ci t y Club

The next block of sessions are under way.  Dancers w i l l  be using 
the time to prepare for  a summer  per formance.

Spor ts Leader s

A number  of Yr10 students are now  working as Spor ts Leaders 
w ithin the depar tment and w i l l  be r unning var ious activi ties over  
the summer  term.  A group have organised a Dodgeball  club which 
is cur rently r unning at lunchtime for  Yr7.  They w i l l  also be going 
into our  feeder  Pr imar y Schools to help staff  r un spor ts events

Cr icket

The U14 team played Dame Allans on Fr iday afternoon.  They 
played really well  and only lost by 2 r uns overal l .
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Talented Per for m er s

Our  talented per formers who are par t of Nor th Tyneside?s Talented Athlete Academy, 
have now  attended a selection of workshops at Tyne Met College. 

Ath let i cs (jun ior s)

Students in Yrs7 + 8 are now  attending sessions after  school to prepare for  the 
Tynemouth Schools Tr ials to be held in the week before half  term.  This w i l l  be the f i r st 
major  competi tion for  the Yr7 athletes at this level.

Ar t and Photography 
GCSE Final Exhibi tions 
Once again i t is time for  our  Year  11 Final Ar t Exhibi tions. In Marden we end our  Ar t courses 
by holding an exhibi tion of work by ever y student; 
and then invi ting the famil ies and fr iends of those 
involved to attend a Pr ivate View. 

This year  we have students entered for  Fine Ar t 
and for  the f i r st time for  Photography. Both groups 
of students spent last week getting their  
exhibi tions organised and making sure they had 
ever ything completed.  

As you can imagine i t was a hectic week for  al l  
involved  - but well  wor th the effor t! I t was a 
pleasure to see the high standard of work and i t al l  
come together. I  w ish them ever y success in their  
new  ventures next term.
 

Ar t  wor k  by :   Gr ace Fletcher  

Luke Oakes

 Mr s L Noble      Ar t  and Design
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Learning Resource Centre

The LRC is open to students between 8.00am and 4.30pm, although the space is l imited. 
Morning passes are avai lable from Mrs Proud in the LRC. This is a quiet area for  students to 
r ead, r evise and complete homework before school, break, lunchtimes and after  school. 
There are desks and computer s avai lable to use and many new ly r eleased books and 
comfor table seating areas in which to r ead

Summer 2018    
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LOST PROPERTY
Please ensure that al l  i tems of clothing are clear ly marked w ith your  chi ld?s name. We 
have a lost proper ty box in the main off ice  where students may search for  ?lost? i tems. 

The box is emptied at the end of each half  term and al l  i tems remaining w i l l  be 
r ecycled. 

The lost proper ty w i l l  be emptied on :

8th June 2018

REMINDER : MOBILE PHONES IN SCHOOL

Mobi le phones ar e not  to be used by students dur ing school  t im es, un less 
ex pr ess per m ission has been given by a teacher  for  i t  to be used for  l ear n ing 
pur poses. ( 08.45hr s - 15.15hr s )

Students w i l l  have thei r  phones conf i scated unt i l  t he end of  the day i f  
caught  using them  in  school .

At Marden High School, we have invested in a 
Parent Por tal so that you can get accurate, 
up-to-date information about your  chi ld. We 
provide access to Attendance, Achievement, 
Behaviour , Exam Dates / Results and Repor ts 
in r eal-time, and we also use the Parent 
Por tal to make Parents Evening bookings.

To access the parent por tal, you need to visi t 
mardenhigh.net, then cl ick on ei ther  the 
Parent Por tal l ink on the r ight, or  cl ick on 
Parents |  Parent Por tal. Your  username w i l l  
be your  emai l address. I f  you haven't given 
us your  emai l address, you can contact 

off ice@mardenhigh.net to get your  emai l 
address updated. I f  you don't want to use 
your  emai l address, we can generate a 
username for  you and provide you w ith 
those log on detai ls. I f  you have forgotten 
your  password, then you can use the "Don't 
know  your  password?" l ink on the Parent 
Por tal log on page. Passwords can also be 
r eset by emai l ing off ice@mardenhigh.net

There are some quick guides on how  to use 
the por tal under  Parents |  Parent Por tal 
Guides. 

PARENT PORTAL INFORMATION
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