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23rd October 2026
Heartlands Highlights

📱 Staying Safe  As the evenings 

get darker, remember to stay alert, 

keep valuables out of sight and travel 

safely.  See next page for more safety 

advice.

Safeguarding Spotlight 

Year 8 had 99% attendance on 
21.10.26.   Incredible 

achievement, well done to all 
students and a massive thank you 

to Y8 families support excellent 
attendance at home!

Establishing good homework habits early is an important 

part of every young person’s education. Homework is not 

simply about completing tasks; it builds discipline, 

independence and personal responsibility, while helping 

pupils develop the revision habits they will need to 

succeed in their GCSEs and beyond.

Regular homework provides opportunities to practise what 

has been learned in lessons, strengthen understanding and 

identify gaps in knowledge before they become barriers to 

progress. Just as importantly, it establishes routines that 

make independent study a normal part of school life rather 

than something pupils only focus on when exams 

approach.

As parents and carers, you play a vital role in supporting 

these habits. A consistent routine, a quiet space to work 

and regular conversations about homework can make a 

real difference. Encouraging your child to take ownership 

of their learning now will help them develop the 

confidence and resilience they need as they move through 

school, sixth form, college and beyond. 

We work hard to make our homework expectations as 

straightforward as possible to navigate. Following valuable 

feedback from parents and carers, we recognised that our 

guidance could be clearer, so we have redesigned it to 

make expectations and support easier to understand.

Our updated homework guidance is now available on the 

school website and in this newsletter. Please take a few 

minutes to read it on page 6 and help us establish strong 

habits from the outset.

Key dates 
● Half Term Holiday Monday 26 

October 2026 – Friday 30th 
October 2026

● PLD Day (No school)-Monday 
2nd November 2026

● Culture Day –  20th November

● School Holiday Monday 21st 
December 2025 – Friday 1st 
January 2027

● HERE are the published term 
dates for 2026/2027

Attendance:

mailto:office@heartlands.haringey.sch.uk
http://www.heartlands.haringey.sch.uk
https://heartlands.haringey.sch.uk/about-us/term-important-dates/
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Staying Safe in Our Local Area
As the darker evenings begin, we want to remind our students to think carefully about their 

safety when travelling to and from school and when spending time in the local area.

📱 Keep your phone safe

Phones, headphones and other valuables can attract unwanted attention.

● Avoid walking along with your phone constantly visible, particularly around busy roads, 

stations and bus stops.

● If you need to use your phone, try to step into a shop or another safe, busy place.

● Be aware of people approaching on bikes, e-bikes or scooters.

● Avoid wearing headphones so loudly that you cannot hear what is happening around 

you.

👀 Stay aware of your surroundings

Where possible, travel with friends and use busy, well-lit routes. Avoid shortcuts through 

isolated areas, particularly as it gets darker.

If something does not feel right, trust your instincts. Move towards a busy area, shop, station or 

trusted adult rather than continuing on your journey.

🚫 If someone tries to take your belongings

Your safety is more important than your phone, bag or other possessions. Do not put yourself at 

further risk by trying to fight for an item. Move to a safe place and ask for help.

In an emergency or if you are in immediate danger, call 999. Non-emergency incidents can be 

reported to the police via 101.

💬 Tell Someone

Students should always tell a trusted adult if they have experienced something worrying in the 

local area — even if they think it is “not serious enough”.

Speak to a member of the Safeguarding Team, another trusted member of staff or use My 

Voice.

Stay alert. Stay together. Keep valuables out of sight. Get help if something doesn’t feel right.
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Year 11 

Year 11 GCSE Mock Exams
Students should have received a revision timetable template and the CGP How to Revise 
guide. Flashcards and essential exam equipment will be provided in November. The mock 
exam timetable and revision resources are available on the Year 11 examinations page.
Sixth Form and College Open Evenings
Students are expected to attend their usual after-school revision sessions before attending 
open evenings. If an interview takes place before 17:00, evidence must be provided to Ms 
Lloyd Bond or Mr Matthews at least 24 hours in advance.
Year 11 Progress Challenge
Students are challenged to improve their grades in at least 50% of their subjects in the 
December mock exams compared with their end-of-Year 10 results. Rewards include £10 
off the prom ticket or a £10 Amazon gift card, a one-week queue-jump lunch pass, and a 
certificate, achievement badge and letter home celebrating their progress. 

Duke of Edinburgh
Y10 students took part in their Duke of 

Edinburgh award expedition at the 

beginning of October. We had amazing 

weather by day and students were 

incredibly resilient on a chilly night! We 

were so impressed with the range of 

meals students cooked - we had burgers, 

chilli and a stir fry and students 

navigated their hikes incredibly well. We 

ended the evening with a campfire with 

hot chocolate and smores. Well done to 

all those students who took part and 

thank you to all parents/carers who 

supported their children through the 

award. 

Duke of Edinburgh is now LIVE on 

ParentPay for Year 9 students to sign up!
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Please click the link to view the Year 10 AFA 1  examination timetable. A reminder that 
students can also download a revision timetable and access past examination papers using 
this link.  

This is a really important time for Yr 10 who will receive their first set of predictions after 
these exams. Please support students at home by encouraging early and consistent revision.  

Year 10 AFA 1 GCSE assessments 

Well done to all year 8 students who competed for 
their house during SEARCH day. A fantastic display of 

skill, effort and teamwork allround. Only 6 points 
separating 3rd to 5th place. A very close competition!

Positon House Points

1 Lacerta 250

2 Aquila 238

3 Cygnus 209

4 Scorpiuz 204

5 Pegasus 203

Interhouse news!  Year 8 SEARCH Day 

Open Events 
 As we come to the end of the transition Open 
School events thank you to all the student helpers 
and tour guides who have helped show visitors 
around. 

There was amazing feedback from all who visited 
and we had almost 1500 people through our 
doors in the last 3 weeks! 

mailto:office@heartlands.haringey.sch.uk
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The Year 8 boys have been exploring the Haka in their PE 

lessons, developing teamwork, coordination, rhythm and 

confidence through synchronised movements. Students 

have worked together to create and perform their own 

routines based on the Maori Haka of New Zealand.  

Also the Heartlands Girls Football teams in both Year 8 & 

Year 10 are the 5 a side champions of Haringey!

The winter concert will be happening on 

the 26th November. Tickets will be 

available to sign up for soon! And we will 

hold auditions after the Half Term break. 

We are looking forward to showcasing the 

hard work of our pupils in music!

Winter Concert

PE Dept News! 

mailto:office@heartlands.haringey.sch.uk
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ALL NEW Homework guidance!
Your feedback recently in coffee mornings and in our annual survey you really wanted to have all 

the homework information in one place! And here it is!

Hopefully this is helpful: we have combined all year groups onto one sheet to help families with 

multiple students at HHS.  An all interactive version is coming soon with live links: please watch 

this space.  Until then students are very well aware of the platforms and have links to them from 

our website home page where they logon!

Click the link below to view the full Home Learning Platform Guide. The image attached is just a 
preview, so please click the link to access the complete guide.

View the Heartlands Home Learning Platform Guide here

Thank you!
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Click here to dowload the Haringey Half term activities offer!

Half term fun!
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