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Introduction A Level Art, Craft and Design is a continuum from the GCSE Art, Craft and Design. It is essential
that students applying for the A Level course have a dedicated interest in Art, a conscientious
approach to their studies and a willingness to experiment. Students must achieve a grade 9-5
pass in Art & Design GCSE.

What is the course
about?

The 2-year course is structured to enable students to develop their knowledge and
understanding of a wide range of artistic techniques and processes including drawing,
painting, printmaking, sculpture and ceramics. Students will gain experience and refine their
skills through a series of workshops in the first year towards chosen themes. During the
second year, students will produce work towards their Personal Investigation which is based on
a theme set by the individual student.

Work produced for this specification will demonstrate the use of formal elements and creative
skills, and give visual form to individual thoughts, feelings, observations and ideas. Students
will show evidence of extending their own and others’ ways of seeing the world. Integrated
into the course is the study of other artists, craftspeople and designers to inform and develop
ideas towards their intentions.

How will I be
assessed and what
will I be studying?

The A Level Art, Craft and Design consists of 2 components:
The first component is the Personal Investigation which is 60% of the total qualification. It
incorporates three major elements: supporting studies, practical work and a written personal
study with a minimum of 1000 words of continuous prose. The personal study is assessed
separately from the practical work and then added onto the marks from the supporting studies
of sketchbooks and the practical outcomes.

The second component is the Externally Set Assignment (ESA) which is 40% of the total
qualification. It incorporates two major elements: preparatory studies from 1st February and
the 15 hour period of sustained focus. The theme for the ESA varies each year and students
will be expected to generate and develop their own ideas from the given theme, which
culminates in the 15 hour final outcome(s).

Both components of work are internally marked by the Art Department and externally
moderated by a representative from the exam board.
A grade cannot be awarded to a candidate who does not produce work in all four
assessment objectives.

Current Text book
and further
Reading

See course specification for further information regarding recommended texts.
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/art-and-design-2015.ht
ml

Future Career
Directions

Textile Design, Fashion Design, Fashion Communication, Surface Design, Sculptor, Product
Design, 3D Design, Interior Design, Fine Art, Art Historian, Graphic Design, Computer Game
Design, Photography, Illustration, Animation and Digital Design.

Subject Entry
Requirements

Grade 5 in GCSE Art.
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