


[image: ]

Upper KS2 and KS3


Contents
	
	

	page 2-3
	Key events and words


	Page 4
	Key teaching notes


	Page 5
	Holy Week Challenge


	Pages 
6-9

	Lesson 1 What is the significance of Palm Sunday?

	Pages
10-12

	Lesson 2 Why did Jesus clear the temple?

	Pages
13-14
	[bookmark: _Hlk61007982]Lesson 3 What was the significance of Jesus’ anointing?


	pages
14 - 17
	Lesson 4 What was so important about the last supper?



	Pages
18 - 22
	[bookmark: _Hlk61014040][bookmark: _Hlk63778691]Lesson 5 Why did Jesus die?



	Pages
23 - 27
	[bookmark: _Hlk61017408][bookmark: _Hlk64036055]Lesson 6 How and why do Christians celebrate Easter Sunday? 





	Key events and wordKey events and words

	Meaning

	Easter and Holy Week
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	The most solemn week of the Christian year, Holy Week is the week leading up to Easter, and is the week during which Christians particularly remember the last week of Jesus's life. It is a time when the death and resurrection of Jesus are remembered, alongside the events leading up to them. Christians believe that Jesus died on a cross just outside the city of Jerusalem. He was arrested by the Jewish authorities and then handed over to the Romans. He was buried immediately, but then three days later a group of women discovered that his tomb was empty and after that many people claimed to have seen him, alive. Christians believe that Jesus’ death and resurrection were part of God’s plan, to bring peace between God and the people of earth.
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Palm Sunday
	When Jesus entered Jerusalem on the first day of Holy Week riding, a colt, the foal of a donkey, the palms were waved and laid on the road before him to celebrate the King of the Jews. Three times a year the population of Jerusalem increased tremendously, especially during the Passover celebration. The crowd now in Jerusalem recognised Christ riding the colt into Jerusalem as a declaration of victory and salvation. The visitors and locals together sang praises and shouted “hosanna” to the King of righteousness who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in Hebrew literally means, “I beg you to save,” or “please deliver us.”
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Clearing of the Temple
	Jerusalem is one of the oldest cities in the world. Jews consider Jerusalem a holy city because it was their religious and political center during Biblical times and was the place where the Temple of God stood. The temple represented the holiness of God to his people.  Jesus came to the temple during the yearly Passover to find that the area had been turned in to a busy marketplace where people were concentrating on money instead of God.  His deep love and respect for God led Jesus to take dramatic public action to show everyone the real purpose of God’s house.  He cleared the tables with a whip and turned the traders out.
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Jesus is Anointed.

	In Jesus’ time it was common for a guest to have their feet washed when they visited a house. This was a sign of respect. In this story the woman goes even further and pours perfume over Jesus– anointing him. In the Bible anointing is a sign of respect but it is also a sign that someone has been chosen to do a very special job. In this Bible passage Jesus points to the fact that his special job was to die – something that is remembered at Easter.
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The Last Supper

	The ‘Last Supper’ took place when Jesus was sharing the Passover meal with his closest friends. During the meal, Jesus explained that he knew that one of his friends would betray him to his enemies. Also, during the meal Jesus shared the bread and wine with his friends telling them that even though he was going to die, he would still be with them. Jesus explained that the bread represented his body, and the wine represented his blood.
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Good Friday - Crucifixion
	Good Friday recalls the day on which Jesus was tried by Pontius Pilate and eventually crucified on Golgotha Hill. After his death he was placed in a tomb carved in the rock, and a stone was rolled over to block the tomb’s entrance. 
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Easter - Resurrection
	Easter Sunday celebrates the resurrection of Jesus. When the women went to the tomb to perform burial rituals, they found that the body of Jesus had disappeared. This was despite the fact that the tomb had been guarded by Roman soldiers. Later that day Jesus was seen by Mary and the disciples. Over the next 40 days there were many sightings of Jesus. Christians believe this shows that Jesus was resurrected.


	Passover / 
Pesach
	Jewish holiday commemorating the Exodus of the Jewish people from Egypt. The people were gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate Pesach when Jesus rode in on a donkey.

	Passover Lamb /
Paschal lamb
	The paschal lamb, in Temple times, was sacrificed on Pesach. It stands as a reminder of the blood that was put over the doors of the Jewish homes during the Exodus. Jesus is often described as the Passover Lamb as his death during this time is seen as a sacrifice.

	Sacrifice
	The idea and practice of sacrifice is found throughout the Bible. Sacrifice is seen as a way of approaching God, a way of saying sorry for things that we have done wrong. A sacrifice offers an acceptable substitute in place of the sinner and takes on the punishment instead.





Key teaching notes 
Most Christians see the Bible as telling a story about the ongoing relationship between God and Creation, with a particular focus on the bond between God and humanity. The good relationship was damaged very early on in the Bible story, with Adam and Eve eating fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. This action illustrates a human tendency to go their own way — or to ‘sin’. Called ‘The Fall’ by many Christians, this act also signals a separation and division between humans and their Creator: the intended idyllic relationship between God and humans no longer existed. God, however, continued to love his creation and seeks to bring all people back into friendship. This is the link with the concept of Salvation — of God ‘saving’ humans (and restoring the whole of creation back to the time before sin). 
Christians believe that Jesus was God incarnate (God in the flesh) and that he was as the Messiah, God’s promised rescuer. The death and resurrection of Jesus are the surprising part of the ‘big story’ of the Bible, where the relationship between humans and God begins to be restored. Easter is the holiest day of the year for Christians. It celebrates their belief in the resurrection, or the rising from the dead, of Jesus Christ and the restoration of the damaged relationship between God and His creation.
In many churches, Easter follows a season of prayer and fasting called Lent. Lent is observed in memory of the 40 days Jesus is said to have fasted, or gone without food, in the desert. Just before Lent, many Christians celebrate Shrove Tuesday by making and eating pancakes; this began as a way of using up ingredients before the Lent fast. Lent then begins with Ash Wednesday; this day gets its name from the practice of putting ashes on the foreheads of the faithful as a symbol of the season.
The week leading up to Easter Sunday is known as Holy Week. During this week, Christians remember the events they believe took place at the time of Jesus’ death – during the Passover Festival. Holy Week begins with the day Christians call Palm Sunday. This remembers Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on a colt, the foal of a donkey, welcomed by people throwing down their cloaks and waving palm branches, a traditional way of honouring a worthy person. In churches, palm crosses are often given out and kept by Christians in their homes to show their beliefs.
Christians call the day before Good Friday ‘Maundy Thursday’, remembering the day of the Last Supper. The disciples met with Jesus in an upper room to celebrate a Passover meal together. At services on Maundy Thursday, communion is shared, and in some churches the vicar or priest might wash people’s feet.



As you work through this pack and you look at each day of Holy Week – design a symbol in the boxes below that you think best sums up the important events of that day.



Palm Sunday
Jesus clears the Temple
Jesus is Anointed



The Last Supper
The Crucifixion
The Resurrection 

Holy Week Challenge

[bookmark: _Hlk63508431]Lesson 1: 
What is the significance of Palm Sunday?
If possible, watch this film as an over view of Easter https://request.org.uk/restart/2017/06/05/bible-quest-holy-week/ (younger)
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/gospel-luke-4/ (older)

Watch the video clip for Palm Sunday:
https://request.org.uk/bible/new-testament/john-an-eyewitness-account/ 

The same story is written below, or you can find it in the Bible Luke 19:28-40




Jesus Enters Jerusalem as a King 

28 After Jesus said this, he went on toward Jerusalem. 29 Jesus came near Bethphage and Bethany, towns near the hill called the Mount of Olives. Then he sent out two of his followers. 30 He said, “Go into the town you can see there. When you enter it, you will find a colt, a young donkey, tied there. No one has ever ridden this colt. Untie it and bring it here to me. 31 If anyone asks you why you are taking it, say, ‘The Master needs it.’”

32 The two followers went into town. They found the colt just as Jesus told them. 33 The followers untied it, but the owners of the colt came out. They asked the followers, “Why are you untying our colt?”

34 The followers answered, “The Master needs it.” 35 So they brought it to Jesus. They threw their coats on the colt’s back and put Jesus on it. 36 As Jesus rode toward Jerusalem, the followers spread their coats on the road before him.

37 Jesus was coming close to Jerusalem. He was already near the bottom of the Mount of Olives. The whole crowd of followers was very happy. They began shouting praise to God for all the powerful works they had seen. They said,

38 “God bless the king who comes in the name of the Lord!
There is peace in heaven and glory to God!” Psalm 118:26

39 Some of the Pharisees said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell your followers not to say these things!”

40 But Jesus answered, “I tell you, if my followers don’t say these things, then the stones will cry out.”
















Take a close look at the picture below. It is one person’s depiction of the Palm Sunday account.
Can you identify the people and places in the picture? What colours are used in the picture? What impact do these have? What do you think the artist is trying to say about Jesus? How do you feel about this picture? If possible, share your thoughts with someone and see if they think the same as you.
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These people are climbing the tree to cut down the branches that will be waved to welcome Jesus the king. 
A closer look at the picture




Jerusalem, from the very start, was seen as a holy city, one set apart for a central role in God’s plan for the ages.
A halo is a symbol of holiness, represented by a circle or arc of light around the head of a saint or holy person.
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The crowd were gathering in the city of Jerusalem to celebrate the feast of the Passover.

The palm branch is a symbol of victory, triumph, peace, and eternal life.



To the Jewish crowds and to many today the donkey symbolises peace, and a king riding a donkey is a king bringing peace.


The colours of gold and blue are symbols of kingship.

When the crowds laid their coats onto the road, they were welcoming Jesus like a ‘god’ or a conquering hero. This wasn't a preacher's welcome. It was a welcome fit for a king.





Challenge
Think about the story of Palm Sunday and also the symbolism within the painting.

Create a picture below that represents Jesus on Palm Sunday as if he were entering your home town, city, or village today. Who would be in the crowd? What building would he be heading towards? How would people show respect? What would he travel in on as a symbol of peace but also authority?

Write a short explanation of your picture.





[image: ]
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Lesson 2: 
Why did Jesus clear the temple?Need to know…
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If possible, watch this film: 
Jesus in the temple during Holy Week 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0115b7l 

Then read the following passage – you can also find it in the Bible:




Mark 11:15-19 - Jesus Goes to the Temple
15 Jesus returned to Jerusalem and went into the Temple. He began to throw out those who were buying and selling things there. He overturned the tables that belonged to the men who were exchanging different kinds of money. And he turned over the benches of the men who were selling doves. 16 Jesus refused to allow anyone to carry goods through the Temple courts. 17 Then Jesus taught the people. He said, “It is written in the Scriptures, ‘My Temple will be a house where people from all nations will pray.’ But you are changing God’s house into a ‘hideout for robbers.’”
18 The leading priests and the teachers of the law heard all this. They began trying to find a way to kill Jesus. They were afraid of him because all the people were amazed at his teaching. 19 That night, Jesus, and his followers left the city.


Righteous anger is typically a reaction of anger over mistreatment, insult, or discrimination of another. It comes from a sense of injustice. When Jesus cleared out the temple this is seen as an act of righteous anger as he saw what was happening as unjust and discrimination towards those coming to worship in the Temple over the Passover feast.
What examples of injustice and discrimination do you see in the world around you today? If possible, look at this page ‘What is equality and social justice?’ and watch the film clip https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znbrpg8/articles/z42khbk 
Write a short persuasive speech around a topic of injustice or discrimination that you feel strongly about. Or create a poster that could be used to educate younger pupils about a topic of injustice.
[image: ]


Imagine you are in the temple as Jesus begins to clear it of the money lenders and traders. What do you think each of these people would be thinking?
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	The Money Lenders
	The stall holders
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	The Priests
	Jesus


Lesson 3: 
What was the significance of Jesus’ anointing?
If possible, watch the free preview clip: https://skitguys.com/videos/mary-of-bethany?gclid=Cj0KCQiAmfmABhCHARIsACwPRADctmpbiwT0d23coQG7HGJ5c_TAf9W2lRszlrZ3XqOirjdEhzh4QIwaAmOrEALw_wcB Encounters With Christ: Mary of Bethany. This gives you an insight into why the lady anointed Jesus.
Then read the account below or find it in a Bible…





Mark 14:1-11 Jesus Anointed at Bethany

14 Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. 2 “But not during the festival,” they said, “or the people may riot.”

3 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head.

4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this waste of perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly.

6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 7 The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always have me. 8 She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”

10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them. 11 They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So, he watched for an opportunity to hand him over.














[image: ][image: ]Anointing the body or head with oil was a common practice with the Jews, as with other nations. Anointing the head with oil or ointment seems also to have been a mark of respect sometimes paid by a host to his guests.
However, anointing was also used as a sign that a person had been chosen for an important task. Prophets, priests, and kings were all anointed into their role. Dead bodies were also anointed ready for burial. 
Jesus is believed by Christians to be the Messiah – the chosen one of God. Messiah literally means ‘Anointed One’ and is the figure promised by God to the Jews for the salvation of the world. The Jews think that the Messiah will be a human being that will save Israel and lead the whole world into the End of Days and eternal peace.


[bookmark: _Hlk63778500]Lesson 4: 
What was so important about the last supper?
If possible, watch this clip of the Last Supper https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zrfgkqt
It is an account of Jesus sharing the Passover meal with his closest friends. During the meal, he explains that he knows that one of his friends will betray him to his enemies, and reveals he knows it will be Judas. The animation shows Jesus sharing bread and wine with his friends and telling them that even though he was going to die, he would still be with them.

Read the passage below or from a Bible:




Matthew 26:17-30 - The Last Supper

17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”

18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover.

20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”

22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?”

23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.”

25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?”

Jesus answered, “You have said so.”

26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”

27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the[a] covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

Making Connections


Helpful links:
https://request.org.uk/teachers/christianity-unpacked/christianity-unpacked-communion/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zwcd2hv 

· The Eucharist, also known as Holy Communion, is a celebration that remembers the Last Supper.
· For many Christians it is a way of remembering what Jesus did for them during that first Easter.
· The most important element of the Eucharist is the bread and the wine, and Christians will remember the words of Jesus at the Last Supper as they take the Eucharist. ‘this is my body’ ‘this is my blood.’
· The last meal that Jesus shared with his disciples was the Passover Meal in Jerusalem.
· Jesus moved the symbolism of the meal away from Moses to himself:
‘While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you.  This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.’



Creative
challenge


Make a triptych. You may want to cut the frame out and then stick it onto card and fold it so that it will stand up by itself. The middle panel should have the main image in it – this could be Jesus and his disciples eating the meal together. On one of the side panels, you may want to have the story of Moses portrayed and on the other bread and wine. Or you may want to have Judas just about to betray Jesus and Peter just about to say he does not know Jesus. 
Be creative and decide how you would best portray the main events and symbolism of the Last Supper.

[image: ]

Lesson 5: 
Why is Good Friday so important to Christians?
If possible, watch this film clip as an introductory to this topic: 
http://request.org.uk/issues/god-the-world-and-stuff-the-cross/ 



Timeline of Good Friday's Events
Before the religious leaders could put Jesus to death, they needed Rome to approve of their death sentence. Jesus was taken to Pontius Pilate, the Roman leader, who found no reason to charge him. Pilate had Jesus sent to Herod, the Jewish leader, who was in Jerusalem at the time. Jesus refused to answer Herod's questions, so Herod sent him back to Pilate. Although Pilate found Jesus innocent, he feared the crowds and sentenced him to death. Jesus was beaten, mocked, stripped naked, and given a crown of thorns. He was made to carry his own cross and led away to Calvary.[image: ]
[image: ]
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6 AM
Jesus Stands Trial Before Pilate 
Jesus Sent to Herod 

7 AM
Jesus Returned to Pilate 
Jesus Is Sentenced to Death 
Jesus is Whipped. 

8 AM
Jesus Is Led Away to Calvary 

9AM - 3PM (the ninth hour) The Crucifixion
Soldiers drove stake-like nails through Jesus' wrists and ankles, fixing him to the cross. An inscription was placed over his head that read, "The King of the Jews." Jesus hung on the cross for approximately six hours until he took his final breath. While he was on the cross, soldiers cast lots for Jesus' clothing. Onlookers shouted insults and jeered. Two criminals were crucified at the same time.

At one point Jesus spoke to Mary and John. After that darkness covered the land. As Jesus gave up his spirit, an earthquake shook the ground and caused the temple curtain to rip in half from top to bottom. As Jesus died a Centurion stated, "Surely he was the Son of God!"
If possible, watch this account of the events of Good Friday:
https://request.org.uk/bible/new-testament/john-an-eyewitness-account/ 
Or read the passage from Matthew 27:32-56



The Crucifixion of Jesus 

32 As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they forced him to carry the cross. 33 They came to a place called Golgotha (which means “the place of the skull”). 34 There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it. 35 When they had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 36 And sitting down, they kept watch over him there. 37 Above his head they placed the written charge against him: this is jesus, the king of the Jews.

38 Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!” 41 In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. 42 “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the king of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 In the same way the rebels who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him.

45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).
 
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.”
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.”

50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.
51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many people.
54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!”
55 Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his needs. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons.


The cross has become an important symbol of the Christian faith. For many Christians it is a symbol of God’s love as it is a reminder of Christ's sacrifice at Calvary—"the Passover Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world." The empty cross also reminds Christians of Jesus' victory over sin and death, since it is believed that through His death and resurrection, He conquered death itself. 
Cross designs
Some crosses are depicted with Jesus still on them – these emphasise the sacrifice that Jesus made. These crosses are most associated with Good Friday. Other crosses are empty crosses – these emphasise the resurrection and victory over death – these crosses are most associated with Easter Sunday. 
Challenge
Look at the crosses on the next page and decide whether you think they celebrate the sacrifice of Good Friday, the victory of Easter Sunday or could be seen as either. Cut them out and put them (or write their number) onto the Venn diagram below.
The Cross
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Looking back now Christians often see the cross as a sign of hope this is because they can see it through the events of Easter Sunday when they believe that Jesus was raised from the dead. For those disciples who were there at the time and for Jesus’ family this would not have been the case – this would have seemed the darkest day of their lives. 

Living through this past year with Covid19 and all that has meant – this may well be the darkest times we will ever have to face. It is in times like this when we, as humans will search for hope. Read the poem ‘Good Hope’ by Benjamin Zephaniah, think about the story of Easter, and then write your own poem or speech or create a picture or model around the theme of hope for this time.



My hope…
Good Hope by Benjamin Zephaniah

I believe.
There is enough food.
On this planet
For everyone.
I believe,
That it is possible
For all people
To live in peace.
I believe,
We can live
Without guns,
I believe everyone
Is important.

I believe there are good
Christians




And good Muslims,
Good Jews
And good not sures.

I believe
There is good in everyone.
I believe in people.
If I did not believe
I would stop writing.

I know
Every day
Children cry for water,
And every day
Racists attack.











Still every day
Children play
With no care for colour.
So, I believe there is hope
And I hope
That there are many believers
Believing
There is hope.
That is what I hope
And this is what I believe.

I believe in you,
Believe me.






Lesson 6: 
How and why do Christians celebrate Easter Sunday?

Jesus Has Risen
24 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” 8 Then they remembered his words.
9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.
On the Road to Emmaus
13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him.

17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”
They stood still their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?”
19 “What things?” he asked.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us.

If possible, watch this film clip that explains a Christian account of Easter https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/easter-sunday/ 
Read the account below or in a Bible Luke 24

They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.”

25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So, he went in to stay with them.

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”

33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.



Write a newspaper article about the accounts of Good Friday and Easter Sunday – use the template to help you. Include a picture and interviews with the key characters – get a balance between those who followed Jesus and those who wanted Jesus dead. How would each one of them be feeling? Would they all believe that Jesus had been raised from the dead?
Give a balanced view between those who believe he is alive and those who believe it is all a lie. 
Watch this video https://request.org.uk/jesus/death-and-resurrection/what-happened-to-the-body/ 
Or use the information below to help you.
Easter is the most important festival in the Christian calendar. It celebrates the belief that Jesus rose from the dead, three days after he was executed.
Visit this site: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles/z4t6rj6 for a summary of Holy Week and Easter and it also includes some fun activities for you to try.




What happened on Good Friday is important to Christians. But Jesus’ death on Good Friday isn’t the end of the story. Christians believe that Jesus did not stay dead but came back to life three days later on Easter Sunday. This is known as the Resurrection. This isn’t ‘normal’ and raises a lot of questions. The big question for anybody hearing the story is: Did it really happen? Clearly the first followers of Jesus thought so! And something must have made the disciples believe this. Nobody at that time believed that people rose from the dead like that. Even Jesus’ best friends needed a lot of convincing that Jesus had really come back to life!

So, what is the evidence?

EXHIBIT A: The empty tomb
The tomb where Jesus’ body had been placed on Good Friday was empty. Some people suggested that the body had been stolen. But who did it?

All the people in power had an interest in producing the body if it had been taken from a tomb that they had sealed and guarded. To produce the body would stop the story of resurrection in its tracks. But no-one could produce it. Nor can we imagine the disciples stealing the corpse: had they done so, they would hardly be ready to face prison and even death for the sake of a lie.

EXHIBIT B: What the people saw
In the Bible, the followers of Jesus claimed to have seen him. A real, living, man, not a ghost. St Paul writes in one of his letters to the church at Corinth (found in the Bible) about a time when Jesus was seen by ‘more than 500 of his followers at once, most of whom are still alive …’ (1 Corinthians 15:6). In other words, someone in Corinth who wanted to interview an eyewitness could still do so at the time Paul wrote.

We, of course, can’t speak to the eyewitnesses. We can only read what they, and those they told about it, wrote down. But there is one more piece of evidence…

EXHIBIT C: Changed lives
Something changed a bunch of scared disciples into bold speakers who told the world about the Resurrection. It must have been something really big to set in motion a movement that spread through, and beyond, the Roman Empire, and finally conquered its persecutors. The resurrection of Jesus Christ accounts for what happened later: nothing else can.

Take Peter, for example. He was one of Jesus’ closest friends, but when Jesus was arrested, he ran away. He was found hanging around the place where Jesus was being held a few hours later. Three different people asked if he was one of the disciples. Scared for his own life, he told them they were wrong – that he had never even met Jesus.

But just a few weeks after the crucifixion, he had changed completely. Peter stood in front of thousands of people at one of the great Jewish religious festivals and told them: ‘God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it’ (Acts 2:32). He began telling people to believe in Jesus and did so for the rest of his life.
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Passover
Moses



The Passover is the Jewish feast commemorating the freeing from Egypt of the Isrealite slaves, led by Moses. It is also known as Pesach.


Last Supper
Jesus


Eucharist
The Church


The paschal lamb, in Jesus' time, was sacrificed on this holiday. The blood of the lamb was a reminder of the blood that was put over the doors of the Hebrew homes.


Good Friday


Easter Sunday 
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As soon as Jesus and his disciples arrive in Jerusalem they go fo the temple.

The temple courts would have been very busy as it was Passover, and many
Jews made the joumney fo Jerusalem to make a sacrifice and worship there.

It was customary for animals to be sacrificed. However, the animals that were fo
be offered as sacrifices had fo be checked for purity. Some of the traders were
selling these animals for sacrifice at ten or 15 fimes their usual price.

The temple also had its own cumrency, only special coins were accepted. Roman
coins with the image of the emperor were not accepted. Therefore, money had
to be changed info the correct currency and the money changers charged an
exiremely large fee.

Jesus was furious that people coming to worship God were taken advantage of.
He reacted violently as he overturned the tfables of the money changers and
those seling doves. He said that his Father's house was to be a place of prayer,
but that it had been made into a den of robbers.
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Create a comic strip to retell the account of Jesus’ anointing.

Use speech and thought bubbles to show the different thoughts and
feelings of the people in the room. Make it clear why you think the
woman did what she did.
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