
Biddick Hall Infant and Nursery School 

Biddick Hall Infant and Nursery School is a two-form entry school with nursery provision 
for 39 equivalent pupils.  We have 235 children on roll from Nursery to Year 2.

Our school is situated in the north east coastal town of South Shields in Tyne and Wear, 
which is an area of high deprivation.  Our school sits within the 10% most deprived 
areas in the country. 62% of children from Reception to Year 2 are identified as 
disadvantaged.



Explore

Key Findings from Teachers’ Review of Practice

Strengths: 
• Quality texts in school
• Passion for reading across school
• Comfortable reading spaces

Areas for development:
• Teachers’ knowledge of children’s literature
• Being familiar with year group texts
• Inconsistencies in talking to children about books
• Children rarely talk to each other about books



Explore
Key Findings from Children’s Review of Practice

Most popular favourite books

Mosto

Most Popular Books:



Prepare
Aims

Knowledge 1. To develop teacher knowledge of children’s literature, authors and 

illustrators.

Pedagogy 2. To implement informal book talk across the school.

Action Planning



Deliver
Aim 1 Strategies implemented

To develop teacher knowledge of 
children’s literature, authors and 
illustrators.

New Reading Spines

Staff Choice

It felt like Christmas when 
you get everything you ask 
for on your list.



Deliver
Aim 2 Strategies implemented

To implement informal book talk across 
the school.

Brilliant Books

Mrs Willis’ Book of the Month on Tour



Review and Sustain
Examples of authors 
teachers value:

Examples of 
children’s favourite 
books:

Top 3 children’s 
favourite books:



Review and Sustain



Review and Sustain

Criteria for 
choosing Focus
Children

• Lack of interest in books
• Lack of engagement during 

story times and discussions
• Did not view themselves as 

good readers

Year Group Gender Summer
Are you a good reader?

N Male I’m good at reading.

N Male I’m okay at reading

N Female I’m good at reading

R Male I’m good at reading.

R Female I’m good at reading.

R Male I’m good at reading.

R Male I’m good at reading.

R Female I’m good at reading.

R Female I’m good at reading.

Y1 Female I’m good at reading.

Y1 Male I’m good at reading.

Y1 Female I’m good at reading.

Y1 Female I’m good at reading.

Y1 Male I’m okay at reading.

Y1 Female I’m good at reading.

Y2 Male I’m not good at reading yet.

Y2 Male I’m not good at reading yet.

Y2 Male I’m good at reading.

Y2 Male I’m good at reading.

Y2 Male I’m good at reading.

Y2 Female I’m okay at reading.

21 Focus children: 
3 from each class



He is a struggling reader 
and writer.  He is unable 
to take part in discussions 
about books and needs 
support in understanding 
stories and curriculum 
areas.

She does not engage 
during story time and is 
easily distracted during 
these sessions.  She reads 
at home but uses 
distraction techniques to 
avoid reading at school.

Review and Sustain



Sustain Reading 
enjoyment has 
been reported as 
more important 
for children’s 
educational 
success than their 
family’s socio-
economic status 
(OECD, 2002).

Next Steps:
 Continue ‘Brilliant Books’, ‘Book Voting’ and ‘Mrs Willis’ Book of the 

Month on Tour’.
 Continue monthly reading newsletter 
 Book recommendations – staff to children.
 Children choose books from reading spine for following term.
 New reading sheds are stocked with books from reading spine and 

include children’s choices.
 Review reading spine every summer term.
 Informal book talk is promoted in new reading sheds.
 CPD for new staff.
 Teachers choose new books for classroom every year.
 Explore and purchase books which invite responses from the reader.
 Read aloud/Book Recommendations at the beginning of staff 

meetings.
 Reading survey for parents and carers.
 Reading workshops for parents and carers
 Pilot parents and carers reading with children at the end of the 

school day.
 Monitor informal book talk in class.


