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EAST BOLDON INFANT SCHOOL
Reading for Pleasure Policy
There is strong evidence linking reading for pleasure and educational outcomes. We know that academic attainment is of vital importance, but the benefits of reading for pleasure go beyond this and stretch throughout a person's life.
 “When you read often and with enthusiasm, usually just for the sheer fun of it, you lay foundations that last for life. You empathise and access information more easily. Almost by osmosis you internalise the essential skills of spelling, grammar and vocabulary. You learn to express yourself verbally and in writing. You learn to interpret and potentially change your world.”  (Alan Gibbons)
1. Aims
Reading for Pleasure at East Boldon Infant School aims to establish all children as lifetime readers. The active encouragement of reading for pleasure is a core part of day-to-day school life for every child. We strongly believe that extensive reading and a wide exposure to a range of texts will make a vital contribution to every child’s educational achievement.

"Schools that take the business of reading for pleasure seriously, where teachers read, talk with enthusiasm and recommend books, and where provision for reading is planned carefully, are more likely to succeed with their pupils' reading." (Ofsted)
Reading for pleasure at East Boldon Infants School aims to create lifetime readers stemming from a love of reading.  We believe that reading for pleasure impacts on children’s futures and their life chances. According to the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) ‘finding ways to engage pupils in reading may be one of the most effective ways to leverage social change’.   To facilitate this we ensure our children are given a rich curriculum which encourages reading of books and other kinds of texts. Reading for pleasure refers to reading that we do of our own free will, anticipating the satisfaction that we will get from the act of reading. It also refers to reading that having begun at someone else’s request we continue because we are interested in it. By ‘hooking’ children into books this way reading becomes a pleasurable activity. On a daily basis we aim to promote the concepts of reading for ‘fun’, ‘enjoyment’ and ‘pleasure’. 

This policy, although linked to the Literacy Policy, stands alone in its promotion and encouragement of reading as a pleasurable activity and should be used to engrain the philosophy for a wide range of reading within the fabric of the school.
2. What the School Does
“Although the cornerstone for lifelong reading is laid in the early years, we also know thatit is never too late to start reading for pleasure.” (Sheldrick-Ross, McKechnie and

Rothbauer, 2005).

Access to a wide range of books:

· Each class has a designated, interesting and clearly set out reading corner that is easily accessible and welcoming for the children.
· Teachers ensure there is age-related fiction and non-fiction within each class via the class book corner.

· Whole Class Novels are shared with the class and are read collaboratively with the adults and children on a daily basis during designated 15 minutes reading for pleasure time at a set point in the day.
· Children have access to internet based texts which can be accessed via laptops and classroom PCs.
· Children can access books written by themselves and peers in class reading areas/ areas around school.

· Ensure reading takes place both in and outside of the classroom and in and outside of the school.

· The school encourages links with parents by ensuring every child has a Reading Journal’ that records all reading habits, signed by parents and monitored by class teachers.

· Pupil Voice is central to the school ethos, and guides the purchase of books throughout the school. Pupil questionnaires are used to gain an insight into the reading habits of the children.
· Author visits to school will be organised to inspire and motivate children.

3. The Teacher’s Role
· Teachers at East Boldon Infant School read to the children daily.  Children can benefit tremendously from being read to aloud.   
· Effective reading for pleasure time at the end of each day helps to create a positive reading experience which engages students and allows adults to model their enthusiasm for books and reading.  This allows whole class interaction stopping to ask questions about what has been read or discussing the pictures they have been shown.  This helps to improve pupil’s comprehension of a story. 
· Teachers actively promote books of personal interest by regularly referencing books and promoting different kinds of books.

· Teachers provide regular time for pupils to read a self-chosen book silently.  These slots are built into each class every day where possible to allow every child dedicated time for reading for pleasure.
· When choosing books to read aloud, a balance is struck between following the students’ preferences and inviting them to try new types of books to expand their horizons and spark new interests. For example, “This looks like a good story. Let’s give it a try!”
Planning Reading for Pleasure Activities

· Each teacher will research class novels to be read to and with the children. A wide range of texts will be used in English and across the curriculum and high quality texts will be used in writing and guided reading sessions in conjunction with developing children’s wider literacy skills.

· Opportunities to read are planned into school Assemblies and texts are used as the basis of discussions.

Reading for Pleasure and Links with Home and Parents

· The school uses reading diaries to liaise with home and parents weekly about every child’s reading. Guided reading takes place weekly for each group in school and written feedback is sent home in reading diaries. 

· World Book Day and Children’s Book Weeks are celebrated annually including Author visits
Classroom Reading Corners

· Every classroom within East Boldon Infant School will have a classroom reading corner set up to promote reading for pleasure. Each corner will contain books from a variety of genres, by a variety of authors and cover a wide range of potential areas of interest.
Outdoor Reading Shed

· During outdoor play times children have access to our reading shed.  The shed is stocked with a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts as well as cushions to relax and read on.  Children can choose a book to read or share with their friends.  Children can also bring their own book outside to read in the reading shed. 
Book Bunny
· Each week a child is chosen to take book bunny home. He comes with his own case and a book that the children need to share with him. This is to encourage reading for pleasure and enjoyment. We ask the children to review the book with words or pictures.

Mobile Reading for Pleasure Trolley
· As we do not have capacity for a library in school, we have a mobile library trolley. This is wheeled into classes for them to choose a text to take home. When returned, they are able to choose another to share.
4. East Boldon Library

The school will promote visits to our local library to give children the opportunity to develop library skills and access a wider range of texts. We endeavour to work with the local library for visits and through such visits children are encouraged to visit the library in their own time.
5.  Special Needs Provision / Gifted and Talented

As an inclusive school we recognise the need to tailor our approach to support children with special educational needs as well as those who are identified as gifted and talented. We teach an English that is accessible to all children, whatever their ability. Literacy forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education for all children. We provide learning opportunities that are matched to the needs of all children. Our work in English takes into account the targets set in the children’s Individual Support Plans.
6. Encouraging boys to read
Encouraging boys reading has been part of our school development plan and an ongoing area of development at East Boldon Infants School as we continually work to narrow the gap in gender reading achievement. In light of this we make every effort to further encourage boys to engage with reading and to read for pleasure. 

According to research carried out by Maloney (2000), boys like to read:

· books that reflect their image of themselves – what they aspire to be and to do;

· books that make them laugh and that appeal to their sense of mischief;

·  fiction that focuses on action more than on emotions;

·  books in series, such as the Harry Potter series, which seem to provide boys with a sense of comfort and familiarity;

·  science fiction or fantasy (many boys are passionate about these genres);

·  newspapers, magazines, comic books, sports cards, and instruction manuals – materials that are often not available in the classroom. Interestingly, when they read these materials, many boys do not consider themselves to be reading at all, precisely because these materials are not valued at school.
Class teachers take these points into account when planning opportunities to further encourage boys to read.

7.  Policy Review

This policy will be reviewed in keeping with the Policy Review Cycle by the English Co-ordinator every two years. 
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