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Case Study Two

In the Science component, the Expedition explored the 99.9% genetic similarity shared by all
humans, framing biological variation as an evolutionary advantage rather than a basis for
discrimination. Students investigated inheritance by using Punnett squares to predict traits and
studied the acquisition of blood types to promote blood donation awareness. This journey further
examined human development from a single-cell zygote to a complex organism, highlighting the
uniquely lengthy maturation period that facilitates learning. This biological study encompassed
puberty, sexual reproduction, and foetal development via the placenta, ultimately concluding with
an analysis of how natural selection enabled species to adapt to environmental shifts over time.

In the Humanities component, the focus shifted to the historical and social roots of injustice,
encouraging students to view issues like the ‘Black Lives Matter’ movement through the lens
of empathy and an awareness of privilege.

This exploration of the human experience included a Humanist perspective on living ethically
and a study of how enslaved people preserved their culture through music and storytelling.
These traditions were linked to modern British identity via the Windrush generation and the
Notting Hill Carnival, which served as a symbol of resilience and unity.

Finally, the Expedition evaluated global inequality by examining the effectiveness of intermediate
technology and various aid strategies in reducing the development gap.
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Presentation of Learning

Our Presentation of Learning was designed to be an authentic, student-led experience as
students introduced the evening and delivered aspects of their speech.

Students then toured parents round different zones where groups of students presented different
aspects of the expedition such as: live dissections; the blood drive which was in partnership with
the blood donation service; an art workshop, exploring Da Vinci's vitruvian man and the impact
and legacy of the slave trade. The evening culminated in the a gallery walk of student artwork.
When parents looked at student artwork, students then delivered their individual speech to them.

As a results of the Presentation of Learning, and the relationship formed by staff and students with
the blood donation team, we were able to encouraged new donors to sign up to give blood and
saving lives in the future. Student work was gifted to the Blood Donation service and now takes
pride of place in their building with a call to raise the profile and importance of giving blood.

L‘é@js‘cape D) | o Middlesbrough

YO Ll S TP
verston )‘ ’ National Park -~
) r/’,J :"'*‘\;N Nidderdale
win-Furness s ERS C National

olLancaster. o Landscape

& S
<« Great Britain
oPreston” S8 ) y

{ o Wakefield i

@ tO‘ —

! %;4 sNG
= g
ce’Netfield

n

ik AT



XP and XP East Schools | KS3 | Being Human | 2025

WM I MW

o Y
A.w"’;« —,%«}ﬁ;%
$re b0 ¥

g

e

P i
&ii:;:'ﬁ'«i‘;??i\‘
LS

)

3y

4

1')7 ; N
‘%gm‘lb=

"
& 04%93%'}{( JMZER s B
y % G ; X1
o/ %9\% el
X 3
£/ o, MY o RN b




XP and XP East Schools | KS3 | Being Human | 2025 L AT AL A AL

Connection to Community

Fieldwork

Fieldwork played a vital role in our Learning Expedition, in the past students have visited the
International Slavery Museum in Liverpool to gain a deeper understanding of the transatlantic
slave trade.

Experts

To deepen and enrich our Expedition, we engaged with expert artist Michelle Clarke Stables,
who works extensively with themes of humanity in her art. This hands-on experience gave
them valuable insight into materials, processes, and the layered thinking that goes into creating
professional artwork.

Furthermore, experts from the blood donation service were able to work with students both in
advance of and at the Presentation of Learning to support the understanding of the importance
of blood donation and to encourage people to sign up to donate blood.




Models of Excellence

Learning Expeditions at XP Trust
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