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Toner Avenue Primary School Reading Strategy

Intent

“Literacy is the single most significant skill needed to function effectively in school, in the workplace, and in society...it is vital to a
successful education, career and quality of life”

Anon

At Toner Avenue, we believe that reading is a vital skill that opens doors to a successful school career and future. As a school, we
aim to share our love of reading and inspire children to become passionate, lifelong readers. We aim for our children to become
confident readers, who can decode fluently and develop excellent comprehension skills.

Implementation

We are developing a reading strategy within school, beginning with phonics and early language, to guided reading sessions,
whole class reading sessions and one to one reading to inspire children to become competent, passionate readers. The curriculum
is designed to develop both substantive knowledge (decoding words) and disciplinary knowledge (interpreting and understanding
texts including the use of evidence).

Phonics

Phonics is a way of teaching children to read and write. It is the ability to hear, identify and manipulate sounds and to understand
that a sound is represented in different ways.

At Toner Avenue, we use the ‘Sounds Write’ scheme. It is based on extensive research on the cognitive load theory and we feel
that it will work effectively for the children in our school.

The sounds Write programme begins with the sounds in the language and moves from the sounds to the written word.
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In nursery the children cover phase 1 phonics. We also utilise Launchpad to literacy which closes pre-literacy skills gaps, ensuring
staff have a greater level of diagnostic capability and can establish reasons and solutions to underpin informed interventions.

Training requirements

All teachers and support staff attend a four-day course (or online equivalent) based on the method on a rolling basis. The course
informs staff about aspects of delivering the programme. It also allows teachers the opportunity to practise the lessons under the
guidance of well-qualified trainers and return to the classrooms ready to begin teaching the method with little further preparation.
Each teacher that has completed the training is given a Sounds~Write manual to use when planning.

Teaching and learning

As a whole school, we are committed to using the Sounds-Write (linguistic phonics) approach to assist the children from reception
to year 3 to learn to read, write and spell independently with accuracy, understanding and confidence.

The Sounds-Write approach ensures that:

A) Children develop key concepts about the way English is written.

B) Children practise the skills essential for reading and spelling accurately.

C) Children learn the sounds and the spellings of English.

Key Concepts

Through the sounds-Write programme children will understand that;

Concept 1

Letters represent sounds

NB: Letters do not ‘make’ sounds they represent them and, as teachers and learning support assistants, we should be careful that,
when we are teaching children to read, we use appropriate phrases to reinforce this e.g. ‘what sound do you say for this?’
(Pointing to letter or letters) not ‘what sound does this letter make?’
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Concept 2

A sound can be spelled with 1,2,3 or 4 letters.

The English language contains single letter spellings. For example, in the word ‘cat’ c-a-t. These are relatively simple to read and
spell. However, many sounds are spelled with two or more letters e.g. oa in boat, ou in out and igh in high. These present more of a
problem for a non-skilled reader and will need to be pointed out by the teacher and practised by the child.

It is important to understand that letters don’t make sounds, they represent or spell them.

Concept 3

In English the same sound is often written with different spellings (same sound, different spellings).

In English every sounds that we say can be represented by at least 2 different spellings. In many cases the number of different
spellings of the same sound is much larger; maybe 8 or 9! The sound ‘s’ for example is written in different ways in these words:

Sat, city, voice, mess, house, listen, scent.

There are 44 speech sounds and around 175 different ways to spell those sounds, using a combination of the 26 alphabetic letters.
New readers must learn that there are more ways than one to represent the same sound so that they learn to look very carefully in
order to spell well.

Concept 4

In English, the same spelling can spell different sounds

For example, <o> spells the sound /o/ in dog, /oe/ in go and /oo/ in do. Readers need to be able to swap sounds (phoneme
manipulation) to read the word accurately if another possible sound for that spelling has been tried first.

It provides clearly structured, easy to follow lessons which are important for consistency throughout. It is developmentally
appropriate for beginning readers at each stage in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. It also offers fast and effective intervention for
those who have fallen behind in their reading and spelling. It places emphasis on giving practise that is grounded in physical,
concrete experience of the ideas and conceptual understanding that pupils need to assimilate. It also has a focus on the three

3



essential skills of segmenting, blending and phoneme manipulation, necessary for reading and spelling, until the children achieve
the automaticity that underlies the fluency of every successful reader.

The books the children are able to read at home and in school at this early stage of reading are matched to their current phonic
ability to allow them to practise and consolidate their reading skills learned in their phonics lessons.

Skills

Blending

Words are composed of sounds, in order to read we need to be able to blend sounds together and at the end ‘hear’ a
meaningful word. Daily practise in the Sounds-Write lessons will develop good blending.

Segmenting

Because the English written language is a sound > spelling code it is important that children are taught to segment the sounds in
words so they can read and spell with ease. Through segmenting children have the opportunity to notice the ways in which the
individual sounds are spelled.

Phoneme Manipulation

Skilled readers are able to add, change or omit sounds in words and understand how this manipulation of sounds makes new
words. This skill of phoneme manipulation is essential so that a new reader can swap sounds around to deal with same
spelling-different sound.

Code Knowledge

For skilled fluent reading it is vital that children have a thorough knowledge of the spelling code of the 44 sounds of English. The
code is taught through multi-sensory activities and lessons where the children are building whole words sound by sound, reading
words and writing words.

Initially we work with words where the spellings are 1:1 (sound:letter).
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Later we move to 2 letter spellings and we teach the spelling alternatives for the sounds. In each school year, we extend the
number of sounds taught and also the number of spellings covered.

Children need to be taught explicitly and extensively how the sounds of English are written. This teaching and learning should be
repeatedly revised and reinforced during daily reading and spelling activities. The code should not be allowed to remain a mystery
to pupils.

The Sounds-Write (linguistic phonics) programme is based on extensive research which has isolated and examined the processes
involved in learning to read and spell. Each component of the programme is carefully designed so that the developing
reader/writer can be guided by explicit instruction at every critical point.

Through whole class instruction, intervention, small group practice all children in our school will be equipped with the necessary
concepts, skills and knowledge to become independent in reading, writing and spelling.

As with all tasks some children will learn quicker and some will need extra practice and teaching. Each child’s progress will be
commensurate with their level of ability.

Programme

The programme is split into 2 sections, the initial code (Reception) and the extended code (KS1). The children are taught that the
sound can be represented in different ways, this is how we teach the ‘tricky’ words.
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The Extended Code

*Continue to practice the skills of segmenting, blending and phoneme manipulation.

* Develop key concepts:

- A sound can be spelled with 2 or more letters

- Same sound but different spellings

- Same spelling but different sounds

*Learn the sounds and the spellings of the 44 sounds of English. (Extended Code Units)

Poly-syllabic Words

Children will be taught that longer words comprise of separate syllables and that within each syllable the sounds are spelled. The
syllables can be segmented and blended to read and spell these longer words. The lessons will allow pupils to read and spell 2, 3
and 4 syllable words accurately.

Children will be taught about the common schwa (weak vowel) and how to deal with it in reading and spelling.

The Extended Code continues in Y3 where more complex spelling sound correspondences are introduced.

Throughout this coming year, we are rolling the methods of Sounds Write out into KS2 to improve spelling throughout school.
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Guided Reading

In KS1 the children take part in guided reading sessions through a carousel method, in which they develop their decoding skills
reading a book closely matched to their phonics level. The children have the opportunity to discuss texts in a small group so also
being given the opportunity to develop their comprehension skills through retrieval, inference, choice, predictions and discussing
specific vocabulary. The books increase in complexity as the children develop as readers. From Spring 1 the Y2 children move on to
whole class reading.

Whole Class Reading

From Spring Y2 up to the end of KS2 the children take part in whole class reading sessions, where aspirational texts including; fiction,
non-fiction and poetry, are chosen from our school specific reading spine, which incorporates Lemov’s ‘5 Plagues of Reading’ and
diverse authors/characters. The texts are also carefully selected to develop tier 2 and tier 3 vocabulary – which children then can
apply in their own writing. This allows children who are now able to decode fluently to develop deeper comprehension skills and a
wider vocabulary through more challenging texts. There is a focus on developing fluency for all readers through a range of
strategies including; echo reading, choral reading, paired reading and listening to the teacher model effective intonation with
accuracy, automaticity and prosody. Teachers will circulate to listen to children reading the text. The children then complete
activities and questions to develop their comprehension skills including; retrieval, inference, prediction, summarising, comparing
and contrasting, authorial intent and exploring the meaning of words.

Individual Reading

In school children have a book from the class library or school library which they can read at varying points throughout the day.
Trained adults hear children read regularly, particularly the bottom 20%. The bottom 20% are read with as often as possible.

Home Reading

All children are able to take books home to read from our incredible library. Initially, the children take a book which is closely
matched to their phonics level and one other book to read with an adult for pleasure. Once the children are fluent, they move on
to our banded library books. Children are encouraged to read at home regularly through half termly ‘reading rewards’ which they
earn from completing a set number of ‘reads’ at home.
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Intervention

Children who are not meeting age related expectations are given personalised targets and have regular phonics and reading
intervention throughout all year groups. This is monitored regularly to ensure the children are making progress.

Reading in the Wider Curriculum

When planning, teachers incorporate high quality texts in order to give children the opportunity to read to gain knowledge across
the curriculum. The children are reading throughout the school day and constantly applying their reading skills in different contexts.
Reading widely and often increases pupils' vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or use in everyday
speech. They move on from learning to read to reading to learn.

Reading for Pleasure

As a school we are promoting a love of reading through choosing books from a range of authors, which will engage and excite
the children through whole class novels and whole class reading. Our learning is linked to texts wherever possible. We are currently
taking part in a Reading for Pleasure project, to improve the love of reading in school even further.

To promote a love of reading we:

● Hold weekly reading assemblies – where different staff share their favourite authors and books
● Have a weekly ‘Book and Biscuits’ club – where children enjoy reading together and book related activities
● Have a staff lending library
● Are developing a parents lending library
● Invite Reception parents in to school for a weekly story time and library session
● Have a set of books that we take out to the yard for children to read at their leisure
● Have numerous virtual guest author visits
● Upload videos of the staff reading on Facebook
● Host parent reading support meetings
● Celebrate World Book Day
● Visit Waterstones to spend World Book Day tokens
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Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2
Writing Autumn

opportunities and
modelling of writing
for:
fruit and vegetable
lists, wedding
invitations, harvest
festival invitations,
soup recipes,
Halloween  and
Diwali party
invitations and
greeting cards,
letters to the elf and
Santa Claus,
Christmas wish lists
and Christmas cards

Spring
opportunities and
modelling of writing
for:

lists for packing for a
winter or beach
holiday, healthy

Autumn
The Colour Monster –
ANN Llemas

The Gingerbread
Man

Room on the Broom

Stick Man

Where the Wild
Things Are – Maurice
Sendak

Spring
Super Millie and the
Super School Day

The Magic
Paintbrush

The Tiny Seed

I will not ever eat a
Tomato

Autumn
Oi Spider!

Naughty Bus

I want my Hat Back

Billy and the Beast

Spring
Beegu

The Odd Egg

Stanley’s Stick

Summer

Autumn
Vlad and the Great
Fire of London

Wolves

The Journey Home

The Great Fire of
London

Spring
The Bear Under the
Stairs

The Bear and the
Piano

The Owl and the
Pussycat

Ocean meets Sky

Summer
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food shopping lists,
dentist role play
writing such as
appointment cards,
check up charts,
teeth brushing
monitoring, Chinese
New Year card and
invitation writing,
letters to fairytale
characters, Mother’s
Day cards, Easter
cards

Summer

opportunities and
modelling of writing
for:

police officer,
doctor, fire fighter,
vet role play writing,
making eco posters,
invitations to a
beach party

Summer
Willy the Wimp

Hairy McClary

Reading
Autumn
Information and
story books about

Decodable Texts Decodable Texts Autumn (Carousel)
Decodable Texts

Spring
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autumn, Harvest,
farming, Halloween,
Bonfire Night, Diwali,
winter, Christmas

Spring
Information and
story books about
winter and cold
climate animals,
keeping healthy,
Chinese New Year,
Fairytales, Pancake
Day, spring, Frogs
and Easter

Summer
Information and
story books about
people who help us,
Raksha Bandhan,
being
environmentally
friendly, the seaside

The Lion and the
Mouse (1 Week)
Killer Cat (2 Weeks)
The Stinky Cheese
Man and other fairly
stupid stories. (2
Weeks)
Lila and the secret of
rain. (1 week)

Summer
100 mph Dog (2
Weeks)
One Plastic Bag (1
Week)
And Tango makes
three. (1 week)
Fantastic Mr Fox (2
Weeks)
Isaac and his
amazing Aspergers
Superpowers. (1
Week)
The same but
different. (1 Week)

Non-Fiction
4 Each Term
(linked to wider

Covered within class
readers

Covered within class
readers

Covered within class
readers

Spring
Safari Animals Fact
File (1 week) TW
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curriculum) Maasai Traditional
African jewellery (1
week) TW
African Mask
Instructions (1 week)
TW
African Silhouette Art
Instructions (1 week)
TW

Summer
Mary Seacole
(Non-Fiction 1 Week)
TW
Florence Nightingale
(Non-Fiction 1 week)
TW
Design and make a
hand puppet (1
week) TW
Superheroes
Differentiated Comp
(1 week) TW

Poetry Weekly nursery
rhymes, action
songs, number songs
and topical songs

Spring
Owl and the
Pussy-Cat (Poem 2
Weeks)
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Summer
Scissors (Poem 2
Weeks)

Class Reader

EYFS and Y1
Poem x2 a Term
Non-Fiction x2 a
Term

Please see reading
section above

Autumn
A selection of picture
books
Books about Autumn
Hibernating Animals
Children’s favourites-
chosen by the
children themselves.

Spring
Non Fiction books
about spring.
Stories about growth,
caterpillars,
butterflies, tadpoles.
Children’s favourites-
chosen by the
children themselves.

Summer
Summer related
picture books.
Children’s favourites-
chosen by the
children themselves.

Autumn
A selection of picture
books.

Out and About -
poems by Shirley
Hughes

Animal Body Parts by
Steffi Cavell-Clarke

Toys and Games - by
Sally Hewitt

Spring
A selection of picture
books.

Poems to make you
smile - Joseph
Coehlo

Discovering the UK -
by Susan Harrison

Great Explorers -
Charlotte Guillain
and Jim Mitchell

Autumn
The Great Fire Dogs
Please Mrs Butler
(poem)
Spring
Killer Cat
Nursery Rhymes
(poem)

Summer
100 mph dog
Fantastic Mr Fox
The day I fell down
the toilet (poem)
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Summer
A selection of picture
books.

Poems to say out
loud - by Joseph
Coehlo

The Seaside by Izzi
Howell

Summer - Seasons of
the Year by Harriet
Brundle

KS2 Texts Overview

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
Writing Autumn

Dear Dinosaur

The Heart and the
Bottle – Oliver Jeffers

The BFG – Roald Dahl

The Tin Forest

Spring
Pied Piper of Hamelin

Autumn
Hercules

Varmints

FArTHER

Until I met Dudley

Spring
Winter’s Child

Autumn
Arthur and the
Golden Rope

Robot Girl

The Tempest

Beowulf

Spring

Autumn
Rain  Player

The Promise

The Hidden Forest

Spring
The Invention of Hugo
Cabaret

The Templeton Twins
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Mysteries of Harris
Burdick

Cloud Tea Monkeys

Summer
Escape from Pompeii

Cinnamon

The Matchbox Diary

Summer

The Lost Thing

Freedom Bird

Curiosity

The Sleeper and the
Spindle

Summer

Have an Idea

Online Advert – The
Guardians of the
Three Little Pigs

Benjamin
Zephaniah/Street
Child

Summer

Reading
Narrative Autumn

Narrative
Dinosaur’s Diary
Christmasaurus

Spring
Narrative
Bill’s New Frock
Fortunately the Milk
The Iron Man

Summer
Narrative
Mary Poppins
Nims Island

Autumn
Helping Hercules
The Boy at the Back
of the Class
A Greek Myth (TBD)

Spring
The Miraculous
Journey of Edward
Tulane
The Butterfly Lion
The Velveteen Rabbit

Summer
The Firework Maker’s
Daughter

Autumn
Narrative
Viking Boy

Spring
Cosmic

Curse of the Maya –
Johnny Pearce
Cogheart -

Summer
How to Fly with

Autumn
Titanic
Kensuke's kingdom

Spring
Goodnight Mr Tom

Summer
Holes
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The Secrets of the Sun
King
The Lion, The Witch,
and The Wardrobe

Broken Wings -

The girl of ink and
stars Kiran Millwood
Hargrave

SilverFin Charlie
Higson

Non-Fiction
4 Each Term
(linked to wider
curriculum)

Autumn
Non-Fiction
Secrets of
Stonehenge
Stone Houses
Types of rock
What is recycling

Spring
Non-Fiction
How to wash a Woolly
Mammoth
Stone Age to Iron
Age
Monkton Woodland
Weeds and Seeds

Summer
A roman invasion
The romans (twinkl)
Forces and magnets

Autumn
Kay’s Anatomy
A Visitor’s Guide to
Ancient Greece
How to Help a
Hedgehog and
Protect a Polar Bear
Little People Big
Dreams - David
Attenborough

Spring
Little Leaders
biographies
Celts
A World Full of
Journeys and
Migrations
Anglo Saxons

Summer

Autumn
Robots in Books
Issac Newton

Spring

The Mayan
Language

Orbiting the sun
Space

Curiosity -Markus
Motem

Letter

Black Beauty

Summer

Autumn
Icebergs
Natural disasters
Survivors of the Titanic
Orangutans

Summer
Moth (Science -
evolution and
inheritance)
Ancient China
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(twinkl)
How to make
porridge

Ancient Egypt: Tales
of Gods and
Pharaohs
Egyptian News

instructions
biography

Poetry

At least one per half
term

A POEM COULD TAKE
UP TO 2 WEEKS AS THE
CHILDREN NEED
RECITE AND PERFORM
BY HEART

Autumn
Adventures of Isobel
The plastic bag tree

Spring
Ning Nang Nong
The Coming of the
Iron Man

Summer
Catch a little rhyme
The camels hump

Autumn
How Doth the Little
Crocodile
Where My Wellies
Take Me (TBD)

Spring
Revolting Rhyme -
Little Red Riding
Hood
Topsy Turvy Word
Poem

Summer
The Sound Collector
I Am The Seed That
Grew The Tree - ‘July’

Autumn
From A Railway
Carriage- Robert
Louis Stevenson

Benjamin Zephania-
We Refugees

Spring
If – Rudyard Kipling
I Wandered Lonely as
a Cloud -Wordsworth

Summer
Sky in the PIe -
McGough

The listeners by Walter
De La Mare

Autumn
Fog - Carl Sandburg
A tragic story - William
Makepeace

Summer
The Highwayman
The Eagle - Tennyson
The lady of Shalott

Playscripts

2 a year

Autumn
Away in a spaceship

Spring

Autumn
Alice In Wonderland
(Twinkl)

Autumn
The Tempest

Spring

Summer
Macbeth
School leaving
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Summer
Oliver Twist

Spring

Summer
A Midsummer Night’s
Dream (Snappy
Shakespeare)

Summer
Romeo and Juliet
Shakespeare

Class Novel

1 a term

Autumn
The creakers

Spring
The Iron Man

Summer
Mary Poppins

Autumn
The Boy at the Back
of the Class

Spring
The Miraculous
Journey of Edward
Tulane

Summer
The Firework Maker’s
Daughter

Autumn
Viking Boy -Tony
Bradman
Skellig - David
Almond

Spring
Cosmic

Summer
Wonder

Autumn
Titanic
Kensuke's kingdom

Spring
Goodnight Mr Tom

Summer
Holes
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