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MESSAGE  FROM THE HEADTEACHER

 Dear  All ,

As you are probably aware, there have been 
changes ver y r ecently to the GCSE exams. 
There is no longer  coursework for  most 
subjects, examinations are terminal ie at the 
end of year  11, and the amount and type of 
content has been made more challenging. 
This means that preparation for  the exams 
has also necessar i ly changed.  We have 
alr eady star ted to be more explici t w i th how  
students should be r evising, ensur ing they 
know  how  to organise their  time as well  as 
understanding which r evision techniques 
work best for  them. 

In the summer  term we begin the process of  
Cur r iculum review  for  key stage 3.  We w i l l  
be designing a cur r iculum for  years 7-9 
which w i l l  even more effectively provide a 
strong foundation for  the r igour  of the 
r evised GCSE exams. The development of 
l i teracy ski l ls, in par ticular  those of extended 
w r i ting, w i l l  feature strongly. I t is timely to 
r emind ourselves of the impor tance of 
students r eading and discussing topics at 
school and at home, as a vi tal par t of 
developing their  understanding and l i teracy 
ski l ls. The Easter  hol idays is a good 
oppor tuni ty for  our  chi ldren to get some 
dai ly r eading for  pleasure done.

We have had our  Rewards and House 
assemblies this week, and i t is always a 
pleasure to see how  many of our  students 
r eceive cer ti f icates and recognition for  a 
var iety of achievements including House 
Points and good attendance. In par ticular , i t 
is often di f f icult to select just two students 
from each year  group for  my Headteacher?s 
Awards, and i t is for  this r eason that the 
quali ties I look to celebrate in these awards 
are those which both exempli fy and model 

what we are looking to develop. In year  10 
this term, for  example, the awards were for  
r esi l ience in the face of adversi ty, and for  
outstanding work ethic, both attr ibutes that 
we value highly at Marden.

The U14 netball  team beat St Thomas More 
13-10 in a ver y competi tive game.  Well done 
to al l  the gir ls involved. Our  Year  10 team 
also had a great victor y over  John Spence, 
beating them 25-11 w ith a superb 
per formance.  Follow ing successful coaching 
sessions in school by a coach from Newcastle 
Thunder  Rugby League team working 
alongside staff , a team of Year  7 boys were 
invi ted to take par t in a festival at Kingston 
Park on Tuesday afternoon.  They per formed 
really well  and managed to w in al l  of their  
games.  Congratulations to the boys who 
played.  Also congratulations to al l  our  Year  
11 GCSE PE students who took par t in 
moderation w ith an external examiner  
coming into school. Their  focus and effor t 
was exemplar y - well  done.

The second meeting for  the Gir ls' Network 
was held on Wednesday 28th March after  
school.  Fi f teen Year  9 and Year  10 gir ls 
attended the one-hour  meeting which was 
held at the Leeds Bui lding Society in the 
Cobalt Business Park. This is the second time 
that the gir ls and their  individual mentor s 
have met, so the focus of the session was to 
get to know  each other  a l i ttle better  and f ind 
out what interests and career  aspir ations the 
gir ls have. The mentor s are volunteers who 
are al l  enjoying successful careers in their  
chosen f ield. They have undergone tr aining 
to be able to take par t in the scheme and are 
committed to suppor ting gir ls achieve 
success.  There w i l l  be a fur ther  9 mentor ing 
meetings this, and next, academic year  
before the gir ls graduate as Gir ls' Network 
Ambassadors in 2019.
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MESSAGE  FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Follow ing hot on the heels of the superb 
per formance of Grease this term, we have 
our  Spr ing concer t in the Auditor ium on 
Wednesday 25th Apr i l . This event promises to 
be a great showcase for  the talents we have at 
school.

I  would l ike to r emind you that the 
programme for  our  Easter  school can be 
found in the r evision section of our  websi te, 
and i t is good to see so many year  11 students 
alr eady signed up for  a var iety of classes. We 
look for ward to working w ith them all , and 
making the most of the time we have.

We look for ward to seeing ever yone back on 
Monday 16th Apr i l  and to seeing parents of 
Y10 at the Parents Evening on Wednesday 
18th Apr i l .

Thank you for  your  continued suppor t.

 

Mr  M. Snape

Head Teacher
 

 On March 14th, 
over  130 Marden 
staff  and students 
took par t in a 17 
minute march 
around the school 
f ield to r emember  
those who lost their  
l ives in the shooting 
at Mar jor y 
Stoneman Douglas 
High School in 
Flor ida last month. 
The march lasted 17 
minutes in memor y 
of the 17 people 
who lost their  l ives 
that day. The plan 
for  the march at 
Marden was 
suggested by Rober t 
Mor ley of Y8 and 
suppor ted by a 
large number  of 
staff  and students. 
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Lakeside School 
Challenge: 2nd-4th 
Februar y
?Year 9 Students Finish 2nd In National 
School Competition?

On a ver y cold, but beauti ful ly sti l l  Fr iday 
evening in the Lake Distr ict, we ar r ived at lake 
Windermere, r eady for  a weekend of 
challenges and outdoor  activi ty. Mr  Topping 
and Mr  Pr yther ch took six Year  9 students to 
compete as a Marden team in the Lakeside 
School Challenge, 2018. Eager  and determined, 
these six students did not let the below  
fr eezing temperatures hold them back at al l .

Each Februar y the YMCA National Outdoors 
Centre holds the Lakeside School Challenge. 
Year  9 and 10 students from schools 
throughout the UK compete against each other  
in a host of outdoor  adventures to become 
Lakeside School Challenge Champions. Al l  
challenges are designed w ith outdoor  learning 
in mind, to help young people:

- Improve communication and teamwork 
ski l ls

- Tr y new  and challenging activi ties
- Develop problem-solving ski l ls
- Become more r esi l ient
- Gain leadership ski l ls
- Adapt to new  environments and 

si tuations 

The weekend was fantastical ly organised and 
our  students were constantly busy w ith 
activi ties throughout our  2 day visi t. The 2 
days consisted of 10 team challenges, each 
challenge was rewarded w ith a number  of 
points, depending on how  successful the team 
had been. These challenges ranged from, 
bui lding f loating vessels out of bar rels and 
wood, navigating obstacle course and tr ee 
sw ings to nighttime expeditions and spot 
challenges in the forest. Nigel, our  instr uctor  

was great, but didn't make tasks any easier  for  
the students. Each challenge had i ts ow n br ief 
and students had to f igure out themselves how  
they could maximize their  points r eturn. 
Through excellent teamwork, constant 
r ef lection and sheer  determinations our  team 
of youngster s came out on top for  the 
weekend. Setting new  records for  some 
challenges on their  way, they scored a 
phenomenal 26,725 points. Only to be 
nar row ly beaten to f i r st place in the overal l  
standings. This is a fantastic achievement for  
ever yone involved and you should be 
extr emely proud of your  achievements. Well 
done indeed!
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Her e i s what  our  Year  9 Students thought  of  the weekend:
?From the weekend we all developed our 
teamwork skills, communication and 
resilience. Throughout the weekend we 
became stronger as a team because we knew 
each other's strengths and weakness even 
better than before. My favourite activity was 
the team wall because everyone was working 
together to help each other? 

?The challenges needed us to use skills like 
teamwork and cooperation/ communication to 
complete them. The part I  enjoyed the most 
was the fact that we all worked as a team to 
complete activities. Towards the end of the 
weekend our team got stronger as the more 
we worked together the better our teamwork 
skills became?

?The best part of our weekend was that the 
whole team was stronger than at the 
beginning and we were able to cooperate and 
learn much better from each other. We also 
managed to listen to each other?s ideas to 
make one big plan that would help us succeed 
in all activities and challenges we faced over 
the course of the weekend?

?I really surprised myself with my teamwork 
skills. By the end of the weekend we all knew 
our team and leader better we also worked 

better as a group to complete the more 
challenging activities we all learned from each 
other. The part which I enjoyed the most was 
team wall and everyone working together to 
help each other?
 

?I thought all the activities were very fun and 
needed good thinking and communication to 
do well at them. We developed over the 
weekend as individuals and as a team which I 
think was how we got the edge over the other 
teams. It was good to see the struggle at the 
start of the challenge turn into success as we 
worked out how to work more effectively 
together?

?Amazing weekend! So glad I took part in the 
challenge and was taught a lot of life lessons 
and can?t thank the volunteers there enough 
for being so friendly and helpful. I  enjoyed 
every activity we took part in and enjoyed 
being with my team mates and working to 
solve problems. Would go there over and over 
again. Easily the best school trip I?ve ever 
taken part in?

A great weekend had by al l .

Mr Prytherch & Mr Topping
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Celebr ate 60 year s 
of  com put ing at  
Newcast le 
Univer si t y-one of 
the oldest computing 
science departments 
in the UK. 

On 13 Apr i l  Newcastle Univer si ty, 
School of Computing are opening their  
doors to the public for  a day of 
hands-on activi ties and engaging talks.

They are welcoming the public to come 
along and take par t in programming 
robotics, sending secret messages and 
tinker ing w ith Raspber r y Pis and 
Crumbles. There are oppor tuni ties to 
learn from exper ts about the genius of 

Alan Tur ing, what Big Data r eal ly 
means, how  games are engineered and 
the magic of computing science!

The day r uns from 10:30 to 15:00 w ith 
activi ties for  chi ldren and adults of al l  
ages. You can drop in at any time 
dur ing the day and celebrate their  60th 
bir thday at the new  Urban Sciences 
Bui lding at Science Central.

This is a drop-in day dur ing the Easter  
hol idays that is pr imar i ly aimed at 
fami ly groups and small groups of 
chi ldren.

If  you would l ike fur ther  information, 
please see Mr  Wilson or  Mr  Rober tson.

DXC CODES ? A global  
chal l enge cr eat i ng 
exci tem ent  about  
Com puter  Science
Students at Marden High code club are par ticipating in a nationw ide competi tion r an by 
DXC technology. The competi tion involves students working together  in groups of three 
to develop a digi tal game using the programming software scratch.

The competi tion is spl i t into two categor ies, junior  (10 - 12 years) and senior  (12-14 
years) w ith separate challenges for  each categor y. For  the junior  challenge students need 
to create a game involving a spor t and the senior  challenge gets students to create a 2d 
plat forming game.

Students have unti l  Apr i l  27 to develop and submit their  project. Entr ies w i l l  be 
evaluated by a panel of judges for  creativi ty, or iginal i ty, technical mer i t & accuracy and 
good programming practices.

There w i l l  be local and regional w inners and the r egional w inners w i l l  advance to the 
global championship for  even more pr izes. Good luck to ever yone involved!
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 I t 's been another  busy term in the geography 
depar tment. 9M1 completed projects looking 
at the issue of r esponding to ear thquakes in 
countr ies of var ying degrees of development. 
The students were given the space to come up 
w ith their  ow n enquir y questions and they 
rose to the challenge br i l l iantly; 
demonstrating cur iosi ty and interest in the 
subject and producing some ver y creative 
work. Each group chose to del iver  their  
r esearch in their  ow n way, including practical 
demonstrations, quizzes and even a sati r ical 
insurance sales pi tch!

The depar tment embraced a theme for  wor ld 
book day which was inspir ed by dystopian 
futures stor ies such as the divergent tr i logy. 
Lessons were delivered on the future of 
mankind and possible utopian or  dystopian 
wor lds which await the human race!

Year  10 have completed their  f i r st ful l  GCSE 
mock exam and the geographers prepared for  
the exam in a ser ious and studious way and 
they were happy w ith their  r esults. I t was 
lovely to see students prepar ing for  exams by 
implementing a r ange of r evision techniques 
and working w ith their  teachers to address 
gaps in their  know ledge. 

Year  11 are getting close to exam time now  
and revision is picking up some momentum. 
There w i l l  be a program of r evision avai lable 
to year  11 in the f i r st week of the Easter  
Holidays. I  strongly advise students to make 
the most of the holidays to get star ted on the 
r evision process using the r evision techniques 
we have used in class, using SAMlearning 
activi ties and getting their  head around some 
practice exam questions.

  

Race For  the Line 
Rocket  Car  Chal l enge 
Dur ing the Autumn term last year  Marden High School year  7 STEM pupi ls worked on an 
exci ting national project to design and bui ld model rocket powered car s that they entered in 
the f i r st round of the national ?Race for  the l ine?  rocket car  challenge.

The Marden High School heat was run by r epresentatives from the Br i tish Armed Forces who 
commented on the quali ty of the models produced by our  students w ith suppor t from their  
STEM teachers.

Despite a few  ear l ier  technical problems w ith detonating the rockets that propelled the car s i t 
turned out  to be a  great day.

Marden student?s had some really successful outcomes and we are now  waiting for  
confi rmation of the quali f ier s for   the next round of the competi tion to be held at RAF Boulmer  
where they w i l l  compete against more w inning teams from other  Nor th East schools.

The eventual competi tion w inners w i l l  be given the oppor tuni ty of a l i fetime to w itness the 
Bloodhound Supersonic Car  r ace in Afr ica.

GEOGRAPHY - Mr Blakey
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Race 

Podium Team Time (mil l iseconds)

1 The Golden Eagles 50.4

2 Baja 51.1

3 Big Block of Polystyrene 51.7

4 Evil 52.3

5 Dunno 53

6 Lightning Bolts 53.1

7 Honsi 54.4

8 Know Name 54.7

9 Fire 3 54.8

10 The Seal Mobile 54.8

11 Raven Corns 55

12 Flash 5 55.4

13 Hafa 56

14 The Tryangles 56.1

15 Devils Jam 56.3

16 Special People 56.8

17 Pink ladies 57.3

18 Celts 58.6

19 Rocket Riders 59.2

20 Rocket Master Kaca 59.4

21 Raggy Rollers 59.8

22 Rocket Blasters 60.8

23 Watermelon Squad 61.5

24 I'd like to win 62.7

25 The Unknown 62.9

26 The Buffalo 64.5

27 Bananas 4 Life 67.4

28 Flaming Pandas 67.6
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 Wow ! What a fantastic term in Creative Ar ts! We are immensely proud of the creative 
achievements of Marden High students in r ecent weeks.

After  months of r ehearsal and an intensive dress r ehearsal process our  students per formed in 
the long awaited school production of ?Grease?. The show  had generated a huge amount of 
interest from students r esulting in two casts of per formers. Staff  and students worked ti r elessly  
to r ehearse song and dance routines, create their  ow n dance choreography, per form l ive music 
and help out w ith set design and marketing. The show  was a huge success w ith a ful l  house both 
evenings. Students are now  eager ly awaiting news of the next production!

 I t?s been a busy term in the Drama 
cur r iculum too. After  months of preparation 
Year  11 students completed their  
per formance exam on 23 March to a visi ting 
examiner. Students per formed extr acts and 
monologues from ?Find Me? (Olwen Wymark) 
and ?Two? (Jim Car tw r ight). Preparation w i l l  
soon be under  way for  their  w r i tten exam in 
May. 

Meanwhi le Year  10 students are busy 
prepar ing for  a ser ies of devised 
per formances which w i l l  be showcased 
dur ing next half  term, more detai ls coming 
soon. We hope that staff , fami ly and fr iends 
can come along to suppor t their  work. 

Key Stage 3 students have been explor ing 

Natural ism and scr ipted plays. We?ve had 
great fun w ith ?Our  Day Out? , ?TWOC? and 
?Let Him Have It?. Next term Year  7 w i l l  be 
explor ing Shakespeare where there w i l l  be 
oppor tuni ties to develop ski l ls in stage 
combat, masks and costume. Look out for  
photographs posted on the school websi te!

The Music depar tment have also been 
working hard this term as Year  11 students 
add the f inal touches to their  compositions 
and per formances. Super  Singers, Choir , 
Ukulele  and Orchestra clubs continue to 
r ehearse r eady for  the Summer  Concer t. We 
look for ward to celebrating even more 
creative talent and  hope that you can join us 
in July.

Mar den School  Per for m ance - Gr ease
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Wor ld Book  Day 2018 Miss Laing

After  r escheduling due to 
our  snow  days, staff  and 
students celebrated their  
love for  r eading in a 
var iety of ways on Fr iday 
9 March 2018. Fictional 
character s came to l i fe as 
Y7 students and 
members of staff , spent 
the day in fancy dress as 
par t of the l i terar y 
celebrations. There was 
a fantastic ar r ay of 
costumes including 
Hagr id, Eff ie Tr inket and 
Doctor  Str ange.

 

Our  lunch time 
l i terature-themed quiz 
was well  attended w ith a 
total of 15 teams. Mr  
Thomas and his team 
sw iped f i r st place whi le 
Miss Gibson?s group 
came a close second w ith 
just half  a point between 
them. Miss Goldie, Maths 
Teacher , won best staff  
costume.
 

Key Stage 3 students took 
par t in l i teracy activi ties 

and w r i ting competi tions 
w ith the English 
depar tment the week 
leading up to the big day, 
where Y7 crafted 
autobiographical texts to 
commemorate the 
occasion. Photographs 
from the event can be 
found on our  school 
websi te. 

In total, £123.00 was 
raised for  BOOK AID. A 
sincere well  done and 
thank you to ever yone 
who took par t.

http://www.worldbookday.com/ideas/charities-friends/bookaid/
http://www.worldbookday.com/ideas/charities-friends/bookaid/
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TICE: Cr eat ive Wr i t i ng
By Miss Laing

March 2018 Year  9 students continue their  creative w r i ting for  
industr y journey w ith Kath Wildman fromTICE.
 
Our  creative w r i ter s embarked upon a r ealm of academia, 
and what career  paths exploration of how  w r i ting works 
beyond the w r i ting may open. They were tr eated to lectures 
and seminars by guest speakers from an ar ray of w r i ting 
backgrounds at Nor thumbr ia Univer si ty, and a tr ip to the Li t 
and Phi l  museum and Nor thern Stage theatre in Newcastle.

They learned valuable know ledge not only about w r i ting 
f iction and non-f iction texts in industr y, but had a taste of 
what i t may be l ike to attend univer si ty as an English or  Media 
Studies student too.

Detai ls of fur ther  workshops, including preparation work for  
the students ?f inal show ? w i l l  feature in our  next newsletter.

BBC School  Repor t   2018 is Marden High School?s 12th year of 
participating in BBC News School Report, where 
our intrepid reporters plan and create their own 
news reports.

A group of year 8 students worked hard 
planning, f ilming and editing their stories 
throughout the day to a strict news deadline of 
2pm, as set by the BBC.

The team split into groups, and produced some 
intriguing reports on feminism, polit ics, sport, 
technology and our local area. 

Students worked with impeccable attitudes and 
enthusiasm to ensure that their reports followed 
BBC reporting guidelines, and rose to the 
challenge of using new technology, such as 
moving image cameras and iMovie editing 
software, that they had not encountered before.

Finished reports and updates from throughout the 
day are available to view on the BBC School News 
Report section of the school website.
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Brilliant spray paint artwork of planets 
from Aiden Clark yr 8

In the Science cor r idor  we cur rently have a tr ibute 
to Stephen Hawking. Stephen Hawking had a r are 
ear ly-onset slow -progressing form of motor  
neurone disease that gradually paralysed him over  
the decades. His br i l l iant mind came up w ith this 
equation which is a suggestion as to the r adiation 
output from a Black Hole.

GCSE Physics students now  have to learn more than 20 equations for  their  
exams in year  11. These are displayed along the Science/Maths cor r idor.

For tunately they don?t have to r emember  the equation for  Hawking 
Radiation

Mar den High celebr ates Stephen Hawk ing

Rel igious Educat ion

After  the Easter  hol idays the RE 
depar tment w i l l  be hosting 'prayer  
spaces' again after  the excellent feedback 
we had last year. Prayer  spaces is an 
interactive exper ience where students 
have the oppor tuni ty to explore issues 
such as forgiveness, empathy, wor ld 
issues and gr ief. We look at the idea of 
'prayer ' from both a r el igious and 

non-rel igious perspective, where prayer  is 
simply a form of communication, a 
method for  expressing feel ings and 
emotions and the major i ty of our  students 
have really enjoyed this in past years. We 
are looking for ward to this exci ting event 
in our  calendar  and know  that our  
students w i l l  benefi t from i t immensely. 
Please check the school websi te for  
updates on this as we w i l l  be looking 
for ward to shar ing some photos w ith you 
after  Easter.
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Learning Resource Centre

The LRC is open to students between 8.00am and 4.30pm, although the space is l imited. 
Morning passes are avai lable from Mrs Proud in the LRC. This is a quiet area for  students to 
r ead, r evise and complete homework before school, break, lunchtimes and after  school. 
There are desks and computer s avai lable to use and many new ly r eleased books and 
comfor table seating areas in which to r ead

Spring 2018    

The Evening Chronicle: a w r i teup 
of Josh Blevins (Year  8) about his 
excellent r unning success a few  
weeks ago. The photograph above 
is of Josh reading an ar ticle about 
himself.

Spor ts r el i ef  was held on Fr iday 23rd March. Al l  
students were al lowed to wear  yel low , r ed, orange or  
spor ty i tems of clothing. We had a var iety of activi ties 
in the spor ts hal l  dur ing lunch time.  We raised a 
grand total of  £693.45 

 Congratulations to ever yone who entered the Easter  poetr y 
competi tion!

The w inner  was Alexis Johnson from 7M, and runner -up 
Holly Mitchell  from 7A. Well done to ever yone who 
entered. 

Easter  Poet r y Com pet i t i on
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LOST PROPERTY
Please ensure that al l  i tems of clothing are clear ly marked w ith your  chi ld?s name. We 
have a lost proper ty box in the main off ice  where students may search for  ?lost? i tems. 

The box is emptied at the end of each half  term and al l  i tems remaining w i l l  be 
r ecycled. 

The lost proper ty w i l l  be emptied on :

Fr iday 20th Apr i l

REMINDER : MOBILE PHONES IN SCHOOL

Mobi le phones ar e not  to be used by students dur ing school  t im es, un less 
ex pr ess per m ission has been given by a teacher  for  i t  to be used for  l ear n ing 
pur poses. ( 08.45hr s - 15.15hr s )

Students w i l l  have thei r  phones conf i scated unt i l  t he end of  the day i f  
caught  using them  in  school .

At Marden High School, we have invested in a 
Parent Por tal so that you can get accurate, 
up-to-date information about your  chi ld. We 
provide access to Attendance, Achievement, 
Behaviour , Exam Dates / Results and Repor ts 
in r eal-time, and we also use the Parent 
Por tal to make Parents Evening bookings.

To access the parent por tal, you need to visi t 
mardenhigh.net, then cl ick on ei ther  the 
Parent Por tal l ink on the r ight, or  cl ick on 
Parents |  Parent Por tal. Your  username w i l l  
be your  emai l address. I f  you haven't given 
us your  emai l address, you can contact 

off ice@mardenhigh.net to get your  emai l 
address updated. I f  you don't want to use 
your  emai l address, we can generate a 
username for  you and provide you w ith 
those log on detai ls. I f  you have forgotten 
your  password, then you can use the "Don't 
know  your  password?" l ink on the Parent 
Por tal log on page. Passwords can also be 
r eset by emai l ing off ice@mardenhigh.net

There are some quick guides on how  to use 
the por tal under  Parents |  Parent Por tal 
Guides. 

PARENT PORTAL INFORMATION

Spring 2018    

http://mardenhigh.net/

