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Nearly all mammals give birth to live young. 
Often, different names are given to the young 
and full-grown animals. Sheep give birth to 
lambs, goats have kids and baby lions are 
called cubs.

A baby kangaroo is called a joey. The joey 
will stay in its mother’s pouch where it feeds 
until it is around six months old. Then, it will 
leave its mother for short amounts of time.

A few mammals do not give birth to live 
young. A female platypus will make a burrow 
on the riverbank and lay between one and 
three eggs. She will keep them warm by 
curling around them with her tail. The eggs 
will hatch after around ten days.

Quick Questions
1.	 What is the name for young goats?

�  

2.	 Number the events from 1-4 to show which 
order the events happen in. 

  She lays between between one and three 	
       eggs. 

  She curls around the eggs with her tail.  
  A female platypus makes a burrow. 
  The eggs will hatch after around ten days. 

3.	 What do you think the word ‘full-grown’ 
shows about the animal? 
�

�  

4.	 Why do you think the mother platypus keeps 
the eggs warm?. 
�

�

�
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Answers

Nearly all mammals give birth to live young. 
Often, different names are given to the young 
and full-grown animals. Sheep give birth to 
lambs, goats have kids and baby lions are 
called cubs.

A baby kangaroo is called a joey. The joey 
will stay in its mother’s pouch where it feeds 
until it is around six months old. Then, it will 
leave its mother for short amounts of time.

A few mammals do not give birth to live 
young. A female platypus will make a burrow 
on the riverbank and lay between one and 
three eggs. She will keep them warm by 
curling around them with her tail. The eggs 
will hatch after around ten days.

1.	 What is the name for young goats?

Young goats are called kids.

2.	 Number the events from 1-4 to show which 
order the events happen in. 

2   She lays between between one and three  	
       eggs. 

3   She curls around the eggs with her tail.  

1   A female platypus makes a burrow. 

4   The eggs will hatch after around ten days. 

3.	 What do you think the word ‘full-grown’ 
shows about the animal? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I 
think the word ‘full-grown’ shows 
that the animal is an adult.

4.	 Why do you think the mother platypus keeps 
the eggs warm?. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think the 
mother platypus keeps the eggs warm to  
make sure that they grow properly and 
then hatch.
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