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PLANNING AHEAD
85% of the jobs that will exist in 2030 have yet to be invented.

You could still be working in 2079! 

Comparison:

People working today could have chosen their ‘options’ in 
1965.

The world has changed A LOT since 1965 and change seems to be 
happening at an ever faster rate.



FROM BOY TO MAN



PLANNING AHEAD
At KS3 you will have studied over 15 different subjects as part of the school’s 
‘broad and balanced curriculum’. We believe this is key to helping you 
develop as a well rounded, successful individual.

We still believe this is important for Key Stage 4, but you must narrow that 
range down to 9 GCSEs.

This presentation will guide you through the process and give you advice to 
make the right choices because choosing the right GCSEs will help to keep the 
right doors open for you.



TIMELINE



YEAR 9 OPTIONS PROCESS

What will you study

at Key Stage 4?



COMPULSORY CORE PROGRAMME

GCSE English Language 

GCSE English Literature 

GCSE Mathematics

GCSE Combined Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics)

Physical Education

PSHE (Personal, Social & Health Education)



THE OPTIONS PROCESS – STEP 1
You will have to choose to study:

GCSE Geography 

OR 

GCSE History 

OR 

GCSE French

OR

GCSE Triple Science

OR

GCSE Computer Science



THE OPTIONS PROCESS – STEP 2
Step 2 (Free Choice)

You now have to choose three other subjects (free 
choice) and two reserve subjects



FREE CHOICE SUBJECTS
Art, Craft & Design 

Business Studies 

Citizenship 

Computer Science 

Design & Technology

Information Technologies
Food Preparation & Nutrition 

French

Geography 

History 

iMedia

Media Studies 

Music

Physical Education
Religious Studies 

Triple Science
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MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICE
Choices should be based on:

▪Future aspirations

▪Aiming high

▪Enjoyment and balance

▪Skills

▪Achievement & attainment

▪Teacher advice



MAKING THE WRONG CHOICE

Choices should NOT be based on:
▪Friends
▪Current teacher
▪‘Easy’ option
▪Short term view (today and not tomorrow)



OPTIONS & BEYOND

The choices made in Y9 can affect choices later on.

For example if University is an aspiration, do look at the guide Informed Choices 
which provides information, advice and guidance about post-16 subject choices.

KS3 (Y9) 
Options

KS4
 (Y10 & Y11)

KS5 
(Y12 & Y13)

University / FE / 
Work / 

Apprenticeship

https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/
https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/


ONLINE OPTIONS FORM

Click on ‘Key Stage 4 Options

(2026)’ tab

Go to School Home Page. Click on

‘Learning & Support’



ONLINE OPTIONS FORM

Click here for the 
Options Booklet



OPTIONS BOOKLET

A copy of this 
booklet will be 
emailed to all 
parents and be 
made available 
on the school 
website on 6 
February 2026



ONLINE OPTIONS FORM



Click directly onto the subject name to 
add to your selection in both the 
Compulsory and then the Free Choice 
sections. To add a reserve click the 
reserve button next to subject name. 
Subjects (including reserves) will be 
shown on the right hand side of the 
screen.

Click the green “Accept 
Invitation” button in the email 
you received from sims.co.uk to 
register an account. When you 
have registered your account. 
Click the Log In button and enter 
your new details when 
prompted. This will take  you to 
the option screen. Double check 
that your (child’s) name appears 
at the top of the purple screen.



Click Save to save your choices and submit the 
form to us. The form can be amended afterwards.

The teachers in school can help if you are having 
troubles accessing the system are Mr Bentley, and 
Ms McCall.

Remember, your choices do not guarantee that 
you will take these subjects.

When all of  your choices are 
made, you can amend your 
order of preference here by 
clicking on the number and 
then the green box underneath 
the number to move to your 
desired order. You can do this 
for main choices and also 
reserve choices.



January 27 Year 9 Options Information Evening for parents
January 29 Options Information Assembly for students
February 6 Year 9 GCSE ‘Your Choice’ options booklet available on school website and 

emailed to parents / students

February 6 Options Fair for students in the Main Hall

February 13 Progress report sent home.

February 13 Link to Online Options Form goes live
March 6 Deadline for Year 9 Options forms to be submitted.
Ongoing Careers Interviews
Ongoing Guidance interviews with tutors / members of staff where necessary

June / July Individual re-selection meetings as required
Option choices confirmed

TIMELINE - A REMINDER



THE SMALL PRINT
The school reserves the right to guide students towards certain subjects and routes 
which we feel better suit them.

Please be aware that we cannot give a guarantee of every student getting the option 
choices they have chosen. 

Each option needs viable numbers but also has a maximum capacity. What we can 
guarantee is that we will do our best to meet all requests.

Once choices are made and a course has been embarked upon there is very little 
flexibility in changing course.



Any 
questions?

THANK YOU FOR LISTENING

Any queries, please contact me at the 
school: jmccall@enfieldgrammar.org

mailto:jmccall@enfieldgrammar.org

