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WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS?

We offer the following A Level courses:

Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Geography, History, Sociology, Art 
and Design, English Language and English Literature and Psychology.

And the following vocational courses:

Health and Social Care - single, ICT, Business, Music, Sport and Physical Exercise and Applied       
Science.

Many students choose 3 options and take a mixture of A Level and Vocational courses.Many students choose 3 options and take a mixture of A Level and Vocational courses. 

Examples of study routes:

Healthcare professional - Sociology, Health and Social Care and Applied Science, Midwifery -              
Sociology, Applied Science, Health and Social Care, Childcare professional - Health and Social 
Care and Sociology, Engineering - Maths, Physics and ICT, Medicine -    Chemistry, Biology and 
Maths (or English Literature/History), Physiotherapy - Biology, Sport and Physical Exercise and 
Applied Science (or another A Level of choice)

Law ExplainedLaw Explained - to study Law at University a student will need to meet the entry requirements with 
no specific Level 3 courses taken. 

Psychology Explained - While you don’t need to have all three sciences at A level for a psychology 
degree, most universities prefer at least one out of chemistry, physics, biology, or maths. 
Overall, a combination of good, academic A level subjects is required. Other preferred subjects        Overall, a combination of good, academic A level subjects is required. Other preferred subjects        
include psychology, sociology, geography and history. Literature A levels can be helpful because of 
the report writing you will inevitably be doing, and maths/statistics will help with the analytical       
component of the degree. 

If a student is undecided about subjects they should take, then we always recommend keeping      
options as open as possible. Taking a mixture of  subjects allows students to progress onto             
university regardless of course choice (with the exception of medicine and dentistry). 
For supporting information please go to this website:  For supporting information please go to this website:  https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/ad-
vice/a-level-choices/six-things-you-need-to-know-before-making-your-a-level-choices

In summary:

1. Certain A-level subjects may help with university course options

For some university degree courses, you'll need to have studied specific subjects at A-level (or 
equivalent). 

If you've already got a specific university course in mind, you can check university websites for any 
required A-level subjects.

But if you're not yet sure about university plans, you can keep your options open by choosing a 
range of A-level subjects. Being broad with your choices can be helpful. Some universities                
discourage students from taking certain combinations of A-level subjects, particularly when subjects 
are very similar like business studies and economics – something to bear in mind when you're 
making A-level choices.

2. A-levels are a lot tougher than GCSEs2. A-levels are a lot tougher than GCSEs

The reason you take a particular subject at A-level will come down to one (or more) of these three 
scenarios (usually):
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A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY 

Ever wondered why some people conform? Or perhaps if the experiences you had before the age of 
five really do shape the person you are today? Want to understand how you can improve your 
memory? A-level Psychology will give you an understanding of the way people think and why people 
behave in certain ways. You will learn a variety of skills including analytical thinking, improved           
communication, problem solving and many more that will prepare you for an exciting future with the 
possibility of a range of fantastic careers..

Entry requirements

A Grade 5 or above in Maths and Combined Science/Triple Science.A Grade 5 or above in Maths and Combined Science/Triple Science.

What will you study?

Year 12

 • Social influence  • Memory  • Attachment   • Approaches in psychology   • Biopsychology 
 • Psychopathology   • Research methods

Year 13

Compulsory content 

• Issues and debates in psychology • Issues and debates in psychology 

Optional content (we will choose one from each option)

Option one 

• Relationships   • Gender   • Cognition and development 

Option two 

• Schizophrenia   • Eating behaviour   • Stress 

Option three 

• Aggression   • Forensic psychology   • Addiction• Aggression   • Forensic psychology   • Addiction

Assessment:

There are three exams, each account for one third of your A-level. The three exams last 2 hours and 
are worth 96 marks each. The exams consist of multiple choice, short answer and extended writing 
questions.

There will be an assessment at the end of each term which will range from 24- 48 marks.

What will lessons look like?

Lessons will be interactive, student led and practical based. Students will have the opportunity toLessons will be interactive, student led and practical based. Students will have the opportunity to
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A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY

Ever wondered why you behave the way you do? Ever felt like something was influencing your            
decisions and thinking? Ever felt like other people are acting and not being ‘real’? Sociology is a       
challenging A Level subject that will make you think about the world and society in a different way! It 
is all about society, how we live, why we do the things we do and what influences the way we act and 
decisions we make. It looks at the power structures and systems that influence us all, and will make 
you think differently about who is really in control and what the world really means.

Entry requirements

A Grade 5 or above in any one of the following subjects:A Grade 5 or above in any one of the following subjects:

History, Geography, English Literature or English Language.

What will you study?

Education, Culture & Identity, Theory & Methods, Crime & Deviance and Global Development.

Assessment

The course is examined at the end of the course in Year 13. There are regular assessments        
throughout Year 12 and end of year 12 tests. We may enter you for an AS grade at the end of Year 12.

Exams in year 13 are all two hour papers.Exams in year 13 are all two hour papers.

Questions are short and long answer essays

What will lessons look like?
Each unit has an overview of information given by your teacher. You will then work on tasks which in-
clude: Reading and notes, summary and review of key ideas, Discussion and debate, Group work and 
presentations, Exam questions and mini tests.

Examples of careers linked to Sociology.
Education, Early Years Teaching, Nursery Nurse, Childcare, Law, Health & Social work, Midwifery, 
Health and NHS roles, Journalism, Criminology, Charity sector, Politics, Local government, Customer 
services, 

Are there combinations of subjects I should choose with Sociology?

• History

• English Language

• English Literature

• Geography• Geography

• Health & Social Care, Double or Single
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