
Choosing your options
BTEC ICT  vs  Computer Science



The Differences
One of the main differences between Computer 
Science and Btec ICT is the amount of 
Controlled Assessment vs. Written Exams.

Another key difference is the content. 
Computer Science is more theoretical and is 
taught primarily using a textbook (a bit like 
maths or science).

Whereas BTEC ICT is mostly 
computer-based practical work. 



1. Controlled Assessment is when you complete a set task over a number of 
months. Each lesson, you will do a small portion until you finish it. 
This is suitable for people who don’t work well under pressure and prefer to 
have the work spread out over a long period of time. 

Exam vs Controlled Assessment



2. Exam is when you study the content of the 
subject in class, and then sit a written exam at 
the end of year 11 which will test your 
knowledge of what you have studied.

This is suitable for people who work better 
under pressure of the exam and are confident 
they will recall (in a short time) the material 
they have studied over the course of year 10 and 
11.

Exam vs Controlled Assessment



1. You study for 2 years from a textbook. 
2. You sit 2 exams at the end of year 11.
3. You final grade will be determined by how you perform 

in these two exams
4. Each exam is worth 50% of your final grade. 
5. There is no Controlled Assessment/Coursework.
6. A typical lesson: Teacher goes through a topic from the 

textbook and you complete a worksheet in class and 
another one at home. 

7. Having excellent Maths skills is a key component in the 
course, without which you will struggle.

8. This course is suited to people who prefer sitting 
exams.

Computer Science



1. You complete 2 pieces of Controlled Assessment
2. You sit 1 exam in the middle of year 11.
3. Your final grade will be determined by the controlled Assessment as well as the 

exam.
4. The exam is worth 30% and the 2 pieces of Controlled Assessment is worth 70%. 
5. A typical lesson: Write a detailed review or evaluation of a piece of work you have 

done such as a graphical user interface. 
6. This course is suited to people who prefer working on the Controlled Assessment. 
7. Having excellent written skills is a key component in the course, without which you 

will struggle.
8. The first controlled assessment starts within 1 week of starting Year 10 and it gets 

submitted to the exam board on December 1st! So be prepared to work hard - It’s an 
intense 3 months!

BTEC ICT



What should you base your decision on?
● Many students think what they choose at GCSE must be related to their future careers.
● This is not true. Your GCSE will help you choose the next stage of your education, eg 

A-levels.
● When you graduate from university and apply for a job, employers will not look back at 

what GCSEs you picked. 
● In fact they don't even look at your A-Levels in most cases. 
● Some employers will not even mind which Degree you study at university, as long as you 

get a good grade.
● For example, you could study Maths at university, and if you get a good grade, you could 

become a Pilot, Accountant, Investment Banker, Engineer, or a Games Designer. 
● Therefore you must make your choices based on how well you think 

you will do and which subjects you will enjoy the most.



Topics Covered in Computer Science



Topics Covered in BTEC ICT

● Types of user interface
● Hardware and software 

influences
● Accessibility needs
● Design principles
● Project planning techniques

● Spreadsheets - formulas, 

functions, sparklines, pivot tables

● Characteristics of data and 

information

● Data processing methods



A few sample Computer Science Exam Questions
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A few sample BTEC ICT Exam Questions



Sample BTEC ICT Controlled Assessment
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NFJsQgqqEdDWg23i2OeGO5AzBwrx5_o3?usp
=sharing

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NFJsQgqqEdDWg23i2OeGO5AzBwrx5_o3?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NFJsQgqqEdDWg23i2OeGO5AzBwrx5_o3?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NFJsQgqqEdDWg23i2OeGO5AzBwrx5_o3?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NFJsQgqqEdDWg23i2OeGO5AzBwrx5_o3?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NFJsQgqqEdDWg23i2OeGO5AzBwrx5_o3?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NFJsQgqqEdDWg23i2OeGO5AzBwrx5_o3?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NFJsQgqqEdDWg23i2OeGO5AzBwrx5_o3?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NFJsQgqqEdDWg23i2OeGO5AzBwrx5_o3?usp=sharing


So….What will you pick?

● You can’t choose both together. 
● You don’t have to choose either one.
● But if you choose either one, make sure you are aware 

what the course entails. 
● It might be quite different from year 9 ICT, so ask your teacher if you are 

unsure.


