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Reading Resource for Parents and Carers
Shared reading is an excellent way to develop children?s language and communication 

as well as boost reading skills.  The Education Endowment Foundation has produced 

an advice sheet of ?7 Top Tips? for parents and carers.  It offers creative and engaging 

ways that shared reading can easily be done when children are learning at home.
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RE

In RE students have been engaging amazingly well with the different topics 
we are covering. I know it is not always easy to work remotely, particularly 
when some of the topics we cover can be emotive, philosophical or 
thought provoking. However, I have had some wonderful pieces of work 
sent back, and some great emails and messages from students.

In year 7 classes have been learning about religious founders and leaders 
and I had some of the most wonderful storyboards handed in last week. It 
was very difficult to select work of the week (below)!

Work of the Week
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Mrs MacLeod

In year 8 we have been looking at the Holocaust as part of our topic about 
human rights. As this is a particularly emotive area to study, we have 
focused on how people can survive despite all odds and also how the 
presence of evil can inspire people to do amazing things. In particular we 
are spending a lesson looking at Nicholas Winton who was a British man 
who saved many children during the Holocaust.

In year 9 we are finishing a topic on immortality. I have read some 
extremely insightful and well reasoned exam answers on this matter as a 
result of the students hard work and enthusiasm.

I think that the approach of my KS4 classes really sums up how wonderful 
all of our students are as they continue to try to stay focused and work 
hard at home. 

So a massive well done from the RE department!
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Mrs Cathcart
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Geography
This term we have been working hard in very unusual conditions and I would like to 

commend the vast majority of students who have been completing work to a very high 

standard throughout this period of school closure. We have had to adapt the way we do 

things in geography as we try to engage our children in remote learning. We have all had to 

become screencasters, describing the tasks in our lessons and feeding back to students in 

meaningful and purposeful ways. We have had to think about how we structure, set and 

monitor work through google classroom and I am happy to report that our new way of 

working is getting some great results. We will continue to look at this provision as we move 

forward and we will begin offering some small group seminars where we can have a higher 

level of interaction with our students so look out for that continuing over the coming weeks. 

In year 7 we have been getting our heads around a very pressing global issue. Our young 

people have been learning about climate change. They have been producing some excellent 

work looking at the causes and effects of our ever changing climate and we have paid close 

attention to the link between climate change and the Australian Bushfires which occurred last 

year. 

(Jack Mortimer - Year 7)
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Year 8 have been studying hot and cold environments and the link between the 

people who live there and the physical geography of these biomes. We are 

spending some time learning about the opportunities and challenges that come 

with the geography of Russia and students have been producing some lovely 

work around this. It 's proving to be a very interesting case study for lots of our 

children. 

(Philippa Springle - Year 8)
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In year 9 we have been carrying out an in depth study looking at the urban 

change taking place in Lagos, Nigeria. With one of the fastest growing 

populations and economies in the world it is a great place to study. Our 

students have been investigating the impacts of rapid urbanisation on the 

urban poor in Lagos and looking at the informal settlement of Makoko and 

the plans to bring floating communities to the Lagos Lagoon.

(Jay James - Year 9) 
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Mr Blakey

Our GCSE students have had to be particularly resilient and many of our year 

10 students have been exceeding all expectations in the quality of work they 

have been producing. They have written some excellent pieces of work about 

the management of the Amazon Rainforest and Thar Desert. Year 11 have 

been fantastic, in the face of such uncertainty they have trusted their teachers 

and continued to produce work looking at urban change in Newcastle which is 

just as good as the work they were producing before the school closure. 

All things considered it has been a very positive term in geography and as a 
department we would like to thank those of you at home who have risen to 
the challenge of home learning. We know that it is difficult learning from 
home but for the vast majority of you it has only demonstrated your resilience 
and responsibility and for that you should feel very proud. 

(Jaisalmer Windfarm - Thar Desert)

(Newcastle Upon Tyne)
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Miss  Parker
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ART

We have been running some fun exciting activities over the past few 
weeks and students have been non stop  impressing us with their 
imaginative pieces. Working from home really has not stopped our 
pupils from designing stunning outcomes. 

Year 7 have been working on Collage Art using a huge 
range of mediums including objects found from nature 
and around the home.

Year 8 are creating Colourful portraits using a range of drawing styles, 
techniques and software. 

Our Year 9 have continued producing work based on our recent Shoe 
project which has had some outstanding outcomes. 

GCSE subjects are working independently on their chosen 
concepts for their portfolio projects and assessment exams. 

We are pleased to say students have been engaged, enthusiastic and 
creative. Some of the work has put a smile on our faces and we are 
hoping that you are all enjoying the chance to work practically on their 
chosen lesson taks. We have even had some parents getting involved and 
making there own pieces which we love! 

We cannot wait to see what else is produced over the coming weeks and 
please be sure to enter the Royal Academy Art Competition posted on 
Google Classroom for major prizes, house points  and recognition in Art. 
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Year 7 Collage
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Year 8 Colourful Portraits
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Year 9 Shoes
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GCSE Lockdown Art
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Ms Olbrecht
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The Technology department has had to make a few changes to our planned projects whilst 
teaching remotely as the practical aspects of certain projects are unable to run without specialist 
equipment and computer software. In KS3 we have paused current projects and plan for students 
to pick up where we left off  upon our return. In the meantime, new mini 5 week projects have 
been created for Years 7, 8 and 9, developing crucial skil ls used throughout Technology subjects. 

Design & Technology

Key Stage 3:

Year 7 are working on 
developing their cultural 
capital, designing a souvenir 
to be sold in a country of their 
choice, They need to be aware 
of toy safety standards as well 
as suitability for young 
children. They will soon be 
moving onto Food Prep tasks, 
planning and cooking a ?Fake 
Bake? where they will produce 
cakes or biscuits that look like 
a savoury dish, quite a 
challenge.

The ?Product in a Tin? competit ion is a live, external competit ion that has run 
for a number of years now. Inspired by the ?socks in a tin? product students are 
challenged with developing their own product idea that could be packaged 
within a tin and sold - but it mustn?t require assembly and must consist of at 
least 2 of the 5 categories of material set within the brief. We?re looking 
forward to seeing what creations our classes come up with and hope that 
students are able to submit their entries into the competit ion too!

Year 9 have focused on developing their investigation skil ls and designing for 
a given purpose and target market with the ?Litt le Free Library? Project. LFL?s 
are mini outdoor libraries where users are encouraged to leave books they?ve 
read in exchange for one left by another reader. Students are currently 
developing their ideas and will later model these as part of a sales pitch.
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Key Stage 4:

In Key Stage 4 students are continuing to cover their planned units remotely. 

Year 10 Design and Technology students are completing a practice piece of 

course in preparation for the real thing in June. So far we have a wide range 

of lighting solutions being investigated, and hope to be back in the 

workshop in time for manufacturing prototypes to test out our developed 

ideas.
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Year 10 Engineers have been completing their theory work for their R105 exam 

and beginning their preparation work for the first internally assessed unit 

(R106).  Students are working on the huge crossover of knowledge between 

units and beginning to further develop their analysis skills using what they 

have learnt so far.  R106 looks at product design and how commercial 

production methods, quality and legislation impact on the design of products 

and components.  They are well underway with their preparation work.
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Meanwhile, Child Development students have been continuing with their assignments and 

investigations. Year 10 students have continued working through the specification - looking 

at the postnatal care of the new mother and the baby. This has involved research into how 

different factors and environments can affect a child?s development. Year 11 students, 

initially had to prepare for their exam, once they had sat the exam they returned to their 

research into the equipment needed for young children and the stages of weaning.
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Food Preparation and Nutrition students in Year 10 have been researching the 

Nutrients needed for the different age groups then planning and making suitable main 

course meals for them at home, so continuing to develop their practical skills, they are 

working on diet-related diseases at the minute and adapting traditional recipes and 

making them at home more suitable for people with Coronary Heart disease, 

Diabetes, and Bowel disorders. Year 11s are continuing with their NEA's making and 

evaluating their chosen dishes which demonstrate higher level practical skills and are 

either High in  Iron, suitable for the Elderly, or good examples of common street foods.

In Year 11 Engineering students had been preparing well for their exam due to take 

place in February prior to its cancellation. Students are now studying and making 

preparations for the next coursework assignment for Component 2. Assignments will 

still be the primary assessment tool and will be moderated by an external verifier over 

the course of the summer months as is normal practice. To help with this students 

have been given packs to continue with the practical investigations at home. 

Ms Nicholls
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Fantastic work from KS3

Our KS3 students are showing some fantastic resilience in languages and 

are producing work of a really high standard.  Y7 have been writing about 

family and pets  - we have received some great descriptions and photos of 

lots of dogs, cats and rabbits!  

Y8 are learning to describe their town and what there is to do at the coast.  

The most recent task required the students to give directions to different 

places in the area.  We have used lots of language games to practise this 

vocabulary so will look forward to seeing the results.  Our Y8 German 

students have also been describing their families and pets.

The Y9 French focus is on healthy living and students have been writing 

about what they do to stay fit during these difficult times. The standard of 

some of the work produced has been really high and we look forward to 

the students making even more progress when we get back into the 

classroom.

GCSE progress

Our Y10 and Y11 students continue to astound us with their determination 

to stay on course during these uncertain times.  The standard of work 

submitted has been very impressive and despite all the challenges being 

thrown at them, the students are rising to every challenge.  Y10 have 

produced some fantastic pieces of extended writing on tv and cinema and 

Y11 have submitted some superb mini assessments on the the holiday 

theme.  Here are just a couple of examples from Sarah in Y11 and Marcus in 

Y10:

MFL
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Miss Mulvenney
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The Modern Languages Department has been looking for all sorts of ways that the 

students can practise their language skills. One of the ways was with live worksheets 

which has been very successful as the students can combine listening, reading and writing 

skills.

KS3 Language Skills Practise
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Ms Mellor
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During the first few weeks of this lockdown we have aimed to link work to the 

programmes of study which the students would have been following if they had 

been in school.  This has involved setting tasks which are linked to skill 

development and fitness/exercise.  This has encouraged students to learn about 

how to perform and develop skills and to attempt various exercise challenges 

which relate to improving fitness for the named activities.  The use of short 

instructional video clips has kept the learning short and relevant and have given 

students the opportunity to create original sketches and diagrams about the key 

points.  The tasks have been used to develop understanding of key skills, drills and 

terminology in preparation for practical lessons once they return.  By incorporating 

short extracts of elite competitions it has also enabled students to view the skills 

being successfully applied. Due to the poor weather conditions outside, most of 

the exercise challenges have been designed for indoor work when at home.

Physical  Educat ion
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Miss Stamp

Talented Athlete Academy

Our students who are currently involved in this academy had the opportunity this month to 
access a workshop online, which focused upon the topic of ?The Importance of Recovery?.



Marden High School Newsletter 

Com m unit y               Individualit y               Possibil i t y

February 2021



Marden High School Newsletter 

Com m unit y               Individualit y               Possibil i t y

February 2021

Mrs Vickers
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World Book Day is almost  here!
Here is a Hal f -Term Hol iday Mission (should you choose to 
accept  i t ) in celebrat ion of  books and reading:

It  would be great  to have you al l  involved (staf f  and 
students!).

If  you would l ike to join in, send your photos/videos 
tol i teracycloud@mardenhigh.net . They wil l  be col lated into 
a montage that  (virtual ly) celebrates the day together!

Any quest ions, just  let  me know.

Ms Taylor
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Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books 

you might want to read over year 7.

(You should be trying to read at least 

Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books 

you might want to read over year 8.

(You should be trying to read at least 

one of these per half-term) 

- The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes - Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle  

- The Hitchhiker?s Guide to the Galaxy - 

Douglas Adams

- The Hunger Games - Suzanne Collins

- After the First Death - Robert Cormier 

- The Universe Versus Alex Woods - Gavin 

Extance

- The Enemy - Charlie Higson

- Cosmic - Frank Cottrell Boyce

- Carrie?s War - Nina Bawden

- The Foreshadowing - Marcus Sedgewick

- The Northern Lights series - Philip Pullman

- Noughts and Crosses - Malorie Blackman

- Treasure Island - R.L Stevenson

- Martyn Pig - Kevin Brooks

- The Ruby in the Smoke - Philip Pullman

- Small Steps - Louis Sachar

Want a challenge? 

- The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-Time - Mark Haddon 

- Life of Pi - Yann Martel

- The Help - Kathryn Stockett

- Animal Farm - George Orwell 

- Jane Eyre - Charlotte Bronte

- The Enemy - Charlie Higson

- Cosmic - Frank Cottrell Boyce

- Wonder - R.J Palacio

- Treasure Island - R.L Stevenson

- The Adventure Series Lee Tony

- The Adventure of Huckleberry Finn - 

Mark Twain

- Blitzcat - Robert Westall

- Holes - Louis Sachar

- Stormbreaker - Anthony Horowitz

- The Hobbit - J R R Tolkien

- Madame Doubtfire - Anne Fine

- The Edge - Alan Gibbons

- Millions - Frank Cottrell Boyce

Want a challenge? 

- War Horse - Michael Morpurgo

- Great Expectations - Charles Dickens

- The Lord of the Rings Trilogy - JRR 

Tolkien

- The Book Thief - Marcus Zusak

- The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 

- Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
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Here are some suggestions of books 

you might want to read over year 7.
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Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books 

you might want to read over year 8.

(You should be trying to read at least 

one of these per half-term) 

- The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes - Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle  

- The Hitchhiker?s Guide to the Galaxy - 

Douglas Adams

- The Hunger Games - Suzanne Collins

- After the First Death - Robert Cormier 

- The Universe Versus Alex Woods - Gavin 

Extance

- The Enemy - Charlie Higson

- Cosmic - Frank Cottrell Boyce

- Carrie?s War - Nina Bawden

- The Foreshadowing - Marcus Sedgewick

- The Northern Lights series - Philip Pullman

- Noughts and Crosses - Malorie Blackman

- Treasure Island - R.L Stevenson

- Martyn Pig - Kevin Brooks

- The Ruby in the Smoke - Philip Pullman

- Small Steps - Louis Sachar

Want a challenge? 

- The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-Time - Mark Haddon 

- Life of Pi - Yann Martel

- The Help - Kathryn Stockett

- Animal Farm - George Orwell 

- Jane Eyre - Charlotte Bronte

- The Enemy - Charlie Higson

- Cosmic - Frank Cottrell Boyce

- Wonder - R.J Palacio

- Treasure Island - R.L Stevenson

- The Adventure Series Lee Tony

- The Adventure of Huckleberry Finn - 

Mark Twain

- Blitzcat - Robert Westall

- Holes - Louis Sachar

- Stormbreaker - Anthony Horowitz

- The Hobbit - J R R Tolkien

- Madame Doubtfire - Anne Fine

- The Edge - Alan Gibbons

- Millions - Frank Cottrell Boyce

Want a challenge? 

- War Horse - Michael Morpurgo

- Great Expectations - Charles Dickens

- The Lord of the Rings Trilogy - JRR 

Tolkien

- The Book Thief - Marcus Zusak

- The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 

- Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
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Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books 

you might want to read over year 9.

(You should be trying to read at least 

Reading List 

Here are some suggestions of books you 

might want to read over year 10 & 11.

(You should be trying to read at least 

Animal Farm - George Orwell 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-Time - Mark Haddon 

Of Mice and Men - John Steinbeck

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time 

Indian - Sherman Alexie

Looking for Alaska - John Green

Lord of the Flies - William Golding

The Help - Kathryn Stockett 

Life of Pi - Yann Martel

Tip! Try to get into the habit of reading 

newspapers too! This will help for your 

Want a challenge? 

Wuthering Heights - Emily Bronte

Junk - Melvin Burgess

1984 - George Orwell

The Catcher in the Rye - J.D. Salinger 

The Great Gatsby - F.Scott Fitzgerald 

1984 - George Orwell

Animal Farm - George Orwell

A Room with a View - E.M. Forster 

The Book Thief - Markus Zusak

Brighton Rock - Graham Greene

Catch 22 - Joseph Heller

The Catcher in the Rye - J.D. Salinger 

The Color Purple - Alice Walker 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-Time - Mark Haddon 

David Copperfield - Charles Dickens

East of Eden -John Steinbeck

Frankenstein - Mary Shelley

The Grapes of Wrath - John Steinbeck

The Great Gatsby - F.Scott Fitzgerald 

The Help - Kathryn Stockett 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings - Maya 
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