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Key Stage 5 – English Literature 

Subject Specifications 

Exam board: AQA 7717 
Level: Level 3 

 

Course Description 

What will be studied? 
Paper 1: Literary Genres - Aspects of Tragedy 
The study of Aspects of Tragedy in three texts, which must include a Shakespeare text, a second 
drama text and one further text, of which one must be written pre-1900. The examination will be 
closed book. 
Paper 2: Texts and Genres - Elements of Political and Social Protests 
The study of Elements of social and political protest writing in three texts, which must include one 
post-2000 prose text; one poetry and one further text, one of which must be written pre-1900. 
The examination will be open book. 
 NEA (Non-Exam Assessment) 
Two essays between 1200-1500 words each responding to a different text of your choice, linking 
to a different aspect of the Critical anthology. One text must be prose and the other must be 
poetry. One essay can be re-creative. The re-creative piece must be accompanied by a 
commentary. 

 

Entry requirements 
What are the entry requirements? 
The minimum entry requirement will be six GCSE qualifications at grade 5 - 9 including 
English Language and Mathematics. In addition to this students will be expected to 
achieve a grade 6 or above in English Language and/or English Literature. 

 

Assessment 
How will I be assessed? 
Paper 1: 7717/1A [40%] 
Paper 2: 7717/2B [40%] 
NEA: Non-Examined Assessment [20%] 

Assessed by a 2 ½ hour exam in the Summer Term 
Assessed by a 3 hour exam in the Summer Term 
Assessed by teachers and moderated by AQA 

 

Careers & Progression 
Career ideas and Progression route 
Students will progress into Year 2 during which you have the opportunity to gain an A 
Level qualification in this subject. 
Level 3 qualifications in English Literature will enable students to enter degree & degree 
level courses that relate to Media, Journalism, Law, and Education. 
 
Click here for information on careers related to English. 
 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/english
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How can I help my child? 
Guidance and advice 
The following links can be used for more information to help your child: 
 
Glossary of Technical Terminology 
Recommended Text Books 
Past Exam Papers 
English Literature Related Articles 
English VIP Zone 

 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/as-and-a-level/english-literature-b/teach/subject-specific-vocabulary
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/as-and-a-level/teach/textbooks
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-literature-b-7716-7717/assessment-resources
https://theconversation.com/uk/topics/books-1687
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EILembB1JeG8OdtqbObZXtosKxvM78ky

