
Risks to DolphinsRisks to Dolphins
Dolphins have few predators in their habitat 
but they are still at risk. 

Lots of things that people do can harm dolphins.

Dolphins can get stuck in fishing lines and 
nets. Passing ships can hurt them and the 
loud sound from ships can confuse dolphins.

This can make them get lost. Toxic oil and 
litter in the sea can harm dolphins that are 
looking for food. We must keep the sea clean 
so that dolphins stay safe.
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QuestionsQuestions
1.	 What makes a loud sound that can 

confuse dolphins? 

�

2.	 Toxic oil and litter in the sea... What do 
you think the word toxic means? Tick one. 

   tasty 
   poisonous 
   wet

3.	 What might a dolphin say to someone 
who is fishing in the ocean? 

�  

�

4.	 Predict what might happen to dolphins if 
humans do not stop what they are doing. 

�  

�
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Answers
1.	 What makes a loud sound that can 

confuse dolphins? 

The loud sound from ships can 
confuse dolphins.

2.	 Toxic oil and litter in the sea... What do you 
think the word toxic means? Tick one. 

   poisonous

3.	 What might a dolphin say to someone who 
is fishing in the ocean? 

Pupils’ own responses, such as: A 
dolphin might say, “Make sure you 
take all of your nets home with you so 
that I don’t get tangled in them!”

4.	 Predict what might happen to dolphins if 
humans do not stop what they are doing. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think 
that dolphins might become extinct if 
humans do not stop doing the things 
that are putting dolphins at risk.
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