SAFETY CENTRE – HAZARD ALLEY
PRESS RELEASE – Friday 23rd June 2017
HAZARD ALLEY “BAGS” CO-OP SUPPORT

Pupils from Brooklands Farm Primary School are among the first of more than 15,000 children a year to pass through the doors and “check-out” the new-look replica Co-op food store which forms part of Hazard Alley at the Safety Centre.
The Safety Centre - the first purpose-built safety education centre in the UK - provides a host of “real life” interactive learning experiences including water; rail; fire; home and, road safety scenarios.
Set up in collaboration between Buckinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service and Thames Valley Police, and now a charity, the centre gives young people a unique opportunity to develop vital knowledge and strategies on how to stay safe. 
The Safety Centre’s village store – which helps to teach youngsters about the consequences and risks of peer pressure, bullying and shop lifting – received a complete overhaul from the Co-op and its contractors, who were working on the new Bodmin Place store in Milton Keynes which opened earlier this month (June). 
Jo Green, Centre Director said “We’re passionate about helping children to keep themselves safe. We are thrilled with the support from the Co-op and our other supporters which is vital to maintaining and upgrading the facility for the benefit of children and young people in the region. Our annual open day is on Sunday, 23 July – we throw open the doors to the general public at the start of the summer holidays to remind everyone about keeping safe during the school holidays as well as promoting what we do. ”
Brian Pooley, Area Manager for the Co-op, said: “It’s such a fantastic, interactive and innovative setting which enhances the curriculum, bringing learning to life outside the classroom to teach children in our community vital safety skills. As a community retailer, the Co-op is delighted to have supported the facility, and we also thank the various trades who worked on our new Bodmin Place store who also gave their time and materials to make a difference to Hazard Alley.”
This year’s annual open day at Hazard Alley is on Sunday 23 July, for more information visit http://www.safetycentre.co.uk/

Notes to editors:
1. 'Hazard Alley' was the first purpose-built safety education centre in the UK, designed to give young visitors a unique interactive learning experience.  During a tour in the life-size village young people encounter a range of hazards giving them the opportunity to develop vital knowledge and strategies on how to stay safe.
2. The village has 12 everyday scenarios that children encounter on their tour including water, rail, fire, home and road safety. They learn about stranger danger, how to make a 999 call and give some basic first aid.
3. Safety Centre (Hazard Alley) Ltd is a registered charity and limited company. It welcomes over 15,500 children a year from Milton Keynes, Bucks, Beds & Herts.
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1. Children from Brooklands Farm Primary visiting the new shop scenario with Co-op staff
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3. New anti bullying display boards in the shop scenario




